
Comprehensive Conservation & Management 
Plan for the Delaware Estuary

The Delaware Estuary is a beautiful, life-sustaining, and productive place.  It 
spans from the fresh waters in Trenton, NJ to the salt waters of Cape Henlopen, 
DE and Cape May, NJ.  Its waters supply drinking water to millions of people.  
Its natural resources contribute $12 billion every year to the economy of 
the region.  The Delaware Estuary supports a variety of habitats and sustains 
diverse communities of fish, wildlife, and people.  

In 1996, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE) was created and the 
Delaware Estuary was established as one of 28 National Estuary Programs 
in the United States.  PDE is a non-profit organization that advances and 
coordinates the efforts of a group of core partners to protect and enhance 
the Delaware Estuary. This group also includes the Philadelphia Water 
Department, Delaware River Basin Commission, US Environmental Protection 
Agency (Regions 2 and 3), Delaware Department of Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control, New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, 
and Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. These partners 
have worked together with input from hundreds of local stakeholders and 
experts to draft the revised Comprehensive Conservation and Management 
Plan (CCMP) for the Delaware Estuary.  The plan lays out goals and strategies 
for continuing the Delaware Estuary’s recovery over the next 10 years.

The CCMP was created to guide the efforts of environmental agencies and 
organizations in the region to protect the tidal Delaware River and Bay, 
otherwise known as the Delaware Estuary.  The original plan, written in 1996, 
included 77 actions and served the Delaware Estuary well for over 20 years.  
The draft revised CCMP is streamlined into 39 strategies organized in three 
areas of focus: clean waters, strong communities, and healthy habitats. 
Hundreds of people have provided input on this plan. We are now asking for 
you, residents of this region, to provide feedback.  

PDE invites comments on the revised draft CCMP 
through July 20th, 2018. 
For more information, to review the draft revised CCMP, and to submit 
comments visit www.DelawareEstuary.org/our-plan. 
When reviewing the document, consider the following questions:  

• Are these strategies supportive of your goals, or goals for your local 
area/streams? 

• Are there ways to make these strategies more supportive of your local 
goals? 

• Are there potential partners or innovative new ideas we may have 
missed? 

Have Questions?  

Join us for an informational webinar at noon on June 11th 
(also available to view/hear afterward at www.DelawareEstuary.org/our-plan.)
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PDE and partners will review comments received by the 
deadline to determine what changes are needed to the 
draft revised CCMP.  A summary document responding to 
comments will be posted at www.DelawareEstuary.org/our-
plan later this summer.  We anticipate finalizing the revised 
CCMP by the end of the year, for release in early 2019.

Please Direct Questions to:
Emily Baumbach
Science Planning Specialist
ebaumbach@delawareestuary.org

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary is a nonprofit 
organization established in 1996 to take a leadership 
role in protecting and enhancing the Delaware Estuary, 
where fresh water from the Delaware River mixes 
with salt water from the Atlantic Ocean. It is one of 28 
Congressionally designated National Estuary Programs 
throughout the coastal United States working to improve 
the environmental health of the nation’s estuaries. Its staff 
works with partners in three states to increase awareness, 
understanding, and scientific knowledge about the 
Delaware Estuary, the region’s most important cultural, 
economic, and recreational resource.

Mission
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary leads science-
based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal 
Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania.
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