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Why Do We Celebrate Joseph of Arimathea?

According to all four canomeal Gospels, Joseph of Anmathea was a wealthy
Jewish man and a respec ted memberof the Sanhednn (the lugh council). He was also
a "secret cisciple” who had quetly followed Jesus' public rumstryout of fear of social
and polihcal re pereussions from lus peers.

However, numediatelyafter the Crucifinion, Jose ph cast amde ns anonyruty.
At great personal and political nsk, he boldly went to Pontiug Pilate to beg for Jesus'
body so he could movide a proper bunal. Epscopalians honor hon as a powerful
gxample of a Cluishan who overcame fear to take a public, sacnficial stand for Chnst
when 1t mattered most.

The Gozpels note that Jozeph puchaszed fine lmen, helped take Jesus down
from the cross, and laid nm in lus own newly hewn ock tomb. He acted with
profound reverence at a time when Jesus' closest disciples had fled or were lnding n
fear. In the Emscopal trachhon, this act 1z celebrated as a model of devohon, care, and
lorve for Chnst.

Episcopalians value the comnecton between the Old and New Testaments.
Clnshans traditionally wiew Joseph's act of burymg Jesus in lus own expensrve tomb
as the direct fulfilliment of [saiah 53:9. The pophecy states that the grase of the
"Suffermg Servant” would be "with a 1eh man," anchonng Joseph's lustonecal ac tions
wiflun the broader biblical arc of salvahon.

& strayghtforward man who notice d myushice and, despute potenbal commumty
resistance and a tense pohihcal clunate, took a stand and promoted acts of kindne ss
and nghteousness. This 15 what we celebrate.

Key Celebrations During August:
» Augustl: The Feast of 5t Joseph of Amnathea
» Augustd: The Feast of the Transfigwation of Ow Loxd
» August15: The Feast of the Assunphon of the Blessed Vogin Mary
» August 24 The Feast of 5t Bartholomew, Apostle
»  August29: The Beleachng of 5t. Jolo the Baptist



SAINTS &
SINNERS
MINISTRY

saints & Smmners 15 one of
the 5t John's outeach
miushies, serving ow
unsheltered neighbors by
asembling blessmg bags
fille d with toile tne s, snacks,
and other necessities for
distnbuton through local
olgamzations.

We meet twice each month
for sernce and fellowslup,
and new 1members am
always welcome! For more
information, contact Aaron
Dean.

Nead Meeting

Tuesday, Aug. 11, at 6:00
pim. at Bacchus on the
Bayou.

Nead Assembly
Tlwsday, August 20, at
O:00a.1n. in the Pansh Hall.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR VESTRY

On behalf of the Vestry, [ want o exfend our heartfelt
thanks to everyone who jomed us for "Visit wath the Veshy"
chuing the recent Wondeful Wednesday. It was an absolute
jov to connect, share updates, and listen o your thoughts and
weas. Your presence, engageme nt, and love for our chureh are
what make 5t Joln's such a vibrant and special corunwty.

I also want to fake a moment o express our deepest
gratitude to the meredible teans of volunteers who have grven
so rouch of thei time and energy over thess swmmer months.

Thank you to those who rolled up their sleeves and
worked tuelessly to complete the essential floonng re pans in
Woods Hall. Yow hard work has beautifull y restored a vital
gathenng space for our pansh.

- Sfacey Butera, Semor Warnden
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Thanks to the generosity of 5t Joln's
pansluoners, the Samantan Food Pantry recerved
538 food 1tems and $225 m July. We are grateful
to everyone who shared so generously The

Daughters of the Fing also blessed the pantry with
an additional $200 donation. Ouwr next “First

Sunday of the Month " collec tion wll be Sunday,
Bugust 2.

Tlas month’s requested itemns are:
* Cannedvegetables
= Jelly
* Peanutbutter
* DMacarom and cheese

The shoppng cart will be on the porch from 7:30
to11:15 am. on Sunday, August 2, and 15 always
avallable for donations in the hallway next to the
recephomst’s office. Thank you for conhnumg to
support this mearangful mimsty and helping care
for our ne1ghbors in need.

We ended the first halfof 2026 on solid financial footng and
i line with our puojections. The budget projected $276,071 in total
wvenue for the fimt half of the year, and actual evenue was
$276,050. We expected to spend $256,177, and expenses weie
$249.349 These mesults were achieved by reducing expenses
through vendor negotiations and increasing revenue m previously
wdlerublized areas, such as bulding use, to offset shortfalls in other
Aleas.

In addition to these operating numbers, donors contbuted
$71,178 to restncted accounts to fund projects such as renovations
to the Fuddiman House, wluch will become the #fat House, as well
as accessbility improvements that welcome all Resticted giffs
allow us to grow mmimstes in ways that cannot be achieved 1n an
annual budget. Restneted or wmesmeted, every gift males a
chfference.

The second half of the vear will hkely present challenges.
Growth often comes with egual pits of joy and anxiety
Construction tends to take longer and cost moe than anbeipated.
Year-end price 1ncreases seem to antve at the worst possible hime.
LAl wet, with God’s help and yows, we will accomplish our goals
and finish the vear strong in fath and full of grabtude.
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Daughters of the King:
DO meets on the frst
Tuesday of the month. The
next meehng  will be
Tuesday, Aug. 4, at 10:30
am. m the Pansh Hall.
Daughters of the Fmg are
decicated to serace and
prayer.  Any  woman
payerfully  considenng
becommg a  daughter,
pleass get in touch with
Virgima Montgomery at
(228) 238-4230.

MERRY WIDOWS

The VEnvWidows 15 a pansh
soclal group centered on good
food, wamn fellowslop, and
joyful connection. The gioup

meets on the second Tuesday
of each month at 11:00a m. at

a designated local 1estaurant.

Onginally formed for widows
within the pansh, the goup
has happmly expanded and
now welcomes all women of
the pansh who enjoy
fellowslup and shamg a
meal —widow or not.

If wyou're looling for a
relaxed, fnendly way fo
comnect with others at 5t

John's, don't hesifate fo getm
touch wath Lena DMelton at

(2287 2199711 for mome
information.
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Electronic Service Requested

FOR YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS OF
LARGE PRINT LITERATURE!
A30y L;L.l LA

Our parish library Las been
blessed with more than

S50 large print book donations!
-

Thanks to vour incredible penerosicy,
oUte cPrent seeds have been met.

ri
our kindress has helped mzke ovcr librane
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