
 
 

Rector’s Message 
 

Dear Saints of James, 
 
 Each day I open a window on our Advent calendar and mark 
the time as we move toward the Nativity of our Lord. In our culture, it 
often appears that we are preparing for the one who comes down the 
chimney, rather than The One who comes down from heaven. 
 The true story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, who was 
born during the third century in the village of Patara. At that time the 
area was Greek and it is now on the southern coast of Turkey. His 
wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout Christian, died in an 
epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus’ words to 
“sell what you own and give the money to the poor,” Nicholas used 
his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. 
He dedicated his life to serving God and he was made the Bishop of 
the city of Myra while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became 
known throughout the land for his generosity to those in need, his 
love for children, and his concern for sailors and ships. 
 Through the centuries many stories and legends have been 
told of St. Nicholas’ life and deeds. These accounts help us 
understand his extraordinary character and why he is so beloved and 
revered as protector and helper of those in need. One story tells of a 
poor man with three daughters. In those days a young woman’s 
father had to offer prospective husbands a generous dowry. The 
larger the dowry, the better the chance that a young woman would 
find a good husband. Without a dowry, a woman was unlikely to 
marry. This poor man could afford no dowries for his daughters, and 
they were therefore destined to be sold into slavery. Mysteriously, on 
three different occasions, a bag of gold coins appeared in their home 
– providing the needed dowries. The bags of gold, tossed through an 
open window, are said to have landed in stockings or shoes left by 
the fire to dry. This led to the custom of children hanging stockings or 
putting out shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas. 
 Bishop Nicholas died December 6, 343 AD in Myra, and this 
date has become his feast day. His name was brought to America by 
the Dutch colonists in New York, from whom he is popularly known 
as Santa Claus. 
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Sunday Schedule 

 
  8:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite I 
10:00 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:15 AM  Coffee & Fellowship 
 

Simple Giving Gift Fair 
December 6 

9 a.m. to Noon 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
December 13 

11:30 a.m. 
 

Adult Holiday Dinner 
December 14 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Advent-Christmas Pageant and 
Holy Eucharist 
December 20 

10 a.m. 
 

Christmas Eve Service 
11:00 PM 

 
Christmas Day Service 

10:00 AM 
 
 

St. James Episcopal Church 
4515 Delray Street 
Roanoke, VA  24012 
Phone:  540-366-4157 
Fax:  540-366-2851 
E-mail:  stjames@rev.net 
www.stjamesroanoke.org 
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St. James Episcopal Church 
 

Clergy: 
The Rev. Susan E. Bentley, Rector 

seb@rev.net 
 

Staff: 
Mrs. Connie Bierly, Secretary 

Mrs. Sharon Capps, Choir Director & Organist 
Mrs. Donna Park & Mr. Marshall Hudson, Sextons 

 
The Connection: 

Send copy to: stjames@rev.net 
All Saints of James, Reporters 

 
Internet Web Page: 

www.stjamesroanoke.org 
Butch Eanes, Webmaster 

weanes@rev.net 
 

The St. James Vestry: 
Senior Warden, Donna Frost, 989-3054 

Junior Warden, Tim Buchholtz, 366-5779 
† Clerk, Sam Campbell, 489-4536 

† Treasurer, Matt Cordani, 362-3016 
† Ass’t. Treasurer, Avis Aheron, 774-0010 

 Rec. Treasurer, Bob Bird, 366-0996 
Helen Campbell, 489-4536 
Maile Armstrong, 947-5016 

Chuck Cohen, 366-3178 
Tricia Champion, 563-9554 

Renee Toth, 334-2060 
Michael Kennedy, 389-1003 
( † - Not Vestry members) 

 
Standing Committees & Chairs 

Christian Education:  Vacant 
Finance: Glen Lake, 345-7550 

Gail Fields, 265-0786 
Liturgy: Helen Campbell, 489-4536 

Membership: Pat Ball, 725-8730 
Outreach: Ray Kasey, 562-1956 

Parish Life: Tricia Champion, 563-9554 
Pastoral Care: Donna Frost, 989-3054 

Property: Tim Buchholtz, 366-5779 
Stewardship: Avis Aheron, 774-0010 

 
 

 
Episcopal Church Women:  Pam Reilly 

362-9742 
Daughters of the King:  Sandra Maxwell 

389-3373 
 

Rector’s Message continued from page 1 . . . 
 

Santa Claus in our culture has come to be 
associated with the materialism and over 
consumption that is equated with our celebrating 
Christmas.  Bishop Nicholas did not share much 
resemblance to the image we have of Santa Claus 
today.  In the spirit of the second century Saint 
Nicholas, our ECW is hosting a Simple Giving 
Alterative Gift Fair on Sunday, December 6th, 
the Feast of St. Nicholas.  I encourage you to 
prepare for Christmas in a different manner this 
year.  Instead of scrambling from the day after 
Thanksgiving (Black Friday) to some time in late 
December to purchase a bunch of “stuff” for people 
who may not even remember what you give them, 
try thinking about the things you do buy or make for 
people and how your values and their interests are 
reflected in your decisions.  Gift giving is about 
joyful thanksgiving not obligations. 

The Simple Giving Gift Fair will have baked 
goods, craft items, and a number of alternative gift 
opportunities, in which the giver makes a donation 
to a charitable organization in the recipient’s name, 
rather than giving an item. This is a form of giving 
that is an alternative to consumerism and mitigates 
the impact of gift giving holidays on the 
environment. There are a growing number of 
organizations that are working to address issues of 
poverty and sustainable living and gifts to these 
projects are life changing and keep on giving for 
generations.  This is the kind of gift giving that Saint 
Nicholas was all about.  This is the kind of gift 
giving that Jesus was all about…when you have 
cared for one of the least of these you have cared 
for me.   

Advent Blessings,  
SEB+ 
 

Alternative Gift Giving:  Heifer International, 
www.heifer.org, to honor family and friends, give a 
give of livestock and training to families in need that 
will help them lift themselves out of poverty. 
     World Vision, www.worldvisiongifts.org, is a 
Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to 
working with children, families, and their 
communities worldwide to reach their full potential 
by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice. 
     Five Talents International, www.fivetalents.org, 
empowering the poor by promoting innovative 
savings and microcredit programs, business 
training and spiritual development.  (projects in 
Sudan) 
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Episcopal Relief and Development, http://www.er-
d.org, is working around the world  to assist people 
affected by poverty, disease and disaster, 
accomplishing the Millennium Development Goals.  
(projects in Sudan) 
     Kiva, http:/www.kiva.org, has a mission to 
connect people through lending for the sake of 
alleviating poverty.  Kiva is the world's first person-
to-person micro-lending program empowering 
individuals to lend directly to unique entrepreneurs 
in the developing world. (projects in Sudan) 
     SERRV, www.serrv.org, buying artisans’ work 
from people living in developing countries is an 
opportunity for you to have a direct impact on one 
of our global market’s great injustices: the 
inequality in income and quality of life.  Buy free 
trade gifts here. 
     Land of a Thousand Hills, 
http://www.landof1000hills.com, has transformed 
the simple act of drinking coffee into an opportunity 
to make a difference. "Drink Coffee. Do Good" is a 
way to help break the chains that once bound 
thousands of Rwandan farmers, and allow them to 
enjoy the life that God meant for them. 

 
St. James Cycle of Prayers 

 
In December, we give thanks for those who 
participate in our music ministries.  We ask your 
prayers for the Organist, the Choir Director, and for 
the members of both the Adult Choir and the Junior 
Choir.  May their talents continue to be rendered to 
the glory of God and their music continues to 
enhance our worship services. 
 

Prayer List 
 

Please carefully review the prayer list printed on the 
back of your Sunday bulletin.  Send any changes or 
corrections to the church office. 
 
Upcoming Events . . . 
 
Poinsettias Are Coming:  If you would like a 
beautiful poinsettia that will adorn our church during 
the Christmas and Epiphany Seasons, we have 
ordered 24 red 7-inch pots and two white 8 1/2 inch 
pots that will go on the altar.  The 7-inch is $7.99 
and the 8 1/2 inch is $12.99.  Make your checks to 
St. James marked for poinsettias.  If you have any 
questions please call Lynn Wright (904-5439).  To 
order a poinsettia, fill a form found on the counter in 
the parish hall or inserted in this issue of the 
Connection and return it to Lynn or the church 

office.  You may also contribute to the Endowment 
Fund or the St. James Building Fund.  The deadline 
to turn in the form is December 18, 2009. 
 
News from the Vestry . . . 
 
By-Laws:  From time to time, we review our 
Bylaws and propose needed revisions.  In this 
issue of the Connection you will find the proposed 
changes for your review, which will be voted on at 
the Annual Meeting, December 13, 11:30 a.m.   
 
Vestry Elections:  It’s that time again.  Below are 
the bios for the three nominees: 
 
Matt Cordani:  My family and I became members 
of the St James community in January 2006. 
Since arriving I have been active serving in the 
nursery and hosting coffee hour with Katie, 
providing some occasional flute music, serving as a 
Chalicist, and since 2007 I have been the Treasurer 
for St. James. Along with Katie and I, our children 
are also active at St. James.  Morgan is a torch 
bearer, Cameron is an active participant in the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and Mariah 
enjoys patrolling the aisles during the service.  Prior 
to attending St James our family was active with St 
Elizabeth's in Roanoke, where I was also the 
Treasurer, played the flute, served as a Chalicist, 
and served on the Vestry.  
 
Renée Toth:  I am not a cradle Episcopalian.  After 
attending a variety of denominations, I attended the 
Ancient Spanish Monastery in Miami, Florida.  I 
knew it was an Episcopal Church so I went on a 
Sunday to experience the worship within the 
monastery.  I loved the words of the liturgy and the 
responses spoken between the priest and the 
worshipers.  I have contentedly remained in the 
Episcopal Church since then.  Ronnie and I 
relocated form Florida to the Roanoke Valley in 
April of 1993.  That Easter we first worshipped at 
St. James.  St. James has been our church home 
since that day.  We have made many church 
friends and lost a few also.  I have served on 
vestries of other churches.  I enjoy working with the 
St. James Parish Life Committee.  Ronnie and I 
usher and take our turn arranging coffee hour.  I 
worked with Christian Ed for a short time. I am now 
willing to give back to the church that has meant so 
much to me over the years.  If elected, I am willing 
to serve on the Vestry. 
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Steve Wiegandt: is a lifelong Episcopalian. This, in 
addition to his willingness to serve, is ALL of his 
qualifications for serving on the vestry. He humbly 
asks for your patience as he learns.   In his spare 
time, Steve teaches 6th grade Special Education at 
Read Mountain Middle School, is father to Jessica 
and Josie, and husband to Beth (better known as 
the youth leader). He volunteers with the diocesan 
River Adventure Program and has a mild interest in 
whitewater kayaking. Steve has been a member of 
St. James since 2001, has been family friends with 
Mother Sue for about 25 years and can't imagine 
attending any other church in the Roanoke Valley 
besides St. James. He promises to try to do what is 
right and best for St. James as a new vestry 
member. 
 
Youth News . . .  
 
Advent Pageant: The Pageant will be on 
December 20 during the 10:00 service.  There will 
be a special holiday reception following the Advent 
pageant to honor our children.  Please plan to bring 
a table-ready finger food or dessert.   
     All children in the Parish are encouraged to 
participate by coming dressed in pajamas and 
bringing a gift that will be used in the pageant and 
later dropped at the Rescue Mission for their 
residents.  Gifts should be unwrapped, but in a gift 
bag if possible and marked Boy, Girl, Adult 
Male/Female and age if appropriate.  Gifts are not 
required.  Please plan on joining the Youth for this 
celebration of Christ's birth.  Some suggestions 
from the Rescue Mission: hats, gloves, scarves, 
coats, socks; small boxes of chocolate; book bags; 
children's/youth Bibles; pajamas, robes (terry 
cloth); fast food coupons; twin size sheet set, wash 
cloth, towel; toiletry items such as soap, lotion, 
shampoo, razors, comb, toothbrush, deodorant. 
 
Youth at Council:  Keep open the Y@C date of 
Jan 29 - 31.  It promises to be a blast.  Be prepared 
to share your talents with instruments if you have 
them!  More on sign-ups later. 
 
 

 

Stewardship Corner . . .  
 
All things come from you, O Lord, and of your own 
have we given you. 
 
                                            + 
                                         +     + 
                   Time           +         +         Talent 
                                     +            + 
                                    +  +  +  +  + 
                                       
                                      Treasure 
 
Pledged and Unpledged Support:  In October, St. 
James received $9.060.36 in pledged and 
unpledged support.  The amount budgeted for 
October was $7,180.03.  The year-to-date income 
of $109,645.76 reflects favorably with the year-to-
date budget of $99,176.87 which means we 
continue to keep our pledges current.  The budget; 
however, still reflects a deficit gap of approximately 
$11,500.00.  As our personal budgets are strained 
by the current economic downturn and increased 
costs of basic living expenses such as 
mortgages/rent, food, utilities and fuel, we continue 
to be blessed by your steadfast commitment to St. 
James as evidenced by your regular and consistent 
support of the work that goes on here at St. James.   
 
Kroger Gift Cards:  In October, your Kroger 
purchases netted St. James a rebate check of 
$305.75 bringing the year-to-date total to 
$4,222.84.  Thank you to everyone for using your 
Kroger cards so faithfully.  Kroger gift cards also 
make nice gifts for the holidays, or for birthdays or 
as a thank you.  If you would like to purchase a gift 
card for $5, please see Mother Sue, Dorothy 
Herndon or Connie Bierly. 
 
Treat of the Week:  Each Sunday, we will be 
offering a treat during coffee hour following the 10 
o’clock service.  Approximately $1,416.00 has been 
collected for the Treat of the Week.  Donations are 
accepted for each treat.  All proceeds will go to the 
Building Fund.  Don’t miss an opportunity to receive 
a treat and contribute to the Building Fund.  If you 
would like to donate a treat, please contact Helen 
Campbell. 
 
Jimmie Jar Coin Collection:  Jimmie Jars were 
made available to the congregation in early 
November to support the mission and works of the 
Williamson Road Ministerial Association 
Emergency Relief Fund, of which St. James is a 
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member.  Administered by Trinity Lutheran Church, 
the Williamson Road Ministerial Association 
Emergency Relief Fund provides emergency 
financial assistance and referral services to 
individuals and families in financial distress.  Each 
member church is asked to make a financial 
commitment to this outreach program.  In 2009, the 
Williamson Road Ministerial Association 
established $800 as a minimum donation for each 
member church, double what was requested in 
2008.  To meet our outreach commitment, please 
pick up a Jimmie Jar and put your loose change in 
the jar.  Jimmie Jars can be found on the counter in 
the parish hall.  The jars will be collected in late 
February. 
 
An Act of Stewardship:  I have been writing the 
Stewardship Corner for the past two years and am 
always looking for articles or stories of interest to 
use in this page.  I usually rely on articles gleaned 
from the internet, the newspaper or monthly 
publications from other churches.  But this month’s 
stewardship testimonial is the recollection of a 
memory long forgotten.       
     I was at the visitation for Aunt Rosemary, who 
recently passed away, when a woman whom I had 
not seen in many years walked up to me, gave me 
a hug and introduced me to her sister.  Her name is 
Irene and she is probably in her 80s and she does 
not look or act her age.  Irene has a long history 
with my husband’s family.  When my husband and 
sister-in-law were children, Irene came to their 
house once a week to help with the cleaning and 
ironing.  She did the same for my husband’s Uncle 
Al and his family.  My sister-in-law and her cousins 
remembered what a kind and loving person Irene 
was to them as children, never raising her voice or 
losing patience with them.  They remembered 
begging her to make them hamburgers because 
“she made the best hamburgers in the world”.   
     A few years ago, Irene and her sister decided 
that they wanted to do something special for their 
church.  They wanted to give their church new front 
doors and they knew just who to purchase those 
doors from:  Uncle Al.  They went to see Uncle Al at 
his business and he showed them the doors that 
his company sold.  Irene and her sister immediately 
saw the doors that they wanted for their church, 
and of course, they were the most expensive doors 
in stock.  Uncle Al knew that it would be difficult, if 
not impossible for the sisters to purchase those 
doors.  He tried to steer them to doors that were 
less expensive, but they were not about to be 
persuaded to accept anything else.   

     In the end, Uncle Al not only sold them the 
doors at a reduced price, he also agreed to install 
the doors and allow them to pay for the doors over 
time.  Irene and her sister had a simple plan to pay 
for the doors:  they would bake and sell cakes and 
pies to everyone and anyone until they had enough 
money to pay for the doors.  They eventually raised 
enough money one cake and pie at a time to pay 
for the doors and the installation.   
     I share this story of stewardship with you as we 
at St. James make our individual and collective 
commitments to doing the work God has called us 
to do.  Thanks be to God! 
 
Adopt-a-Day:  There is still time left to Adopt-a-day 
in 2009.   To date, St. James has received adopt-a-
day donations in the amount of $2,530.00.  You can 
Adopt-a-Day for $60.00 or Adopt-a-Half Day for 
$30.00.  By adopting a day, you are reducing the 
annual deficit by a day.  If all 365 days are adopted, 
the budget deficit would be erased.  You can 
celebrate a special occasion or honor a loved one 
on their special day (birthday, anniversary, 
retirement, etc.).  Forms can be found on the table 
outside the secretary’s office.  Forms will also be 
emailed during the first week of each month and 
can be filled out and returned to the parish 
secretary via email.  Please consider “adopting” a 
day or a half day in 2009.  Please see below for the 
2009 Adopt-a-Day contributions. 
 

2009 Adopt-a-Day 
(Donations shown in bold were received by the church 
office after publication of the November newsletter.) 
 
January 12 adopted by Denise & Randy Smerecki 
in memory of Casimer Smerecki. 
 
January 19 adopted by anonymous. 
 
January 26 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
January 30 adopted by Mimi & Bob Copenhaver in 
celebration of their wedding anniversary. 
 
February 2 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
February 13 adopted by Larry & Doris Mattox in 
celebration of Joyce Brown on her 83rd birthday. 
 
March 7 adopted by Susan and Michael Bentley in 
celebration of Alex’s 15th birthday. 
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March 17 adopted by Doris and James Champion, 
Sr., in memory of our beloved son, James R. 
Champion, Jr. 
 
March 20 adopted by Sharon Capps in memory of 
William O. Capps, Jr. 
 
March 24 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
April 7 adopted by Anonymous in celebration of 
Gwen Lawrence’s birthday. 
 
April 10 adopted by Sharon Capps in Thanksgiving 
for Joanna Baker Capps on her birthday. 
 
April 11 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
May 1 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
May 4 adopted by two friends in celebration of 
Tricia Champion for all she does for St. James. 
 
May 8 adopted by the EFM class in celebration of 
Tim Buchholtz’s birthday and to thank him for his 
consistent preparation of coffee and snacks for our 
weekly meetings. 
 
May 27 adopted by Fran Gayle in thanksgiving for 
her son, Rob Gayle. 
 
June 6 adopted by Avis, Sarah & Grace Aheron in 
celebration of Beth Magill’s ordination to the 
priesthood at Christ Church, Alexandria, VA. 
 
June 12 adopted by Avis Aheron in celebration of 
Grace’s graduation from Patrick Henry High 
School. 
 
June 20 adopted by Jerry & Jean Schaefer in 
celebration of their 61st wedding anniversary. 
 
June 21 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
June 30 adopted by Susan and Michael Bentley in 
celebration of Matthew’s 13th birthday. 
July 2 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
July 8 adopted by Brian & Jeanne Counihan in 
celebration of our 20th wedding anniversary. 
 
July 12 adopted by Mike Kennedy in celebration of 
the birth date of Katie Kennedy Rucker. 
 
July 12 adopted by Anonymous. 

July 14 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
July 22 adopted by Susan and Michael Bentley in 
celebration of Sarah’s 20th birthday. 
 
July 29 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
August 2 adopted by the St. James Senior Choir in 
honor of Matt Cordani. 
 
August 4 adopted by Sharon Capps in thanksgiving 
for Mary Leigh Capps on her birthday. 
 
August 5 adopted by Anonymous in honor of 
Mother Sue’s birthday. 
 
August 5 adopted by Avis Aheron in celebration of 
Susan Bentley’s birthday. 
 
August 7 adopted by Anonymous. 
 
August 9 adopted by his friend Cathie Cook in 
honor of Jerry Hughes’ birthday. 
 
August 14 adopted by Sharon Miller in memory of 
her father, Robert Dugan’s birthday. 
 
August 14 adopted by Judy D. Mason in memory of 
her son, Chip Mason’s birthday. 
 
August 15 adopted by Robert & Carol Killinger in 
celebration of Lonnie Bower’s birthday. 
 
August 26 adopted by Frances Stebbins in memory 
of Charles H. Stebbins on his birthday. 
 
September 11 adopted by Chuck and Catherine 
Cohen in memory of Joseph and Eleanor Cohen, 
and Oliver Curley and Connie Lyon. 
 
September 18 adopted by Pam Reilly in honor of 
son, Stephen’s, and daughter-in-law’s, Lucy’s 
wedding anniversary. 
 
September 23 adopted by two friends in 
celebration of Dennis Plunkett for all he does 
for St. James. 
 
September 28 adopted by Doris Mattox in 
celebration of husband Larry’s 60th birthday. 
 
October 4 adopted by Gail Fields in memory of my 
daughter, Deena Marie Shepherd, on her birthday. 
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October 13 adopted by Pam Reilly in honor of son, 
Peter’s, and daughter-in-law’s, Vicki’s wedding 
anniversary. 
 
October 24 adopted by Emma and the gang at 
Chateau Mess Cat in celebration of Mary Hughes’ 
birthday. 
 
November 14 adopted by Glen Lake in celebration 
of Jeannie Lake’s birthday. 
 
December 4 adopted by Glen and Jeannie Lake in 
celebration of their grandson’s, Cason Robert 
Nichols, 2nd birthday. 
 
December 19 adopted by Dr. Bud and Ms. Karen 
Konrad in celebration of their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 
 
December 21 adopted by Petunia Blossom in 
celebration of Dodie and Jer Bear’s 24th 
wedding anniversary. 
 
December 24 adopted by Sharon Capps, retiring 
organist, in honor of the choir and all their 
dedication and hard work to prepare the 
Christmas music. 
 
December 27 adopted by the choir in honor of 
Andy Cochran on his first Sunday as organist at 
St. James. 
 
December 31 adopted by two friends in 
celebration of Ray Kasey for all he does for St. 
James. 
 
News from the Legacy Committee . . . 
 
 
Q. Who needs a will? 
A. Every adult who owns anything and cares what 
happens to it. Also, anyone who wants to leave a 
bequest for the church. 
 
 
News from the Outreach Committee . . . 
 
Benevolence Sunday is December 20, 2009:   
     The Benevolence Sunday offering received on 
December 20 will go to the Bradley Free Clinic.  
The mission statement for the Bradley Free Clinic is 
“to provide free medical, dental, and pharmacy care 
to the Roanoke Valley’s working uninsured, the 

temporarily unemployed, and their families using 
volunteer healthcare professionals.”    
     Since 1974, the Bradley Free Clinic has been 
providing FREE healthcare to the working 
uninsured, temporarily unemployed, the recently 
incarcerated, and their families.  The clinic does not 
accept patients receiving Medicaid, Medicare, or 
who are privately insured. 
      The Clinic typically provides health care for: 

 Residents of Roanoke, Roanoke County,          
            Salem, Botetourt or Craig County 

 Income up to 200% of the Federal Poverty 
Level 

 People who work in full-time, part-time and 
seasonal jobs 

 Caregivers of preschoolers, the elderly and 
persons with disabilities 

 People residing in shelters/treatment 
centers 

 Students enrolled in college or training 
programs 

 People who are recently laid-off or have 
been unemployed no more than 1 year 

 People recently released from incarceration 
     Please give generously to this worthy institution 
that provides medical assistance to those in need. 
 
ECW News . . . 
 
The ECW and DOK will sponsor the annual Adult 
Holiday Dinner on Monday, December 14.  Social 
hour will begin at 5:30 p.m. and dinner will be 
served at 6:15 p.m.  The cost is $12 per person.  
The deadline to sign up and pay is December 6. 
The sign up sheet is in the Parish Hall or you may 
call the church. 
 
News from the Daughters of the King . . .  
 
     The Shepherdesses continue to follow the path 
for which we took our vows.  There are twenty-two 
of us and we each try to enhance our chapter with 
our prayer, gift bag ministries and other church-
based assistance with the ECW and clergy when 
asked.  We still support KIVA, and sponsor a Little 
Church member.  This year, we are also 
sponsoring "Nets for Life", which will assist in 
relieving the chance of malaria for those who 
receive them in Africa. The members voted to buy 
10. 
     Several of our members have served, or now 
serve in positions in the Diocese of Southwestern 
Virginia: For five months, Sandra Maxwell was 
interim president, now Helen Campbell holds that 
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position.  Pat Ball and Sharon Capps are co-
secretaries.   
     We are very thankful to have an excellent 
caterer in our midst as well, Karen Smith-Moretz 
and we enjoyed her food in October at the Fall 
Assembly.   
     Our own Mother Sue Bentley showed us an idea 
she had for our gift bags; a small card 
welcoming visitors to St. James, with a scallop shell 
(the symbol of St. James the Great, our patron 
saint) attached.  We are fortunate that our Chapter 
holds such creative and caring personalities.   
Recently, former chapter president Esther 
Williamson commissioned a pall to be made for 
cremains. 
     We look forward to 2010, in which we will 
continue as we have, seeking out ways to increase 
our understanding of our mission and following the 
motto, especially the last line:  "Lord, what would 
you have us do?" 
                             Sandra Tucker-Maxwell 
 
News from the World of Music . . . 
 
     It’s that time of year again: time to plan for the 
holiday activity whirlwind.  Advent is here and 
Christmas is just around the corner.  Of course, the 
rest of the world has been celebrating Christmas 
since October, but we won’t let that bother us.  The 
music during Advent, including hymns, service 
music and choir offerings, is intended to help us 
focus on our preparation for the celebration of 
Jesus’ first coming and expectation of the next.   
     The Junior Choir will again present the music for 
the Fourth Sunday in Advent, in conjunction with 
our Annual Pageant.  Please come and support our 
young people on this Sunday.  
      The Senior choir is working on music for 
Christmas Eve, which will be sung at 10:30.  Please 
plan to join us on Christmas Eve to celebrate our 
Lord’s coming among us.   
     Our new Organist and Choir Director will begin 
playing December 27.  Please continue to support 
him in his ministry as you have supported me in 
mine.  He is a very talented musician, and a great 
person, whom I am looking forward to getting to 
know better.  The time of transition has been a 
wonderful opportunity for us to share thoughts of 
music, worship, and our own backgrounds.   
     Thank you for all the joy you have given me by 
letting me play the organ and lead the choir.  I look 
forward to returning to the choir, when I return from 
vacationing in Florida.   
   Sharon Capps 

News from the Liturgy Committee . . . 
 
Evening prayer will be read at 5:30 p.m. on 
December 9.  Come and join us for this short but 
meaningful office.  It lasts only about ½ hour and is 
a wonderful way to close out a busy and hectic day. 

 
 

December Birthdays . . .    
 
December    1 Peggy Seay 
December    1 Keith Leonard 
December    2 Denise Smerecki 
December    3 Billie Sink 
December    4 Cason Robert Nichols 
December    6 Gavin Alexander Kovac 
December    7 Maddelena Marie Shepherd 
December    9 Kevin Shepherd 
December  10 Denene Hannon 
December  10 Holly Turner 
December  11 Beth Bird  
December  13 Betsy Briggs 
December  14 Susan Tolliver 
December  24 Thomas Rucker 
December  27 Kayla Doak 
December  31 Ray Kasey 
 
December Anniversaries . . . 
 
December    1 Betty Jo & Morris Magee 
December    2 Randall & Lisa Gardner 
December    6 Lynn & Bobby Wright 
December  19 Bud & Karen Konrad 
December  21 Betty & Hugh Harnsberger 
December  30 Missy & Kevin Shepherd 
 
Notes of Thanks . . .  
 
A Great Day at the Park:  On Saturday, November 
14, at the Roanoke/Kentron Coordinating Council 
Multi-Chapter Luncheon, Lawton Kasey 
was unanimously selected as the "Honoring Our 
Own" for Eta Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International.  Lawton has served as the 
president of Eta Chapter and now serves on the 
State Board.  We are proud of all that she does not 
only for St. James, but also for the benefit of 
professional educators statewide.   Thanks, 
Lawton, for a job well done! 
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Interesting Information to Share . . .  
 
A Deacon in Formation:  One of our own 
members, Butch Eanes, has been approved by our 
Vestry and the Diocesan Commission on Ministry 
to prepare for the sacred order of Deacon. The word 
"Deacon" comes from the Greek word "diakonos" 
meaning "servant". In The Acts of the Apostles, 
chapter 6, the apostles cannot handle all the details 
of everything going on - preaching and helping the 
widows, the sick and those in need.  Seven are 
chosen to take over caring for the poor, sick, and 
marginalized.  This is where the ministry of deacons 
comes from. In the Ordination rite for Deacons, in 
the Book of Common Prayer, page 543,  the 
ministry is described as: "In the Name of Jesus 
Christ, you are to serve all people, particularly, the 
poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely" . . .You can 
see this in a Communion Service. Deacons are the 
ones who prepare the Altar for Communion and 
clean up afterwards. 
     Butch is currently working on his academic 
courses.  Every other weekend, he is in class in 
North Carolina, studying with the Vocational 
Deacon nominees from the diocese of North 
Carolina.  He will also need to do a field education 
placement in a parish that is not St. James, and a 
quarter of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) which 
is an opportunity to learn pastoral skills in a hospital 
Chaplain’s program.  Since Butch is still employed 
by Foot Leavers, his preparation for ordination will 
take two to three years to complete.  There are 
several more steps in the canonical process to 
ordination, and opportunities for our Vestry and the 
Diocese to assess his progress.  Once ordained, 
God willing, Butch is responsible to the Bishop, and 
will be assigned a placement from which to 
exercise his ministry of service.  Keep Butch in your 
prayers through this process of formation.                                                                                                                   
 
Altar Flowers:  It is time to sign up to give altar 
flowers for 2010.  During the month of December, 
the Altar Flower chart will be in the parish hall and 
you are invited to sign up for the Sundays that you 
wish to give flowers in 2010.  Flowers each week 
are $20.00, and we will be collecting the money for 
the weeks you signed up on January 10 and 178h.  
Checks can be made out to St. James Episcopal 
Church, with a memo of “flower fund” and given to 
Lynn Wright, or put in the offering plate.  If you 
know what dedication you would like for the 
flowers, you can give that to Lynn with your money.  

If you are not sure at this time, then you will need to 
leave that information at the Church office prior to 
the Sunday you will be giving flowers. 

If you have not paid for your flowers in 
2009, or can not remember if you paid, please 
contact Lynn Wright, 992-5615.  Lynn will be 
contacting people in the next few weeks to finish 
collecting for the 2009 Flower Fund. 

 
Share Virginia:  Share Virginia is a non-profit 
volunteer and food distribution program in which 
anyone can participate by paying $20 and doing 2 
hours of volunteer work of your choice, per Share 
package purchased.  Participants pay by using 
cash or EBT Cardinal Cards and may purchase as 
many packages as they want.  Organized in 1984 
as a program of New River Community Action, 
Share is an acronym for Self Help and Resource 
Exchange and continues to distribute a wide variety 
of wholesome and nutritious food items, securely 
packaged.  A typical food package for $20.00 might 
include: 2 lbs. breaded fish portions, 1 lb chicken 
breast strips for fajitas, turkey sausage (90% lean), 
2 1/3 or 2.3 lbs chicken thighs, western omelets 
with ham (6 per tray), 2 twice baked potatoes with 
bacon, cheddar and chives (1 lb package), Bird’s 
Eye shrimp & vegetables skillet meal, 3 lbs 
potatoes, 3 lbs apples 2 lbs jumbo onions, 1 lb 
carrots, 1 celery, 2 lemons, 6 Clementine oranges.  
Food packages are distributed once a month. 
     Orders for December will be taken Friday, 
December 5th from 12:00 noon until 1:00 pm.  The 
pick up date is Saturday, December 18th from 11:00  
am until 1:00 pm at St. James .  For more 
information, or to place an order on Dec 5th, call 
366-0968. 
 

 
 


