
What a difference a decade makes. 
When I joined the Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary’s staff 

in February of 1997, the nonprofit 
was just starting to implement its 
Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan that had been 
written during the previous eight 
years. The Partnership was a 
brand new organization with 
a staff of two.

Just over 10 years later, 
our work with partners 
from across the region has 
helped us make progress 
toward the comple-
tion of more than 68 of 
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In cities throughout the Delaware Estuary, brownfield redevelopment projects, such as 
Christina Landing in wilmington, are luring residents back to the urban waterfront.
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Meetings of the Estuary’s Implementation Teams and Advisory Committees occur on a regular basis and are open to the public. For 
meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:

Estuary	Implementation	Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Interim Director (Interim Chair) 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 112 
jadkins@DelawareEstuary.org

Monitoring	Advisory	Committee
Edward Santoro, Monitoring Coordinator 
(609) 883-9500, ext. 268 
edward.santoro@drbc.state.nj.us

Toxic	Advisory	Committee
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head 
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Fish	Consumption	Advisory	Team
Dr. Thomas Fikslin, Branch Head 
(609) 883-9500, ext. 253 
thomas.fikslin@drbc.state.nj.us

Science	and	Technical	Advisory	
Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Estuary Science Director 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@DelawareEstuary.org

Delaware	Estuary	Education	Network
Lisa Wool, Program Director 
(800) 445-4935, ext. 105 
lwool@DelawareEstuary.org

Polychlorinated	Biphenyls	
Implementation	Advisory	
Committee
Pamela Bush, esq.  
(609) 883-9500, ext. 203 
pamela.bush@drbc.state.nj.us

    MEEtINgS CONtaCt LISt

the plan’s 77 total action items. So far, these activities have 
resulted in:

Over 1.5 million acres of protected and restored habitat

The successful reengagement of the scientific community, 
who are studying existing and emerging threats to the 
Estuary’s ecosystem

An increased awareness of stormwater runoff pollution and 
the role each of us can play in the prevention of this signifi-
cant threat to water quality

A merger of responsibilities once shared by the Delaware 
Estuary Program and the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary

Each of these milestones has helped the organization to expand 
the scope of its work, increase the size of its staff to 12, and 
boost its funding level to more than 20 times what it was in 
1997.

In July, I will be stepping down as the executive director of the 
Partnership to explore other interests and gain the flexibility I 
need to spend more time with my family. I am looking forward 
to promoting and protecting the Estuary in a new, yet undefined 
capacity. But rest assured, the Partnership for the Delaware 

•

•

•

•

Estuary is positioned well for continued success and expansion, 
thanks to a new five-year strategic plan, renewed commitment 
from our federal, state and local partners, and a fantastic staff.

One of the most exciting transformations currently taking place 
is the collective turnaround of the region’s urban waterfronts in 
the Estuary. I remember taking several boat trips along portions 
of the Delaware, Schuylkill, and Christina Rivers back in 1997, 
and what I saw were miles of abandoned and, in many cases, 
contaminated industrial sites. At that point in time, only a hand-
ful of real estate entrepreneurs had made the connection that 
improved water quality could be just the right bait to lure people 
back to the water’s edge, but these speculators were the excep-
tion and not the rule back then.

Fast forward to 2007 and what you see now is a rebirth of 
our region’s urban waterfronts along major rivers in the upper 
reaches of the tidal Estuary. This includes the transformation 
of aging industrial sites like the Philadelphia Navy Yard and 
Chester Electrical Generating Station into office buildings and 
cultural centers like the Delaware Center for Contemporary 
Arts. This has, in turn, convinced many citizens to relocate to the 
numerous new condominiums and apartment buildings now tak-
ing root alongside these riverside redevelopments.

All this progress just goes to show how clean and healthy water-
ways can redefine our lifestyles…mine included. ■

Lifestyles Being Redefined by Waterways
continued from page 1



Milestone 
Marks Two 
Decades for 
NEPs
This year, the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary 
joins 27 other National 
Estuary Programs (NEP) 
throughout the coastal United States in celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
National Estuary Program.

The first 10 priority programs, including the Delaware Estuary, 
were created by Congress in 1987 due to widespread dete-
rioration in coastal watersheds. While mission statements and 

management plans do vary, each NEP is charged with: estab-
lishing governance structures according to watershed bound-
aries; using science to develop and implement management 
plans; fostering consensus-based problem solving; and inform-
ing and involving local stakeholders to sustain the resource. 

Since 2000, the NEP has protected or restored more than one 
million acres of estuarine habitat nationwide. For further informa-
tion about the National Estuary Program, please visit www.EPA.
gov/nep.

2007 ‘Clean Water’ Contests 
Reach Millions
Drawing contests sponsored by the Philadelphia Water Depart-
ment and the Delaware Department of Transportation yielded 
approximately 1,200 entries in both the City of Philadelphia 
and the State of Delaware this year, the latter of which was a 
record. Congratulations to all 32 winning artists.

Each prize-
winning 
student was 
rewarded at 
one of two 
ceremonies 
in April with 
a framed 
certificate, 
a variety 
of art sup-
plies, and 
gift cards 
ranging 
from $25 
to $100. 
Furthermore, 

two institutions — Maritime Academy Charter School of Phila-
delphia and P.L. Dunbar Elementary School of Laurel, Delaware 
— each won $500 because they were the first in their regions 
to submit a total of 100 qualified entries.

Each of the eight first-place drawings were used in two sepa-
rate mass-transit advertising campaigns throughout Philadelphia 
and Delaware. As a result, an estimated 16 million commuters 
learned that “Clean Water Begins and Ends With You.”

To view students’ winning artwork, please visit www.
DelawareEstuary.org or call (800) 445-4935, extension 106, 
to request a free calendar.
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Karen Young (left), director of Philadelphia’s Fairmount Water 
Works Interpretive Center, presented Maritime Academy 
Charter School with a $500 prize at an April 17 ceremony. 
Teacher Jim Lint (right) was on hand to accept the award and 
support three of his winning students.

continued on page 4

Estuary News 
‘Going Green’
In an effort to conserve both natural resources and fund-
ing, the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s newsletter, 
“Estuary News,” will get a little greener this fall when 
it goes from being a quarterly print publication to a tri-
annual newsletter distributed twice by e-mail and via print 
only in the summer.

Each issue of “Estuary News” is mailed to over 26,000 
stakeholders throughout three states, including Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, and New Jersey; four major metro-
politan municipalities, including the Cities of Camden, 
Philadelphia, Trenton, and Wilmington; and a laundry list 
of organizations and businesses spread across more than 
6,700 square miles of the Mid-Atlantic region.

Transitioning to this new distribution format will save con-
siderable funding during a year that saw the Partnership’s 
federal support cut by almost $75,000, or roughly 15 per-
cent. Furthermore, it will conserve almost 10,000 pounds 
of recycled paper annually, as well as an inestimable 
amount of carbon emissions due to far-reduced deliveries.

To support our environmentally friendly efforts, please 
register to receive “Estuary News” electronically. All you 
have to do is send an e-mail entitled “Estuary News” to 
SBailey@DelawareEstuary.org, or call Editor Shaun Bailey 
at (800) 445-4935, extension 113.
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Earth Day Celebration Adds 
Appeal With Exhibitors
This past spring, the City of Wilmington’s Earth Day Celebration 
grew from a simple sidewalk affair to a 20-exhibit, “green-
themed” festival that overtook Rodney Square on the sunny after-
noon of April 20.

Thousands of people spent their lunch hour learning about envi-
ronmentally friendly products and conservation tips for the home, 
workplace, and roadway. For example, many visitors learned 
about compact fluorescent light bulbs, compost bins, hybrid auto-
mobiles and solar panels, just to name a few.

About 1,000 of these visitors also walked away with a free plant 
that is native to Delaware. By using native species and not exotic 
plants, homeowners can beautify their yards while creating wild-
life habitat and reducing the need for fertilizers, pesticides, water, 
and lawn maintenance.

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary has worked with the 
City of Wilmington to coordinate its Earth Day Celebration since 
its inception in 2004. For more information, please call Lisa Wool 
at (800) 445-4935, extension 105.

Volunteers Rid Waterways 
of Trash
Thanks to more than 800 volunteers who dispersed throughout 
New Castle County, Delaware, on April 14, approximately 20 
tons of debris were collected as part of the 16th Annual Christina 
River Watershed Cleanup. Some of the most commonly found 
objects included broken-up Styrofoam, discarded toys, and tires 
— hundreds and hundreds of tires.

Staff members from the Partnership were once again involved 
in many aspects of the event’s execution, including advertising, 
planning, and public relations. The Partnership also coordinated 
approximately 70 volunteers along the scenic Riverwalk in down-
town Wilmington, one of the 10 cleanup sites. In total, this event 
draws its support from more than 40 generous sponsors. For fur-
ther information, please visit www.ChristinaRiverCleanup.org.

And for those who followed “The News Journal” story detailing 
the 40-year-old prom flowers mysteriously found in 2006, we are 
sorry to report that, to date, no date has come forward to claim 
this heartfelt gift. In all likelihood, the box and its contents will 
soon be given to Elizabeth Krewson-Bragg, the granddaughter of 
the family that owned the Penny Hill Flower Shop in Wilmington. 
For further insight into this human-interest story, please search 
www.DelawareOnline.com.

SAN Gives and Receives 
Recognition
In recognition of National Drinking Water Week, celebrated 
annually in May, the Schuylkill Action Network presented three 
Pennsylvania schools with Source Water Protection Awards for 
developing environmental and educational projects that help to 
protect sources of drinking water. Those who received awards 
included students and faculty from C.W. Henry School of 
Philadelphia, Pennfield Middle School of Hatfield, and Temple 
University’s Ambler College.

Similarly, SAN received a Special Recognition Award from the 
American Water Resources Association of the Delaware River 
Basin on April 18. According to the organization’s website, the 
award was bestowed upon SAN for its “exceptional efforts to 

Visitors were greeted at the City of Wilmington’s Earth Day 
Celebration with free native plants, a chance to win a composter and 
more.

City of Wilmington employees, including Environmental Programs Specialist 
Matt Miller (right), were on hand to help remove tons of trash at the 16th 
Annual Christina River Watershed Cleanup on April 14.

continued from page 3
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improve the water resources of the Schuylkill River Watershed 
through partnerships that have unified diverse interests and tran-
scended geographical and jurisdictional boundaries.”

The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary has been an integral 
member of SAN since it was selected by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency in 2004 to administer a $1.15 million grant 
that funds a series of demonstration projects in the Schuylkill 
Watershed. For further details or to get involved in SAN, please 
call Jennifer Adkins at (800) 445-4935, extension 112, or visit 
www.SchuylkillActionNetwork.org.

Delaware Bay to Benefit from 
Third Year of Oyster Project
The Delaware Bay Oyster Restoration Task Force began spend-
ing the bulk of its 2007 Congressional appropriation in June 
when the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Philadelphia District 
took measures to place approximately 550,000 bushels of clean 
shells onto existing oyster reefs. This “shell planting” took place 
during the narrow June 15-to-July 15 time frame that, according to 
studies, yields the greatest setting rates for oyster larvae.

According to projections, the Delaware Bay Oyster Restoration 
Project will generate $50 for every $1 invested during its first 
harvests in 2008 and 2009. This has been made possible by 
local, state and federal partners who have banded together 
since 2005 to revive an oyster population that has suffered for 
decades as a result of climate change, habitat loss, and other 
natural factors.

Please log on to www.DelawareEstuary.org for more information 
about this collaborative bi-state program. Those wishing to show 

their support can do so by purchasing a bottle of Delaware Bay 
oyster garlic pepper sauce at our online “PartnerSHOP,” or by 
calling (800) 445-4935, extension 106. 

New Nature Center Celebrates 
Living Resources
The DuPont Nature Center officially opened on May 23 during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony that brought Gov. Ruth Ann Minner and 
hundreds of other notables to the Mispillion Harbor Reserve just 
outside of Milford, Delaware.

This building, which formerly housed a restaurant, was purchased 
in 2005 by the Delaware Department of Fish and Wildlife using 
funds provided by the PSEG Estuary Enhancement Program. It was 
then renovated using $550,000 donated by DuPont as part of its 
“Clear into the Future” initiative focusing on the Delaware Estuary. 
As a result, the facility’s interior now greets guests with a number 
of interactive educational displays, one of which was created by 
the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary.

Outside the nature center, eco-tourists have an opportunity to 
view a variety of estuarine species using high-tech binoculars and 
spotting scopes. These animals migrate to and from the Mispillion 
Harbor Reserve, resulting in its global significance as both a 
breeding ground for horseshoe crabs and a feeding ground for 
migratory shorebirds during the peak months of May and June.

For further details about the DuPont Nature Center, includ-
ing its seasonal hours of operation, please log on to www.
DuPontNatureCenter.org. Those interested in scheduling a large 
group visit should call Dawn Webb, the center’s manager, at 
(302) 422-1329. ■

Christine Jensen’s (right) class at C.W. Henry School of Philadelphia 
was honored by the Schuylkill Action Network with a Source Water 
Protection Award during National Drinking Water Week. The group 
was nominated by Claire Morgan (left) of the Schuylkill Center for 
Environmental Education.

Birders and other eco-tourists visiting the DuPont Nature Center in May 
and June will have access to perhaps the best site in the Delaware Bay 
region from which to view spawning horseshoe crabs and migrating 
shorebirds.
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CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Agilent Technologies
Agilent Technologies encouraged its 700 or more 
employees to participate in many different environmen-
tal initiatives throughout the year. Around Earth Day, for 

example, employees were asked to mark storm 
drains in the City of Wilmington with 

“No Dumping” emblems, plant addi-
tional native species in the compa-

ny’s on-site garden, or participate 
in the 14th Annual Brandywine 
River Cleanup.     

Wheelabrator

Wheelabrator sponsored its yearly 
Symposium for Environment and 

Education to create environmental and social 
awareness in today’s youth by using educational, reward-
ing, and fun experiences. As part of this event, each 
energy plant also worked with its local middle school 
to develop an annual project that addresses impor-
tant environmental issues in their area. Wheelabrator 
Gloucester, for instance, routinely sponsors a group of 
seventh and eighth graders from West Deptford Middle 
School. This year, students held an Earth Day celebra-
tion at their local community center to educate resi-
dents about conservation.

By Jenn Jones, Environmental 
Stewardship Coordinator, Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary

The Corporate Environmental 
Stewardship Program 
(CESP) provides corpo-
rations in the Delaware 

Estuary with an opportunity to take 
a leadership role in preserving their 
community’s environmental 
well-being. Through 
CESP, participat-
ing corpora-
tions quickly 
discover 
that sound 
eco-
logical 
enhance-
ment and 
economic 
savings are 
not mutually 
exclusive.

CESP provides corpora-
tions across the region with techni-
cal expertise to help them better 
manage and enhance their lands 
through the use of native spe-
cies and the restoration of natural 
habitat. The scope of this program, 
however, is not limited to land man-
agement. Members also use CESP 
to help them organize conserva-
tion-related events and activities 
that build good will amongst com-
munity members. These projects 

Golden Eagle Members
Corporate Standouts Work to Enhance the Estuary

continued next page
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CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Logan Generating
Logan Generating continued the restoration of its 150-acre prop-
erty along the Delaware River by seeding a four-acre field with 
warm-season grasses. Add this to the three acres of palustrine-
emergent wetlands the CESP member created in 2004, and the 10 
acres of upland habitat it established in 2005, and you get a total 
of 17 enhanced acres thus far. In the future, the company is hoping 
to expand the acreage of this project site to include as much avail-
able land as possible.

Atlantic City Electric
In 2004, employees at 
Atlantic City Electric’s 
offices in Carney’s Point, 
New Jersey, installed native plants 
around the company’s reten-
tion basin to create a natural 
buffer that would control 
Canada geese and fil-
ter stormwater runoff. 
Current employees 
continue to invest in 
this project by removing 
invasive species from the 
area and performing gen-
eral maintenance duties each 
spring. As a result, the area con-
tinues to thrive as a beautiful example 
of native habitat in a corporate setting.

Golden Eagle Members
Corporate Standouts Work to Enhance the Estuary

not only improve the environ-
mental health of the Delaware 
Estuary, but they also increase 
employee morale and reduce 
maintenance costs at participat-
ing properties. 

Members of CESP also benefit 
from an annual “eco-excursion” 
to a nature-based tourism desti-
nation in the Delaware Estuary. 
This event gives participants an 
opportunity to leave the office 
behind, network with others, 
and take pleasure in the natural 
resources they are working to 
protect. Most recently, CESP 
members embarked on a 
Delaware Bay sailing voyage 

aboard the Bayshore 
Discovery Project’s 

A.J. Meerwald, 
a historic oyster 
schooner and 
the official tall 
ship for the 
State of New 
Jersey.

The Partnership 
for the Delaware 

Estuary would like to 
thank the following 2006-

2007 CESP members for their 
commitment to environmental 
protection and enhancement. 

continued on page 8



Noramco, McNeil and Centocor
As a part of their five-year biodiversity plan, Noramco, McNeil 
and Centocor, Inc., all Johnson & Johnson companies, are 
teaming up with local partners to help improve water quality in 

the Red Clay Creek Watershed. These corpora-
tions will be sponsoring a series of projects 

at the University of Pennsylvania’s New 
Bolton Center in Kennett Square, 

Pennsylvania. Over the coming 
months, employees will volun-
teer to create riparian buffers 
using native plants once live-
stock-exclusionary fencing is 

installed. This fencing will help 
to keep livestock out of the water-

way, preventing bacteria from ani-
mal waste, a direct source of contami-

nation, from entering Red Clay Creek. 
Meanwhile, forested riparian buffers will act as a 

natural filtering mechanism by trapping pollutants from animal 
and agricultural wastes that wash off the land. According to the 
Center for Watershed Protection, this riverside vegetation could 
reduce nitrogen and phosphorous runoff by up to 60 percent, and 
bacteria by up to 50 percent. ■
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S C H U Y L K I L L  R I V E R 
Renaissance

continued from page 7

“...forested ripar-
ian buffers will act 
as a natural filter-
ing mechanism by 
trapping pollutants 
from animal 
and agri-
cultural 
wastes 
that wash 
off the 
land….This 
riverside vegetation 
could reduce nitro-
gen and phosphorous 
runoff by up to 60 
percent, and bacteria 
by up to 50 percent.”

Newest members 

Red Tail Hawk Members
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A
pproximately 
35 years 
after President 
Richard Nixon 
signed the 

Clean Water Act into action, 
the Schuylkill River is expe-
riencing a renaissance of 
sorts. It’s a transformation that 
would make the founding 
fathers proud.

The Schuylkill River has long 
been the lifeline by which 
hard working Philadelphians 
have sustained themselves. 
For centuries, it has been a 
resource for agriculture, food, 
industry, recreation, trade, 
transportation, waste dis-
posal and, most importantly, 
fresh water, and it continues 
to serve these needs today. 
In fact, as eco-tourists venture 
outdoors this summer for recreation, they will discover a number 
of environmental and economic enhancements along the river’s 
banks.

A collection of agencies and organizations known as the 
Schuylkill Action Network has begun to turn back the clock 
on decades of environmental abuse by pooling the resources 
of more than a dozen member-organizations. These partners 
are implementing restoration and enhancement projects along 

the entirety of the river, which 
stretches approximately 130 
miles eastward from Schuylkill 
County all the way to Center 
City Philadelphia.

Through its involvement 
with the Schuylkill Action 
Network, the Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary is work-
ing with the Philadelphia 
Water Department’s Office 
of Watersheds, federal and 
state agencies in Pennsylvania, 
and local watershed groups to 
combat water pollution stem-
ming from abandoned mines, 
agriculture, sewage discharges, 
stormwater, and more. Such 
efforts have even prompted 
praise from Neal Peirce of the 
Washington Post Writers Group, 
who dubbed it “an exciting 
national model (of) how a city 

enhances its environment, safeguards its water lifelines, engages 
federal and state agencies, and leads a region.”

Take, for example, the group’s work at the Riverbend 
Environmental Education Center in suburban Gladwyne, 
Pennsylvania. Where once there was a streamside gravel park-
ing lot contributing to large-scale erosion and stormwater runoff 
pollution, there is now a state of the art porous-pavement park-
ing lot. This new structure allows rainwater to filter through it, into 

ESTUARY BASICS

S C H U Y L K I L L  R I V E R 
Renaissance

Since 2004, the Schuylkill Action Network has been working to 
reduce water pollution so that the cleanest water possible enters 
the region’s 43 drinking water intake stations (shown in red).
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By Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications Specialist, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

continued on page 10



the earth underneath, rather than wash-
ing across its contaminated surface as it 
flows directly into an adjacent Schuylkill 
River tributary. Not only is this undertak-
ing improving water quality for residents 
and aquatic life downstream, but it also 
is serving as a demonstration site for 
more than 10,000 visitors who come 
to the environmental education center 
annually, as well as for other citizens 
interested in this kind of “green technol-
ogy.”

Through SAN’s efforts and a Targeted 
Watershed Grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
approximately 40 projects on this 
scale and larger will be put into 
action throughout the Schuylkill River 
Watershed by 2008. To measure 
the environmental impacts of these 
and other projects, the Philadelphia 
Water Department’s (PWD) Office 
of Watersheds is working with the 
U.S. Geological Survey to gradually 
reestablish water quality and quantity 
monitoring stations that were abandoned 
due to city budget cuts during the early 
1970s.

Similarly, the country’s first water 
utility, the PWD, also administers 
SchuylkillRiverCast.com, an online water-
quality forecast of the tributary’s most 
visited stretch in downtown Philadelphia. 
The red, yellow and green-light format 
of this public service makes it easy for 
residents and eco-tourists to determine 
whether or not they should engage in 
water-based activities that might put them 
into contact with the river’s waterborne 
impurities.

These tools, combined with the many 
enhancement projects underway, have 
helped to safeguard more than 1.5 mil-

lion people who get their drinking water 
from the Schuylkill River every day. And 
since the Schuylkill drains directly into 
the Delaware River and Delaware Bay, 
millions more throughout the Delaware 
Estuary also benefit from its protection. 
But the benefits of these projects do not 
stop there.

Restoration efforts are also contributing 
to a societal shift in which citizens seem 
increasingly eager to live within reach 
of the historic river. As a matter of fact, 
developers are investing billions of dol-
lars to satisfy consumers with construc-
tion projects donning names such as 
“Philadelphia River City.”  And others still 
are committed to the creation of “green 
buildings” and other ecologically-minded 
structures, such as the Comcast Center 
slated for completion later this year.

Entrepreneurs are excitedly buying up 
brownfields all the way from Center City 
to Bartram’s Garden, a site originally 
selected for its natural beauty in 1728 
by Philadelphia’s own John Bartram, the 
founder of American botany.

The turnaround of this urban corridor is 
being further accelerated by the success 
of Schuylkill Banks, an enterprise led by 
the non-profit Schuylkill River Development 
Corporation to assess, remediate and 
provide access to the banks of the 
Schuylkill River’s tidal portion in down-
town Philadelphia. Schuylkill Banks is part 
of the Schuylkill River Trail, a 20.5-mile 
multi-use pathway that paves the way 
from Center City all the way westward 
to Valley Forge National Historic Park, 
forming the spine of the Schuylkill River 
National & State Heritage Area.
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Work continues on a Schuylkill Banks trail in downtown Philadelphia as eco-tourists paddle 
past redeveloped riverfront properties as part of the 2006 Delaware River Sojourn.

Schuylkill River Renaissance continued from page 9
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In time, this network of trails will be linked 
with others as far away as Phoenixville, 
Pottstown and Reading, Pennsylvania, 
thanks to partners like the Schuylkill River 
Greenway Association, Chester County, 
Montgomery County, and the Fairmount 
Park Commission. Since Congress 
bestowed the Heritage Area designation 
upon the watershed in 2000, numerous riv-
erside communities have received resources 
to further expand recreation and eco-tour-
ism opportunities, and this has yielded posi-
tive effects on the region’s economy.

It was Benjamin Franklin who established 
himself as one of the first American envi-
ronmentalists when he advocated for what 
he called “public rights.” His concern 
was the waste of upriver tanneries and 

slaughterhouses being discharged into 
the Wissahickon Creek, a tributary to the 
Schuylkill River. Issues affecting the water-
way have changed since this time but the 
appeal of the Schuylkill River -- and the 
desire to protect it -- remains the same. 
More than 250 years later, we are still 
working to address pollution issues in the 
Schuylkill, but we’ve also come a long way 
since Franklin’s time. And, if history is any 
indicator, the end product will surely be a 
model at which the entire world can marvel.

If this change creates a large amount of 
white space, please add a simple call-out 
box that says: “To learn more about the his-
tory of the Schuylkill River, check out Beth 
Kephart’s new book, “Flow: The Life and 
Times of Philadelphia’s Schuylkill River.” ■
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Most Philadelphians are familiar with the Kelly Drive section of the Schuylkill Banks trail net-
work. In time, this will be extended all the way south to Fort Mifflin on the Delaware Riverfront.
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Waterfronts 
On the Mend
According to published 
news reports during 
the past six months, the 
following municipalities 
are currently implement-
ing plans to revitalize 
their urban waterfronts.

Delaware

Delaware City

Lewes

Wilmington

Those surrounding the 
C&D Canal

New Jersey

Bivalve

Camden

Millville

Penns Grove

Pennsylvania

Allentown

Philadelphia

Royersford

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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B
y the time the United States 
had won its independence 
from the British Empire in the 
American Revolutionary War, 

our young nation had already begun 
another transformation altogether: 
the American Industrial Revolution. In 
the decades to follow, veterans often 
traded pitchforks for paychecks as they 
strayed from agriculture to work in the 
factories, forges, mills and mines that 
were sprouting up amongst battlefields 
throughout the resource-rich Delaware 
Valley.

This economic influx gained further 
momentum in the 1850s when the 
Second Industrial Revolution introduced 
power-driven ships to Delaware River 
docks in Camden, Trenton, Wilmington, 
and Philadelphia, thus making the 
Delaware Estuary the largest freshwater 
port in the world.

The American dream was alive and 
well, and boatloads of immigrants were 
flooding to the region in an attempt to 
capitalize on the country’s newfound 
prosperity. Little did people know at 
the time that the true stress of the 
American Industrial Revolution would 
be borne not only on the backs of 
immigrant laborers, but also by the sur-
rounding natural environment so many 
sought to settle.

Productivity aside, factories eventually 
become obsolete as others are built that 

offer progressively modern technological 
advances. These underused and aban-
doned industrial or commercial sites are 
known as “brownfields.”  Future use of 
brownfields can often be complicated 
by the presence or potential presence of 
hazardous substances or pollution.

Most American brownfields sat idle until 
1994, when the first federally funded 
pilot project showcased the many ben-
efits of brownfield redevelopment. Chief 
among these are increased property 
values, taxes, investments and jobs, as 
well as a reduction in environmental 
hazards, safety liabilities, and urban 
sprawl. As a result, there are now 
numerous for-profit organizations that 
concentrate solely on restoring brown-
fields to their full potential.

According to the Sustainable Industries 
Journal, “in the last seven years, 
Congress [has] doled out $163 million 
annually to [the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s] competitive brown-
fields grant program, not including the 
federal Superfund program. Numerous 
state agencies and many local gov-

ernments also provide financing for 
brownfield redevelopment projects. And 
to further incentivize brownfield devel-
opment, the U.S. government offers tax 
deductions for cleanup costs the year 
they are incurred.”

This cooperative approach to brownfield 
redevelopment was exemplified in 
2001 when the EPA and Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection 
partnered with PECO (now Exelon) 
as part of the Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act’s Brownfields Pilot 
Initiative. Their goal was to remedi-
ate the Chester Electrical Generating 
Station, a coal-fired power plant that 
operated between 1918 and 1981 on 
90 acres of Delaware Riverfront land in 
Chester, Pennsylvania.

Once the six-story, neoclassic facility 
and its grounds had been remediated, 
all but 27 acres was sold to Preferred 
Real Estate Investments in 2001 for 
redevelopment as a complex to be 
known as The Wharf at Rivertown. 
Construction was then completed by 
2005, after which the Buccini/Pollin 

Group purchased the newly transformed 
property.

Today, this former brownfield offers 
almost 400,000 square feet of elegant 
office space, including a food court 
and fitness center, to thousands of 
professionals employed by high-profile 
tenants like Wells Fargo, Synergy and 
others. It also hosts a wide variety of 
events, including the Partnership for 
the Delaware Estuary’s Experience the 
Estuary Celebration, which will be held 
on September 27.

For more information on brownfields, 
including redevelopment grant oppor-
tunities, please visit the EPA’s website 
at www.epa.gov/swerosps/bf and 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s website at http://
mapping.orr.noaa.gov/website/por-
tal/Delaware/brownfields. Further 
details can also be found by contact-
ing the environmental regulatory 
agency in your state, as well as the 
city council or chamber of commerce 
in your community. ■

MAKING WAVES

THEN: After sitting idle for more than 
two decades, the Chester Electrical 
Generating Station had become well 
known as both a brownfield and an 
eyesore on the Delaware Riverfront in 
Pennsylvania.

NOW: History merges with contemporary at the Wharf at 
Rivertown, where the officially registered historic Ameri-
can building serves as a state-of-the-art office complex 
housing thousands of employees.

Brownfields: 
Then and 
Now
By Shaun Bailey, Marketing 
and Communications Specialist, 
Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary
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The Delaware and Chesapeake Estuaries became a virtual 
classroom starting May 15 when a lone mariner began 
his quest to row around the Delmarva Peninsula as part of 

an educational venture called “A Delmarva Odyssey.”

After more than a year of planning, John Wik set out from 
New Castle, Delaware, in a customized Adirondack guide 
boat equipped with a video camera, laptop computer and, 
most importantly, an onboard navigation system. These tools 
allowed the environmental consultant and adjunct professor to 

periodically broadcast classroom lessons via the Internet that 
have included expert interviews, progress reports, natural history 
documentaries, and more.

The first half of Wik’s month-long journey took him down the 
Delaware Bay and along the Atlantic coastline of Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia. He then rounded the tip of the 
Delmarva Peninsula at Cape Charles, Virginia, and proceeded 
to row the entire length of the Chesapeake Bay. On the last leg 
of his trip, Wik passed through the Chesapeake and Delaware 
Canal enroute to New Castle, his original starting point.

Thanks to the shallow draft of his rowboat, Wik was able to 
stay close to shore and, for the most part, avoid the rigors of 
currents, tides, and shipping channels. This proved to be crucial 
as he explored geography, geology, biology, and culture with 
the help of local scientists and historians.

As a board member governing the Delaware Museum of 
Natural History, Wik hopes his adventures will help to raise 
awareness about the world-class collections housed at the 
Greenville-based nonprofit. He is also optimistic that his journey 
will inspire children to venture outdoors, just as he has done, to 
learn about plants and animals that are native to the peninsula.

For more information about Wik’s adventure, including online 
video and a wide variety of teaching materials, please log on 
to www.DelmarvaOdyssey.com. And to further explore the natu-
ral history of the First State, please visit www.DelMNH.org.

Sponsors for A Delmarva Odyssey include the Delaware 
Museum of Natural History, Digital Eye, DuPont’s Clear into the 
Future initiative, NRG Energy, and Valero Energy Corporation. ■

Teaching Materials You 
Really Odyssey

John Wik set out from New Castle, Delaware, on May 14 hop-
ing to excite people about the natural world through his own 
exploration and discoveries. Log on to www.DelmarvaOdyssey.
com to see how the environmental consultant fared at sea.
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Seen here from a bow-mounted camera, John Wik films one of 
several prerecorded webcasts during his “Delmarva Odyssey.”  
Thanks to the ingenuity of Wik and others like him, anyone with 
an Internet connection can experience the natural history of the 
Delaware Estuary from home.
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By Shaun Bailey, Marketing and Communications Specialist, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary

On a Similar Note:
Rowing enthusiasts should also consider visiting www.Miami2Maine.
com. This website tracks Margo Pellegrino’s attempt to paddle the Eastern 
Seaboard “in the hopes that she can show her children how to make a 
difference in the world and inspire others to take an active role in the stew-
ardship of our oceans.”  Similar to A Delmarva Odyssey, visitors can browse 
amongst photographs, video clips, blog entries and much more.



Great American Seafood Cook-Off
August 4-5
New Orleans, La
Visit www.GreatAmericanSeafoodCookoff.
com to see if James A. Lauser, a Wilmington 
chef, can become  the King of American 
Seafood this fall at the Great American 
Seafood Cook-Off in New Orleans. Lauser 
will represent the Delaware Bay Oyster 
Restoration Task Force and the State of 
Delaware when he showcases Delaware Bay 
oysters on this world stage. For more details, 
please contact Shaun Bailey at (800) 445-
4935, extension  113.

Delaware Estuary Watershed Workshop 
for Teachers
August 6-10
throughout the Delaware Estuary
Over the past nine years, this workshop has 
introduced almost 300 teachers to a wide 
range of laboratory and field experiences to 
the benefit of thousands of students throughout 

the tri-state region. Call Lisa Wool 
at (800) 445-4935, exten-

sion 105, to discover how 
attending this weeklong 

seminar can earn 
educators continuing-
education credits and 
classroom equipment 
worth more than 
$250.

Delaware’s Coastal 
Cleanup

September 15
Seaside locations 

throughout Delaware
Every year, Delaware’s coastline is cleaner 
and wildlife is safer thanks to approximately 
1,750 volunteers who spend more than 3,400 
hours removing roughly six tons of trash dur-
ing Delaware’s Coastal Cleanup. For more 
information on this and other events affiliated 
with the International Coastal Cleanup, please 
call (302) 739-9064. And to register online, 
please visit www.OceanConservancy.org.

World Water Monitoring Day
A day of your choice between September 18 
and October 18
Nationwide
Since its inception in 2002, more than 80,000 
people in 50 countries have volunteered to 
test the water quality of their local streams, 
rivers, estuaries and more. This program helps 
to give scientists more insight into on-the-
ground conditions far from their laboratories. 

River to River Ride
July 28, from 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
telford, Pa
Take in breathtaking views from the seat 
of your bicycle as you pedal between  
25 and 100 miles along the Delaware 

and Schuylkill Rivers, all for the ben-
efit of the Heritage Conservancy 

in Doylestown. This picturesque 
route will take you down lightly 
traveled roads located in 
Philadelphia’s historic country-
side. To start your journey, reg-
ister today at www.PedalPA.
com or call (215) 520-5758 
for further details.

Water Garden Tour
July 28, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Various Northern Delaware 
sites
This self-guided tour features a wide variety 
of water gardens, many of which have been 
certified by the National Wildlife Federation 
as “Backyard Habitats” thanks to the 
food, water and sanctuary they pro-
vide for animals. Proceeds benefit 
the Delaware Nature Society 
and the Delaware Center for 
Horticulture. To purchase your 
$15 advance tickets or inquire 
about details, please contact 
the Gateway Garden Center 
at (302) 239-2727.

Sailor for a Day Camp
Mondays and Wednesdays during 
August, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cape May, NJ
Children ages 10 to 16 years old are 
invited to board the A.J. Meerwald, the 
State of New Jersey’s official tall ship, to 

spend a fun-filled day as a real sailor. 
Operating the sails, dissecting 

Delaware Bay oysters, and 
learning to conserve the 

Delaware Estuary’s 
resources are just a few 
of the many activities 
in which participants 
can take part. For 
more information or to 
register for this $60-
per-person day camp, 

please call (856) 785-
2060.

Schuylkill Banks Kayak Tours
Weekends throughout summer
Philadelphia, Pa
Get a unique perspective on 
Philadelphia when you kayak the 
Schuylkill River from Walnut Street to 
the historic Fairmount Water 
Works using the help of a 
professional guide. These 
tours will take place on 
various Saturdays and 
Sundays throughout 
summer and range 
in price from $30 
for beginning pad-
dlers to $60 for 
more advanced trips. 
To view a complete 
schedule and price list, 
please log on to www.
SchuylkillBanks.org, or call 
(215) 222-6030, extension 100, for 
reservations.

Backyard Habitat Weekend
July 21-22, from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
each day
Philadelphia, Pa
At this two-day event, kids and families 
will have an opportunity to meet some 
wild things they just might spot at home 
while creating their very own animal-hab-
itat handicraft. Naturalist presentations 
featuring live animals will take place at 
11 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. For more details 
about this and other events hosted by 
the Philadelphia Academy of Natural 
Sciences, please visit www.ANSP.org.

K&T Trail Walk
July 21 and August 18, from 10 a.m. 
to Noon
Philadelphia, Pa
Walk the route of the Delaware 
River City Corporation’s pro-
posed K&T Trail, much of 
which follows a historic 
railroad line running paral-
lel to the Delaware River. 
This outdoor corridor will 
soon be redeveloped 
into a continuous 10-mile 
bicycle and pedestrian 
pathway for inclusion in 
the 2,600-mile East Coast 
Greenway. Please visit www.
DRCC-Phila.org or call (215) 
537-8400 for information on 
these leisurely Saturday hikes.
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To see how you can help, please visit www.
WorldWaterMonitoringDay.org today. This 
website also offers reusable test kits for a 
nominal fee.

Southeastern Pennsylvania Coast Day
September 15, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
Philadelphia, Pa
Did you know 
Philadelphia has 
been known for its 
coastline far lon-
ger than its broth-
erly love, “Cradle 
of Liberty,” and 
even its chees-
esteaks?  Discover 
the wonders of 
Philadelphia’s tidal 
rivers at Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Coast 
Day, where more than 20 
interactive displays and children’s activities 
will be featured at Penn’s Landing. For more 
information regarding this free festival, please 
call (800) 445-4935, extension 106, or visit 
www.DelawareEstuary.org.

Philly Fun Fishing Fest
September 22, from 7 to 11 a.m.
Philadelphia, Pa
Dust off that fishing rod and hit the banks of 
the Schuylkill River for the Philadelphia Water 
Department’s annual Philly Fun Fishing Fest. 
This free event provides Philadelphians of all 
ages with an opportunity to enjoy the city’s 
beautiful river and its bountiful resources. 
Participants will enjoy fun activities, fishing 
demonstrations, and a boatload of prizes. 
For more information and to register, please 
visit www.PhillyRiverInfo.org/FishingFest.

National Estuaries Day
October 3
Nationwide
Celebrate National Estuaries Day by visit-
ing one of numerous interpretive centers, 
like the DuPont Nature Center, Delaware 
National Estuarine Research Reserve, the 
Fairmount Water Works Interpretive Center 
or the Delaware Bay Museum, just to name 
a few. Please visit the “Estuary Events” Web 
page located at www.DelwareEstuary.
org to learn about these and other destina-
tions catering to eco-tourists throughout the 
tri-state region. And for added insight, visit 
www.Estuaries.gov.

Delaware Coast Day
October 7, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Lewes, DE
Visit “The First Town in the First State” this fall 
for the longtime tradition of Delaware Coast 
Day, an award-winning festival celebrating 
all things Delaware Bay. This family-friendly 
event attracts upward of 10,000 visitors 

each year. Count yourself among them 
when you visit the Partnership for the 

Delaware Estuary’s tent to sample 
and learn about Delaware Bay 
oysters. For more information 
on this free celebration, please 
call (302) 831-8083 or dive 
into www.Ocean.UDel.edu/
CoastDay.

Waterfowl Festival
October 13, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Milton, DE
See for yourself what makes the 

Delaware Estuary such a magnet for 
waterfowl at Prime Hook National Wildlife 
Refuge’s annual Waterfowl Festival in Milton, 
Delaware. Some of the featured attractions 
will include dozens of vendors, a variety of 
guided tours, and live music, just to name 
a few, and it’s all in the spirit of National 
Wildlife Refuge Week. For more details or to 
volunteer, please call (877) 465-3937.

Coast Day NJ
October 14, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cape May, NJ
Coast Day NJ provides a showcase for the 
Garden State’s lucrative fishing industry and 
rich maritime heritage. Come with your family 
for a one-of-a-kind experience featuring eco-
tours, nautical contests, and children’s activi-
ties galore, all of which are free to enjoy. 
Please call the New Jersey Marine Sciences 
Consortium at (732) 872-1300, extension 
22, or visit www.NJMSC.org for additional 
information and directions.

Giant Yard Sale
October 20
Newark, Delaware
Are you more of a mall walker than a trail 
walker?  Then you don’t want to miss Tri-
State Bird Rescue’s Giant Yard Sale this fall. 
Last year, more than 700 people walked 
away with tremendous deals on collectibles, 
housewares, art, toys, books, and much 
more. Every purchase helps to support the 
day-to-day operations of the nonprofit’s 
Wild Bird Clinic and Oiled Wildlife 
Response programs. For more information, 
please call (302) 737-9543 or visit www.
TriStateBird.org.

Experience 
the Estuary 
Celebration
September 27, 
from 5 to 9 p.m. 
Chester, PA

This fall, The Wharf 
at Rivertown, a 

redeveloped power 
plant, will play host 
to “The Delaware: 
A Living River, A 
Working River,” the 
Partnership for the 
Delaware Estuary’s 
annual fundraising 
event. This elegant 
evening will feature 
a silent and live 
auction, live music, 
exquisitely prepared 
food, cocktails, and 
so much more. For 
individual tables and 
individual tickets, 
please call Karen 
Johnson at (800) 
445-4935, extension 
101.
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