Musseling our way from
the Headwater to the Bay:

Shellfish as a Basis for
Restoration Ecosystem

DELAWARE
ESTUARY
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A. T. Padeletti; D. A. Kreeger; L. Whalen




Delaware River Basin

NEW YORK

Q
—
(D
-
0
>
9
o
>
S
S
-
O
Q)
O
>




Lampsilus
cariosa

Elliptio
complanata

Q
—
(D
-
0
>
9
o
>
S
S
=
O
Q)
O
>

Geukensia
demissa

Crassostrea
virginica




sabeyul


http://www.fish.state.pa.us/pafish/ameelllm.jpg�

Bivalve Natural Capital
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Picture from R. Brumbaugh’s, and Courtesy
Coen, SCORE South Carolina
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A diverse and robust assemblage of bivalves in
available niches and providing natural capital goods
and services
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Strategies

Juvenile

G
S,
o
<
O
O
>
c
=
=
D
<
R
LL




*Freshwater and marsh mussels provide just as
many goods and services as oyster

» Bivalves represent excellent targets for

ecosystem-based management, conservation
and restoration ADD

 New technologies exist for restoring and
enhancing populations and habitat of all
bivalve species

*Restoring single habitats or species in a

watershed is

*Efforts to maintain and improve the ecological
health of coastal and estuarine systems may
benefit from a holistic approach to conserve

and boost the natural capital of bivalve
populations throughout the basin
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