
O
n April 22, we celebrated 
Earth Day in Rodney Square 
with the City of Wilmington 
and over 1,500 visitors find-

ing ways to green their lifestyles and 
keep our waterways clean. 

Since the first Earth Day in 1970, some 
rivers, like the Delaware, are healthier 
than they’ve been in hundreds of years. 
Cities like Wilmington, Philadelphia, 
and Camden are reclaiming their 
riverfronts. Government and industry 
have drastically reduced pollution from 
wastewater. We’re finding new ways 
to restore ecosystems like wetlands and 
shellfish beds that help remove pollu-
tion. But we are far from done.

We’ve addressed some of the most 
obvious sources of pollution. It’s the 
ones that are harder to see that are 
now the biggest challenge. For exam-
ple, we’ve drastically reduced contami-
nants going into our rivers. But how do 
we get rid of the ones already in the 
soil and mud? How do we reduce the 
pollution running off millions of acres of 
roads and yards?

To solve these problems everyone must 
play a part. Earth Day challenges us all 
to build on the hard work of those who 
came before us for a Delaware Estuary 
we can be proud to pass on to those 
who come after us. What part will you 
play? ■
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Credit: Tom Davidock of the PDE

Earth Day in the Estuary
By Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
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Connecting With Kids

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary honored the 
winners of the Green City, Clean Waters Art Contest 
on April 24 at the Fairmount Water Works Interpretive 

Center in Philadelphia. Over 700 students from 13 
schools entered the contest. Those who won first place 
received $100 gift cards, art supplies and certificates. 
They will also see their work transform into real pieces of 
street art next summer. That is when the program’s sponsor, 
the Philadelphia Water Department, will install them next 
to storm drains for all to see. Please contact Lisa Wool at 
(800) 445-4935, extension 105, for details on next year’s 
contest, as they become available. ■

Leading by Example

About 650 people volunteered for this year’s Christina 
River Watershed Cleanup on April 12, including 75 
at the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s 

downtown-Wilmington site near the DuPont Environ-
mental Education Center and its surrounding wildlife refuge. 
Thanks go out to the Delaware Department of Fish & Wild-
life for transporting volunteers up and down the Christina 
River estuary. This allowed them to collect far more litter than 
they would have otherwise, thus sparing the Delaware River 
and Bay from this pollution. See these volunteers in action 
on Flickr at http://bit.ly/1dqbSW6. ■

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary and 
the Schuylkill Action Network helped to 
coordinate a Green Design $aves Green 

workshop on March 26. This took place near the 
Wissahickon Creek in Fort Washington, Pennsyl-
vania. Over 60 land managers took part. 
Together they enjoyed presentations on sustain-
able landscaping. These included many success 
stories and challenges others faced while using 
green practices to manage their lands. This event’s 
success is thanks in large part to the cooperation 
of the PDE’s fellow SAN members. These include 
the Pennsylvania Environmental Council and the 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources. Please call Dee Ross at (800) 
445-4935, extension 106, for details. ■

Helping Landscapers $ave Green
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Investing in Marshes

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary is investing 
in the future of the Delaware Bayshore by investing 
in its marshes. Over 50 people came out to the 

Bayshore Roundtable on March 19 to learn about 
projects by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary and 
others to protect eroding shorelines. Among them were state 
Sen. Jeff Van Drew and a representative of U.S. Sen. Cory 
Booker. This took place at the Bayshore Center at Bivalve 
in Port Norris, New Jersey. Its purpose was to gather input 
on strategies to restore local shorelines sustainably. Other 
contributors included the Natural Lands Trust and The Nature 
Conservancy. For more information, please call Sari Rothrock and ask her about the Bayshore Sustainable Infrastructure 
Planning Project. You can reach her by phone at (800) 445-4935, extension 108. ■

Flying Fish Brewing Company in Somerdale, New Jersey 
hosted almost 70 supporters of the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary at a happy hour fund-

raiser on February 11. This featured Delaware Bay oysters 
paired with Flying Fish’s Exit 1 Bayshore Oyster Stout. The 
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary raised over $1,500 for 
its projects and programs, including its restoration of Dela-
ware Bay oysters. This event would not have been possible 
without the generosity of Bivalve Packing Company and 
Flying Fish Brewing Company. Please call Debbie Heaton 
at (800) 445-4935, extension 120, to ask how you can 
support fun “friendraisers” like this. ■

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary and 
the Schuylkill Action Network launched the 
Schuylkill Students Street Art Contest in January. 

This challenged students in Pennsylvania’s Schuylkill 
River Valley to design a piece of urban, environmen-
tal art. Bence Veres, a home school student from 
Temple, Pennsylvania, created the winning entry 
(pictured), which he entitled “Don’t Pollute the River!” 
The Schuylkill Action Network will now use this to 
create an innovative street-art sticker for installation 
next summer. This will warn passersby that only rain 
should go down the storm drain. For more informa-
tion, please visit Facebook.com/SchuylkillWaters. 
You can also call Tom Davidock at (800) 445-
4935, extension 109. ■
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Boosting Support Creatively

Taking Our Message to the Streets

Facebook.com/SchuylkillWaters
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RESEARCH & RESTORATION

The Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary is installing four living 
shorelines this spring. Living shore-

lines are a way to address erosion 
that doesn’t degrade the environment. 
These restored shorelines will 
help protect marshes in Lewes 
(DE), Milford (DE), Ocean View (DE), 
and Money Island (NJ) from the 
destructive power of wind, waves, 
and currents. Funds for these projects 
come from the Delaware Water Infra-
structure Advisory Council, Geraldine 
R. Dodge Foundation, Flying Fish 
Brewing Company, and the Welfare 
Foundation. Partners include the Cen-
ter for the Inland Bays and Delaware 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control. For more infor-
mation, please visit DelawareEstuary.
org/Living-Shorelines. Angela Padeletti 
is also available to take your call at 
(800) 445-4935, extension 103. ■
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The William Penn Foundation granted 
over $630,000 to the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary in April. 

This will support collaborative efforts 
to improve two of the region’s 
most critical sources of water; 
Pennsylvania’s Schuylkill River and South 
Jersey’s Kirkwood-Cohansey Aquifer. 
Projects that conserve land and reduce 
farm runoff will help to prevent pollution 
in the Schuylkill River, the Delaware 
River and Bay’s largest tributary. Efforts 
in South Jersey will help to monitor and 
conserve the region’s dwindling supply 
of groundwater. For further details, 
please call Tom Davidock and Sari 
Rothrock, respectively. You can reach 
both at (800) 445-4935. ■

Securing Major 
Investments

Breathing Life into Marshes

DelawareEstuary.org/Living
DelawareEstuary.org/Living
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Using the Cleansing Power of Shellfish

Last December the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary finished sampling shellfish for a long-term 
study to see how much these animals reduce 

pollution by filtering water as they eat. This 
involved collecting clams and mussels in the streams 
and marshes of Delaware, New Jersey and Penn-
sylvania. The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary 
is now preparing its final report for the project’s 
funder, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. To 
learn more, please call Kurt Cheng at (800) 445-
4935, extension 107. He can tell you about this, the 
Regional Methods Pathogen Project. ■

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary recently experi-
mented with ribbed mussels in both Delaware Bay and 
Rhode Island’s Narragansett Bay. It is now analyzing 

these data to see how much these shellfish benefit 
coastal communities. The answer may be a lot, because 
ribbed mussels provide two valuable services. Not only do 
they filter water as they eat, but also they help marshes grow 
by trapping mud (sediment) before it flows out to sea. We 
have the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to thank for 
funding this research. Please e-mail Josh Moody at JMoody@
DelawareEstuary.org for updates on his progress. ■
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Testing Solutions for 
Coastal Communities

Scouring Streams 
for Mussels

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary is continuing 
to work with others to survey local streams for 
freshwater mussels. This year it is focusing on two 

urban areas: South Philadelphia’s tidal Schuylkill River and 
creeks in New Castle County, Delaware. The purpose is 
to see how many of these shellfish remain, because every 
one is valuable. Each one filters up to 10 gallons of water 
per day. This research is possible thanks to funders like the 
Delaware Water Infrastructure Advisory Council and the 
Pennsylvania Coastal Resources Management Program. 
See how you can help at DelawareEstuary.org/Freshwater-
Mussels; that or call Angela Padeletti at (800) 445-4935, 
extension 103. ■
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mailto:JMoody@DelawareEstuary.org
mailto:JMoody@DelawareEstuary.org
DelawareEstuary.org/Freshwater


6
ESTUARY NEWS T  SPR ING 2014 T  VOLUME 24  T  I SSUE  3

ESTUARY EVENTS

C
re

di
t: 

Je
ss

ie
 B

uc
kn

er
 o

f t
he

 P
DE

Spokesdog Contests
Until May 15 | Philadelphia, PA
Residents of Philadelphia’s Juniata and Lower 
Moyamensing neighborhoods can fetch both 
prestige and prizes in the Philly Water’s Best 
Friend Spokesdog Competition. Simply log on to 
PhillyWatersheds.org and enter by describing your 
dog’s ecofriendly lifestyle. Those voted the best will 
have a chance to win prizes valued at up to $200. 
This free contest is brought to you by the Philadelphia 
Water Department, Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary and others. Please call (800) 445-4935, 
extension 105, to learn more.

Bear Creek Festival
May 18, from noon to 4 p.m. 
Summit Station, PA
Treat the family to the Bear Creek Festival for free fun 
focused on farming and the outdoors, two hallmarks 
of Schuylkill County. Visitors will enjoy antique tractor pulls; 
farm animals, including horse rides and a cow-milking 
contest; a fishing rodeo; live entertainment; and the chance 
to make a tie-dye t-shirt from — get this — acid-mine drain-
age. Now that’s a conversation piece!  Visit the Schuylkill 
Action Network’s table for the lowdown on this legacy 
pollutant. Please call (570) 622-3742, extension 5, for 
information, or visit SchuylkillCD.org.
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Oyster Stout Happy Hour
May 20, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Newark, DE
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary will host 
a happy-hour event at the new 16 Mile Taphouse. 
Guests will enjoy appetizers and 16 Mile 
Brewery’s Delaware Oyster Stout. Not only is this 
made locally, but also it is made with local ingre-
dients, like real Delaware Bay oysters. The price is 
just $25 per person, and proceeds will benefit the 
nonprofit’s work near the Delaware River and Bay.  
Please register by visiting http://goo.gl/vHUoSG 
or calling (800) 445-4935, extension 114.

Delaware Bay Day
June 7, from noon to 8 p.m. | Port Norris, NJ
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary is 
once again a proud sponsor of Delaware Bay 
Day. This festival promises family fun by offering 
children’s games, contests, dockside seafood, 
live music, a street parade, and even sailing 
cruises. And it’s all capped off by a lighted boat 
parade and fireworks. Stop by our table if you 
visit. We’ll be there showing off our favorite shell-
fish, for which the neighboring town of Bivalve 
is named. Discover the full slate of activities at 
BayshoreCenter.org, or call (856) 785-2060.

PhillyWatersheds.org
http://www.SchuylkillCD.org
http://goo.gl/vHUoSG
http://www.BayshoreCenter.org
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ESTUARY EVENTS
Get Downe Horseshoe 
Crab Festival
May 31, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Fortescue, NJ
Get down in Downe Township during this 
bayshore community’s first festival celebrat-
ing horseshoe crabs. Listen to live music 
while enjoying the work of local artists, 
craftsmen, photographers, cooks and 
more. You can even embark on a beach 
walk through New Jersey’s only horseshoe 
crab sanctuary. That’s where you’ll find 
horseshoe crabs storming the beach to 
spawn as shorebirds flock overhead. Visit 
DownebytheBay.org for details, or call 
(856) 297-1699. You can also visit ecoDel-
aware.com to preview two similar festivals 
in Delaware. One is the Peace, Love & 
Horseshoe Crab Festival in Milford on May 
17. The other is Milton’s Horseshoe Crab 
and Shorebird Festival on May 24.

Cape May Seafood Festival
June 28, from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. | Cape May, NJ
Bring your appetite and your crab mallets to Cape May, home 
to the second-largest seafood port on the East Coast. This inau-
gural festival will feature two blocks of vendors selling all manner 
of raw and cooked seafood. Cape May Convention Hall will 
also house both cooking demonstrations and tables staffed by 
fish fanatics like us, the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary. Dive 
in to CapeMaySeafoodFestival.com for details, as they become 
available. ■

Get Wet!

Schuylkill River Sojourn
June 7-13 | Southeast Pennsylvania
SchuylkillRiver.org/Sojourn.aspx

Escape the Cape Triathalon
June 7-8 | Cape May, NJ
DelmoSports.com/Escape-the-Cape

Sacred Waters Honor Journey
June 8 | Cape May, NJ | http://bit.ly/1sq9zGB

Canoe & Kayak EcoTours
June 15 at 9:30 a.m. | Chadds Ford, PA
http://bit.ly/1huY3Sw

Delaware River Sojourn
June 22-28
Bensalem, PA (and points north)
DelawareRiverSojourn.org
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ecoDelaware.com
ecoDelaware.com
CapeMaySeafoodFestival.com
http://www.SchuylkillRiver.org/Sojourn.aspx
BayshoreCenter.org
http://bit.ly/1sq9zGB
http://bit.ly/1huY3Sw
http://www.DelawareRiverSojourn.org
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Save The Date! 

Pennsylvania Coast Day
September 6
Philadelphia, PA
DelawareEstuary.org/Coast-Day

Delaware Estuary Science & 
Environmental Summit
January 25-28
Cape May, NJ
DelawareEstuary.org/Summit

ESTUARY EVENTS

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc.
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
Tel: (800) 445-4935 / Fax: (302) 655-4991 
E-mail: jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Environmental Protection Agency
Irene Purdy, EPA Region II 
Tel: (212) 637-3794 / Fax (212) 637-3889 
E-mail: purdy.irene@epa.gov
Megan Mackey, EPA Region III
Tel: (215) 814-5534 / Fax: (215) 814-2301
E-mail: mackey.megan@epa.gov

Pennsylvania
Andrew Zemba 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (717) 772-5633 / Fax: (717) 783-4690 
E-mail: azemba@state.pa.us

Delaware
John Kennel 
Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control 
Tel: (302) 739-9255 ext.109 / Fax: (302) 739-7864 
E-mail: john.kennel@state.de.us

New Jersey
Jay Springer 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (609) 341-3122 / Fax: (609) 984-6505 
E-mail: jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us

Delaware River Basin Commission
Bob Tudor 
Tel: (609) 883-9500 ext. 208 / Fax (609) 883-9522 
E-mail: robert.tudor@drbc.state.nj.us

Philadelphia Water Department
Stephanie Chiorean 
Tel: (215) 685-4943 / Fax: (215) 685-6207 
E-mail: stephanie.chiorean@phila.gov

Editor
Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary: a National Estuary Program
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1996. The PDE, a National Estuary Program, leads science-based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal 
Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. To find out how you can become one of our partners, call the PDE at (800) 445-4935 or visit our website at www.DelawareEstuary.org.

Estuary News encourages reprinting of its articles in other publica-
tions. Estuary News is produced four times annually by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), under an assistance agreement 
(CE-993985-12-0) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an open, informa-
tive dialogue on issues related to the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent 
the views of the PDE or EPA, nor does mention of names, commercial 
products or causes constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 
For information about the PDE, call 1-800-445-4935.

Water Quality Advisory 
Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

 MEETINGS CONTACT LIST

Meetings conducted by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s implementation and advisory committees occur on a regular basis 
and are open to the public. For meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:
Estuary Implementation Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director (Chair) 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 102 
jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Monitoring Advisory Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

Toxics Advisory Committee
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Fish Consumption Advisory Team
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Science and Technical Advisory 
Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Science Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@delawareestuary.org

Delaware Estuary Education Network
Lisa Wool, Program Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 105 
lwool@delawareestuary.org

FOLLOW US ON

http://DelawareEstuary.org/Coast-Day
http://DelawareEstuary.org/Summit

