March 11, 2021
To Attorney General-designate Merrick B. Garland and White House Chief of Staff Ronald A. Klain:
We write to you as a broad coalition of organizations committed to ensuring that the Department
of Justice serves the interests of the American people, not those of powerful corporations. The
Department of Justice has a key role to play in the struggle for corporate accountability, and we
look forward to working with your leadership in the public interest.
American institutions are facing a crisis of public trust. The four disastrous years of Donald
Trump’s presidency only furthered the decline in public confidence in government, and undoing
this damage will be a monumental task. The Biden Administration has an opportunity to begin the
process of rebuilding public trust in government through reinvigorating the Department of Justice.
This necessitates putting individuals with track records of pursuing corporate accountability in
key leadership roles within the department.
As such, we are concerned by the recent appointments of individuals with backgrounds
defending large corporations to the Department of Justice. Staffing the top law enforcement
agency in the United States with individuals with ties to embattled industries or corporations
poses a threat to the department’s ability to hold corporate actors accountable.
We were distressed by the choice of Brian M. Boynton to serve as acting head of the Civil
Division given Boynton’s role in seeing through the merger of T-Mobile and Sprint during his
time at BigLaw firm WilmerHale.1 During his time at WilmerHale, he co-authored an article
giving advice to medical device and drug companies seeking to avoid liability in the face of
COVID-19-related lawsuits, though his name has since been removed.2 Furthermore, we were
concerned by the appointment of Boynton owing to his work on behalf of for-profit college
operators. Our concern was seemingly vindicated by his decision to shield former Secretary of
Education Elizabeth D. (Betsy) DeVos from legal scrutiny regarding the treatment of for-profit
college students during her tenure. According to reporting by Politico, “The motion to block the
subpoena was signed by Panuccio and Brian Boynton, who recently became acting assistant
attorney general in the Biden administration.”3
The choice of Lisa O. Monaco to serve as Deputy Attorney General is also troubling, owing to ties
revealed in her personal financial disclosure agreement dated January 25, 2021.4 Per the
document, Monaco has advised or represented a multitude of corporate giants including Boeing,
ExxonMobil, and SoftBank Group. Monaco’s record of providing services to Apple stands out as
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especially worrisome as the company is currently subject to federal scrutiny over its
anti-competitive business practices.
The appointment of Emily M. Loeb to serve as Assistant Deputy Attorney General is of similar
concern, owing to her representation of Apple during the House antitrust investigation against the
embattled company. Apple’s anti-competitive practices are currently the subject of scrutiny by the
Department of Justice and other agencies,5 and Loeb’s appointment threatens the future of efforts
to hold Apple accountable. According to reporting by The National Law Journal, as a partner at
Jenner & Clark, Loeb “also prepared Apple CEO Tim Cook for his appearance at a July
congressional hearing alongside fellow tech executives including Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos,
Google CEO Sundar Pichai and Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg.”6
Furthermore, reporting by The American Prospect indicates that Susan M. Davies, a former
partner at BigLaw firm Kirkland & Ellis, is being considered for a role in the Department of
Justice. Davies’s ties with Facebook make the prospect of her being appointed to a role in the
department troubling: Facebook is the subject of federal scrutiny owing to its anti-competitive
practices, being accused by the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) of engaging in monopolistic
behavior.7 As such, the prospect of an individual who represented the embattled company in a
2012 lawsuit related to Facebook’s anti-competitive advertising policies in a federal role is
distressing.8
We find these appointments to be of particular concern in light of recent reports that indicate that
Karen L. Dunn and Jamie S. Gorelick are gaining influence within the Department of Justice, even
though they are unlikely to receive formal appointments. According to reporting by The American
Prospect, Dunn helped prepare Attorney General-designate Garland during Senate confirmation
proceedings.9 This is worrisome because Dunn has represented rideshare giant Uber,10 embattled
Amazon CEO Jeffrey P. (Jeff) Bezos during the House antitrust hearings on Big Tech, as well as
Apple.11 Dunn’s ties to these corporate giants means her influence over the Department of Justice
threatens the prospect of holding these corporations accountable.
Per the same report by The American Prospect, “[s]ince the announcement of Garland’s
appointment, Gorelick has been advertising her access to him. WilmerHale, the firm at which
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she’s a partner, ran an article about their proximity, boasting her appearance on three legal
podcasts where she details her unique personal connection and forecasts what Garland’s
confirmation means for the future of the Department of Justice, before subsequently deleting the
page.” Gorelick has close ties with Google, a company that hired her for her services during an
federal antitrust investigation.12 We also note that Gorelick was appointed to the board of directors
of Amazon, 13 a company that has also faced recent scrutiny from the federal government for its
anti-competitive business practices.14 Additionally, Gorelick assisted petroleum giant BP when it
sought to avoid penalties in the aftermath of the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill,15 and previously
represented Jared Kushner during the federal investigation into members of the Trump
Administration’s financial ties with Russian companies.16 As such, it is deeply distressing that
Gorelick appears set to wield influence within the Department of Justice without even holding a
formal role.
As the Biden Administration looks to fill remaining positions within the Department of
Justice and elsewhere, we ask that advocates of corporate accountability, not individuals
with deep ties to corporate actors, be prioritized during the appointment process. In
addition, we respectfully submit that the above-named individuals who already have been
hired to the Department should be recused from all matters, including personnel selection,
relating to antitrust or other areas that could impact adversely corporations that they
previously advised.
Sincerely,
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