Delaware Bay Oyster Restoration Project

Summary: Since 2005, the Delaware Bay Oyster Restoration Task Force has strategically planted
almost 2 million bushels of clam and oyster shells onto historic reefs in Delaware Bay. It has done
so to achieve two objectives: 1.) enhance survival by providing clean surfaces to which juvenile
oysters can attach and grow, and 2.) maintain the ecology of the bay by sustaining oyster reefs.
This program has been successful in stabilizing Delaware Bay’s supply of shell, with 2007 being
the first year since 1999 that the oyster-shell resource has been in equilibrium or increased. More
importantly, there has been a substantial increase in the survival of juvenile oysters. The projected
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