
How to Choose the Right 
Tutor for Your Child:  

A Parent’s Guide
Choosing the right tutor can help your child build confidence, improve academic 
skills, and feel more comfortable with schoolwork. Whether they need help with 
a subject, test preparation, homework, or extra practice, the tutor should match 
their learning needs and personality. 

A good tutor offers more than subject knowledge. They should communicate 
clearly, understand your child, create a supportive class environment, and adjust 
their teaching style when needed.

IDENTIFY YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING NEEDS 
Start by defining what your child needs help with. Are they struggling with a subject, 
preparing for a test, or looking for extra practice?
Consider:
•	Subject and specific challenges
•	Academic goals
•	Short-term or ongoing support
•	One-on-one or group classes 

Clear goals make it easier to find a tutor with 
the right experience.
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LOOK BEYOND 
SUBJECT KNOWLEDGE
Subject knowledge matters, but a tutor 
must also explain ideas clearly and adapt 
to the student.

Look for someone who listens, asks useful 
questions, encourages participation, 
provides feedback, and changes their 
approach when a student is confused.
The best tutor is often the person who can 
explain the material in a way your child 
understands.

FIND A TEACHING 
STYLE THAT FITS
Students learn in different ways. Some 
prefer detailed explanations, while 
others learn through practice, discussion, 
demonstrations, or projects. 

Choose a tutor who can adjust the pace 
and activities to suit your child. A patient, 
interactive approach may work best for 
students who become frustrated or lose 
focus easily.

CHECK COMMUNICATION SKILLS
Good communication between the tutor, student, and parent 
supports better results.

During your first conversation, notice whether the tutor listens 
and asks about your child. They should clearly explain their 
teaching approach, class structure, progress tracking, parent 
communication, and required materials.

Teaching methods vary by age 
and grade level. Younger students 
may benefit from activities, visual 
examples, and frequent interaction. 
Older students may prefer 
explanations, practice exercises, and 
subject-specific strategies.

When reviewing a tutor’s profile, 
check their experience with your 
child’s age, grade, subject, skill level, 
and goals.

CONSIDER AGE AND 
ACADEMIC LEVEL
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CHOOSE BETWEEN 
ONE-ON-ONE AND 
GROUP CLASSES
One-on-One Classes

One-on-one tutoring provides focused 
attention and can be helpful for students 
who need personalized support, a 
flexible pace, private questions, or test 
preparation.

Group Classes

Group classes allow students to learn 
with peers, participate in discussions, 
and practice collaboration. They may 
suit students who enjoy interaction and a 
social learning environment.
The best format depends on your child’s 
needs and preferences.

CHECK THE SCHEDULE
The tutor’s availability should fit your 
family’s routine. Consider school, 
homework, activities, family commitments, 
and preferred study times.
A realistic schedule makes it easier for 
your child to attend classes consistently 
and build productive habits.

CONSIDER ONLINE OR 
IN-PERSON CLASSES 
Online classes can offer more teacher 
options, flexible scheduling, and no travel 
time. In-person classes may suit students 
who prefer face-to-face interaction or a 
physical learning space.
Consider your child’s preferences, 
technology, transportation, schedule, and 
available tutors before deciding.
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Before classes begin, agree on clear goals. These might include improving a 
grade, understanding fractions, preparing for the SAT, strengthening writing skills, 
or completing homework more independently.

Progress may first appear as greater confidence, better participation, improved 
understanding, or more independent work not only higher grades.

SET GOALS AND TRACK PROGRESS

Your child should feel respected and comfortable asking questions.
After a few classes, ask:

•	 Did you feel comfortable asking questions?
•	 Did the explanations make sense?
•	 What did you like about the class?
•	 Was anything difficult or frustrating?

If your child consistently feels anxious, ignored, or discouraged, the tutor may not 
be the right match.

CONSIDER YOUR CHILD’S COMFORT

Students learn more effectively when they feel comfortable making mistakes and 
asking for help.

A supportive tutor should encourage your child to say, “I don’t understand this 
yet,” then provide clear explanations and practice. The tutor should challenge 
your child while remaining patient and encouraging.

LOOK FOR A STRONG  
TUTOR-STUDENT CONNECTION

If your child needs ongoing support, consider whether the tutor can continue 
helping as academic needs change. 

For example, a student may begin with general mathematics and later need 
algebra, geometry, or test preparation. A flexible tutor can provide greater value 
over time.

THINK ABOUT LONG-TERM COMPATIBILITY
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COMPARE TUTORS 
CAREFULLY

Factor What to Consider

Experience
Do they work with your child’s age and 

academic level?

Subject knowledge Do they specialize in the needed subject?

Teaching style Does their approach suit your child?

Format Are one-on-one or group classes better?

Schedule Does their availability fit your family?

Location
Is online or in-person instruction more 

practical?

Communication Are they responsive and clear?

Goals Can they support your child’s objectives?

Cost Does the price fit your budget?

Compatibility Does your child feel comfortable with them?

Comparing these factors can make your 
decision easier.

ClassForThat helps parents and students 
connect with teachers offering classes in 
many subjects and formats.

You can look for teachers based on subject 
expertise, availability, learning goals, 
and preferred class format, including  
one-on-one, group, online, and in-person 
options.

Teachers can also use ClassForThat to 
offer classes based on their knowledge, 
experience, and skills.

Compare tutors based on:

FIND A TUTOR WITH CLASSFORTHAT
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QUESTIONS TO ASK  
A TUTOR
Before choosing a tutor, ask: 

•	 What experience do you have with my child’s 
age group?

•	 What subjects do you specialize in?
•	 How do you adapt classes for different 

students?
•	 How do you measure progress?
•	 What does a typical class include?
•	 How do you communicate with parents?
•	 Are you available at suitable times?
•	 Do you offer one-on-one or group classes?
•	 Can you support specific academic goals?
•	 What materials or technology will my child 

need?

The answers can help you decide whether the 
tutor is a good fit.

THE RIGHT TUTOR IS 
ABOUT MORE THAN 
GRADES
Choosing a tutor is about more than finding 
someone who knows the subject. The right tutor 
should communicate well, understand your 
child’s needs, adapt their teaching approach, 
and create a supportive class environment.

With the right support, your child can improve 
understanding, build stronger study habits, 
participate with confidence, and become more 
independent.
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FINAL THOUGHTS
Every student has different needs, strengths, and preferences. The best tutor com-
bines subject knowledge with patience, flexibility, communication, and a teaching 
style that suits your child.

Whether you need academic support, test preparation, homework assistance, or 
help strengthening a specific skill, careful comparison can lead to a more productive 
and positive learning experience.
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