
Partnership is more than just part of our name — it’s the way we work. 
Every project and program highlighted here in Estuary News is the 
product of partnerships.

Partnerships have the power to make the whole greater than the sum of its 
parts. For example, the Wilmington Green Jobs Program pools the efforts 

of a handful of environmental organizations with the 
City of Wilmington’s summer youth employment 
program to create a new and exciting way for 
urban youth (photo at left) to learn firsthand about 
green career choices.

Partnerships harness the power of people to 
address tough problems. For exam-

ple, a new partnership of conser-
vation organizations and local 
communities is finding ways to 
use clean-water investments to 
make the New Jersey Bayshore 
stronger and more resilient to 
future storms, thanks to the 
New Jersey Recovery Fund (a 
partnership of funders). 

Partnerships have the power to 
reach more people and places. 

New partnerships like the Urban 
Waters Federal Partnership and 
Coalition for the Delaware River 
Watershed offer us opportunities to 
expand our reach into urban com-
munities, the upper watershed, and 
different federal agencies.

The partnerships we’re building 
today are the projects of the 
future! ■
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NEWSLETTER OF THE PARTNERSHIP FOR THE DELAWARE ESTUARY: A NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM

The Power of Partnerships
By Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Credit: Cheryl Jackson of the PDE

Graduates of the Wilmington Green Jobs Program pose for a photograph 
on July 3 after touring the Delaware Museum of Natural History’s exhibit 
on estuaries in Greenville, Delaware. This is an experience they might never 
have had were it not for the cooperation of at least 10 different partners.
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH

Participants in the Delaware Estuary Watershed 
Teacher Workshop in July were among the 
first to preview a new Green School, Clean 

Waters curriculum. The curriculum is currently under 
development by the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary (PDE), working with the Philadelphia Water 
Department (PWD) and others. The teacher work-
shop included an Urban Waters segment and an 
Estuary Explorers segment. Together they gave 30 
educators new experiences, ideas, and tools for 
their classrooms. Sponsors of this workshop include 
Clear into the Future, the Delaware Department 
of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, 
PWD, PSEG and United Water. ■

Philadelphia has two new spokesdogs: Josie of Fitler 
Square (right) and Sophie of University City 
(left). Judges crowned these pooches 

Philly Water’s Best Friend on October 19 at 
Schuylkill River Park. Together they and other 
finalists fetched about 14,500 online votes. Now 

Josie and Sophie will return the favor by serving 
as “ambassadogs.” This means that both will attend 

events to show pet owners the importance of picking up 
dog waste to reduce water “poo-lution.” This is a collabo-

rative program involving the PDE and the Philadelphia Water 
Department, with local partners like Friends of Schuylkill River Park 

and Schuylkill Banks. Please call Cheryl Jackson at (800) 445-
4935, extension 112, for details. ■

Over 60 volunteers learned how to find, identify, and report 
freshwater mussels in their local streams thanks to three 
workshops hosted by the PDE in May and July. The Fresh-

water Mussel Volunteer Survey Program is making great strides 
toward restoring these water-cleaning animals to select streams 
around the region. Thank you, Delaware Clean Water Advisory 
Council, Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, Philadelphia Water 
Department, and The Sunoco Foundation for making this program 
possible. Discover more at DelawareEstuary.org/Mussel-Survey- 
Program, including a map showing where volunteers have sur-
veyed near you. ■

Training Green 
Teachers

Helping Clean-water 
Animals
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Credit: Cheryl Jackson of the PDE

Credit: Jessie Buckner of the PDE

Spokesdog 
[NAME] of 
University 
City.

Fighting ‘Poo-lution’ — with Puppies
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EDUCATION & OUTREACH

On October 3, over 250 people attended the Experi-
ence the Estuary Celebration, showing their support 
for the PDE’s work to improve the Delaware River and 

Bay. At the Independence Seaport Museum in Philadelphia, 
guests enjoyed cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, local oysters, dinner, 
live music, and pre-event access to the museum’s exhibits. A 
silent auction, live auction, raffle, and event sponsorships raised 
over $40,000 for the PDE’s projects and programs. This event 
was sponsored by Cardno ENTRIX, Dupont, Exelon Generation, 
PSEG Nuclear and dozens of others. Please call Debbie Hea-
ton at (800) 445-4935, extension 120, to join their cause. ■

The PDE and the Schuylkill Action Network (SAN) hosted 
two public tours near Pennsylvania’s Schuylkill River in 
June and August. The PDE’s Tom Davidock and SAN 

partners showcased projects that reduce polluted runoff from 
abandoned mines (pictured) and farms. Almost 100 people 
saw innovative techniques that help to keep water clean. Pho-
tos of this are available online at SchuylkillWaters.org. These 
tours were made possible by the Philadelphia Water Depart-
ment. Please call Davidock at (800) 445-4935, extension 
109, to inquire about his work coordinating the SAN. ■

Funding Projects 
and Programs

Providing Hands-on 
Learning
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On September 7, about 5,000 people enjoyed 
Pennsylvania Coast Day at Penn’s Landing in 
Philadelphia. This PDE-hosted event featured 

environmental exhibits, boat rides, and a Wonders of 
Water Challenge with prizes. Coast Day participants 
also enjoyed the Independence Seaport Museum on 
the Delaware River and the Fairmount Water Works 
Interpretive Center on the Schuylkill River. This event was 
sponsored by the Delaware River Waterfront Corpora-
tion, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
Pennsylvania Coastal Resources Management Program, 
and the Philadelphia Water Department. Please call 
Cheryl Jackson at (800) 445-4935, extension 112, for 
a table at next year’s festival. ■

Introducing Families 
to the Coast

Credit: Shaun Bailey of the PDE
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RESEARCH & RESTORATION

The PDE dispatched two crews 
of scientists to monitor more 
than 50 wetlands this summer. 

One team assessed almost four 
dozen, randomly assigned sites. 
The other team monitored nine per-
manent stations near the Delaware 
River, Delaware Bay, and Barnegat 
Bay. The purpose is to ensure local 
wetlands are up to the job of clean-
ing water, protecting communities, 
and sheltering wildlife, and if not, to 
learn why. It’s all part of the Mid-At-
lantic Coastal Wetland Monitoring 
& Assessment Program. Funders 
include Clear Into the Future, the 
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
For more info, please call Angela 
Padeletti at (800) 445-4935,  
extension 103. ■
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The Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary’s (PDE) Fellows, Kurt Cheng 
(left) and Jessie Buckner (right), 

worked with others to collect more than 
600 Asian clams last spring. Together they 
placed clams and ribbed mussels in cages 
submerged in local streams and marshes. 
This is part of their research to determine 
if shellfish like these can be used to find 
where “pathogens,” or disease-causing 
organisms, exist in our rivers and bays, 
possibly even helping to rid them from our 
waters. The PDE is working with the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to carry out this research. Please e-mail 
Cheng at KCheng@DelawareEstuary.org 
for details. ■

Putting Animals to Work

Checking 
Threatened 
Wetlands
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RESEARCH & RESTORATION

The PDE and Rutgers University 
worked together in June to 
install a new living shoreline 

at the Haskin Shellfish Research 
Laboratory in Bivalve, New Jersey. 
This demonstration site will be 
used as a teaching tool for Rutgers 
University students. It will also create 
habitat for fish and wildlife while 
defending valuable property from 
boat wakes, currents, and waves. 
This project was made possible 
thanks to Clear Into the Future, and 
donors like you. Scientists also did 
field reconnaissance for several other 
planned living-shoreline projects in 
Delaware and New Jersey. Please 
e-mail Josh Moody at JMoody@
DelawareEstuary.org to learn about 
this and future installations. ■
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Replenishing Rare Mussels

Innovating 
Shoreline 
Solutions

The PDE continues to reintroduce freshwater 
mussels where they are locally extinct. Staff 
are shown here collecting 200 freshwater mus-

sels from the Brandywine River that were relocated 
to seven areas of Delaware streams. The search 
for freshwater mussels also continued this year at 
new sites including the Delaware River off Bristol, 
Camden and Philadelphia; Skippack Creek in 
Southeast Pennsylvania; the White Clay and Red 
Clay creeks in North Delaware; and in deep-water 
areas of the Delaware River, working with an EPA 
dive team. Assessing where there are and aren’t mus-
sels is the critical first step to restoring these shellfish, 
which are arguably the most endangered animal 
group in the world. Funding for this year’s research 
was provided by Clear Into the Future, the Delaware 
Clean Water Advisory Council, and the White Clay 
Wild and Scenic River Program. Please call Dee 
Ross at (800) 445-4935, extension 106, to ask how 
you can help. ■
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ESTUARY EVENTS

OysterFest
November 1, from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Vineland, NJ
The Bayshore Center at Bivalve will host 
its annual seafood feast and auction at the 
Greenview Inn at Eastlyn Golf Course. Funds 
raised at this event will help support the Center’s 
work to sustain South Jersey’s bayshore commu-
nities, culture, schools, seafood and tourism. So 
bring your wallet and your appetite. Tickets are 
available for $85 each at BayshoreCenter.org, 
or by calling (856) 785-2060.

Delaware River Discussion
November 13, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Bordentown, NJ
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s (PDE) Dr. Danielle 
Kreeger will participate in a panel discussion during the 
fall conference of the Water Resources Association of the 
Delaware River Basin. The panel is being organized by the 
Coalition for the Delaware River Watershed to highlight 
“New Opportunities for Collaborative Conservation in the 
Watershed.”  It will include discussion of the Delaware 
River Basin Conservation Act, a proposed law to increase 
federal support for the Delaware River and Bay. Please 
visit WRADRB.org or call (610) 917-0090 for info on this 
$50-per-person event.Refuge Tree Planting

November 5-7, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day
Wilmington, DE
A few hours of your day could make a big dif-
ference in the health of Wilmington’s Christina 
River estuary. Volunteers who are 15 years old 
or older are needed to plant trees and shrubs 
in the Russell W. Peterson Wildlife Refuge. To 
help, please contact Andrea Stewart at (302) 
836-2558 or Andrea.Stewart@state.de.us. 
Waterproof boots and leather gloves are recom-
mended.

Schuylkill River Checkup
November 15, from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Reading, PA
Discover what locals are doing to improve the Schuylkill 
River’s health. It’s all part of the Schuylkill Action Network’s 
annual get-together at Reading Area Community College. 
Those who attend will play a lead role in charting the 
group’s path in 2014. Approximately 80 community leaders 
will be there, and you should too. Visit SchuylkillWaters.org 
for details or call the PDE’s Tom Davidock at (800) 445-
4935, extension 109.

Credit: Flickr user AER Wilmington
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ESTUARY EVENTS

Mason-Dixon Hike
November 17, from 1 to 4 p.m.
Newark, DE
Follow in the footsteps of 
Charles Mason and Jeremiah 
Dixon, the famous surveyors of the Mason-Dixon 
Line. Participants will hike to the Tri-state Marker in 
tribute to their work, which began soon after their 
arrival in Philadelphia 250 years ago this month. 
This monument sits on private property where 
Delaware, Maryland, and Pennsylvania all meet. 
It is also near the White Clay Creek, a National 
Wild and Scenic River. To register, please call the 
event’s organizer, White Clay State Park, at (302) 
368-6900. The only cost is your park entrance fee.

Featured on
ecoDelaware.com
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Love Your Park
November 16
Philadelphia, PA
Philadelphians will show their brotherly love when 
they spruce up their shared open space this fall. 
Visit LoveYourPark.org to find a site in need of vol-
unteers, or call (215) 988-9334. There are doz-
ens from which you can choose. We recommend 
those bordering the Delaware River, Schuylkill 
River, and other waterways. Volunteering there 
will prevent litter from flowing downstream and 
polluting the Delaware River estuary.

Bald Eagle 
Program
November 23, from 1 to 2 p.m.
Philadelphia, PA
Hear the bald eagle’s story just a few miles from where the 
founding fathers debated its choice as our national symbol. 
Visitors to John Heinz National Wildlife Refuge will get to 
meet local eagle experts. These biologists will discuss their 
work tracking over 250 nests across the commonwealth. 
Please visit FriendsofHeinzRefuge.org or call (215) 365-
3118 for details on this free event and its venue, the Cusano 
Environmental Education Center.
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Water Quality Advisory 
Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

 MEETINGS CONTACT LIST

Meetings conducted by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s implementation and advisory committees occur on a regular basis 
and are open to the public. For meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:
Estuary Implementation Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director (Chair), 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 102 
jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Monitoring Advisory Committee
John Yagecic, Supervisor, Standards and 
Assessment Section  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271
john.yagecic@drbc.state.nj.us

Toxics Advisory Committee
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head,  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Fish Consumption Advisory Team
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head,  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Science and Technical Advisory 
Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Science Director,  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@delawareestuary.org

Delaware Estuary Education Network
Lisa Wool, Program Director,  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 105 
lwool@delawareestuary.org

FOLLOW US ON

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc.
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
Tel: (800) 445-4935 / Fax: (302) 655-4991 
E-mail: jadkins@delawareestuary.org

Environmental Protection Agency
Irene Purdy, EPA Region II 
Tel: (212) 637-3794 / Fax (212) 637-3889 
E-mail: purdy.irene@epa.gov
Megan Mackey, EPA Region III
Tel: (215) 814-5534 / Fax: (215) 814-2301
E-mail: mackey.megan@epa.gov

Pennsylvania
Andrew Zemba 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (717) 772-5633 / Fax: (717) 783-4690 
E-mail: azemba@state.pa.us

Delaware
John Kennel 
Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control 
Tel: (302) 739-9255 ext.109 / Fax: (302) 739-7864 
E-mail: john.kennel@state.de.us

New Jersey
Jay Springer 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (609) 341-3122 / Fax: (609) 984-6505 
E-mail: jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us

Delaware River Basin Commission
Bob Tudor 
Tel: (609) 883-9500 ext. 208 / Fax (609) 883-9522 
E-mail: robert.tudor@drbc.state.nj.us

Philadelphia Water Department
Stephanie Chiorean 
Tel: (215) 685-4943 / Fax: (215) 685-6207 
E-mail: stephanie.chiorean@phila.gov

Editor
Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications 
Coordinator, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary: a National Estuary Program
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1996. The PDE, a National Estuary Program, leads science-based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal 
Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. To find out how you can become one of our partners, call the PDE at (800) 445-4935 or visit our website at www.DelawareEstuary.org.

Estuary News encourages reprinting of its articles in other publica-
tions. Estuary News is produced four times annually by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), under an assistance agreement 
(CE-993985-12-0) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an open, informa-
tive dialogue on issues related to the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent 
the views of the PDE or EPA, nor does mention of names, commercial 
products or causes constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 
For information about the PDE, call 1-800-445-4935.

ESTUARY EVENTS

Hoopes Reservoir Hike
December 4, from noon 
to 4 p.m.
Hockessin, DE
Hoopes Reservoir is strictly off limits to the public, but don’t 
worry. The Delaware Nature Society has jumped through 
some “hoopes” to gain access to its four-mile trail. You can 
join them for an exclusive hike by calling (302) 239-2334, 
extension 134. The cost to participate is just $15 for mem-
bers and $22 for non-members. This gets you in to see the 
bald eagles, waterfowl, and other wildlife inhabiting the 
woods surrounding Delaware’s largest drinking-water reser-
voir, but be prepared. This hike is somewhat difficult.

Voting Deadline
December 15
Schuylkill River Valley, PA
See why Pennsylvania’s Schuylkill River Valley is one 
of the most beautiful destinations in America. It’s all 
part of the Schuylkill Shots Photo Contest hosted by 
the Schuylkill Action Network. Log on to Facebook.
com/SchuylkillWaters, click the “Photo Contest” 
icon and vote daily until December 15. Those with 
the most votes will win prizes valued up to $250. 
They will also be used for an exhibit and more by 
members of the SAN, like the Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary. ■

Featured on
ecoDelaware.com


