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= Sediment sources, sinks, and transport
Ao pathways in the Delaware Estuary

Subtidal zone
; - River input
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3y, AN Rivers are chief external source of minerogenic sediment

. Maintenance dredging is an external sink

1 Subtidal and intertidal zones serve as both sediment sources and sinks

. Tidal marsh is a permanent sink for sediment; marsh fringe erosion is a source
* Estuary water column is tran5|ent smk (re5|dent suspended sediment load)
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TASK 1. River discharge
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" TASK 2 Resndent suspended Ioad
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' TASK 3. Removal of
E sediment by dredging
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[ Dredged volume
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Tidal Wetlands of the Delaware Estuary
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| Sediment mass balance for the Delaware Estuary

averaged over 1953-2001
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Figure 5: Location Map for UD 2005 Observations (Sommerfield, “Understanding Turbidity in the Delaware Estuary”, 2007

Delaware Estuary Science Conference)







