
February 17, 2023

Senator Dick Durbin
Chairman
United States Senate Committee on the Judiciary
711 Hart Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

CC:
Senator Amy Klobuchar
Chairwoman
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Competition Policy, Antitrust, and Consumer Rights
425 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Durbin,

We write to you as advocates of enforcing antitrust law to curtail anti-competitive business practices. As
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, we appreciate that the committee has held major
hearings in recent months under your leadership to examine harms to competition caused by
consolidation. This includes a hearing that assessed Ticketmaster’s harms to the ticketing industry in
January 2023,1 as well as a hearing on the anti-competitive implications of the proposed
Kroger-Albertsons merger in November 2022.2

Ensuring that corporations are in compliance with federal antitrust law is crucial to building an economy
that works for small businesses and consumers. Going forward, we urge your leadership to schedule
hearings to examine likely anti-competitive harms caused by other proposed mergers. This includes, but is
not limited to, the following acquisition efforts:

● The proposed acquisition of One Medical by Amazon, a $3.9 billion proposed merger that
would entrench Big Tech giant Amazon’s monopoly power at the expense of patients. The merger
has received scrutiny by the Federal Trade Commission (FTC)3 and a coalition of advocacy
groups including Public Citizen,4 which identified it as posing a threat to patient privacy and the
cause of health justice.

4

https://www.citizen.org/news/amazon-acquisition-of-one-medical-should-be-rejected-without-robust-legally-binding
-safeguards/

3

https://apnews.com/article/technology-health-federal-trade-commission-government-and-politics-b0f46b92d4a5fabd
ad0bda542298eabb

2

https://www.reuters.com/markets/deals/albertsons-kroger-ceos-defend-25-bln-merger-skeptical-us-senators-2022-11-
29/

1 https://www.nytimes.com/live/2023/01/24/arts/ticketmaster-taylor-swift



● The proposed acquisition of Kansas City Southern by Canadian Pacific Railway, a $27
billion railroad industry merger effort that would intensify consolidation in the railroad industry.
Currently pending review by the Surface Transportation Board (STB), the merger has received
objections from industry groups,5 community coalitions,6 and state lawmakers.7 On January 24,
the Department of Justice (DOJ) wrote a letter to the STB where the department expressed
“serious concerns about increasing consolidation in the [rail] industry.”8

● The proposed acquisition of Within by Meta Platforms, a $400 million virtual reality (VR)
acquisition made by Facebook’s parent company in an effort to monopolize the emerging
“Metaverse” field. The FTC sued Meta over the acquisition in July 2022, noting that the
acquisition “[dampen] future innovation and competitive rivalry” in the sector.9

● The proposed acquisition of Horizon Therapeutics by Amgen, a $28 billion merger effort that
would mark one of the largest pharmaceutical deals in recent years. Amgen has long been accused
of price gouging, including by the House Committee on Oversight and Reform,10 as has Horizon
Therapeutics.11 In a letter to the FTC, Senator Elizabeth Warren noted that the merger would
enable additional future price hikes on life-saving drugs.12

● The proposed acquisition of VMWare by Broadcom, a proposed $61 billion acquisition of the
cloud computing company that has received antitrust scrutiny from the FTC.13 Broadcom's clear
effort to corner competition through the acquisition has additionally received scrutiny from
European14 and British regulators.15

● The proposed acquisition of iRobot by Amazon, a $1.7 billion deal for Amazon to take over the
maker of the popular Roomba robotic vacuum. This acquisition would buy Amazon troves of
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https://www.reuters.com/markets/deals/uk-competition-watchdog-starts-probe-into-broadcoms-61-bln-deal-vmware-
2023-01-25/

14 https://techcrunch.com/2022/12/20/eu-to-probe-61b-broadcom-vmware-deal-over-competition-concerns/

13

https://www.reuters.com/markets/deals/uk-competition-watchdog-starts-probe-into-broadcoms-61-bln-deal-vmware-
2023-01-25/
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https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2023.01.25%20Letter%20to%20FTC%20re%20Big%20Pharma%20
Deals.pdf

11 https://www.fiercepharma.com/pharma/horizon-s-vimovo-gets-a-february-price-hike-its-11th-recent-years-report
10 https://www.fool.com/investing/2020/10/02/congressional-committee-accuses-amgen-and-peers-of/

9

https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2022/07/ftc-seeks-block-virtual-reality-giant-metas-acquisition
-popular-app-creator-within

8 Comment by the U.S. Department of Justice (Filing ID 306023) on January 24, 2023, available at
https://www.stb.gov/proceedings-actions/filings/

7

https://www.wqad.com/article/money/business/illinois-lawmakers-oppose-canadian-pacific-kansas-city-southern-rail
-merger/526-7a28b609-f85b-4400-af5d-ea366db0c994

6 https://www.stopcpkc.com/home/about
5 https://www.freightwaves.com/news/shippers-cp-kcs-merger-could-reduce-competition-at-interchanges



consumer data that it would use to further entrench its position as the country’s most powerful
online retail monopoly.16

Going forward, we look forward to working with your leadership in the interest of promoting fair
competition in the American economy.

Sincerely,
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16 https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2022/08/amazon-roomba-irobot-acquisition-monopoly/671145/


