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Methods to Make Technical
Reports Public Friendly
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Why Write a "Public” Piece?

» Reach a broader audience with YOUR work!

« Ensure key messages are conveyed to readers
» Provide scientific basis for behavior changes
 Build affinity (& funding!!) for the resource




Sediment Fight!!!

» Older than sediment
A stick in the sediment
» Dragged through the sediment

» Get — that — sediment off your shoulder
« Bury your head Iin the sediment

» Like sediment through the hour glass, so are the
days of our lives.



Estuary Knowledge — Are We the 1%?

6+ Million ReS|dents

~1.6 Million College
Graduates

60 Summ|
tende




Language Selection

« Research Public Opinion Polls

 Write for proper “grade level”

» Replace jargon and unfamiliar words with
common speak

Readability Statistics

Counks
Words BO03
Characters 3115
Paraqgraphs 11
Senktences 25
Averages
Sentences per Paragraph 3.1
Wiords per Sentence 23.4
Characters per Ward 5.0
PUBLIC OPINION izl
Passive Sentences 8%
~ Flesch Reading Ease 44,2
S T R AT E G I E S Flesch-Kincaid Grade Lewvel 12.6




Words to Avoid Good Words to Use




Distillation Process

» Select sub set of indicators
» |dentify 1-3 key points for each indicator

« Work backwards from key points to draft text
» Scientist’s review public friendly text

« Choose and/or create graphics

 Final scientific review
 Production & distribution
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ights may sound like a good thing, but not when
es to water quality. Nitrogen and phospho-

othing can survive.

STATUS: Since the 1960s, the estuary has seen a remarkable
recovery in dissolved oxygen, with fish such as striped bass
and sturgeon now able to spawn. But oxygen concentrations
remain a critical issue. While phosphorus and nitrogen levels
in the estuary’s waterways are lower than historic levels, they
remain high compared to other estuaries. In the next 20 years,
water temperatures are expected to rise between one and
three degrees Fahrenheit, which will significantly reduce the
amount of oxygen in the water.

Today, more than half the country’s water bodies are nega-
tively affected by nitrogen and phosphorus pollution. Some
of this pollution still comes from wastewater, but much of it
comes from “non-point” sources like homes, lawns, and farms.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: When it is time to fertilize, use the

BACKGROUND: In the mid-1900s, a dead zone existed in the
Delaware River near the Benjamin Franklin Bridge in Phila-
delphia due to poor water quality. Some of the main

directed amount of slow-release, organic fertilizers, or use
none at all. Never apply fertilizer on walkways or before a pre-
dicted rainfall.j st creek or river!

pollution sources during that time were industries and
sewage treatment plants that collected waste from
homes. In 1972, Congress passed the Clean Water Act,
which required communities to reduce the amount of
pollution entering waterways. For the first time, indus-
tries were required to clean their wastewater before
returning it to the river. By 1984, significant upgrades in
Philadelphia’s sewage treatment plants reduced pollut-
ants found in wastewater b &

like striped bass are now able to spawn (reproduce
in the Delaware River because the water is much deane
than it used to be. However, water pollution and
contaminants (see next section) continue to affect fish.
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DifSolved Oxygen at Ben Franklin BridgN

L

Dissolved Oxygen (mg/L)

through a waterway; some mtures are more sensitive
to Iowoxygenﬂlan others. The dots in the chart above

Bottom Line Waterinthe Delaware Riveris the deanest it
has been since before the Industrial Revolution, but we still have a long
way to go to be fishable and swimmable, and some of the toughest

problems (non-point source and legacy pollutants) we have yet to solve.




Clear and Attractive Graphics

Technical Report Public Piece

Ben Franklin D.O. - July Data | Dissolved Oxygen at Ben Franklin Bridge in July

@ 8

o —
o | e
N = i
: o F-[-A
S e
: i L
e =
-
: -
i --d
] E—
o

Dissolved Oxvgen (mgfL)
4 6

I I
| I

g
=
Q
R i— — L
S
- ---d
;-——-|::4|]--¢
———»
il N}
o
Dissolved Oxygen (mg/t)
&

“ Unhealthy

~

2
’&I:Im :
=
e i S SR
1 T
Y S s—" :
5 |
= HEF--40 :
- [ e
] P e s
199 ]

Dead Zone

[
['e) o w [wm] ') =) 0 (=) ['e] v o w o § (=] =
w0 I~ I~ «© [=*) [=2] & (=] (=] -~ N~ = ot
& (=] (=] =71 o] =] & (=] (=] 3 a N Q ? | 8 8 8 —t
— — — — — — — &~ &~ = — - - — = ™~ ~




More Tips:

Use people in graphics

Connect to public health

Provide examples for technical terms

Reiterate key definitions throughout a piece

And even if you do all these things...
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Casting a Broader Net

o, Yes, | - 1,929,565
S Impressions on print

"\s the Delaware River getting cleaner? Y@§ ads

Tha Delawars River and Bay
kesps water in cur glasses and food on our plates — in mors ways than ona!

Get tha full story on how it's doing and what’s neaded to kaep it healthy in the , *. & '

State of the Delaware Estuary 2012 roport. This health chack-up for the tidal Delaware River 6 [ ) O n e C a S
and Bay was compiled by the Partnership for the Dalaware Estuary with the help of scientists from around
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