
Polychlorinated Biphenyls 
Implementation Advisory 
Committee
Pamela Bush, Esq., Commission Secretary 
& Assistant General Counsel  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 203 
pamela.bush@drbc.state.nj.us

Meetings conducted by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s implementation and advisory committees occur on a regular basis 
and are open to the public. For meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:
Estuary Implementation Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director (Chair), 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 102 
jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Monitoring Advisory Committee
John Yagecic, Monitoring Coordinator,  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

Toxics Advisory Committee
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head,  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Fish Consumption Advisory Team
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head,  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Science and Technical Advisory 
Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Science Director,  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@delawareestuary.org

Delaware Estuary Education Network
Lisa Wool, Program Director,  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 105 
lwool@delawareestuary.org
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pring is here and the Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary (PDE) is celebrating 
with a new strategic plan to guide our 
work over the next five years. It includes 

strategies for using science and engaging people 
to achieve a cleaner, healthier tidal Delaware 
River and Bay. It promises the same great work 
you have come to expect from the PDE, with even 
more focus on science, collaboration, innovation, 
balance, and impact. 

That focus is reflected in the projects you will read 
about here in Estuary News, and many others are just 
getting under way, like:

•  a new curriculum for Philadelphia schools to teach 
students about how trees and plants are being used 
to reduce pollution for cleaner water 

•  an innovative plan for using living shorelines in 
Camden for cleaner water and better fish and wild-
life habitat at the water’s edge

•  a new tidal wetland monitoring station and our first 
living shorelines in Delaware for restoring and pro-
tecting wetlands from “erosion,” or washing away

Look for more about these and other new projects in 
future issues of Estuary News. ■

S
By Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director, 
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

The PDE’s new strategic plan focuses on engaging people to 
improve our waterways — like these volunteers at the Christina River 
Watershed Cleanup that took place on April 6 across New Castle 
County, Delaware.

A Fresh Start 
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH

The Fairmount Water Works Interpretive 
Center in Philadelphia will host a cere-
mony honoring winners of the Green City, 

Clean Waters Art Contest on April 25. This 
year the Partnership for the Delaware Estu-
ary (PDE) received more than 1,000 entries. 
Please visit Flickr.com/DelawareEstuary for this 
year’s winning drawings and videos. You may 
also notice them on advertisements located 
inside SEPTA buses and subway cars. For 
details, please e-mail Cheryl Jackson. She can 
be reached at CJackson@DelawareEstuary.
org. This program is made possible by the Phil-
adelphia Water Department. ■
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Teaching Kids About 
Green Cities

In January, the PDE relaunched its website, 
DelawareEstuary.org, to make it accessible 
for visitors using mobile devices. This will 
help it connect with the 10% of people now 
logging on using smart phones, tablets, 
and other handheld technology. It will 
also help its staff and partners access 
data and other information while par-
ticipating in meetings or working in 
the field. To report a problem, please 
e-mail Shaun Bailey at SBailey@Del-
awareEstuary.org. Funding for this 
work is provided by the U.S. Environ-

mental Protection Agency. ■
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The PDE and Schuylkill 
Action Network are 
partnering with the new 

Saucony Creek Brewing 
Company of Kutztown, 
Pennsylvania. Together they are 
developing an environment-
themed beer called Stone Fly 
IPA. Fifteen percent of the profits 
from sales of this beer will be 
donated to restoration activities 
in the Schuylkill River Valley. This 
will create unique opportunities 
to educate adults about the 
importance of clean water. It 
will also inform them about the 
work being done to improve 
our rivers and streams. For 
more information, please e-mail 
Tom Davidock at TDavidock@
DelawareEstuary.org. ■

Brewing for Change

The Northeast-Midwest Institute and 
the Coalition for the Delaware 
River Watershed held a briefing for 

legislators in Washington D.C. in Feb-
ruary about the Delaware River Basin 
Conservation Act (H.R. 644) reintro-
duced by Congressman John Carney 
(pictured). If enacted, this would create 
a restoration program to benefit con-
servation efforts watershed-wide, and 
ultimately the Delaware Estuary. The 
PDE presented examples of its work to 
illustrate restoration needs in the water-
shed. The Act is a top priority for the 
new Coalition for the Delaware River 
Watershed, which seeks to provide a 
stronger common voice for protecting 
and restoring the Delaware River and 
its watershed. ■

Briefing 
Legislators

EDUCATION & OUTREACH

The PDE received the State 
of Pennsylvania’s Governor’s 
Award for Environmental 

Excellence on April 17 in Har-
risburg for its role in fostering 
the Schuylkill Action Network 
(SAN). The SAN’s members work 
to improve water quality in the 
Schuylkill River by collaborating 
on projects and sharing exper-
tise, funding, information, tech-
nology, and more. The SAN is 
a partnership between the PDE, 
Philadelphia Water Department, 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, 
Delaware River Basin Commis-
sion, and dozens of other organi-
zations working in the Schuylkill 
River Watershed. E-mail Tom 
Davidock at TDavidock@Dela-
wareEstuary.org to get involved 
or learn more about the 
SAN. ■
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S T O N E F LY  I PA

The Schuylkill Action Network 
believes that keeping pollution from 

entering your water makes a healthier 
environment for all of us. The Stonefly is a living 
organism that thrives in unpolluted waterways, 

making their presence a natural indicator of healthy 
drinking water. We chose the Stonefly to represent 
our beer for this exact reason, proceeds from this 

beer will go to fund local clean water projects. 
For more information visit: http://schuylkillwaters.org

S T O N E F LY  I PA
BREWED BY
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RESEARCH & RESTORATION

The PDE awarded Dr. John Kraeuter (center) of Rutgers 
University with the Jonathan Sharp Delaware Estuary 
Lifetime Achievement Award on January 28 

in Cape May, New Jersey. Dr. Kraeuter was selected 
for his 40 years of research benefitting the health of the 
tidal Delaware River and Bay. His main research interests 

have focused on bot-
tom-dwelling marine 
life, including clams, 
horseshoe crabs, oys-
ters, scallops and more. 
Dr. Kraeuter joins Dr. 
Jonathan Sharp of the 
University of Delaware 
and former Congress-
man Michael Castle 
as the only recipients 
of this award, which 
is  given in recognition 
of efforts to advance 
scientific understanding 
and management of the 
Delaware Estuary and 
River Basin. ■
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The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary 
(PDE) hosted the Delaware Estuary 
Science & Environmental Summit 

on January 27-30 in Cape May, New Jersey. 
Almost 300 people attended to witness over 
100 presentations. This resulted in record 
media coverage at least as far away from 
the conference as Philadelphia. The quality of 
research being unveiled and relevancy of the 
conference’s theme undoubtedly helped to 
spur interest. Presentations are now available 
online at DelawareEstuary.org. The Delaware 
Estuary Science & Environmental Summit is 
sponsored by the New Jersey Department 
of Environmental Protection, Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection, 
Delaware Department of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Control, DuPont, PSEG 
Nuclear LLC, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
and others. ■

Gathering Scientists Far and Wide

Recognizing All-star Scientists
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RESEARCH & RESTORATION

The PDE will con-
tinue its Volunteer 
Freshwater Mussel 

Survey Program this spring 
with three workshops; one 
each in Delaware, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania. 
The purpose is to teach 
environmental professionals 
how to survey local streams 
for freshwater mussels and 
upload their findings (or 
lack thereof) to the PDE’s 
website. It will also allow 
them to teach volunteers, 
coworkers, and others how 
to participate, expanding 
the search into many more 
streams. For details, please 
e-mail Dee Ross at Dross@
DelawareEstuary.org. Funders include the Delaware Clean 
Water Advisory Council, Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, 

Philadelphia Water Department, and The Sunoco 
Foundation. ■

The PDE’s staff is investigating ways to make 
communities more resilient. They are working 
with Delaware Sea Grant and The Resiliency 

Place on a plan for flooding and storms in Delaware 
City, Delaware. They are working on a similar plan 
with Pennsylvania Sea Grant in Chester, Pennsylvania. 

And they are working with Natural Lands 
Trust and Downe Township to envision 
an environmentally just and safer future 
for the New Jersey towns of Fortescue, 
Gandys Beach, and Money Island (see 
photograph). The devastation wrought by last 
October’s Hurricane Sandy underscored the 
importance of working with communities to 
create these plans for resilience. Inventories 
and assessments of this environmental 
damage are currently under way. For details 
about these, please e-mail Dr. Danielle 
Kreeger at DKreeger@DelawareEstuary.
org. For more information about the PDE’s 
involvement with community resilience plans, 
please e-mail Sari Rothrock at SRothrock@
DelawareEstuary.org. ■
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Searching for Imperiled Species

Helping Storm-battered Communities



6
ESTUARy NEwS t  SPR ING 2013 t  VOLUME 23  t  I SSUE  3

ESTUARY EVENTS

Wilmington Earth Day 
Celebration
April 22, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wilmington, DE
One lunch break is all it will take to cele-
brate Earth Day in Rodney Square. Visitors 
will be welcomed with giveaways, while 
supplies last; free tree seedlings; exciting, 
free raffle items; and fun kids’ activities. They 
can also look over hybrid, or fuel-efficient, 
automobiles and visit about 40 vendors 
offering green products, services, and 
advice. Discover more at DelawareEstuary.
org, or e-mail DRoss@DelawareEstuary.org.

Film Screening
April 22 at 6 p.m. 
Millville, NJ
Those working on Earth Day can celebrate with a free 
showing of Crash: A Tale of Two Species. This PBS 
documentary details the relationships between three 
species: humans, horseshoe crabs, and red knots. 
See how they rely on each other at the historic Levoy 
Theatre. Then adjourn to Winfield’s Restaurant for cama-
raderie. Please call (856) 327-1161 to ask questions. 
For dinner reservations, please e-mail cureservation@
gmail.com or call Suzanne Olah at (856) 327-5118.

Drug Disposal Day
April 27, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Nationwide
You can improve the drinking water of others living 
downstream. All you have to do is drop off your expired 
or unwanted medications for disposal. Doing so keeps 
them out of the water supply and away from thieves. 
It even prevents them from affecting local wildlife. It’s 
all part of National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day. 
Please visit http://1.usa.gov/eB8TPU to find a collection 
site near you.

Freshwater Mussel Workshops
May 8, from 9:30 a.m. to noon 
in Pottstown, PA
May 18 from 9:30 a.m. to noon  
in Hockessin, DE
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) is hosting 
not one, but two workshops for environmental educators, 
teachers, and volunteer leaders. Participants will discover 
how to teach others to survey streams for freshwater mus-
sels. This will help experts catalog what is left of these 
all-natural water filters. Others involved include the Green 
Valleys Association and Delaware Nature Society. To 
register, please e-mail Dee Ross of the PDE at DRoss@
DelawareEstuary.org. Space is limited to just 30 partic-
ipants. Log on to DelawareEstuary.org/Mussel-Survey-
Program for more details.

Featured on 
ecoDelaware.com
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ESTUARY EVENTS

Sanctuary Re-dedication
May 9 at 9:45 a.m. 
Fortescue, in Downe Township, NJ
This beachfront ceremony will mark the re-ded-
ication of New Jersey’s first community-based 
horseshoe crab sanctuary, which was orig-
inally dedicated in 2009. (There are seven 
such sanctuaries in Delaware, on the other 
side of Delaware Bay.) The PDE worked 
with the Ecological Research & Development 
Group (ERDG) and the community to re-install 
the interpretive sign damaged by Hurricane 
Sandy. Its re-dedication will coincide with the 
annual spawning of horseshoe crabs and 
migration of shorebirds. It’s all part of the 
ERDG’s Backyard Stewardship™ and Just Flip 
’Em!® programs, which promote horseshoe crab 
conservation and rescue. For more info, please 
call Glenn Gauvry at (302) 236-5383.
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Mussel Mania
May 11, from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Philadelphia, PA

Join us at the Fairmount Water 
Works Interpretive Center and 
get obsessed (maybe just really 
enthused) about freshwater mussels. 
The day’s lineup will include a talk 
by Dr. Danielle Kreeger of the PDE. 
She will have you understanding 
these filter feeders and falling for 
them in under an hour. We will also 
have Lance Butler of the Philadelphia 
Water Department who will discuss 
the work his team is doing and 
why these bivalves have piqued 
their interest. The Tookany/Tacony-
Frankford Watershed Partnership 
will share the results of last year’s 
mussel surveying, and they will train 
participants before looking for mus-
sels in a stream. There will also be 
a mussel-and-beer reception to finish 
off the day! Call (215) 685-0721 for 
information and to register. The cost 
is just $12 per person. This covers 
fieldtrip transportation, the reception 
and basic supplies.

C
re

di
t: 

Ph
ila

de
lp

hi
a 

W
at

er
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t



estuary news t  sPr InG 2013 t  Volume 23  t  I ssue  3

8

Schuylkill Scrub
Ends May 31, Southeast PA
The Schuylkill Action Network is organizing 
over 50 riverside cleanups into one campaign 
called the Schuylkill Scrub. See for yourself at 
SchuylkillScrub.org. There you can find a volunteer 
opportunity near you. You can also attract volun-
teers to your very own cleanup by registering it 
on the Schuylkill Scrub website. For more details, 
please e-mail Tom Davidock of the PDE. He can 
be reached at TDavidock@DelawareEstuary.org. 

Credit: Paul Mackey, courtesy of the Schuylkill Action Network

Horseshoe Crab  
& Shorebird Festival
May 25, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Milton, DE
Visit Milton, the gateway to Prime Hook 
National Wildlife Refuge, for a celebration of 
horseshoe crabs, shorebirds, and the outdoors. 
Stop by the PDE’s booth located inside the con-
servation tent. Then embark on an adventure. 
Options include boat rides on the Broadkill 
River, canoe trips on Prime Hook Creek, a 
free shuttle to the refuge, trail walks and more. 
Please call (302) 684-1101 for details, or log 
on to HistoricMilton.com. ■

Credit: Milton Chamber of Commerce

Featured on 
ecoDelaware.com

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc.
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
Tel: (800) 445-4935 / Fax: (302) 655-4991 
E-mail: jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Environmental Protection Agency
Irene Purdy, EPA Region II 
Tel: (212) 637-3794 / Fax (212) 637-3889 
E-mail: purdy.irene@epa.gov

Megan Mackey, EPA Region III
Tel: (215) 814-5534 / Fax: (215) 814-2301
E-mail: mackey.megan@epa.gov

Pennsylvania
Andrew Zemba 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (717) 772-5633 / Fax: (717) 783-4690 
E-mail: azemba@state.pa.us

Delaware
John Kennel 
Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control 
Tel: (302) 739-9255 ext.109 / Fax: (302) 739-7864 
E-mail: john.kennel@state.de.us

New Jersey
Jay Springer 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (609) 341-3122 / Fax: (609) 984-6505 
E-mail: jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us

Delaware River Basin Commission
Bob Tudor 
Tel: (609) 883-9500 ext. 208 / Fax (609) 883-9522 
E-mail: robert.tudor@drbc.state.nj.us

Philadelphia Water Department
Stephanie Chiorean 
Tel: (215) 685-4943 / Fax: (215) 685-6207 
E-mail: stephanie.chiorean@phila.gov

Editor
Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary: a National Estuary Program
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1996. The PDE, a National Estuary Program, leads science-based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal 
Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. To find out how you can become one of our partners, call the PDE at (800) 445-4935 or visit our website at www.DelawareEstuary.org.

Estuary News encourages reprinting of its articles in other publica-
tions. Estuary News is produced four times annually by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), under an assistance agreement 
(CE-993985-11-1) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an open, informa-
tive dialogue on issues related to the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent 
the views of the PDE or EPA, nor does mention of names, commercial 
products or causes constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 
For information about the PDE, call 1-800-445-4935.

ESTUARY EVENTS

http://www.historicmilton.com
http://www.ecoDelaware.com

