
Guide to Maintaining 
Your New Rain Garden



This document is provided as a maintenance guide to help ensure that your new rain garden fulfills all 
of the outcomes for which it was designed.  This new habitat will require periodic maintenance and 
the tools provided in this document outline and help the user track the necessary steps for success.  
Most habitats need a few years of intense maintenance before they are able to manage themselves, it 
needs YOU to be proactive in its care and maintenance. Please schedule and follow the maintenance 
plan in order to get the most out of your new habitat project. 

Maintenance guide prepared by PDE for: 

___Talley Middle School, Wilmington, DE____________

Habitat planted at: _ Talley Middle School___________ 

Date: __6/1/2017_________________________________



 

Congratulations on your new rain garden! Now that your rain garden is in place, there are a few tasks 
you will need to keep up with to ensure that it continues to function properly. Most importantly, the 
first two-three years of maintenance are crucial to the establishment of the habitat. 

Luckily, after the first few years, most habitats require less maintenance. You’ll want to keep the fol-
lowing in mind: 

•	 Keep the garden free of trash/debris
•	 Re-mulch if necessary
•	 Check for sediment accumulation around outflow (keep water flowing)
•	 WEED!!
 
Attached to this guide is a list of plants originally planted in your garden. 

Every plant in your garden requires general care as described in this maintenance guide and we have 
chosen plants in advance that should do well, but if you want to learn more about any specific species 
of plant, you can visit this website to learn more: https://www.wildflower.org/plants/ 

                                       



Suggested Maintenance Schedule: 

Time Period Activity
First Weeks and Months (until winter) •	 Water as needed to keep area wet

•	 Look for “washed away” areas, consid-
er replacing vegetation if this is a major 
problem

Seasonally (Spring, summer, fall) •	 Prune and weed as necessary

•	 Remove debris

•	 Water during very hot/dry summers

Yearly (as needed) •	 Re-mulch

•	 Remove sediment from in/outflow 

•	 Replant

In order for a habitat to flourish it needs to be a priority to those who wish to see it succeed. It also 
needs to be a “known entity” throughout the community involved. At a school for example, this means 
everyone at the school should be aware of the habitat is, why it exisits and its benefits. So be sure the 
share the news about your new habitat! 

Many hands make light work, so get volunteers, students, and community groups involved in the main-
tenance of the habitat and it will be an easy task. 

General Maintenance Schedule: 
It  will be helpful to create a maintenance schedule that describes the various duties and timing 
involved in proper rain garden mainteance.  It is best to put the schedule together with every-
one who will be involved in the care of the habitat. Assign duties and stick to them, the habitat’s 
future depends on it!



Watering:

Schedule: Initially water heavily, and then as needed, particularly during dry/hot summers. The plants 
in a rain garden love water, so they generally do best when they stay slightly moist. 

Watering needs to be closely monitored during the first two to three years after planting. This is crucial 
for the plants to establish themselves. After becoming established, the habitat will likely do fine with 
consistent rain water, but You may want to supplement with waterings during summer (great use of 
rain barrel water). If you add or divide plants, you will to need water early on for them to establish. 

Inspecting:

Schedule: After significant rainfall events 
during the first few years and after any ma-
jor rain events in the future. 

Examine the habitat for eroded plants and 
soil and replace as necessary. Also examine 
any water in-flow areas for sediment accu-
mulation and remove. This will allow water 
to flow freely into the habitat. Also remove 
any litter or debris as necessary. 



Weeding and Pruning:

Schedule: Weeds need to be controlled early on to prevent them from taking over the habitat. Make 
weeding a priority in the first spring and summer after the initial planting. Pruning of bushy or dead 
plants can be done in the fall as needed. 

The long term goal of the habitat is to cover all the available space with the plants you want, which will 
eventually lead to less weeding! Learn which are the “wanted” plants and which are not, and remove the 
“unwanted” ones This will be most difficult the first few years after planting. 

Look for dead/dying plants and remove/prune them. Only prune trees in winter, when they are dor-
mant. 

If you wish to fill in your garden, you can dig up, divide,  and relocate some of the plants. Do this in the 
fall or very early spring, NOT when the plants are actively growing. 



Mulching:

Schedule: Mulch intensively for the first few years. This is best to do in early spring, but then as needed 
after rain events. Hardwood mulch (free of weed seeds) or leaf mulch are acceptable, but leaf mulch will 
break down quicker and need to be replaced more often. 

Mulch should be cleared from the base of any trees and should NOT be touching the bark of trees. 

Mowing and Herbicides: 

Schedule: NEVER! Your habitat does not 
need to be mowed or weed-whacked. If 
the habitat is in danger of being mowed, 
you may want to place : “NO MOW” signs 
around the habitat. 

If mowing accidentally occurs some plants 
may survive, but others may need to be 
replanted, and you will have to monitor it 
closely for any potential issues. 

Pull weeds by hand, do not use herbicides, 
this is harmful for your plants and the 
water entering the habitat.  

Keep heavy machinery away from the hab-
itat to avoid soil compaction. 



Task Date/Day Who?
Water (biweekly, as necessary)

Year 1: Spring Weeding

Year 1: Spring mulching/clean-up

Year 1: Fall weeding

Year 1: Plant assessment

Year 2: Spring Weeding

Year 2: Spring mulching/clean-up

Year 2: Fall weeding

Year 2: Plant assessment

Year 3: Spring Weeding

Year 3: Spring mulching/clean-up

Year 3: Fall weeding

Year 3: Plant assessment

Keeping on Task:
 
Use this table to schedule what tasks will be completed by whom, and when. When the 
table is complete, post it in a place where everyone will see it, or add it your electronic cal-
endars.  If this example doesn’t work for you, create your own!



This Habitat Depends on YOU!

Thank you for your dedication to the success of this habitat. It’s contin-
ued success will only be possible if YOU, the people involved, stay dedi-
cated! We hope those involved can work as a whole to make this habitat 

the pride of the community.

Contact PDE with any questions about your habitat 
Sarah Bouboulis, Habitat Project Specialist
302-655-4990 ex. 119
sbouboulis@delawareestuary.org


