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Preamble 

A chance clearance of a cupboard in an office in Dewsbury Town Hall during a 
departmental relocation in 2008 unearthed a number of documents destined for the 
skip. 

The documents related to large areas of substandard housing which  had been outlined 
in a government report which saw Batley classed second only to Liverpool in having the 
worst standard of housing. Out of 14,000 houses in the Borough 5,000 required to be 
demolished. 

Between 1958-62 the central area to the rear of the Library and the majority of the 
houses in Batley Carr were identified as the main areas for redevelopment. 

The Borough of Batley Housing Inspection document known as "Pinks " related to both internal 
and external condition of each house in each street. The documents included the families that 
lived there and recorded to a certain extent to what conditions these families lived in. They 
represented a Social History of an area in the Heavy Woollen District at that moment in time. 

A quantity of 'The Pinks' were recovered and stored for many years before being recognised for 
their interest and importance by people who had lived in the area at the time. They are now 
documented and preserved for future reference . 

Copies of these are available for inspection and reference at The North Kirklees Family History 
Group research centre. 
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This section of the Booklet is from a publication from Malcolm Haigh, President of Batley 
History Group. Malcolm has granted us permission to use extracts from his book 'The History 
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his words. 
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a message on our website. 

Clearing the Slums (Page 183) 

After the war the Labour controlled Batley Council was faced with two monumental tasks, 
re-housing almost a third of the town's population from nineteenth century slums and 
completing the redevelopment of the town's shopping centre. The shopping plan had been 
mooted as far back as 1919 but it had to take second place to the urgent need to wipe out the 
unhealthy housing conditions in which so many people were living. 

It was an able start but one which only scratched the surface of the massive problem, as 
instanced by the deplorable conditions in Batley Carr, Brownhill and Central Batley. A 
determined start to deal with these was made in 1933 when Batley sought one of the country's 
first compulsory purchase orders to tackle the conditions in the notorious  Hell Square, 
officially named Albert Square, Batley Carr.  

The houses, one up and one  down or two up and one down were clustered together, walls 
bulged from obvious damp, interiors were ill lit and musty from lack of ventilation, overall 
conditions were primitive- no food store, only one cold water tap per house and shared outside 
toilets. Such large families crowded into the small houses that, despite all efforts to keep 
themselves clean, they could not escape from disease particularly chest infections. The Square 
had the highest rate of tuberculosis victims in the town. 



despite the conditions, however, the tenants were non-too-keen to leave their hovels. The 
thoughts of having to pay eight shillings a week to rent a council house in contrast to the 

5s 8d they had been paying was overwhelming to some. 

Slum Town (Page 186) 

Despite this early activity which saw the council  erect almost 1,000 houses  in a short space 
of time, a housing bombshell was dropped in 1954 when an official government report showed 
that Batley had the second worst slum  problem, per head of the population, in the whole 
country. Only Liverpool fared far worse. 

The damning report was a slur on the town's conscience but it was to become a much used 
lever to counter proposed government housing restrictions for many years to come. The 
government had decided , in the early years, how many houses could be built in the town and 
it's figures had often fallen far short of those desired by councillors. Once the government 
report admitted   that 34 percent of the town's 14,075 houses were unfit, that 6,650 were 
back-to-backs and that, at the then current rate of building it would take 50 years to clear 
the problem, the report was ammunition to be used by the town's leaders to change official 
attitudes. 

When Labour lost power in Batley in 1971 a plan had been already drawn up to build a 
massive 1,000 council house estate on fields above Wilton Park. The conservatives who 
assumed control acted on a report which anticipated a small but growing, surplus of house by 
1972 and cancelled the building plans. 

looking back over the re-shaping of the town even those most closly involved agree that it 
might have been better carried out differently. Materials could have been better, estate sites 
could have been better designed and drawn nearer the town centre to minimise the easy access 
to other towns, while features to encourage greater community spirit and pride could have 
been incorporated. 

But that, of course is with the benefit of hindsight. That a 50 year task was faced and 
completed in only 15 years, banishing in the process the dreadful squalor many working clas 
people had to endure, is not without merit. 

Even some warts had to be accepted along the way. 

 



Batley Housing Surveys

Who Lived Where
Chapel Street

Hno Address Town Owner Occupier

01 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome Norman Bedford

03 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome Ann Rowks

05 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome Arthur Watson

07 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome Doreen Woodhouse

09 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome Vera Simms

11 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome John Steel

13 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome Brian Watson

15 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome Vacant

17 Chapel Street Batley Carr Oldfield & Newsome Lilian Scott
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Woodfield Terrace & South View Plan Blackburn buildings & Newsomes Place...

Albert Street, Cross King Street Plan
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Foresters Arms

Town Street & Jack Lane Junction

Batley Carr Mills Bowling Club

Bill Hargreaves's Shop



Upper Road Chapel

Warwick Road School 1970's

Carr Hotel & Brewery

Purlwell Cubs Circa 1958



Ariel View of Batley Carr

King Street / Town Street Junction

Taylor Street ?

New Street



Warwick Road

End of Hartley Street
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Batley Carr Street Map
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Bleak House Family History 

 

Family History Drop-In & Research Centre 

 

Bleak House, 200 Ealand Road, Wilton, Batley, WF17 8JL 

 
Email: bleakhousefamilyhistory@live.co.uk 

Website: www.bleakhousefamilyhistory.co.uk 
  Telephone: 01924 917414 

 
The centre operates on a drop-in basis, and has a volunteer member of staff available to act  
as advisor and helper. Basic computer skills are required or at least key-board knowledge. 
 
The following facilities are available: 

 
Access to the main genealogical sites and help available to use them: 

 

 Ancestry  

 Find My Past  

 Batley Cemetery Records 

 Dewsbury Cemetery Records 

 Batley News, Dewsbury Reporter & Dewsbury District News Archives 

 Local Baptism, Marriage and Burial records available 

 Census Returns up to 1911 

 Forces War Records 

 The British Newspaper Archive 
 
We will shortly be starting a session of FREE beginner’s taster classes. 
If you are interested! Please make contact and leave your details, so 
that we can advise you of start dates as they become available. 
 
Opening times: 
 

 Mondays  9.30 am to 12.30 pm 

 Wednesdays  2.00 pm to   4.30 pm 

 Thursdays  9.30 am to 12.30 pm 

 Fridays  9.30 am to 12.30 pm 
 
Admission to the centre is free, but a donation of £2.50 would be welcome to help cover 
running costs and new equipment. 
 
 
Contacts: 
 

Email: 
bleakhousefamilyhistory@live.co.uk 
 

Telephone: 01924 917414 
 
 

Come along and have a go. 
You'll be amazed at what you 
can find!



Bleak House Family History 

 

Family History Drop-In & Research Centre 

 

Bleak House, 200 Ealand Road, Wilton, Batley, WF17 8JL 

 
Email: bleakhousefamilyhistory@live.co.uk 

Website: www.bleakhousefamilyhistory.co.uk 
  Telephone: 01924 917414 

 
 

Further information that we hold and have available is as follows: 
 
Batley Cemetery, Searchable Database for Burial Records. 
 
Batley Parish, All Saints Baptisms 1699 to 1836 
 
East Ardsley Parish Registers; Baptisms 1663 to 1837 
            Marriages 1654 to 1837 
            Burials 1654 to 1837 
 
PDF Copies of Dewsbury Cemetery Burial Records 
 
North Kirklees Census Returns 1841 and 1851 
 
Registers of Thornhill 1580 to 1812 
 
Leeds Chapelries. 
 
PDF Copies of Dewsbury Reporter 1914 to 1919 inclusive. 
 
PDF Copies of Batley News 1917 to 1918. 
 
DVD of “Heart in Stone” (a guided tour around the listed Churches of 
Batley and Birstall) 
 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Report of 66 War Graves at 
Batley Cemetery. 
 
Batley Cemetery walk Booklets available. 
 
St. Mary of The Angels War Memorial Booklet, by Jane Roberts. 
 
Remembering Rugby Players from Batley and Dewsbury who gave their 
lives serving their Country, by Kevin McQuinn.  


