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Method for Fixed Photo Point Observations 

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) Method  
Sarah Bouboulis 
 
Description 
This method describes the collection of fixed photo points at restoration projects. Photo 
documentation of a site will be taken from predetermined and demarcated photo points to 
assess the changes over time of the area. Because locational positioning of restoration 
structures and relevant areas of interest (e.g. current vegetation line, location of outfalls etc.) is 
being measured in other ways, it is not critical that photo-point photographs are an exact 
replicate of previous photos, but rather capture the entire area of interest.  
 
Summary of Approach 
Changes over time are critical to document, whether it be for a permit or educational use.  By 
taking pictures at fixed locations, more exact changes can be documented over time.  
Importantly, when taking fixed photo points, it is crucial to find the location of the fixed 
position and to identify the features that you are supposed to capture in the photograph.  To 
ensure that this occurs, detailed descriptions of location, direction, and features should be 
documented so that all photos capture the same area.  In addition to fixed photo points, 
supplementary photographs should be taken at the discretion of the photographers to 
document other interesting conditions at the site.  
 
Equipment and Materials 

Camera  
Photo Journal/Station Location Guide 
Topographic and/or site map with photo point locations 
Extra batteries for camera (if applicable) 
GPS unit (if applicable)  

Optional: 
Aerial photos and previous photos if available 
GoPro with Telescoping Pole for overhead images 
Ruler (for scale on close up views of streams and vegetation)  
Posts for dedicating fixed photo points if the site plan allows for installation 

 
Procedures 
1. In the photo journal, record information about the site including site ID, date, photographer 

name, camera being used and start time. An example can be seen below:  

 

Upper Township Project 
July 6, 2016 

D. Stout 
PDE Camera 1 
Start 10:30 AM 
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2. Ensure that the date and time in the camera are set correctly. If they are not correct and 

you cannot figure out how to reset them; make a note of the incorrect time on the 

datasheet. 

3. Confirm photographer location with either existing marker (steel fence post), GPS, or by 

referencing the description contained within the station location guide.  When creating 

descriptions for the station location guide, descriptions should be detailed enough that 

someone unfamiliar with the project could capture the same image. 

4. Locate the definitive features for the given photo-point and correctly align the features of 

interest described within the station location guide/photo journal.  

5. Take a photograph.  

6. With digital cameras, confirm photograph is as close to a complete duplication as possible 

to the original photograph. 

a. Pay particular attention to the corners of the old photo. Does your photo have the 

same features in each corner? 

b. Does your photo look like it is too close or too far away? If so, move accordingly. 

c. Is the horizon the same?  

7. Record all of the photo numbers in the photo journal along with a detailed description of 

the features that the photo contains.  

8. If possible, attach GoPro to the telescoping pole.  Use the station location guide/photo 

journal to set the height of the telescoping pole.  GoPro has a smartphone application that 

allows you to see what your GoPro will capture.  Line up the camera to capture the features 

described in the station location guide/photo journal.  Take the photo.  Record the photo 

number(s) in the photo journal/datasheet. 

9. Once all required photos have been taken, survey the site to see if there are any additional 

features of interest that should be captured (e.g. extensive bycatch, presence of significant 

wrack, unexpected plants).  Record descriptions of any additional photos taken in the photo 

journal with photo numbers.    

10. If applicable, fill out data sheet. For long term monitoring, it is critical to document factors 

about the photograph that are not contained within the picture. The following information 

should be recorded with all photo-points and supplementary photographs:  

a. Photo file name  

b. Date the photograph was taken 

c. Name of photographer  

d. Location (site and stream)  
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e. Description of photograph 

11. Photos are to be transferred off of the camera shortly after they are collected.  

12. It is important to have file and data management of pictures.  Follow appropriate project 

specific protocols for archiving photos (i.e., PDE-Best Practice #2 Procedure for Archiving 

Photo Data) 

 



Fixed Photo Point Data Sheet

Location:

Fixed Location 

#/Supplimentary  # Photo #

Date: Weather: Crew:

Notes: Start Time: End Time:

Notes:


