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You’ve heard of it, been exposed to it and likely even know some designers 
who are successfully using affiliate marketing to boost revenue for their
business. And now you want to  give it a go yourself. 

Makes sense.  

It’s a pretty simple concept. You share monetized links for products or
services and get compensated when someone buys a product. What’s not 
to love?

What makes affiliate marketing a great option for designers is that it’s an 
easy, fast and flexible way for you to add additional revenue channels to your 
business by doing exactly what you already do on a daily basis – recommend 
products. 

Whether you are working one-on-one with a client or writing up a 
blog post on your top five picks for brass faucets - every client project,
blog post or social mention could be monetized to drive additional
revenue into your pockets and this in-depth guide will show you exactly
how to do it.

Affiliate marketing
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What you’ll learn
Why more designers are embracing affiliate marketing

Where to find affiliate programs and how to join

How much you can expect to make with affiliate marketing

How to use affiliate links for client projects

How to use affiliate links on social media to generate passive 
revenue

The difference between trade and affiliate accounts
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BONUS:

Because navigating the networks can be a little 
confusing, I’ve also included a bonus section at the end 
of this e-book that provides a complete step-by-step 
guide for navigating the top 4 affiliate networks so you 
can get rolling immediately
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Why more designers are 
embracing affiliate marketing
If you’ve been using trade accounts and charging mark-ups up until now you 
might think, “Why bother with affiliate marketing? My current setup works 
just fine.” And that is totally your choice. Depending on your business, it might 
very well be the right choice. 

But the fact of the matter is, the interior design industry has been evolving 
dramatically over the last several years and many designers are finding 
themselves having to adapt their business models in order to meet the new 
demands and changing habits of clients.

With giant online retailers providing a massive range of products, low 
prices and fast shipping, it’s created a number of new challenges for 
interior designers. 

These days it’s very easy for clients to find items online and purchase them 
directly from the vendor instead of ordering through their designer. 

It’s also becoming more challenging to convince clients to purchase trade 
only products that can take weeks and months to arrive when a similar 
looking item can be found online that ships in days and includes free returns. 
Humans are impulsive creatures and when we want something we want it 
now and at no risk.
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So instead of losing out on all that mark-up revenue and getting bupkis for 
your time, many designers have embraced affiliate links as a way to earn 
commissions on products that the client chooses to shop themselves.

Plus a massive added benefit to using affiliate links is that you can generate 
additional passive revenue streams for your business by monetizing all your 
social content.

One design board or blog post could be shared with hundreds or thousands 
of readers and generate ongoing sales for your business with very little effort.

Sound like something that’s worth testing out?

Great. Sit down and grab a cup of coffee. Because in this e-book we’re going 
to break affiliate marketing down step by step. 

You’ll be an affiliate expert (and earner) in no time.
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Who I am and why you can
trust me
Hi, I’m Sheilah MacSporran, the CEO of DesignFiles, and I’ve spent the last 
decade creating online design tools, first for homeowners and now exclusively 
for interior designers. This is my lifeblood, my business, and my passion–to 
make interior design tools that are functional, fun and save creative business 
owners time and money. 

Over the years I’ve seen how the changes in the industry have affected 
interior designers and their businesses. Putting in hours of work only to end 
up getting shopped by your client is beyond frustrating. And let’s face it, many 
of those ‘designer discounts’ are getting smaller and smaller, barely making it 
worth your while to manage the ordering process for certain products. 

So if you’ve been feeling the same and you’re looking for other ways to 
increase revenue for your business, my hope is that this ebook will provide 
you with new ways to maximize your time, creativity and profits.

—
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Trade vs. affiliate accounts. 
What’s the difference?
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Let’s start by getting familiar with the lingo. Trade accounts and affiliate 
accounts are two completely different beasts. Success comes from 
understanding the difference between the two so you can determine which is 
the best fit for your business on a whole or even on a project by project basis.

Trade Accounts Affiliate Links

You're responsible for ordering the 
product, managing delivery and handling 
any returns.

In order to apply for a trade account 
you will need to provide a valid resale 
certificate for the Interior Design or Retail 
Home Furnishings trade.

Affiliate programs don't require this 
certification. Anyone can join and earn 
commissions from products they promote.

The client orders the products and works 
directly with the retailer if an item needs 
to be returned.

When you are accepted into the vendor 
trade program you get a designer discount 
on the items. You can then add your 
mark-up to that item to create a custom 
price for your client. If the client approves 
the product, you would then invoice 
your client for the amount and order 
the product on behalf of your client. You 
purchase the item at the discounted rate 
from your vendor and you earn the 
mark-up amount you charged your client.

If you don't want to be in charge of 
ordering the product on behalf of your client 
or dealing with any product returns, you can 
choose to use affiliate links instead. 
In this case, the client shops the item retail, 
and you simply earn a commission for 
recommending the product. You can also 
earn affiliate revenue from social media 
followers and blog readers who purchase 
the products you promote.
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There are two main ways to find affiliate 
programs

Affiliate Networks
A place to join/manage multiple affiliate programs, get links, and track 
commissions. CJ Affiliate and RewardStyle Affiliate are two of the most 
popular. What’s great about joining an affiliate network is that you can see 
stats on each affiliate like their EPC (earnings per click) which is a good 
indicator on how much you can make with them. The higher the number, 
the better. 

Individual Affiliate Programs
Some companies aren’t part of affiliate networks but run their own program 
which you can find on their website (or Google it). You won’t see any stats 
about the program (like EPC) but these programs are a great option to earn 
affiliate commission from brands you already know and trust. 

Which networks to join

There are so many affiliate programs and networks out there, it can be 
overwhelming. So to help you get started, we’re going to cover four of the 
top affiliate networks you can join. This will give you access to thousands 
of vendor programs and make everything much easier to manage.

CJ.com

Shareasale.com

RewardStyle.com

Sovrn.com

http://www.cj.com
https://about.rewardstyle.com/influencers
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Getting approved
Some Affiliate Networks require very little of you to get accepted while 
others put you through a more rigorous approval process. I’ve included the 
requirements for each affiliate network in the bonus guide at the end of this 
ebook so you can determine which networks are the best fit for you.

Choosing vendors programs within the 
networks
Some affiliate networks like ShareaSale and CJ will require that you apply 
to the individual vendor programs within the network before you can access 
affiliate links for those brands. 

Other networks like Sovrn and RewardStyle don’t require this step. You simply 
get access to all the brands when you join. 

Regardless of the set up, each brand within the network will have their own 
terms and conditions and their own commission rate so be sure to take a
moment to review each brand’s program details. 

Networks like CJ.com and Shareasale.com will tell you exactly what
commission rate you can expect to earn from each vendor in the network. 
You’ll see the commission rate in the program terms and conditions.
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Whereas other Affiliate networks like Sovrn and RewardStyle can have
variable commission rates. This means that the commission rate changes 
as you can see in the below Sovrn message for the Pier 1 program.

With RewardStyle you’ll see the estimated commission as a dollar amount 
rather than a percentage amount.

My recommendation would be to test out several networks and see which 
network works best for you. 

To help you find the vendors you love, I put together a list of 86 of the highest 
paying and most popular affiliate programs for interior designers and which 
network you can find them in.
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Your go-to list of vendor programs and where 
to find them

1-800Lighting

2 Modern

Anthropologie

Ballard Designs

Bed Bath and Beyond

Belle and June

Burke Decor

Design Within Reach

Designer Living

Dot & Bo

Graham & Brown, Inc.

Great Big Canvas

Hayneedle

Jonathan Adler

Kaufmann Mercantile

Kirkland’s

Lamps Plus

Lumens Light + Living

Mark and Graham

Modern Bathroom

One Kings Lane

Pier 1 Imports

Pottery Barn Kids

Rejuvenation

rugsusa.com

Wayfair.com

West Elm

Williams-Sonoma

Ylighting

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Sovrn

Multiple commission rates

7%

4%

Multiple commission rates

Multiple commission rates

7%

8%

Multiple commission rates

12%

5%

10%

10%

8%–10%

6%

7%

2.5%

2.5%

12%

3%

4%–8%

5%

Multiple commission rates

3%

8%

Multiple commission rates

7%

3%

3%

12%
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Antique Farm House

Blue Sky Environments Interior Decor

Caitlin Wilson Design

Fernish

Furbish Studio

Interior Define

Karen Jai Home

LNC HOME

McGee & Co.

Modshop

Smart Furniture

StyleUp

The Citizenry 

Ballard Designs

Bed Bath and Beyond

Belle and June

CB2

CuddleDown

Design Within Reach

Dot & Bo

Frontgate

Grandin Road

Herman Miller

Inside Weather

La-Z-Boy

Pier 1

Ruggable

Wayfair Professional

World Market 

1stdibs

Amazon.com

Anne Selke

Ashley Furniture

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

Shareasale.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

cj.com

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

7%

10%

10%

7%

15%

10%

5%

5%

10%

7%

5%

10%–20%

8%

8%

1%–5%

5%–6%

3%

5%

5%

5%

5%

5%

4%

5%

5%

4%

3%

10%

3.5%

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate
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Buybuybaby

CB2

Cost Plus World Market

Crate and Barrel

Dillards

Etsy

France and Son

Frontgate

Horchow

Joss and main

Lamps Plus

Mackenzie-Childs

Macys

McGee & Co

Neiman Marcus

Office Depot

One Kings Lane

Pottery Barn

Scout & Nimble

Serena & Lily

Target

Wayfair North America

West Elm

Williams-Sonoma

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

RewardStyle (LTK)

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate

Varying rate
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Alright back to business here. As you can see in the previous table, when you 
join these affiliate programs the average commission rate is about 7%-8%. 
There are programs that offer a higher commission rate, for instance, 
StyleUp Corp will give you 10%-20% on the sale of a product. And on the flip 
side, some big name vendors offer a much lower commission rate. CB2, Crate 
& Barrel and West Elm all offer a 3% commission. Depending on the scope and 
style of your project, you will likely want to pick products from a variety of 
stores to maximize your commission on each job.

So, How Much Money Does 7% Turn Into?

Let’s say that you’re working on a client project and over the course of the 
project you end up recommending $25,000 of furnishings for their space. 
Not unreasonable, right? Now, if you add an affiliate link to each product, you 
could easily earn an extra $1,750.00 on top of what you already billed for your 
time. This is why affiliate links are a no-brainer for designers who would prefer 
not to handle the ordering/return process. And because every major 
retailer uses them, you don’t have to sacrifice the quality of your designs to 
make more money. All it takes is a few minutes to grab the links. 
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7 Questions to ask before joining a
vendor program

Do you know and trust the vendor? 
This is critical! There will always be affiliate programs that pay a high 
commission rate, but if that vendor doesn’t deliver a quality product, or 
provides terrible customer service, it will reflect badly on you and your 
business. In other words–Choose Wisely.

Not all affiliate programs are created equal, so be sure to do your due 
diligence and ask yourself a few questions before signing up.

1

Does your client know and trust the vendor? 
If your client already loves and regularly shops from a certain online 
retailer, it doesn’t hurt to recommend products from that brand. Your 
goal is to get your client to purchase every item you propose, so if it fits 
your design, recommending products from their favorite shop will 
dramatically increase the likelihood that the product will be purchased.

2

Does the vendor provide excellent customer service?
I know I touched on this above but it bears repeating. Many larger online 
vendors have upped the ante when it comes to outstanding customer 
service (free shipping, easy returns, product tracking, white glove
delivery service, etc). By working with vendors like this you can ensure 
that your client has a fantastic experience even if there’s an issue with 
one of the items. You don’t want to risk losing return clients because of 
poor customer service from a third party.

3
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What is the average order size (AOS) or Earning Per Click (EPC) value?
The AOS and EPC are good indicators on how much you can make with 
the vendor. The higher the number, the better.

EPC, short for average Earnings per 100 clicks, is used to measure the 
average earnings within a 7 day period that you can expect to earn for 
every 100 clicks you generate. This metric helps you determine which 
vendors to promote. 

AOS (Average order size), also known as average order value, is the 
average amount of money a customer spends in one transaction 
from that vendor. So if Ballard Designs AOS (average order size) is $290.00 
and World Market’s AOS is $150 and both have the same commission rate, 
you have an opportunity to make more by promoting Ballard products.

Obviously you need to pick brands that work for your unique client 
following, but checking the AOS and EPC can be a great way to determine 
which programs will help boost your earnings. You’ll see both these stats 
in the terms and conditions within the vendor’s program.

4

How long is the Referral Lead Time?
This is also important. Each vendor will set their own referral lead time. 
Some will set it at 7 days while others could be upwards of 30 days. 
So what does this mean for you? Say a user clicked on an affiliate link on 
your blog and reviewed the product on the vendor’s site but didn’t make 
a purchase. They later go back to the advertiser site and end up buying 
the item. As long as the transaction occurs during the referral period, 
you will receive the commission for the sale. Therefore, the longer the 
referral period the better :)

5
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What kind of commission will you earn?
There are two main ways you can earn commissions - CPC (cost per click) 
and CPA (cost per action). You will find what commission type the vendor 
offers in their program details. 

CPC basically means that you will earn a commission every time 
someone clicks on the link to view the product. Whether they buy the 
product or not is irrelevant. You earn for each click. You should know that 
the commission you get for CPC will be pennies. If you are an influencer 
with a massive social following this might be an option that could add 
up for you. 

A much more lucrative option would be to look for vendor programs 
that offer CPA (cost per action) commissions. This means you earn a 
commission if someone takes action and ‘buys’ the product. On average 
you can earn anywhere from 2%-10% of the total product price
depending on the vendor program you join. 

To give you an idea of the difference we’re talking about -- with a CPA 
commission you would earn $43.81 for the following Serena and Lily 
counter stool. With a CPC commission you typically earn a couple 
pennies per click.

6

This is why it’s soooooo important to check the vendor program 
terms before you choose to promote their products. 
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Can you get a higher commission rate?
When you first join an affiliate program you’ll get the standard 
commission rate from the company. But if over time you generate a lot 
of sales for a particular vendor, you can contact the retailer’s affiliate 
rep and ask for a higher commission rate. If they see that you’re bringing 
them a substantial amount of business, they’ll consider increasing your 
rate to make sure you keep promoting their products. 

7
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Standard things to know about your
commission payments
Minimum payout amount

Each affiliate network will have a minimum dollar amount that you need 
to reach before they send your payment to you. For example the minimum 
amount in RewardStyle is $100 and the minimum amount in CJ is $50.

Available vs. pending commissions

When you join these affiliate networks you will have a dashboard where you 
will see your earnings broken down into two main categories–Available and 
Pending commissions. Each network will use different terms but here’s what 
this means.

Available commissions 
These are the commissions that are available for payment. This means the 
sale of the product went through and there was no return from the end
consumer. The sale is officially complete which means you have now earned 
your commission. Yay!

Pending Commissions
Pending commissions indicate that the commissions can be modified or
reversed. In this case the end consumer has purchased the product but there 
might be a window of 30-60 days where the consumer can choose to return 
the product. In these cases your commission will be held until the end of that 
locking period. Most locking periods are 30 to 60 days. Once the commission 
is locked, you will receive it in the following payment cycle.
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As an interior designer, there are two main ways you can generate passive 
income from your affiliate links.

Now let’s start generating commissions

Let’s start with client projects, because that is where you will earn the 
majority of your commissions

Through your client projects

Through your blog and social media posts

1

2

How to use affiliate links to increase your profits on client projects

If you like the idea of earning a commission without you having to manage the 
ordering and return process, affiliate links are the way to go. 

For example, let’s say that you created this design and you are ready to share 
it with your client.
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Woah! Let’s pump those breaks for a minute. 

Before your client gets their hands on that shopping list, you’ll want to make 
sure you’ve added your affiliate links so you get a kick back for all that hard 
work. It’s not like these items that work so beautifully together just manifested 
themselves out of thin air. It takes time and skill to source the perfect products 
and put together a killer design. You deserve to be compensated for that.

To add your affiliate links to each item you’ll need to pop over to your affiliate 
network or use their browser extension tools to grab your trackable affiliate 
links (If that sounds confusing, check out the step by step guides for each 
network at the end of this book to see exactly how this works). You’ll copy that 
link and paste it into the product list that you share with your client. When your 
client clicks that link to purchase the item, you earn the commission. 

If you’re using DesignFiles to create your design boards and shopping lists, you 
can follow the steps below:
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Next to the name of every product, you can click on the three dots to edit the 
product details (see image below).

Then simply replace the original product link with your affiliate product link 
and hit save.
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Boom. It’s that easy. Now, when you invite the client in to review the design 
and shop the look, you’ll earn a commission for every purchase they make. 

Keep in mind, you might not be able to add an affiliate link for every single 
product. Through the affiliate programs and networks I listed above, you 
should be able to earn a commission on the vast majority of items. But
sometimes, there will be a product that is perfect for a client’s space for which 
there is no affiliate potential. And that’s okay. Charge appropriately for the 
time you put in and you’ll still come out on top.
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When it comes to social media driven affiliate sales, you’ll want to be very
strategic. Here are some important tips to keep in mind.

Increasing your affiliate income with 
social media

Choose the right products and brands
A client who has hired you for design services might be more willing to 
shop from a small, niche site to get that perfect accessory that you
recommended specifically for them. For social media posts you’ll want 
to focus on promoting products from brands that millions of people 
already know and trust so you can avoid any barriers and increase your 
chances of making the sale.

1

Provide helpful content for your following
As they say, content is king. Content marketing has taken the marketing 
industry by storm because people don’t want to feel sold to. They want 
to feel like you’re helping them, educating them, and even inspiring them. 
So get creative and write up product reviews, reveals, stories, installation 
guides, and other useful content around the products you are promoting.

Make video part of your strategy
While you don’t have to add videos to your blog posts, it is an effective 
strategy. If you’re camera shy, set a goal to release one video per month, 
instead of on a weekly basis. Use your videos to show a design hack, a 
room reveal, a product comparison or create short videos for designing 
a particular area in the home like a fireplace mantle. They could be a few 
minutes max and that extra dash of personality will go a long way 
towards inspiring trust (and conversions).

2

3
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Keep affiliate links to a minimum
Google won’t rank spammy-looking content, so make sure all your posts 
are not always starting with or consisting only of affiliated products. 

Instead start your affiliate driven posts with great educational content 
and tips that help the reader. Include your affiliate links within the 
content and aim for fewer than 5 affiliate links per post.

If you’re looking for an easy way to create shoppable blog posts try out 
the DesignFiles Shop-the-Look feature. With just a few clicks you can 
embed a design board and the full shopping list directly into your blog 
post making it super easy for any blog visitor to shop your 
recommendations.

4
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You can also watch this video to see how easy it is to monetize and share 
your design boards.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M26rSRsMed8&ab_channel=Design-
Files.co

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M26rSRsMed8&ab_channel=DesignFiles.co
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Need some ideas for great content that you can 
share and monetize from?
Pop open any home and garden magazine. If anyone is a pro at selling products 
it’s these guys. What kind of content are they sharing? How are they laying out 
their pages? You’ll find loads of great inspiration in your favorite magazines. 

Some great options include:

High vs. low
Show how clients can get a high end look at a price that fits their budget.
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Exciting new products and trends
Keep your followers up to date on the latest products and trends. For
example, let’s say that a big part of your design ethos is using eco friendly and 
sustainable products. Take a cue from House and Home who created a post 
that shows 5 exciting new eco friendly products they’re loving this month.
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Holiday decor
Is there a major holiday coming up? Perfect. Create a board that shares your 
favourite tips for celebrating the holiday in style like this Farmhouse Holiday 
design from Remodelaholic.



32

Product reviews and comparisons
Or how about your top ten picks including reviews and comparisons on
a specific type of product like Beth and Danielle did with their top
recommendation for brass faucets.
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The helpful expert
Respond directly to comments on your posts or in your social groups. 
Ex: Someone can’t find a quality MCM tripod floor lamp. Follow up with your 
recommendations and provide links to the products. It’s a great way to build 
a bond, establish yourself as an expert and potentially turn that person into a 
paying client in the future.
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Should you disclose that you’re using 
affiliate links?
Legally, you are required to mention if a post contains affiliate links.

Here’s a great example of how to write an affiliate disclosure from 
Justine Grey:

What I like about this is that it is not too technical sounding, it’s filled with
personality and it clearly gets across what affiliate marketing is. 

You could also choose to keep it simple and use something like the following:

Simply add your affiliate disclosure in the footer of your website. Or, if you 
don’t want it visible on every page, you could add this at the bottom of any 
post that contains affiliate links.

Remember people like transparency and will reward that transparency by 
purposefully returning to your site and using your affiliate link when they are 
ready to buy.

"Since I share affiliate marketing strategies with awesome people like you, naturally my 
content may contain affiliate links for products I use and love. If you take action (ie: subscribe, 
make a purchase) after clicking one of these links, I'll earn some coffee money           which I 
promise to drink while creating more helpful content like this."

“This [blog post / web page]contains affiliate links. If you purchase from me, I may earn a small 
commission at no extra cost to you.”
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Time to get started!

Alright. You made it to the end of this crash course on affiliate marketing. 
Now it’s time to put the theory into action. Whether you are working one-on-
one with a client or writing killer content for social, everything you do can be 
monetized to generate additional revenue that you are otherwise leaving on 
the table.

Keep in mind, this isn’t a get rich quick scenario. The amount you earn is 
directly tied to the effort you put in and people can detect when someone is 
being insincere with their motives. So remember - be authentic, focus on your 
area of expertise, provide helpful information, promote products you truly 
believe in and the end result will be a deeper connection with your audience 
and far greater returns on your affiliate income.
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I didn’t want to leave you hanging. The technical aspects of affiliate marketing 
can keep some designers from ever giving it a go. But I want you to be able to 
start earning right away, so I put together this guide to help you join and
navigate four of the top affiliate networks.

Your ultimate guide to
navigating affiliate networks
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Your step by step guide for joining the 
CJ.com affiliate network

You can start the sign-up process here:
https://signup.cj.com/member/signup/publisher/#/

Requirements for being accepted:

There are no page view or following size requirements for CJ publishers. 

Anyone can sign up for CJ’s platform no matter if they are just getting started 
or are getting millions of page views per day. 

Your website, blog, etc. will need to pass a network quality review. This review 
will audit your traffic to ensure that the traffic you’re getting on your site and 
subsequently the people you’re sending to your advertisers, are all legitimate, 
valid users and that the content you promote does not include adult, violent or 
illegal content. In other words, they are checking to make sure you are not run-
ning a shady business. 

Your website must be compliant in accordance with the Coalition for Better Ads.

When applying you should also use your custom domain email address, such 
as you@yourdomain.com. It is recommended that you do not use a free email 
service such as Gmail, Yahoo, Hotmail, etc.

https://signup.cj.com/member/signup/publisher/#/
https://www.betterads.org/standards/
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Once your account is up and running, you’ll be able to review all available 
Advertisers (Vendors) programs on the CJ network by going to the Advertisers 
tab. 

Navigating the network
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On the left hand side you can filter the advertisers by category (ex: home and 
garden), country, currency, ...etc.

Make your selections and then click the “Search” button.
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On the right hand side you will see the list of vendor programs based on your 
filters. When you find a vendor you like, click on the vendor’s name in the list 
to see the program’s terms and conditions. 

This is where you will learn what commission you get as well as other details 
about the program. If you want to join the program click the Apply to Program 
button.

Some notable brands in CJ include: 

Ballard Designs
Bed Bath and Beyond 
Belle and June
CB2 
CuddleDown
Design Within Reach
Dot & Bo
Frontgate

Grandin Road 
Herman Miller 
Inside Weather
La-Z-Boy
Pier 1 
Ruggable
Wayfair Professional
World Market
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When you have been granted access to vendor programs you can start 
grabbing product affiliate links which you can add to your product lists to 
earn commissions anytime a client purchases a product.

How to create and use CJ affiliate links
Option 1: Deep Link Generator
CJ’s deep link generator allows you to create a deep link without having to
log into the CJ Account Manager and search for individual products. This 
handy tool makes it quick and easy for you to visit a vendor’s site and grab
the affiliate link for products you are sourcing.

All you need to do is install the bookmarklet on your toolbar by clicking the 
link below and following the below steps.

https://members.cj.com/member/3035685/publisher/links/tools/

To place the deep link generator on your toolbar, follow these steps:

Open a supported browser (Chrome, Firefox, Safari)

Make sure that your bookmarks toolbar is visible in the selected browser

Drag CJ Deep Link generator to your bookmarks toolbar

Once you have done that you can go to the website of one of the vendors 
that you just joined, find a product, and click the CJ Deep Link Generator 
bookmarklet.

1

2

3

https://members.cj.com/member/3035685/publisher/links/tools/
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This will automatically generate your trackable affiliate link which you can add 
to any product list, social post or blog post to allow customers/followers to 
purchase the item. If they click the item and buy it. You earn the commission 
for the sale of the product. 

Option 2: Grabbing affiliate links within your CJ account manager
Click on the Links tab at the top of your CJ account and select the Search 
option.

On the left hand side, switch from ‘Links’ to ‘Products’. Add the vendor’s name 
to the search field. You can also narrow your search by product name or SKU 
then click the search button.
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You’ll see all the vendor’s products appear in the search results to the right. 
When you see the product you want, click the “get code” button
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Be sure to select “Click URL” for the code type

Then highlight and copy the code and add it to any product list, social post or 
blog post to allow customers/followers to purchase the item. If they click the 
item and purchase it. You earn the commission for the sale of the product.
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Your step by step guide for joining the 
Sovrn.com affiliate network
You can start the sign-up process here:
https://www.sovrn.com/publishers/commerce/

Requirements for being accepted:

There are no page view or following size requirements for Sovrn publishers. 

Anyone can sign up for Sovrn’s platform no matter if they are just getting 
started or are getting millions of page views per day. 

Your website, blog, etc. will need to pass a network quality review. This review 
will audit your traffic to ensure that the traffic you’re getting on your site and 
subsequently the people you’re sending to your advertisers, are all legitimate, 
valid users and that the content you promote does not include adult, violent 
or illegal content. In other words, they are checking to make sure you are not 
running a shady business. 

Your website must be compliant in accordance with the Coalition for Better Ads.

When applying you should also use your custom domain email address, such 
as you@yourdomain.com. It is recommended that you do not use a free email 
service such as Gmail, Yahoo, Hotmail, etc.

https://www.sovrn.com/publishers/commerce/
https://www.betterads.org/standards/
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When you log into your account click the option that says
“Take me to Sovrn Commerce”

Navigating the network

From there you can go to the Merchants tab where you will be able to see 
which brands are in the network.
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You can filter the merchants by specific brand name, country and category 
(ex: home and garden). Add your selections and then hit the search button

Some notable brands in Sovrn include:

1-800 Lighting 
2 Modern 
Anthropologie
Ballard Designs
Bed Bath and Beyond
Belle and June
Burke Decor
Design Within Reach
Designer Living
Dot & Bo
Graham & Brown, Inc.
Great Big Canvas
Hayneedle multiple
Jonathan Adler
Kaufmann Mercantile

8% 
7% 
4%
Multiple
2.99%
7%
Multiple
4.99%
12%
5%
10%
10%
Multiple
6%
7%

Kirkland’s
Lamps Plus
Lighting-Direct
Lumens Light + Living
Mark and Graham
Modern Bathroom
One Kings Lane
Pier 1 Imports
Pottery Barn Kids
Rejuvenation
rugsusa.com
Wayfair
West Elm
Williams-Sonoma
Ylighting

2%
Multiple
8%-10%
12%
3%
4%-8%
Multiple
Multiple
3%
8%
Multiple
7%
3%
3% 
12%
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When you find one you like, click on the merchant’s name in the list to see the 
program’s terms and conditions.

This is where you will learn what commission you get as well as other details 
about the program. 
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With Sovrn you don’t have to join the individual vendor programs. You 
simply look for vendors that are in the system and then you can get straight 
to creating trackable affiliate links for their products. Here are the two ways 
to do that. 

How to create and use Sovrn affiliate links
Option 1: Download the Chrome extension

Just click on Settings in your Sovrn account and then click ‘Sites’ on the left 
hand side. When you do that you’ll see the option to ‘Add Site’ on the right 
hand side of the screen. Just follow the steps to add the locations where you 
plan to use your affiliate links. This can be edited at any time so feel free to 
just add a few for now to get started.

NOTE: Before you use this extension you’ll need to first log into your 
Sovrn account and add all the locations (ex: your website, blog, designfiles 
account, social channels) where you plan to include affiliate links.

Once that is done you can install the Chrome extension on your toolbar by 
clicking on ‘Anywhere’ in the top navigation and then click DOWNLOAD THE 
EXTENSION.
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1. Then click the button that says “Add Extension”.
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The Sovrn extension will then show in the top right hand corner of your 
browser as seen below.

If you want to pin your sovrn extension to your chrome browser so that it is 
always visible you can click on the puzzle piece icon and click the “Pin” button 
as seen below:
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Once you have done that you can go to the website of any vendor that is part 
of the Sovrn network.

When you find a product that you want to use in a client project or share in 
a social post, click the Sovrn extension in the top right hand corner of your 
browser. 
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You’ll see the following panel and be prompted to enter your Secret Key:
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You can find your secret key by logging into your account. Click the ‘Settings’ 
option in the top navigation and then click ‘Sites’ in the left side menu.

Next to your “site” name, will be a few icons. Select the icon that resembles 
a key.
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Copy your ‘Secret key’ and paste it into your Sovrn //Commerce extension 
and then click the validate button.

In the extension, select the site you’ll be using and press Start!
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From there you will be able to copy your monetized link and add it to a 
client project or social post to earn commissions on any sales. 
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Option 2: Create links within your Sovrn account manager
You can also use Sovrn’s link generator which makes it quick and easy for you to 
visit a vendor’s site and grab a product url and turn that into a trackable affiliate 
link. Here’s how it works.

Go to the website of one of the vendors that is part of the Sovrn network.
Highlight and copy the product url and then log into your Sovrn affiliate
account.

NOTE: See how the above vendor is offering CPC (cost per click) commissions. 
This is a case where you might want to look for another vendor that is offering 
CPA (cost per action) commissions so you can earn tens or hundreds of dollars 
per sale vs a few pennies per click.
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Click on the Anywhere tab and paste the url into the field that says
URL to Affiliate.
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Highlight and copy the link and add it to any product list, social post or blog 
post to allow customers/followers to purchase the item. If they click the item 
and purchase it. You earn the commission for the sale of the product.

The “Optimize Link” setting will allow Sovrn //Commerce to redirect your link 
to a different merchant that is carrying the exact same product but is paying 
a higher commission rate. If you want to allow this, click the Optimize Link 
checkbox.

If desired, you can also click the checkbox to shorten your URL with Bit.ly.

Then click the Build button to create your trackable affiliate link. 
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Your step by step guide for joining the 
Shareasale.com affiliate network
You can start the sign-up process here:
https://account.shareasale.com/newsignup.cfm

Requirements for being accepted:

There are no page view or following size requirements for Share a Sale 
publishers. 

Anyone can sign up for Share a Sale’s platform no matter if they are just getting 
started or are getting millions of page views per day. 

Your website, blog, etc. will need to pass a network quality review. This review 
will audit your traffic to ensure that the traffic you’re getting on your site and 
subsequently the people you’re sending to your advertisers, are all legitimate, 
valid users and that the content you promote does not include adult, violent or 
illegal content. In other words, they are checking to make sure you are not run-
ning a shady business. 

Your website must be compliant in accordance with the Coalition for Better Ads.

When applying you should also use your custom domain email address, such 
as you@yourdomain.com. It is recommended that you do not use a free email 
service such as Gmail, Yahoo, Hotmail, etc.

https://account.shareasale.com/newsignup.cfm
https://www.betterads.org/standards/
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Once your account is up and running, you’ll be able to review all available 
vendor programs in the Shareasale network by going to the Merchants tab.

Navigating the network

On the left hand side you can filter the merchants by keyword or category 
(ex: home and garden). 
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Some notable brands in ShareaSale include:

Interior Define
Modshop
McGee & Co.
Smart Furniture
StyleUp
Karen Jai Home
Furbish Studio

Blue Sky Enviro. Interior Decor
The Citizenry
LNC HOME
Caitlin Wilson Design
Fernish
Antique Farm House

10%
8%
5%
10%
7%
7%

10% 
7%
10%
5%
10%-20%
5%
15%

On the right hand side you will see the list of vendor programs based on your 
filters. When you find a vendor you like, click on the vendor’s name in the list 
to see the program’s terms and conditions.
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When you have been granted access to vendor programs you can start
grabbing product affiliate links which you can add to your product lists or 
social posts to earn commissions anytime a client purchases a product.

This is where you will learn what commission you get as well as other details 
about the program. To join the program click the Join Program button.
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How to create and use Shareasale affiliate links
Option 1: Download the Bookmarklet
Shareasale’s bookmarklet allows you to create a deep link without having to 
log into the Shareasale Account Manager and search for individual products. 
This handy tool makes it quick and easy for you to visit a vendor’s site and 
generate trackable affiliate links.

Install the bookmarklet on your toolbar by clicking the link below and
following the steps. 

https://account.shareasale.com/a-bookmarklet.cfm

Open a supported browser (Chrome, Firefox, Safari).

Click and drag the ‘ShareaSale Product Discovery Tool’ button to 
your bookmarks toolbar.

Make sure that your bookmarks toolbar is visible in the selected browser.

1

3

2

Once you have done that you can go to the website of one of the vendors that 
you just joined, find a product, and click the Discovery tool bookmarklet.

https://account.shareasale.com/a-bookmarklet.cfm 
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This will launch the following panel. Now bare with me because this looks 
more complicated than it really is. Shareasale gives you a number of option to 
pick a specific image and customize the link with text but all you really need 
to do is click the button at the button that says “I just want the link only”
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Then click the option that says URL only:

Then copy the trackable link and add to any item in your product list, social 
post or blog post. If a customer/follower clicks the item and buys it, you earn 
the commission for the sale of the product. 
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Option 2: Create links within your Shareasale account manager
You can also use shareasales link generator which makes it quick and easy 
for you to visit a vendor’s site and grab a product url and turn that into a 
trackable affiliate link. Here’s how it works.

Go to the website of one of the vendors that you just joined and find a 
product you want to recommend. Highlight and copy the product url and 
then log into your Shareasale affiliate account.

Click on the Links tab at the top of your Shareasale account and select Create 
a Custom Link to a Page
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Paste the url into the field, then click the button to create your trackable link.
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Then highlight and copy the code and add it to any product list, social post or 
blog post to allow customers/followers to purchase the item. If they click the 
item and purchase it. You earn the commission for the sale of the product.

Custom Short Links
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Your step by step guide for joining the 
RewardStyle.com affiliate network (AKA: LTK)

Note: RewardStyle and LIKEtoKNOW.it are now known as LTK.

You can start the sign-up process here: 
https://creator.shopltk.com/apply/home

Requirements for being accepted:

While there are no set page view or following size requirements for RewardStyle 
publishers, they are looking for the following: 

1 platform where you are actively posting 
It could be a blog, youtube, Instagram, Facebook, etc.

Consistency
Reward Style recommends having at least 3-4 months of consistent content 
before applying to join the network.

Engagement
RewardStyle is more interested in authentic interactions
(ex: likes, comments) over the number of followers you have. Aim for a
minimum of 3.5% engagement in your posts. In other words, if you get 100 
views on a post you want to see at least 3-4 people like or comment on it. 

Quality Content
Your content should be helpful, inspiring and focused on your businesses 
specialty. Your photos should be bright and clean. Blurry, dark images will 
not help your efforts in getting approved so use a free image editing app 

https://creator.shopltk.com/apply/home
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like Pixlr to touch up your images. Lastly, your content must be your own 
original content. This is key. Ditch the stock photos and take your own or post 
moodboards you’ve created.

If you have a friend that’s already using RewardStyle, you can ask them to refer 
you to the platform which will greatly increase your chances of being accepted.

The biggest mistake you can make is applying too early. Take your time. Build 
up your content so you have a solid application for RewardStyle to review. 
Otherwise you might need to wait months before you can apply again. 

Your website, blog, etc. will need to pass a network quality review. This review 
will audit your traffic to ensure that the traffic you’re getting on your site and 
subsequently the people you’re sending to your advertisers, are all legitimate, 
valid users and that the content you promote does not include adult, violent or 
illegal content. In other words. they are checking to make sure you are not 
running a shady business. 

Your website must be compliant in accordance with the Coalition for Better Ads.

When applying you should also use your custom domain email address, such 
as you@yourdomain.com. It is recommended that you do not use a free email 
service such as Gmail, Yahoo, Hotmail, etc.

https://pixlr.com/
https://www.betterads.org/standards/
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Most designers find this process a bit tedious and find it’s faster and easier 
to just use the Link Ninja extension to go directly to a vendor’s site and see if 
they are part of the LTK network.

But just to give you an idea of the kind of brands that are available, here’s a 
condensed list:

Once approved you can log into your account to browse their extensive list of 
brands through the main products tab.

Navigating the network
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1stdibs
Amazon.com
Anne Selke
Ashley Furniture
Buybuybaby
CB2
Cost Plus World Market
Crate and Barrel
Dillards
Etsy
France and Son
Frontgate
Horchow
Joss and main

Lamps Plus
Mackenzie-Childs
Macys
McGee & Co
Neiman Marcus
Officedepot
One Kings Lane
Pottery Barn
Scout & Nimble
Serena & Lily
Target
Wayfair North America
West Elm
Williams Sonoma

You can access link Ninja by going to the Tools tab and clicking Link Ninja at 
the bottom of the menu. 
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Then just click and drag the link ninja button up to your bookmarks bar. 

You can now create affiliate links with a couple of clicks directly from the 
brand or retailer’s website. 

For example, if you’re looking at a product on Serena & Lily, you can click the 
Link Ninja bookmark to automatically create your unique affiliate link without 
needing to log into RewardStyle. Link Ninja will also show you what the 
estimated commission is on the product.
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From there you will be able to copy your monetized link and add it to a
client project or social post to earn commissions on any sales.
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If the retailer is not part of the network you’ll know immediately because 
you will see this message when you click the Link Ninja bookmark on a non 
affiliated retailer site. 
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