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means a shoreline management practice that addresses the loss of vegetated  
shorelines, beaches, and habitat in the littoral zone by providing for the 

protection, restoration or enhancement of these habitats.  This is 
accomplished through the strategic placement of plants, stone,  sand, or other 

structural and organic materials.  

Living Shoreline 

There are three types of living shorelines: 
  

1) Natural 
• vegetation, submerged 

aquatic vegetation, fill, 
and biodegradable organic 
materials 

2) Hybrid 
• low-profile rock structures 

such as segmented sills, 
stone containment, and 
living breakwaters seeded 
with native shellfish 

3) Structural 
• include, but are not 

limited to, revetments and 
jetties 

 
 



7:7-7.29 Coastal general permit for habitat creation, 
restoration, enhancement, and living shoreline activities  
 
 
(a) This coastal general permit authorizes habitat creation, restoration, 
enhancement, and living shoreline activities necessary to implement a plan for the 
restoration, creation, enhancement, or protection of the habitat, water quality 
functions and values of wetlands, wetland buffers, and open water areas, which is 
sponsored by a Federal or State agency or other entity described in the rule.  For 
The purposes of this general permit, a “sponsor” shall endorse the activities in 
writing.  
 



1.  The project area below the mean high water line is one acre in size or less, 
unless the applicant is a county, State or Federal agency that demonstrates 
that a larger project size is necessary to satisfy the goals of the project;  
 
2.  The project shall disturb the minimum amount of special areas, as defined 
at N.J.A.C. 7:7E3, necessary to successfully implement the project plan.  The 
Department may approve a reduction in the size of a particular special area in 
order to allow an increase in a different special area if the Department 
determines that the activities causing the reduction are sufficiently 
environmentally beneficial to outweigh the negative environmental effects of 
the reduction; and   
 
3.  Where the living shoreline is intended to restore an existing shoreline to a 
previous location, the living shoreline, including all associated fill, shall not 
exceed the footprint of the shoreline as it appeared on the applicable 
Tidelands Map adopted by the Tidelands Resource Council (base map 
photography dated 1977/1978), except for a structural component of the 
project intended to reduce wave energy.  



If the proposed project does not meet the 
requirements of the coastal general permit, a 

CAFRA or Waterfront Development Individual 
permit and/or a Coastal Wetlands permit will be 

required. 



 Workgroup is made up of representatives from all 
programs in DEP including Planning, Regulatory, 
Science, Engineering, Resource and Regulatory. 

 Intended to be proactive and get involved early in the 
planning/design process to assist in the design, 
identify red flag issues and make the regulatory 
process go smother. 

 

 Lessons learned will be rolled back into coastal policy 
and regulation 


