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INSPIRATION 
Provide a bold architectural statement that 

promotes a sense of place. 

Show an interactive and more 

creative approach to design. 

Blur the boundary between object and 
setting. 

APPLICATION 
Design healthcare facilities that are symbolic 
representations of the function they serve.  

Apply imagery that reflects the surrounding 
environment. 
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FORM VS FUNCTION
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Introducing symbolic themes allows for the 

exterior design of the building to directly 

connect to the function of the interior.

The overall design approach for the Knox 

Orthopaedic Surgery Rooms, which is 

located in Melbourne, Australia and designed by 

FMD Architects, was to emphasize the parallels 

between orthopedics and the architectural 

facade. The layered facade not only references 

tools used in surgery, but also eludes to 

prosthetics and the human frame. The layering 

effect also represents the interplay between 

the two dimensional and three dimensional 

qualities of the X-ray. The intricate facade 

allows for an increased access to natural 

light and ventilation, while providing a visual 

connection to the garden areas from the 

workspaces. 



SURROUNDINGS
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Introducing natural imagery within the interior 

of healthcare facilities can reduce stress and 

allow for a more calm, healing environment. 

Hirose Dental Clinic, designed by eleven nine 

interior design office, utilizes a double skin 

facade that displays wisps of clouds and sky. The 

exterior printed sheet is tempered glass, while 

the interior sheet is PVC. By locating colorful 

indirect lighting between films, magical 

changing perspectives occur  throughout the 

day and night when viewing the building from 

the front, while the image playfully reflects 

upon the interior tile floor.  This grand window 

faces the lobby, while the treatment rooms are 

in the back. The inside of the clinic is filled with 

an invigorating open space that is enhanced by 

the 4.5m high rooftop.  



MATERIALITY

INSPIRATION 
Combine historical and physical contexts 
with design concept. 

Convey rhythm and repetition in facade 
details. 

A renewed interest in Texture and senses.

Showcase colors to facilitate healing. 

APPLICATION 
Incorporate original materials into the 
interior of healthcare facilities.

Provide bold wall colors within interior. 
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STONE
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Healthcare designers are featuring original 

structural materials , such as brick and stone, 

into the façade and interiors. This allows 

for restoration of historic structures while 

incorporating modern technology. 

The Dental Clinic, designed by NAN 

Arquitectos and located in Western Spain, is 

only 50 meters square and set in a historic 

building. On the exterior, white metal gates are 

used to emulate old Galician houses, while on 

the inside, the architects juxtaposed original 

stone and back-lit stainless steel. The floor 

and the metallic walls not only facilitate the 

perception of a clean and calm space, but give 

the traditional materials a contemporary make 

over. IMAGE COURTESY OF NAN ARQUITECTOS; PHOTOGRAPHY © IVÁN CASAL NIETO

MATERIALITY



8

COLOR

IMAGES COURTESY OF ID INC.

Color is a fundamental element of healthcare 

design, with various colors making a difference 

in patient health, staff effectiveness, and 

healthcare facility efficiency.

Sumiyoshido acupuncture clinic, designed 

by Tokyo design office id inc, is both a herbal 

pharmacy and a treatment clinic, as well as a 

place for customers to learn about traditional 

oriental medicine. Tiers of mint green cabinets, 

with square drawers are stacked one on top of 

each other, stretching from the green painted 

ceiling to a pale wooden floor. The green color 

is derived from plants, which are used for herbal 

medicine. IN some open drawers, customers can 

explore the texture and aroma of herb samples 

kept in apothecary jars, while stacks of books on 

oriental medicine can be perused in others. MATERIALITY



MINIMALIST

INSPIRATION 
Strive for efficiency regarding space and 
material.

Reduce stress associated with hospitals.

Incorporate clean lines and fluidity. 

Achieve simplicity in design. 

APPLICATION 
Utilize a black and white color palette within 
healthcare interiors. 

Design faculties with a simple layout and 
monochromatic facade materials.
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BLACK AND WHITE

Monochromatic interiors in healthcare design 

allow for high contrast and serene spaces, while 

seemingly simple gestures like higher ceilings and 

access to natural light can create spaces that are 

relaxed and tranquil. 

This Dental Clinic in Porto, designed by 

Portugese architect Paulo Merlini, is located 

within a house-shaped white box, seemingly 

floating above a dark gray reception area. The 

interior of the box mimics the idea of being under 

a “traditional house” roof, giving the user a 

familiar sensation of comfort and helping them 

to calm down before the treatment.  Rows of 

round white lamps illuminate the reception and 

plant pots hang over a raised bed of gravel at 

the back of the entrance space, beyond which 

the brightly lit treatment rooms are located. 

The upper level is accessed via a floating white 

staircase alongside the mirrored side wall of the 

reception.  
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WOOD
Use of natural wood-like materials give facilities 

a residential feel and helps to reduce the 

coldness of healthcare facilities of the past. 

Timber Dentistry, designed by Kohki Hiranuma 

Architect & Associates, is located in a vacant 

corner plot  north of central Osaka. A complex 

arrangement of overlapping wooden joists 

make up the intricate roof, creating the twisted 

design that provides animated shadows on the 

facility below.  The exterior glazed wall with 

a curved edge reveals the surgery’s reception, 

which is lined with timber to resonate with the 

external surfaces. Tongue-and-groove jointed 

panels display the wood’s natural grain, while 

large windows and skylights help to create 

bright, naturally lit spaces. The natural light and 

simple palette creates a relaxed and comfortable 

environment.
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INSPIRATION 
Provide daylighting and passive heating 
and cooling.

Activate and shape sensory experience.

Investigate wayfinding techniques that 
boost productivity.

Promote visual connectivity to 
adjacent interior and exterior spaces. .

APPLICATION 
Design hospital layouts to provide views of 
the outdoors. 

Incorporate data regarding patient flow and 
staff efficiency into facility design.  
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PLAN LAYOUT
Many healthcare facilities are utilizing 

intelligent, patient-focused wayfinding systems, 

incorporating color and symbolism defining a 

visual relationship to the adjacent exterior. 

Hicks Orthodontics, designed by Barber 

McMurry architects,  is a comprehensive care 

practice located in Knoxville, Tennessee. The 

new building respects the warmth of the rural 

context while also providing a progressive 

floor plan layout. The designers carefully placed 

programmatic elements within the building to 

focus views toward the natural landscape, and 

noted patient and staff flow which drove the 

remainder of the design. A single eight foot wide 

patient corridor allows for the organization of 

sequential functions placed along the spine for 

optimized efficiency. 
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EXTERIOR VS INTERIOR

When designing a layout for a hospital, 

architects are sensitive to the needs of patients 

and staff, creating environments that act as a 

catalyst for the healing process.

The Woods Bagot-designed Nepean Mental 

Health Centre is a new insertion into an 

existing hospital campus, servicing high 

dependency, acute and Specialist Mental Health 

Services for the elderly. The Centre is an example 

of how mental health care is shifting towards 

creating regenerative, healing environments 

for recovery. The steel and glazed exterior 

relates to the adjacent hospital buildings, and 

is contrasted with the non-institutional feel 

of the internal spaces and exterior courtyards, 

where the focus is on healing by design and 

creating a sense of humanity and calm.14 IMAGES COURTESY OF WOODS BAGOT; PHOTOGRAPHY © TREVOR MEIN
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THANK YOU 
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CREDITS
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All photos and content used with Permission

Designers featured:

• eleven nine interior design

• FMD architects

• NAN Arquitectos

• ID inc.

• Paulo Merlini

• Kohki Hiranuma

• Barber McMurry architects

• Woods Bagot




