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Phila. Shows Off its Mussels in World’s First City-owned Hatchery 
 

PHILADELPHIA — Experts unveiled the world’s first city-owned hatchery for freshwater mussels on Feb. 16.  

This attraction is part of a new exhibit at the Fairmount Water Works, which is free to visit. 

 

The Philadelphia Water Department worked with the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary to create “The 

Mussel Hatchery” exhibit to show how scientists can breed freshwater mussels to improve waterways.  Each 

adult mussel can filter up to 20 gallons of water per day for up to a century.  These shellfish are one of the most 

endangered animal groups in North America. 

 

“Healthy mussel beds were once abundant in most streams and rivers, helping to keep the water clean and 

enriching the ecology in so many ways,” said Dr. Danielle Kreeger, science director at the Partnership for the 

Delaware Estuary.  “Our goal is to rebuild those mussel beds to put nature back to work for us, and this new 

exhibit will show the world that we now have the technology to do it.” 

 

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary has spent more than a decade studying the benefits of local freshwater 

mussels.  The organization has developed ways to restore them, and ways to rear them in hatcheries through 

previous efforts with Cheyney University.  According to Jennifer Adkins, the nonprofit’s executive director, the 

new hatchery exhibit is a stepping stone in its long-term strategy. 

 

“Our long-term vision is of a watershed teeming with shellfish, from oysters in Delaware Bay to ribbed mussels 

in marshes around the bay and freshwater mussels in rivers and streams,” said Adkins.  “A production hatchery 

using the same science demonstrated by this exhibit, but at a larger scale, is the next step for adding mussel beds 

to the list of habitats that can be restored to make our waterways cleaner, along with wetlands and forests.” 

 

Contributors to “The Mussel Hatchery” exhibit include The Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University; 

Victoria Prizzia of Habithéque, Inc.; Artist, Stacy Levy and many others. 

 

Funding was provided by the Pew Center for Arts and Heritage and the Philadelphia Water Department.  

Additional support came from The McLean Contributionship and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 

and Natural Resources. 

-END- 

 
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary is a nonprofit organization that brings together people, businesses and governments to 

restore and protect the Delaware River and Bay.  From its headquarters in Wilmington, PDE focuses programs and scientific research 

on the entire environment affecting the Estuary — from Trenton to Cape May, New Jersey and Lewes, Delaware.  We encourage 

collaboration among the Estuary’s many stakeholders and seek practical solutions to help restore the natural vitality of the Delaware 

River and Bay on which plants, wildlife, people and businesses rely. 

 

http://www.delawareestuary.org/science-and-research/freshwater-mussels/
http://fairmountwaterworks.org/
http://www.phila.gov/water/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.delawareestuary.org/
http://fairmountwaterworks.org/freshwater-mussel-hatchery/
http://fairmountwaterworks.org/freshwater-mussel-hatchery/
http://www.delawareestuary.org/pde-staff-directory/dr-danielle-kreeger/
http://www.delawareestuary.org/pde-staff-directory/jennifer-adkins/
http://www.ansp.org/explore/online-exhibits/stories/impressive-underdogs/
http://www.stacylevy.com/
http://www.pcah.us/grants/9822_the_rivers_restoration_project_a_freshwater_mussel_hatchery
http://fdnweb.org/mclean/grants-environment-animals/
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/grants/brcinteractivemapping1/grantannouncements/index.htm
http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/brc/grants/brcinteractivemapping1/grantannouncements/index.htm


 2  

 

 
 

 

Reporting Resources 
 

Contacts 

 

Dr. Danielle Kreeger, science director 

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary 

Phone: (302) 655-4990, extension 104 

Email: dkreeger@DelawareEstuary.org 

 

Jennifer Adkins, executive director 

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary 

Phone: (302) 655-4990, extension 102 

Email: jadkins@DelawareEstuary.org 

 

Karen Young, executive director 

Fairmount Water Works 

Phone: (215) 685-0719 

Email: karen.young@phila.gov 

Laura Copeland, public relations manager 

Philadelphia Water Department 

Phone: (215) 685-4902 

Email: laura.copeland@phila.gov 

 

Victoria Prizzia, president 

Habithéque, Inc. 

Phone: (914) 388-2774 

Email: victoria@Habitheque.com 

 

Stacy Levy, artist 

Phone: (814) 360-4346 

Email: stacy@stacylevy.com

 

Further Information 

 

 Exhibit website 

 Blog posts 

 Newsletter article (see page 8, but note the 

correct date above) 

 “State of the Estuary Report” (see page 19) 

 Field guide to species 

 Poster showing each species’s status 

 Scientific reports and presentations 

 Much more

 

Visuals 

 

 Exhibit Logo 

 Images on Flickr 

 YouTube videos 

 Vimeo videos 

o Contact Victoria Prizzia above for 

download permission 

o Contact Lendl Tellington of 

Pigeonbread at 

lendltellington@gmail.com for 

custom requests 

 

 

 

 WHYY 90.9 FM Newsworks report 

 Philadelphia Inquirer article 

 WHYY-TV 12 PBS report for First 

 KYW-TV 3 CBS report 

 Embeddable tweet 

 Embeddable Instagram post 1 

 Embeddable Instagram post 2 

http://www.delawareestuary.org/pde-staff-directory/dr-danielle-kreeger/
http://www.delawareestuary.org/pde-staff-directory/jennifer-adkins/
http://fairmountwaterworks.org/karen-young/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laura-copeland-643a7a8/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/victoria-prizzia-9ba76914/
http://stacylevy.com/statement/
http://www.mightymussel.com/
http://www.phillywatersheds.org/search/node/mussel%20hatchery
http://delawareestuary.s3.amazonaws.com/pdf/EstuaryNews/2017/winter-news-17.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/delawareestuary/pdf/EstuaryNews/2012/SummerNews12.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/delawareestuary/pdf/mussel_guidebook.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/delawareestuary/scienceandresearch/presentations/NSAPoster_Padeletti.pdf
http://www.delawareestuary.org/science-and-research/freshwater-mussels/freshwater-mussels-news-reports/
http://www.delawareestuary.org/science-and-research/freshwater-mussels/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/1vww02o3139robi/AAA0M970YlH-m0c93RcNgDRka?dl=0
https://www.flickr.com/photos/delawareestuary/albums/72157660090073258
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLLEyNDtosoJ5Pw8r3AjYGjp3RGM-3sThA
https://vimeo.com/user38481862/videos/sort:date/format:thumbnail
http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/arts-culture/item/101351-philly-exhibit-elevates-lowly-mussels-as-water-filtration-wonders?utm_source=dlvr&utm_medium=twitterauto&utm_campaign=social-inbound
http://www.philly.com/philly/entertainment/arts/Mussel-mania-comes-to-Fairmount-Water-Works.html
https://youtu.be/Iqrf-flguDE
http://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2016/12/14/philadelphia-mussels-waterways/
https://twitter.com/DelawareEstuary/status/819662653983457284
https://www.instagram.com/p/BOiRCwWDJn7/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BP-hU-7jval/?taken-by=delawareestuary

