Overview

Basic awareness of issues facing the Delaware
Estuary is often not enough to motivate the
general public to take personal steps to help
improve the estuary. A healthy estuary depends,
in part, on convincing watershed residents to
“turn education into action.” We attempted
such an approach with an interactive exhibit
at Delaware’s Coast Day on October 5, 2008.

Coast Day

Cowst Dy s Pebld every year on the
Ferit Sunday in October at the
Undvereity of Deloware's Hugh B, Sam
Campus in Lewses, Delaware, The 32nd
arrail evenl hosked nearly 10,000
vititon wha enjoyed hands-on
exhibity, lectures, ship and laboratory
bosrs, cral races, seafond cooldeg
demonatrations and conkests, and a
boat show, The theme for the 2008
edition of Coaxt Day was Coastal
hullenges — Caastal Solutions.

2008 Coaxt Doy Loge

Special Exhibit

it the heart of esch Coast Day s an educational extribit that follows the event's main
theme for that year. The 2008 exhibit was tithed “Are You Up to the Challenge?” It was
desigaad to help visitors leam moes about how their actions affect the emdsanmant,
I widition o educating vititor, the exhibit was simed 3t motivating them o take
specific scticen in Lhedr daily lives 1o redece their environmental mpacts.

e ehected to tale thé passport
appreach in msponts to advice from
wotial madeetiag exprts who isdicate
that people who pledge to tike
specific action are more Fikely to
actially implament thowr actions than
Y theey skemply learmed about sctisng
they could take.

Coastal Challenge Stations

The exkibit was sef up in 8 oom {see diagem 58 right) where wisitors passed throegh
lour stwtionrs thirt fecused on different coattal challenges. After beaming about each
challenge, visitors coold chocse o few actions in thetr pasupart that they werre wilking
o take to help address the challenge. They also could weite their owm ideas in the
passpoet. After pledging 1o take action, wisitor coold get their passport stamped
Iebore minving an te the next wation,

Passport Checkpoints

ARer visiting each of lows wiations, visibanm [phestiged iin Eheir passpant 1o take personal
sctions related to the station. They theo could decorste their passport with stamps
provided. Esch passport chechpoint featored o differesd stamp.

Results

The exkibit ama was continuously endated with visitors duriing the sin-howr eeent.
Wisleor — spacially childes — appesed to enjoy the passprt/pledge approack,
The passport offered sevesad aimple actioss that could be tsken, potentially remesing
perceptions that some envirnmental isswes aee too big for one person to solve.

Mext Steps

‘e did nat incorporaie a way to detesmine whether visitors actmally took the actions
to which they agesed. We hoge to contimue tasting this approach, perhaps with local
beachars who might be able help us track whther the passport,/pledge approach
mothisted people (o it upos what they bearn,
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The Get Involved Challenge

Final
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Tnland Bay

Dystar Gardeming and Water
(eacrlity Manitoring Site Map.
This mag ragneients the
locotioas in Sutsen (ounly,
Delomwien, thal are beviy
mamtceed by cAbiner

and highlighted Deluware Sea Grast work on oyster
gardaning amd citizen water quality monitoring,

Oyaeee flramag ooy showed bow deanh
water an goult oyster cen filler b one day,
Fifty one-pation plostic melk fugs waie hung
o the ceiling o8 o wishal Soavipie

orary,

Ewkiblt arprmmre gy
witlh voluntiesr wearng
2008 Coast Doy t-shie.

Upan antering the axhibit room,
visitors were encousaged te learm
abowt four different coastal challemges.

Waste displey demoesitetnd D awmount of
recyclables that an overage American uies
ond thot fedlef seafs. old boys. ond many
other itemy o monyg the mix off manine
by ERal show up /T oo wnaters and on
tur Beacies

] Third
The Waste Reduction Station
Challenge

Visitors learned simple ways to cut the amoust
of waste they produce thenegh the reduction,
reuse, and recycling of everyday Ftems.
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| Get Your Passport

Wisitors received o small publication called
the Coaital Solations Passpert to take with
them sx the travelad threugh the room o the
different constal challengs stations. After
leasning about esch ciallemge, visitors cosld
use thelr pasiport to chasse & few actions
that they wers willing te take to help
address the challenge. They alto could write
thedr own idess in the passport. After
pledging to take sction, visitans could get
their passport stamped befere moving on to
the next station.

First -
Station '

The Environmental .
Footprint Challenge |

Visitors leamed about their emvironmental
footprint and hew to redoce thelr impacts.
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Second

Station

Part of the b stebion,
o kavcs-ow “Can you
encope?” activity showed
visdions how difficsdt & &
Jior wildiifer to escope whes
trapped in marime debris.

The Surface
Runoff Challenge

Velumteers demonstrated using
EmvireScaps modebs; Delwware
witeithed phate ilide ihow
prejected om soreen,

EreviraScope moddels weve demanstaabed by volunteen,
ving vizitors g understanding of how ruacff from land
con impact incal wafenways






