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The Honorable Charles E. Schumer The Honorable Jack Reed
Majority Leader Chairman of the Armed Services Committee
United States Senate 728 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mitch McConnell

The Honorable James Inhofe Minority Leader
Ranking Member of the Armed Services United States Senate
Committee Washington, DC 20510

205 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

November 10, 2021

Re: Amendments to modernize government contractor whistleblower rights in the FY 2022 National
Defense Authorization Act

Dear Members of Congress:

The undersigned organizations write to express our strong support for Senator Warren’s proposed
amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (S.Amdt.3899 to
S.Amdt.3867 amending H.R.4350), to modernize America’s outdated whistleblower laws for government
contractor and grantee employees. The amendments would apply to all new multi-trillion dollar spending
and all federal coronavirus relief programs.

New government spending to address the devastating effects of COVID-19 and domestic priorities such
as infrastructure spending could exceed trillions of dollars. The lion’s share will go to contractors and
grantees for activities by over seven million contractor employees paid with federal funds, compared to
less than two million civil service workers. With this unprecedented surge in spending, best practice
whistleblower rights are essential to minimize fraud, waste, and abuse. When President Obama proposed
what was enacted as a $700 billion stimulus spending increase, a bi-partisan congressional coalition
created the whistleblower protections that Inspectors General credited with minimizing fraud and waste.
Unfortunately, those safeguards have become badly dated, substantially weakening America’s ability to
fight corruption. This whistleblower amendment would upgrade outdated laws to current best practices

by:

. protecting government contractors and grantees from retaliation for blowing the whistle, notjust
their employees;



. protecting public health workers excluded from coverage under the Affordable Care Act;

. ending the international loophole for U.S. contractor whistleblowers working in foreign locations;
. ending the technical sovereign immunity loophole that has canceled protection for all state and
local employees who blow the whistle;

. adding protection against blocklisting;

. strengthening confidentiality protections for whistleblowers.

These added protections will provide essential updates to important but outdated rights. While inspired by
the surge in spending for COVID-19, the amendment would modernize the full scope of government
contractor whistleblower laws and provide protections that match global best practices.

America has never needed these rights more than right now. Protection for whistleblowers is protection
for American taxpayers.

Sincerely,
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