Black Kettle National Grasslands: Breakfast in Cheyenne, then visit the Washita
Battlefield National Historic Site (10-4). Visit the beautiful visitor center and
walk the 1 ½ mowed trail and experience the prairie as it looked over 100 years ago.
Spend some time at Croton Creek Wildlife Viewing Area (10-4A) and walk the
2 trail loops (total of ~ 1.6 miles). Skipout Lake (10-5) is a good place for a
restroom break and then walk the 1 ¾ mile trail around the Lake. Drive through the
town of Reydon to visit Metcalf Museum (10-6) and enjoy a picnic lunch at the
visitors center (Open March 1 – Nov. 30, Tues. – Sat.). Next stop, Spring Creek
Lake (10-7) and then on to Black Kettle Lake (10-3) and enjoy a short trail that
meanders through the prairie.
Washita River: Spend a day at the Washita River and the reservoir created by the
damming of this prairie river. At the Washita National Wildlife Refuge (10-1) be
sure to walk the 1/3 mile hard surface nature trail out to a boardwalk and
observation deck. Also take advantage of a ½ mile hiking trail and observation tower
at Owl Cove. At the Refuge headquarters be sure to check out the observation deck
and, of course, the prairie dog town. At Foss Lake State Park (10-2), known for
its excellent fishing and boating opportunities, there are numerous walking and
hiking trails to view wildlife. Don’t miss viewing the resident bison herd at the Park office.
Off the Beaten Trail: For travelers with high clearance vehicles, view the extensive
mixed-grass prairie, red shale hills and wooded ravines on the approx. 14 miles
Black Kettle Grassland Scenic Route (10-8). To begin, travel 1 ¼ miles north of
the intersection of Hwy 47 and Hwy 283 in Cheyenne and turn west onto E0950Rd.
Road will curve and go north and then curve west onto E0940 Rd. Travel ½ mile,
turn north onto N1830 Rd and then turn west onto E0938 Rd. Follow E0938 around
to N1810 Rd. and turn north. Follow this route as it meanders west and north until it
intersects with Hwy 33.
Birding Route #1: The Black Kettle National Grassland one-day outing route is
highly recommended.
Birding Route #2: It is recommend to take the Washita River one-day outing route
and add a stop at Clinton Lake (10-9) and then a stop at Lake Elk City (10-10)
where you can take a short walk into wooded areas alongside the creek to look for
birds. A stop at Sayre City Park (10-11) will afford the birder a refreshing break
and a chance to look over the fish ponds for wintering waterfowl or wading birds
in summer.

