
178 DECISION POINT

ENGAGE: WATCH & DISCUSSSTEP 3
CONTINUED...

1)  In what ways do you think the world is a mess?

2) How do you sense God is calling you to make the world a better place?

3)  What’s one thing you can do today that will make the world a better place?

SESSION 11.1 THE WORLD IS A MESS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS [WB273]

10 MIN

7 MIN

WATCH VIDEO

At different times in our lives we all feel called to mission. 
Some missions are large and some are small. Talk to your 

class about how and why you felt called to lead them to 
Confirmation. 
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Invite a student to read aloud “Who Was John Henry Newman?” 
Every year millions of  people around the world convert from other 
faiths to become Catholic. Discuss with your candidates what they 

think attracts these people to Catholicism.  [WB282]
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desire. God wants us to get beyond our shallow desires, which are often 
selfish or pointless, and uncover the deepest desires of  our hearts. 

When I am the-best-version-of-myself, I say no to the doughnuts and 
I have a salad for lunch instead. To the world this is a simple choice 
between doughnuts and a salad. But as we grow spiritually, God shows 
us that there are many layers and dimensions to every decision. 

On one level, yes, it’s just a choice between doughnuts and a salad. 
On another level it’s a choice between doughnuts and being healthy. 
That’s a different perspective. On another level it’s a choice between 
doughnuts and being alive and healthy enough to walk my daughter 
down the aisle when she gets married . . . to be alive to see her life 
unfold . . . and meet the person she will spend her life with . . . and 
meet my grandchildren. . . . 

When we embrace God and his way of  life, he reveals many dimensions 
of  everyday life that we have never seen or thought about before. God 
is speaking to you through your deepest desires. Seek out your deepest 
desires for good things and have the courage to pursue them. 

The most common preface to any sentence in the Bible is “God said 
. . .” God said to Adam, Noah, Moses, and Abraham. God spoke to 
everyone. It isn’t that he has stopped speaking, but that humanity has 
stopped listening. God speaks to us in so many ways—through prayer, 
the Scriptures, the sacraments; through the life, teachings, and history 
of  the Church; through other people, events, and circumstances. 

You have been designed by God for a specific mission. This is what 
John Henry Newman wrote, “God has created me to do him some 
definite service. He has committed some work to me, which he has 
not committed to another. I have my mission.” God has assigned a 
mission to you. If  you don’t fulfill your mission it will go undone. The 
world is a mess because too many people have abandoned their God-
given mission. 

Find your mission. It will change your life in the most wonderful ways 
. . . forever!

 

JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
(1801–1890) was one of the 
central religious figures in 
England in the nineteenth 
century. A respected aca-
demic, he was originally 
a priest in the Church of 
England and a leader in 
the Oxford Movement. This 
was an influential group of 
Anglicans who wanted to 
return the Church of En-
gland to many Catholic be-
liefs and practices. In 1845 
Newman left the Church of 
England and was received in 
the Roman Catholic Church, 
where he was eventually 
appointed as cardinal by 
Pope Leo XIII. Unlike most 
saints, his feast day is not 
the day of his death, but 
rather the day of his conver-
sion to Catholicism, Sep-
tember 19. He is the patron 
saint of conversion. 

I BELIEVE IN ONE GOD, THE FATHER ALMIGHTY, MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, OF ALL THINGS VISIBLE  AND 

1.  WHO DO YOU KNOW WHO HAS FOUND AND FOLLOWED THEIR MISSION IN LIFE?

 

 

 

 
2.  HAVE YOU EVER ASKED GOD WHAT MISSION HE HAS FOR YOU?

 

 
 

3.  HOW DO YOU THINK WHAT YOU WANT FOR YOURSELF IS DIFFERENT  
FROM WHAT GOD WANTS FOR YOU?

5 MIN

EXERCISE

Who is your favorite convert? Talk a little 
about this person and why you admire 
him or her. 


