
M
ay through October is the busiest time of 
year for us here at the Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary. So why is it the quietest 
time in our office? Because so many of our 

staff are out working with partners at project sites and 
events in and around the tidal Delaware River and 
Bay.

Great weather, new partnerships, and so many fun 
water-focused events around the region made this 
especially the case this year. We took full advantage 
with our projects and programs, but we’re not the only 
ones. Events like the Bassmaster Elite fishing tournament 
on the urban Delaware River and the Hobie Cat sail-

ing tournament on the Delaware Bay introduced new 
audiences to the beauty and excitement of our waters.

Our Experience the Estuary Celebration also brought 
together over 300 colleagues and partners to cel-
ebrate “Life on the Estuary” on the waterfront in 
Philadelphia on October 9. We extend the warmest 
of thanks to all of the partners and supporters that 
made this and the other projects and events you’ll read 
about here in Estuary News possible. They are just a 
few examples of the kind of “Science in Action” we’ll 
be highlighting at the Delaware Estuary Science and 
Environmental Summit in January — hope to see you 
there! ■
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Science in Action
By Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
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The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) trained 
over 100 volunteers to survey freshwater mussels 
last summer. This included green-job trainees from both 

Camden and Wilmington. These citizen scientists will now 
report what they find to the PDE. This will help the staff’s 
scientists decide where to restore these rare shellfish, which 
can filter up to 10 gallons of water per day. This work 
would not be possible without funding provided by the 
Delaware Water Infrastructure Advisory Council and Penn-
sylvania Coastal Resources Management Program. Please 
contact Dee Ross at (800) 445-4935, extension 106, to 
inquire about future workshops. ■

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) 
hosted 22 teachers on August 5-9 in Camden, 
Philadelphia, and Wilmington. Participants learned 

about environmental science issues, like polluted runoff, 
wetland loss and more. The PDE also provided them with 
the Philadelphia Water Department’s new curriculum and 
activity guides it helped create. Sponsors of this program 
include the Delaware Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Control, Philadelphia Water Depart-
ment, PSEG Nuclear, United Water, and the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency. Please call Melissa Bittner at 
(800) 445-4935, extension 112, for details on next year’s 
workshops. ■

Bringing the Estuary into Classrooms
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The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) 
teamed up with the Schuylkill Action Network 
(SAN) for a farm tour in Berks County, Pennsylva-

nia on August 8. About 50 participants learned 
about projects that stop polluted runoff 
from draining into Maiden Creek, which flows into the 
Schuylkill River. The PDE is a founding member and 
coordinator of the SAN thanks to support from the Phila-
delphia Water Department, Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection, and the William Penn Founda-
tion. Thank you, Berks Conservancy for your assistance 
with this tour. Please call Tom Davidock at (800) 445-
4935, extension 109, for details on the SAN, or visit 
SchuylkillWaters.org. ■

Making Farms Even Greener

Training Citizen Scientists

http://www.SchuylkillWaters.org
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Hundreds of people enjoyed the coast at Penn-
sylvania Coast Day, hosted by the Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary, on September 6 in Philadelphia. 

Adventurers embarked on Delaware River ferry rides, kayak 
excursions, and pedal-boat rides. Spectators enjoyed the 
Pennsylvania Tug Boat Festival, model ship races and exhibits. 
And children delighted in getting their faces painted, winning 
prizes, and participating in arts and crafts. A shuttle even 
whisked passengers away for a roundtrip tour of the Fairmount 
Water Works. This event was possible thanks to sponsors like 
the Pennsylvania Coastal Resources Management Program, 
Philadelphia Water Department, Delaware River Waterfront 
Corporation, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Please call Melissa Bittner at (800) 445-4935, extension 112, to join next year’s fun. ■

Each year, the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) 
participates in events around the region to help 
spread the word about the importance of a healthy Delaware 

Estuary. This year, you may have seen us at: the Blackbird Creek 
Fall Festival, Delaware Coast Day, and White Clay Creek Fest in 
Delaware; the Cape May Seafood Festival, Cohansey RiverFest, 
and Delaware Bay Day in New Jersey; and Budweiser’s Delaware 
River cleanup, Delaware River Maritime Day, the Old City Seaport 
Festival, and the Philadelphia Science Festival (pictured) in Pennsyl-
vania. Visit DelawareEstuary.org/Calendar to see if we are coming 
to your neck of the woods. And call Melissa Bittner at (800) 445-
4935, extension 112, if there is a river-friendly event near you. ■

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary and the Phila-
delphia Water Department crowned two winners 
of the Philly Water’s Best Friend Spokesdog 

Competition in September. They include Eileen Burns and 
her dog Daisy Ann (on right) the hound-dog mix of Lower 
Moyamensing and Michelle Shaw and her dog Gracie 
(on left) the corgi of Juniata. Both will now attend two com-
munity events to tell their neighbors why they should pick 
up dog waste to prevent pollution. Please visit PhillyWa-

tersheds.org/Spokesdog for details, or call Melissa Bit-
tner at (800) 445-4935, extension 112. Partners for this 
year’s competition included the Tookany/Tacony-Frank-
ford Watershed Partnership, Juniata Action Committee, 
and the Lower Moyamensing Civic Association. ■
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Reaching Out to Coastal Communities

Providing Access to the Estuary 

Fighting Philly’s ‘Poo-lution’
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www.DelawareEstuary.org/Calendar
http://www.phillywatersheds.org/meet-2014-philadelphia-spokesdog-winners
http://www.phillywatersheds.org/meet-2014-philadelphia-spokesdog-winners
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Governor Jack Markell (right) and David Small (left), 
secretary of the Delaware Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control, honored the 

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) last July. They pre-
sented Wetland Warrior Awards to Dr. Danielle Kreeger and 
her team of scientists at the Delaware State Fair in Harrington. 
Both awards recognize the PDE’s work monitoring and restor-
ing the First State’s wetlands. ■

Last summer Kurt Cheng of the Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary led a study on “Corbic-
ula,” or exotic clams. Survey sites included 

the Cooper River near Camden, New Jersey, and 
Red Clay Creek near Stanton, Delaware. This work 
is part of Cheng’s graduate research at Drexel Uni-
versity. It will help us understand if some introduced 
species make water cleaner while filtering for food, 
and if so, how much. ■
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The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary worked to 
enhance ecology and stem erosion at four 
shorelines this summer using new “living shoreline” 

techniques. Living shorelines help to stabilize waterfronts 
using animals, plants, and other natural materials that 
bind tightly together. This approach is better for the 
environment than bulkheads and sea walls. The goal of 
these projects is to help protect important salt marshes 
near Lewes (DE), Milford (DE), Ocean View (DE), and 
Money Island (NJ) from the destructive power of wind, 
waves and currents. Volunteers from Chesapeake Utilities 
and Perdue were a big help in Milford. Support for this 
work came from the Delaware Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC), Delaware 
Water Infrastructure Advisory Council, Geraldine R. 
Dodge Foundation, Flying Fish Brewing Company, and 
the Welfare Foundation, as well as partnerships with the 
Center for the Inland Bays, DNREC, The Nature Conservancy’s New Jersey chapter, and Rutgers University. ■

Serving as ‘Wetland Warriors’ Stay Clammy, 
Delaware Valley

Restoring Both Bayshores
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Your Watchdogs for Wetlands

A new wetland monitoring station near the Broadkill River in 
Milton, Delaware will help scientists assess wetland health to combat 
losses. This is the seventh and southernmost station installed by the 

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) in recent years. The PDE also 
assessed 45 wetland sites near Dennis Creek outside Cape May 
and near Barnegat Bay, New Jersey. This will help the PDE and its partners 
determine where restoration is most needed, and it will guide coastal man-
agers on how to stem wetland losses. Thank you, Delaware Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Control and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency for making this work possible. The Barnegat Bay Partner-
ship collaborated on this work. ■

Scientists probed the depths for freshwa-
ter mussels last summer. This took them to 
the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers, as well as 

numerous creeks in Delaware’s Kent and New Castle 
counties, to pinpoint where these water-cleansing ani-
mals still exist and need to be restored. They include 
scientists at the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University, 
Philadelphia Water Department, and U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Funders include the Delaware Water 
Infrastructure Advisory Council and the Pennsylvania 
Coastal Resources Management Program. ■
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Probing the Depths for Science

Becoming the Johnny Appleseed of Mussels

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) reintro-
duced freshwater mussels into six waterways last 
summer: Pennsylvania’s Tacony, Skippack, and Ridley 

creeks; Delaware’s Christina River and Shellpot Creek; and 
along the Delaware River near the Tacony Bridge. The pur-
pose of this experiment is to see if these sites can once again 
sustain these all-natural water filters. Streams where they sur-
vive and grow best will be candidates for future mussel recov-
ery efforts. The PDE thanks the Delaware Water Infrastructure 
Advisory Council, DuPont Clear into the Future program, and 
the Pennsylvania Coastal Resources Management Program 
for supporting this work. This year’s key partners include 
The Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University, 
Philadelphia Water Department, and the Tookany-Tacony/Frankford Watershed Partnership. To see how you can 
help, please visit DelawareEstuary.org/Mussel-Survey-Program. ■
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http://www.delawareestuary.org/Mussel-Survey-Program
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OysterFest
November 1, from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Vineland, NJ
The crew of New Jersey’s official tall 
ship, the A.J. Meerwald, is hosting a 
seafood feast and auction. Please join 
them at the Greenview Inn at Eastlyn 
Golf Course for this annual fundraiser. It 
will feature a bounty of Jersey Fresh fare. 
This includes Delaware Bay oysters fixed 
every which way. Tickets are available at 
BayshoreCenter.org for $85 per person, 
or you can call (856) 785-2060. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the nonprofit’s work to 
support South Jersey’s bayshore towns, cul-
ture, schools, seafood and tourism.
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Marsh Cleanup
November 8, from 9 a.m. to noon
Hamilton, NJ
Only five percent of the Delaware 
River’s freshwater tidal marsh remains. 
Even so, this is more than any other estu-
ary in America. Please help the Friends 
for the Abbott Marshlands (formerly 
the Hamilton – Trenton – Bordentown 
Marsh) protect what is left by volunteer-
ing for its litter cleanup. All you have 
to do is show up at Roebling Park’s 
Spring Lake in long sleeves and pants 
with water and gloves, if you have 
them. Please call Samantha Wolfe, 
Watershed Area 20 ambassador, at 
(231) 360-8807 for details, or visit 
Marsh-Friends.org.

Featured on ecoDelaware.comHike Across Delaware
November 1 at 8 a.m. | Delaware City, DE
Join the Wilmington Trail Club for its 20th-annual fall hike across Delaware. 
That’s right, they are hiking the entire width of Delaware — all 14 miles of 
it — and you can join them for just $17 ($14 for members). This includes a 
t-shirt, shuttle transportation, refreshments and more. Along the way hikers 
will get to see the growing Michael N. Castle Trail at the C&D Canal. Visit 
WilmingtonTrailClub.org for details, or call (302) 824-2874.

www.destateparks.com
BayshoreCenter.org
http://www.marsh-friends.org
http://www.WilmingtonTrailClub.org
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Estuary Summit
January 25-28 | Cape May, NJ
Online registration is now open for the Delaware 
Estuary Science & Environmental Summit, located at 
the Grand Hotel. Come see what scientists, managers, 
and others are doing to solve the Delaware Valley’s 
environmental problems. Early-bird registration is avail-
able for as low as $100 per student and $290 per 
nonstudent until December 7 (hotel room not included). 
For more info, please log on to DelawareEstuary.org 
or call (800) 445-4935, extension 105.
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Schuylkill River Checkup
November 14, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Reading, PA
Discover what locals are doing to improve 
Pennsylvania’s River of the Year, the Schuylkill River. It’s 
all part of the Schuylkill Action Network’s annual get-to-
gether at Reading Area Community College. Over 80 
community leaders will be there, and you should too. 
Those who attend will get inside access to those mon-
itoring the river’s health. Visit SchuylkillWaters.org for 
details, and to become a member. You can also call the 
SAN’s coordinator, Tom Davidock of the Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary, at (800) 445-4935, extension 
109. 

Hoopes 
Reservoir Hike
December 9, from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m.  
Hockessin, DE
Hoopes Reservoir is strictly off limits to 
the public, but don’t worry. The Delaware 
Nature Society jumped through some 
“hoopes” to get you access to its four-mile 
trail. The cost to participate is just $22 ($15 
for members). This gets you in to see the 
bald eagles, waterfowl, and other critters 
inhabiting the woods of Delaware’s biggest 
drinking-water reservoir, but be prepared. 
This hike is somewhat strenuous. Please visit 
DelawareNatureSociety.org to register, or 
call (302) 239-2334, extension 134.

Featured on ecoDelaware.com

Thanksgiving Program
November 25, 26, 28, and 29 (times vary) 
Philadelphia, PA
Calculate the “water footprint” of your Thanksgiving 
meal. Come to the Fairmount Water Works to 
discover the many ways that water is a part of 
everything you eat, drink, and use throughout your 
Thanksgiving feast — from the mashed potatoes to the 
tablecloth — and even the main attraction: the turkey! 
For more info visit FairmountWaterWorks.org or call 
(215) 685-0723.

http://www.DelawareEstuary.org
www.SchuylkillWaters.org
www.DelawareNatureSociety.org
www.FairmountWaterWorks.org
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Partnership for the Delaware Estuary: a National Estuary Program
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1996. The PDE, a National Estuary Program, leads science-based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal 
Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. To find out how you can become one of our partners, call the PDE at (800) 445-4935 or visit our website at www.DelawareEstuary.org.

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc.
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
Tel: (800) 445-4935 / Fax: (302) 655-4991 
E-mail: jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Environmental Protection Agency
Irene Purdy, EPA Region II 
Tel: (212) 637-3794 / Fax (212) 637-3889 
E-mail: purdy.irene@epa.gov
Megan Mackey, EPA Region III
Tel: (215) 814-5534 / Fax: (215) 814-2301
E-mail: mackey.megan@epa.gov

Pennsylvania
Andrew Zemba 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (717) 772-5633 / Fax: (717) 783-4690 
E-mail: azemba@state.pa.us

Estuary News encourages reprinting of its articles in other publica-
tions. Estuary News is produced four times annually by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), under an assistance agreement 
(CE-993985-12-0) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an open, informa-
tive dialogue on issues related to the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent 
the views of the PDE or EPA, nor does mention of names, commercial 
products or causes constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 
For information about the PDE, call 1-800-445-4935.

Delaware
John Kennel 
Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control 
Tel: (302) 739-9255 ext.109 / Fax: (302) 739-7864 
E-mail: john.kennel@state.de.us

New Jersey
Jay Springer 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (609) 341-3122 / Fax: (609) 984-6505 
E-mail: jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us

Delaware River Basin Commission
Kenneth Najjar 
Tel: (609) 883-9500 ext 256 / Fax: (609) 883-9522 
E-mail: kenneth.najjar@drbc.state.nj.us

Philadelphia Water Department
Amy Liu 
Tel: (215) 685-6071 / Fax: (215) 685-6043 
E-mail: amy.liu@phila.gov 

Editor
Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Water Quality Advisory 
Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

 MEETINGS CONTACT LIST

Meetings conducted by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s implementation and advisory committees occur on a regular basis 
and are open to the public. For meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:
Estuary Implementation Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director (Chair) 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 102 
jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Monitoring Advisory Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

Toxics Advisory Committee
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Fish Consumption Advisory Team
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Science and Technical Advisory 
Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Science Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@delawareestuary.org

Delaware Estuary Education 
Network
Lisa Wool, Program Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 105 
lwool@delawareestuary.org

FOLLOW US ON

Many people seed and fertilize their lawns 
this time of year. Thankfully, there’s a way to 
make your lawn green and keep water clean. 
Please visit the websites below to see how.

Delaware
DelawareLivableLawns.org

New Jersey
nj.gov/dep/healthylawnshealthywater

Pennsylvania
http://bit.ly/1p9uoCs
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mailto:kenneth.najjar@drbc.state.nj.us
mailto:amy.liu@phila.gov
http://DelawareLivableLawns.org
http://nj.gov/dep/healthylawnshealthywater
http://bit.ly/1p9uoCs
https://www.flickr.com/photos/carbonnyc

