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Why Write a “Public” Piece? 

• Reach a broader audience with YOUR work!  

• Ensure key messages are conveyed to readers 

• Provide scientific basis for behavior changes 

• Build affinity (& funding!!) for the resource 



Sediment Fight!!! 

• Older than sediment 

• A stick in the sediment  

• Dragged through the sediment 

• Get – that – sediment off your shoulder  

• Bury your head in the sediment 

• Like sediment through the hour glass, so are the 

days of our lives. 



Estuary Knowledge – Are We the 1%? 

6+ Million Residents 

~1.6 Million College  

Graduates 

260 Summit 

Attendees 



• Research Public Opinion Polls 

• Write for proper “grade level” 

• Replace jargon and unfamiliar words with 

common speak  

 Methodology:  In 2009 MM&A 
and POS completed 800 
telephone interviews with 
registered voters nationwide.  
The sample included 700 
voters with landline 
telephones, as well as 100 
voters who mostly or entirely 
use cell phones.  The margin of 
sampling error for the full 
national sample is +/- 3.8%; 
margins of error for subgroups 
within the sample will be larger. 

Language Selection 



 

Ecosystems Services 

 

Aquifer 

 

Nutrients 

 

Riparian 

 

Increase Canopy Coverage 

 

Nature’s Benefits 

 

Groundwater 

 

Pollution 

 

Land along lakes and streams 

 

Plant more trees! 

Good Words to Use Words to Avoid 



Distillation Process 

• Select sub set of indicators 

• Identify 1-3 key points for each indicator 

• Work backwards from key points to draft text  

• Scientist’s review public friendly text 

• Choose and/or create graphics 

• Final scientific review 

• Production & distribution 

 

 

 

 



Indicator Selection Criteria 

• Has compelling new developments  

or tells a good, representative story 

• Has an actionable item 

• Creates a balanced mix of indicator types 

• Various audiences will have an affinity for, or 

interest in reading 





Clear and Attractive Graphics 

Technical Report Public Piece 



• Use people in graphics 

• Connect to public health 

• Provide examples for technical terms 

• Reiterate key definitions throughout a piece 

• And even if you do all these things… 

 
 

More Tips: 



Some Just Go to the Kids Page! 



Casting a Broader Net 

• 1,929,565 
impressions on print 
ads 

 

• 190 phone calls 
requesting 560 
copies of the report 

 

• 579 web page views 

 

• 365  report 
downloads 
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