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In August, the American Fisheries Society (AFS) 
presented PDE with its 2018 President’s Fishery 
Conservation Award for its long-term contributions 

to advanced aquatic resource conservation at a 
regional level.

AFS, a top organization for fisheries science 
and management, gives this award each year 

to non-AFS entities or to individuals for singular 
accomplishments or contributions that advance 
aquatic resource conservation at a regional or 
local level. PDE Science Director Dr. Danielle 
Kreeger accepted the award at the AFS 
annual meeting in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey.

In September, Dr. Susan S. Kilham 
served as honorary chairwoman of PDE’s 
Experience the Estuary Celebration. There, 
PDE staff, partners and dinner guests 
recognized and applauded Kilham’s 
many contributions to science and to the 
organization over the years. Kilham is 
establishing a fund to help support PDE’s 
research and work with students.

PDE raised more than $90,000 from the event 
held at The Waterfall in Claymont, Delaware. 
More than 400 people attended the dinner, 
which included cocktails, a silent auction and 
a raw bar that featured Delaware Bay oysters. 
Leading sponsors of the night included DuPont, 
Exelon Generation and PSEG Nuclear LLC. The 
Experience the Estuary Celebration provides 

networking opportunities 
for professionals who 
represent business, industry, 
government, academic 
institutions and nonprofit 
organizations.

LINK: For more photos of 
the 2018 Experience the 
Estuary Celebration, visit 
PDE’s Flickr site at www.flickr.
com/photos/delawareestuary/
albums/
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Science Takes Center 
Stage For PDE 
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Partnership for the Delaware Estuary welcomes three new staff members aboard. 
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Staffing News
E D U C AT I O N  &  O U T R E A C H

Kathy Klein is PDE’s new director of donor engagement. As such, Klein develops 
creative new strategies and initiatives to engage partners in supporting the orga-
nization’s mission through financial and in-kind support. Klein previously served as 
PDE’s executive director from 1997 to 2007.

Klein has been a leader in development, strategic planning, and programmatic 
design and implementation efforts for several regional organizations. Most 
recently, she was executive director of the Water Resources Association of the 
Delaware River Basin.

Klein has a bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science from the University of 
Colorado, Boulder. She resides in Wilmington, Delaware, and likes to spend 
weekends enjoying the Delaware River in Stockton, New Jersey, with her family 
and Golden Retriever, Trooper.

Kathy Morgan is PDE’s staff accountant. She has more than 20 years of 
professional financial and accounting experience and management of general 
ledger, payroll, benefits, and tax accounting, overseeing five separate operating 
entities of her own and holding corporate roles in accounting in various other 
companies. She has a bachelor’s degree in Accounting from Goldey Beacom 
College. Morgan calls Landsdale, Pennsylvania, home.

Sarah Morales is PDE’s outreach associate. As such, her chief responsibility is to 
organize and implement creative programs and projects that engage the public.

Before joining PDE full time, Morales worked at PDE part time as an outreach and 
volunteer program developer through AmeriCorps’ Public Allies Delaware. She 
spent another term with AmeriCorps as a friends group developer for Delaware 
State Parks. 

Morales has a bachelor of science degree in Landscape Horticulture and Design 
with a minor in Psychology from The University of Delaware. She likes to spend 
her free time knitting, reading, and visiting botanical gardens throughout the 
country.

For a full list of staff bios, see www.delawareestuary.org/pde-staff-directory/
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Last July, teachers from all over New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Delaware immersed them-
selves in science when they attended PDE’s 

educational workshops.

From July 16 through 18, teachers attended PDE’s 
“Three Days, Three States, One Experience” 
workshop series. PDE also held a single-day 
workshop on July 24 in Bridgeton, New Jersey.

The July 16 New Jersey workshop 
celebrated 50 years of the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act with a day centered 
around the wild and scenic theme. 
Teachers cruised the Maurice River 
in Millville, New Jersey, a recognized 
Wild and Scenic River. Jane Morton 
Galetto of Citizens United to Protect 
the Maurice River, Inc. led the 
cruise, where teachers saw osprey, 
bald eagles, herons and other 
wildlife. After the cruise, teachers 
participated in an art activity called 
gyotaku, a Japanese form of printing, 
which involved pressing painted fish 
molds on to cloth.

The Delaware workshop focused on Adaptation 
for the Next Generation, which included a trip to 
the DuPont Nature Center at Mispillion Harbor 
where teachers learned about living shorelines, 
oysters, and climate change. Teachers also visited 
the St. Jones Reserve near Dover where they 
learned about pollinator research.

Teachers toured different sites in Philadelphia 
for the Pennsylvania workshop which focused 

on green infrastructure. Chris Anderson 
of the Philadelphia Water Department 
gave a tour of the city that included 
locations that featured the history, design  
and implementation of several different 
stormwater management projects. 

At the July 24 workshop in Bridgeton, 10 
educators spent time in the classroom 
and in the field learning about green 
infrastructure and water quality. PDE 
partnered with  the American Littoral 
Society for this workshop.

LINK: For more information about teacher 
workshops, visit DelawareEstuary.org/
teacher-workshops

E D U C AT I O N  &  O U T R E A C H

Teachers: What Did You Do On Your Summer Vacation?
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Members of PDE staff conducted workshops 
throughout the summer about freshwater 
mussels.

Teams held training for fellows from the Alliance 
for Watershed Education of the Delaware River, 
staff from Fairmount Water Works and for interns 

enrolled in the Wilmington Green Jobs program. 
They also offered workshops at Palmyra Cove 
Nature Park in New Jersey, John Heinz National 
Wildlife Refuge at Tinicum in Philadelphia and 
the Winterthur Museum, Garden & Library in 
Delaware.

RESEARCH & RESTORATION

SAN-tastic Anniversary

Mussel Workshops in the Estuary

This year, the Schuylkill Action Network (SAN) celebrates 15 years in the 
community. Between coastal cleanups, education outreach and events, 
there has been a lot to applaud. Here are just a few recent events:

n		Schuylkill Scrubs throughout the Schuylkill River Watershed

n		Schuylkill Water Utility Forum Sept. 12 at Albright 
College, Reading, Pennsylvania

n		SAN Bus Tour of projects in Berks and Schuylkill 
counties, Sept. 2

n		SANtoberfest bus tour of three breweries in the 
King of Prussia area, Oct. 13

E D U C AT I O N  &  O U T R E A C H
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Eco Tour Brings New 
Jersey Officials to 
Delaware Bayshore 

As part of what promises to be an exciting 
bi-state collaboration, New Jersey and 
Delaware officials toured Delaware’s 

bayshore last August.

Delaware officials showed off sites along their 
“Bayshore Initiative” which includes numerous 
projects to promote eco-tourism activities like 
birding, fishing, trails and visiting beaches 
along the Delaware Bay. These sites spanned  
from Delaware City to Slaughter Beach. The daylong tour additionally provided  opportunities 
for Delaware officials to share ideas and experiences with permitting and funding challenges and 
opportunities with their New Jersey visitors. Representatives from the Delaware Division of Fish and 
Wildlife discussed improvements that the state has taken to improve recreation and tourism in the First 
State. Egrets, herons, shore birds, horseshoe crabs and other wildlife decorated the landscapes. PDE 

thanks members of Delaware Fish & 
Wildlife, the Delaware Department 
of Transportation, officials from 
the town of Slaughter Beach, the 
Alliance for Beach Communities, the 
American Birding Association and all 
of the participants from New Jersey 
for making the tour a reality. PDE 
hopes this is the only the first step of 
many toward collaboration between 
the two states for Bayshore eco-
tourism.

LINK: For more more photos from  
the eco-tour, go to flickr.com/photos/ 
delawareestuary/albums/ 
72157698624837501

Highmark Walk a 
Hit in June 

PDE board members, staff and friends 
participated on June 9 in the 2018 Highmark 
Walk for a Healthy Community on the 

Riverfront in Wilmington, Delaware. More than 
150 donors and walkers raised $8,000. PDE thanks 
everyone who supported the walk, and looks 
forward to seeing everyone at next year’s walk, 
which will take place on June 8, 2019. 

E D U C AT I O N  &  O U T R E A C H
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Rain Garden Work 
Continues With 3M Grant

How Do Your  
Mussels Grow?

This year, the Partnership for the Delaware 
Estuary received a $27,000 Eco Grant from 
the 3M Corporation to maintain rain gardens 

previously installed in Pottstown, Pennsylvania, 
and Newark and Wilmington, Delaware. The two-
year grant enables PDE to continue working with 
schools and communities that have rain gardens 
and address maintenance challenges. This work was 
recently featured at PDE’s Corporate and Community 
Environmental Stewardship Program breakfast at 
Bartram’s Garden in Philadelphia. 

PDE mussel scientists are working with staff 
from the Independence Seaport Museum in 
Philadelphia and other PDE partners on a 

juvenile freshwater mussel growing/monitoring 
program. 

Scientists have been studying where freshwater 
mussels can thrive after being raised in a lab and 
then placed in floating baskets. In the baskets, 
scientists maintain the mussels and measure 
their growth until they are mature enough to be 

relocated to streams that need mussel restoration. 
Using cages and transponders, scientists map 
where mussels can thrive after they’re added to 
restoration sites. Scientists compare the mussels’ 
temporary homes so they know which streams 

support the best mussel growth.

The science team also recently 
visited a new facility at the National 
Aquarium to view mussel hatching 
equipment in advance of PDE’s plans 
for a large-scale freshwater mussel 
hatchery and education center. 

The team also is leading a study 
in Pennsylvania to examine the 
distribution and population health of 
Tidewater Mucket, a native mussel 
species in our estuary that is uniquely 
adapted to freshwater tidal habitats 
between Trenton and Philadelphia. 
Results from the study will help the 
state update its listing status of this 
species.
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This year, PDE launched research into the interaction 
between forests, salt marshes and sea level rise. In 
late spring, members of PDE’s science team installed 

experimental plots to track how forest shade affects marsh 
grass. Other research involved boring into tree trunks to 
find out how the trees respond to flooding. This research 
will help managers understand ecological processes that 
govern rates of marsh migration into inland habitats.

The Public Comment Period for the revised Comprehensive Conservation and 
Management Plan (CCMP) for the Delaware Estuary is now closed and PDE is in 
the finishing stages of revising the document that will provide PDE with a blue-

print for the coming years. In addition to the comment period, which spanned from May 
21 to July 20, PDE also held a webinar about the draft revised plan on June 4. 

LINK: To read the draft revised CCMP, or for more information about it, visit www.
DelawareEstuary.org/our-plan/

S C I E N C E
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Comments 
Received 
on Revised 
CCMP

Working in the Wetlands

Science Summit 2019 is Around the Corner

Keep your calendars marked for the Delaware Estuary Science & 
Environmental Summit. Registration opens on Nov. 1 for this three-
day conference retreat that brings scientists, researchers, managers, 

restoration practitioners and environmental education specialists together 
to share information.

The theme, Estuary 2029: Saving our System Through Collaboration, 
crosses disciplines and relationships that will be needed to successfully 
implement the revised Comprehensive Conservation Management Plan for 
the Delaware Estuary. Attendees will be invited to forge new collaborations 
that promote ecosystem-based science management and restoration.

The summit is set for Jan. 27-30, 2019 at The Grand Hotel in Cape May, 
New Jersey. 

LINKS: For more information about the summit, including registration and hotel rates, visit www.
delawareestuary.org/events/pde-science-environmental-summit/.

Sponsorship information also is available through the PDE website at: www.delawareestuary.org/delaware-
estuary-science-and-environmental-summit/science-summit-sponsor/
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The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary:  
Connecting people, science, and nature for a healthy Delaware River and Bay
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), is a private, nonprofit organization established in 1996. The PDE, a National Estuary Program, leads science-
based and collaborative efforts to improve the tidal Delaware River and Bay, which spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. To find out how you can 
become one of our partners, call the PDE at (800) 445-4935 or visit our website at www.DelawareEstuary.org.

Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc.
Jennifer Adkins, Executive Director 
Tel: (800) 445-4935 / Fax: (302) 655-4991 
E-mail: jadkins@DelawareEstuary.org

Environmental Protection Agency
Irene Purdy, EPA Region II 
Tel: (212) 637-3794 / Fax (212) 637-3889 
E-mail: purdy.irene@epa.gov
Megan Mackey, EPA Region III
Tel: (215) 814-5534 / Fax: (215) 814-2301
E-mail: mackey.megan@epa.gov

Pennsylvania
Rhonda Manning 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (717) 772-4472 / Fax: (717) 783-4690 
Email: rmanning@pa.gov

Estuary News encourages reprinting of its articles in other publications. Estuary News is produced four times annually by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, Inc. (PDE), under an 
assistance agreement (CE-99398513-2) with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an open, informative dialogue on issues related 
to the PDE. The viewpoints expressed here do not necessarily represent the views of the PDE or EPA, nor does mention of names, commercial products or causes constitute endorsement or 
recommendation for use. For information about the PDE, call 1-800-445-4935.

Delaware
Kimberly Cole 
Department of Natural Resources and  
Environmental Control 
Tel: (302) 739-9293 / Fax: (302) 739-2048 
E-mail: kimberly.cole@state.de.us

New Jersey
Jay Springer 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Tel: (609) 341-3122 / Fax: (609) 984-6505 
E-mail: jay.springer@dep.state.nj.us

Delaware River Basin Commission
Kenneth Najjar 
Tel: (609) 883-9500 ext 256 / Fax: (609) 883-9522 
E-mail: kenneth.najjar@drbc.state.nj.us

Philadelphia Water 
Kelly Anderson 
Tel: (215) 685-6245 / Fax: (215) 685-6043 
Email: kelly.anderson@phila.gov

Editor
Kate Layton 
Marketing and Communications Manager 
Email: klayton@delawareestuary.org

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL PHOTOS ARE PROPERTY 

OF THE PARTNERSHIP FOR THE DELAWARE ESTUARY.

Water Quality Advisory 
Committee
John Yagecic, P.E., Manager, Water 
Quality Assessment
Delaware River Basin Commission 
(609) 883-9500, ext. 271 
john.yagecic@drbc.nj.gov

Meetings conducted by the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary’s implementation and advisory committees occur on a 
regular basis and are open to the public. For meeting dates and times, please contact the individuals listed below:

Estuary Implementation Committee
Jennifer Adkins, Executive 
Director (Chair)
(800) 445-4935, ext. 102 
jadkins@DelawareEstuary.org

Monitoring Advisory &  
Coordination Committee
John Yagecic, P.E., Manager,  
Water Quality Assessment
Delaware River Basin Commission 
609-883-9500 ext. 271 
john.yagecic@drbc.nj.gov

Toxics Advisory Committee
Ron MacGillivray, Senior 
Environmental Toxicologist 
Delaware River Basin Commission 
(609) 883-9500, ext. 257 
ron.macgillivray@drbc.nj.gov

Science and Technical  
Advisory Committee
Dr. Danielle Kreeger, Science Director  
(800) 445-4935, ext. 104 
dkreeger@DelawareEstuary.org

FOLLOW US ON:

M E E T I N G S  C O N TA C T  L I S T

SAN Annual Meeting: 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Nov. 9
1442 Bern St., Reading PA, 19604 
on the campus of Albright College
For more information, or to sign up 
to attend, follow this link:

Link: www.schuylkillwaters.org/get-
involved/events/san-annual-meeting

Schuylkill Scrub Watershed Cleanup
March through May 2019

Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community
June 8, 2019

Wilmington Earth Day
April 17, 2019

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S


