
The Honorable Paul Ryan 
H-232, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515  

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
H-204, The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 

 
April 17, 2017  
 

Groups Urge Removal of Rep. Nunes as Chairman of the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence 

 
We, the undersigned individuals and organizations, write to urge Rep. Devin Nunes’s removal 
from the chairmanship of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (“HPSCI”). 
Should he not step down, he must be removed by Speaker Ryan.  
 
Concerns over Chairman Nunes’s leadership have grown during his time leading the 
investigation into alleged foreign involvement in the 2016 election and have come to a head now 
that he has recused himself from that role.  It is incompatible with his duties as chairman to lead 1

the committee but remain separate from the investigation. So long as he serves in the position of 
chairman, he receives notifications of sensitive intelligence matters as a member of the Gang of 
Eight,  hires and fires all Republican committee staff,  and calls committee hearings.  There is no 2 3 4

clarity about how the arrangement outlined in his press statement could work,  and his presence 5

as the leader of HPSCI creates an atmosphere of distrust and detracts from the ability of the 
committee to do its work. It is not possible to be a part-time chairman of the Intelligence 
Committee and satisfy the obligations of that role. 
 
Chairman Nunes’s actions also raised concerns over his capacity to independently represent the 
prerogatives of the legislative branch. This came to light when Chairman Nunes discussed 
information relevant to HPSCI’s investigation with the White House and the media prior to 
informing committee members.  He also cancelled scheduled hearings that may have shed more 6

light on alleged Russian interference, leading some to believe he did so because the testimony of 
former Acting Attorney General Sally Yates would have been embarrassing to the president.  7

This all indicates an inability to act independently from President Trump,  which should have 8

triggered his stepping away from the chairmanship in the first place.   9

1https://www.washingtonpost.com/powerpost/house-intelligence-chairman-devin-nunes-recuses-himself-from-russia
-probe/2017/04/06/8122b5bc-1ad2-11e7-855e-4824bbb5d748_story.html 
2 See U.S. Congressional Research Service. Sensitive Covert Action Notifications: Oversight Options for Congress 
(R40691; Apr. 10, 2013), by Marshall Curtis Erwin, available at 
https://www.everycrsreport.com/files/20130410_R40691_9e99af9b228a39f053949f7313b328cb1b0098a6.pdf 
3 See Rules of Procedure for the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, Rule 11(b)(1), available at 
http://intelligence.house.gov/sites/intelligence.house.gov/files/documents/hpscirules114th.pdf 
4 See Rules of the House of Representatives, Rule X, cl. 11(d)(1) and Rule XI, cl. 2(c), available at 
https://rules.house.gov/sites/republicans.rules.house.gov/files/115/PDF/House-Rules-115.pdf 
5 http://intelligence.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=775 
6 http://www.cnn.com/2017/03/22/politics/devin-nunes-trump-communications/ 
7 http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2017/03/schiff-says-nunes-canceled-russia-hearing-to-protect-trump.html 
8 http://www.politico.com/story/2017/03/devin-nunes-donald-trump-surveillance-obama-236366 
9 Chairman Nunes also served on the executive committee of President Trump’s transition committee: 
http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/la-pol-ca-essential-politics-updates-rep-devin-nunes-named-to-trump-s-14



Should Chairman Nunes not step down immediately, we call on the Speaker to exercise his 
authority to replace Nunes with a Representative who has a proven track record of political 
independence from the executive branch and of protecting privacy rights. 
 
Thank you for your service to our nation and for your attention to our request. We welcome the 
opportunity to discuss this with you further. Please contact Daniel Schuman, policy director at 
Demand Progress, at daniel@demandprogress.org or 202-792-4550. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee 
Center for Media and Democracy 
CREDO 
Demand Progress 
Fight for the Future 
Government Accountability Project 
X-Lab 
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