- ¥ Partnership for the

... DELAWARE
ESTUARY s

PRESS RELEASE

DelawareEstuary.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Shaun Bailey
Resources: See page 2 Phone: (800) 445-4935, ext. 113
February 17, 2017 E-mail: shailey@DelawareEstuary.org

Phila. Shows Off its Mussels in World’s First City-owned Hatchery

PHILADELPHIA — Experts unveiled the world’s first city-owned hatchery for freshwater mussels on Feb. 16.
This attraction is part of a new exhibit at the Fairmount Water Works, which is free to visit.

The Philadelphia Water Department worked with the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary to create “The
Mussel Hatchery” exhibit to show how scientists can breed freshwater mussels to improve waterways. Each
adult mussel can filter up to 20 gallons of water per day for up to a century. These shellfish are one of the most
endangered animal groups in North America.

“Healthy mussel beds were once abundant in most streams and rivers, helping to keep the water clean and
enriching the ecology in so many ways,” said Dr. Danielle Kreeger, science director at the Partnership for the
Delaware Estuary. “Our goal is to rebuild those mussel beds to put nature back to work for us, and this new
exhibit will show the world that we now have the technology to do it.”

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary has spent more than a decade studying the benefits of local freshwater
mussels. The organization has developed ways to restore them, and ways to rear them in hatcheries through
previous efforts with Cheyney University. According to Jennifer Adkins, the nonprofit’s executive director, the
new hatchery exhibit is a stepping stone in its long-term strategy.

“Our long-term vision is of a watershed teeming with shellfish, from oysters in Delaware Bay to ribbed mussels
in marshes around the bay and freshwater mussels in rivers and streams,” said Adkins. “A production hatchery
using the same science demonstrated by this exhibit, but at a larger scale, is the next step for adding mussel beds
to the list of habitats that can be restored to make our waterways cleaner, along with wetlands and forests.”

Contributors to “The Mussel Hatchery” exhibit include The Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University;
Victoria Prizzia of Habithéque, Inc.; Artist, Stacy Levy and many others.

Funding was provided by the Pew Center for Arts and Heritage and the Philadelphia Water Department.
Additional support came from The McLean Contributionship and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources.
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The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary is a nonprofit organization that brings together people, businesses and governments to
restore and protect the Delaware River and Bay. From its headquarters in Wilmington, PDE focuses programs and scientific research
on the entire environment affecting the Estuary — from Trenton to Cape May, New Jersey and Lewes, Delaware. We encourage
collaboration among the Estuary’s many stakeholders and seek practical solutions to help restore the natural vitality of the Delaware
River and Bay on which plants, wildlife, people and businesses rely.
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Contacts

Dr. Danielle Kreeger, science director
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
Phone: (302) 655-4990, extension 104
Email: dkreeger@DelawareEstuary.org

Jennifer Adkins, executive director
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
Phone: (302) 655-4990, extension 102
Email: jadkins@DelawareEstuary.org

Karen Young, executive director
Fairmount Water Works

Phone: (215) 685-0719

Email: karen.young@phila.gov

Further Information

o Exhibit website

e Blog posts

o Newsletter article (see page 8, but note the
correct date above)

e “State of the Estuary Report” (see page 19)

Visuals
e Exhibit Logo
e Images on Flickr
e YouTube videos
e Vimeo videos

o Contact Victoria Prizzia above for
download permission

o Contact Lendl Tellington of
Pigeonbread at
lendltellington@gmail.com for
custom requests

Laura Copeland, public relations manager
Philadelphia Water Department

Phone: (215) 685-4902

Email: laura.copeland@phila.gov

Victoria Prizzia, president
Habithéque, Inc.

Phone: (914) 388-2774

Email: victoria@Habitheque.com

Stacy Levy, artist
Phone: (814) 360-4346

Email: stacy@stacylevy.com

Field quide to species

Poster showing each species’s status
Scientific reports and presentations
Much more

WHYY 90.9 FM Newsworks report
Philadelphia Inquirer article
WHYY-TV 12 PBS report for First
KYW-TV 3 CBS report
Embeddable tweet

Embeddable Instagram post 1
Embeddable Instagram post 2
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