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Ann Hupp and The Miller
Block House Rifle
Easter Sunday, 1782
• By John Kolar, KRA •
Prologue

T

he rifle shown in the photographs was
manufactured in Lancaster Pennsylvania by
gunsmith Joel Ferree in the late 1770’s. It was
on loan by the Paul Ware Family to PHMC’s,
Lancaster Long Rifle Exhibit which ended in June.

gunsmiths who manufactured them that we could not
include in the book because of space limitations.

While researching information for the book about the
exhibit, Pat Hornberger and I found several interesting
stories relating to certain firearms in the exhibit or the

Unlike much of the folklore relating to the use of the long
rifle, this incident was well documented in the 19th century.
In 1947 the PHMC erected a marker on US 40 near West

The story of Ann Hupp and The Miller Block House rifle is
one that I felt should be told.
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Alexander in Washington County approximately 3 miles south of the site to commemorate
the event.
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The winter of 1781-1782 had been very mild. In fact the months of January and February
were the warmest people could remember. Usually during the winter months, raids by the
Indians; Shawnees, Delaware’s, and others against the Ohio Valley Settlements ceased entirely.
But this winter, spurred on by their English Allies and the mild weather, Native Americans
were attacking up and down all along the Ohio in Western Pennsylvania and the pan handle
of Virginia (now West Virginia).
Prior to 1784 and the settlement of their dispute, both Virginia and Pennsylvania had
claimed parts of Western Pennsylvania including what is now Washington County.
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In 1774 Jacob Miller Sr. and his wife Mary, Swiss
Immigrants, obtained a Virginia Grant for 400 acres of
land along the Dutch Fork of Buffalo Creek, in what is
now Donegal Township, Washington County. Some time
around or before 1780, Miller built a block house on a
peninsula of land formed by the creek on one side and a
long defile in the land, later called, “Millers Run”. This
isthmus of land washed by the creek, had a bold and
precipitous bluff.
We know from historical documents that the Huppe’s
left their homeland of Holland and were settled in the
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia before 1750. When they
came to the new world, they shortened their name to Hupp.

John Hupp was born in 1747 and raised on the family
homestead in the Valley. In 1777 he and his wife Ann
Rowe Hupp and his brothers, left the Shenandoah Valley
and settled in western Washington County. They had
obtained grants from Virginia for two tracts of land along
the west bank of Buffalo Creek. They and the Millers were
neighbors.
Early “Settlers Forts and Block Houses” were a refuge against
Indian attacks and were designed to be readily defended.
In time of siege or expected attack they could become the
temporary residence of local families. They were constructed
of heavy timber usually close to a spring or other water
source. Often, other buildings such as cabins and stockades

“In 1774 Jacob Miller Sr. and his wife
Mary, Swiss Immigrants, obtained a
Virginia Grant for 400 acres of land
along the Dutch Fork of Buffalo Creek.”
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were part of the structure. The upper
stories were eighteen to twenty-four
inches larger all the way around than
the first story to prevent an enemy from
scaling the walls. All the exterior walls
had loop-holes or ports through which
rifles could be used to fire at the enemy.
Finally the entire perimeter was cleared
for some distance of trees and stumps or
other obstacles behind which an enemy
could hide. Today we would question
the defensive ability of such a structure,
but because the Native Americans lacked
artillery, they were quite formidable.
The brutal massacre of the Christian
Indians at Gnadenhutten by the
Washington County Militia under
Colonel David Williamson on March
8th and 9th of 1782 set the entire
frontier ablaze. Towards the end
of March many of the settlers of
Washington County were bracing for
attack by the Indians. On March 27th,
Mrs. Walker who had a cabin on Buffalo
Creek was taken prisoner but managed
to escape from her captors. A few days
later the Boice family consisting of 8
people were captured by a war party of
Miami’s and marched to the west.
Concerned about a possible Indian
attack, the Miller, Hupp and Gaither
families, as well as an older man, Mathias
Ault, spent the night of March 30th in
the Miller

Block House. Jacob
Miller Jr., Phillip Hupp and
Jacob Rowe had gone to Rice’s Fort
about two miles further west on Buffalo
Creek. Rice’s Fort being larger, more settlers had
taken refuge there and an attack was expected at any time.
A war party of 20 Shawnee’s had arrived during the night
and sequestered themselves in the woods surrounding the
Miller Block House and along the paths leading to it. If they
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could not capture the Block House and its defenders, they
hope to ambush any rescue party.
Easter Sunday March 31st dawned bright and clear.
Everything seemed normal so Jacob Miller Sr. and John
Hupp, set out to look for Millers Stray colt. Miller and
Hupp thought they would only have to go a short distance
and John took his rifle, Miller in anticipation of finding the
colt did not. Ann Hupp had a premonition the night before

“Even though there were only
several women and children and
one old man, they had rifles,
powder and ball.”

that something terrible would happen to her husband. She
tried to convey her foreboding to him but he wouldn’t listen
and set out with his friend Miller to find the stray. The
two men followed a trail running north east from the Block
House. They were well into the woods when Hupp was shot
by an Indian hiding in ambush and mortally wounded. He
managed to run some sixty or seventy yards before he fell.
Miller, being much older, was rushed upon by the Indians
and tomahawked on the spot. Both men were scalped and

their clothing pilfered.
Hearing the gun fire, Ann Hupp knew that her worst fears
had come true. She had to protect her four children, Mary
Miller, Miller’s eleven year old son Frederick, the family
of Edgar Gaither and Mathias Ault. Ann Hupp rallied to
the situation. Even though there were only several women
and children and one old man, they had rifles, powder and
ball. Heroically, she encouraged the other women and Ault
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that they could survive. She picked up a rifle and fired at
an approaching Indian, then went to other ports showing
the rifle to create the illusion that the Block House was well
defended. The others followed suite and continued to do so.
At the same time she asked eleven year old Frederick Miller
“to make for Rice’s Fort to bring help”. Frederick tried his
best but had only gone two hundred yards when the Indians
were upon him. Two braves were in hot pursuit, but he was
able to out run them and leap a fence before they fired at
him. Although wounded in the forearm he made it back
into the Block House.
The gunfire had been heard at Rice’s Fort, and Jacob
Rowe, Jacob Miller Jr. and Phillip Hupp “came on a run”.
The besieged women seeing the men coming from Rice’s
Fort screamed at the top of their lungs trying to divert
them to the safest way past the Indians and into the Block
House. Surprised and confused by the screaming and
what it meant the Indians let down their guard and the
three men bounded into the Block House unharmed. The
Indians kept up the siege through out the day, but the
withering fire now coming from the Block House made
this attack too costly. The Native Americans disappeared
after night fall.

At about the same time, I had a call from Jeanmarie Andres,
the Editor of EARLY AMERICAN LIFE magazine. She
had run a story about the Lancaster Long Rifle Exhibit in
the October issue. The article had photographs and a brief
account of the Miller Block House Rifle.
Jeanmarie had received an inquiry from a descendant of
Jacob Miller who lived in Virginia and asked that I contact
her to give more information about the rifle and the
story. I was able to do that as well as introduce her to the
descendants of Ann Hupp...Sometimes the love of history
has “special rewards”. n
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In December of 2012, I made a pictorial presentation of
the Lancaster Long Rifle Exhibit to a group from a local
Ohio Historical Society. In that presentation, I gave a short
account of the Miller Block House Rifle. Afterwards, as I
was getting ready to leave a very large “bear of a man” came
up to me and gave me a “big hug”. He said he was a direct
descendant of Ann Hupp and some of his children were
there and they were grateful to hear there story of their great,
great, great, great grandmother’s heroism.
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A Revolutionary War
Kentucky Rifle,

a Kentucky musket,
or a Kentucky fowler?
or all three?
• By Alan E. Para, KRA •

I

was very fortunate to find this rifle on the internet one night as I was surfing the net. It was on a blog of a lady who
was a doll collector. I have no idea how I found it but I am glad I did. On her blog she described a gun her husband
had found in a New England flea market many years ago. She stated that he paid $30 for it. She also had posted some
pictures of it and that really caught my attention. She called it “The Bunker Hill gun”. What appeared on her site
was a gun that looked like a rifle built gun with a sliding wooden patchbox cover. Her husband was told that the gun came
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Rear ramrod pipe

Lock area

Left side profile

from a barn in Maine. She related that after her husband
had gotten the gun home, he removed the patchbox lid,
and there was writing in the inside! It said, “Made by
Ebne’r Wentorth (unintelligible word) Picked up Bunker
Hill by Capt. Gideon Elders.” WOW! I just had to see
that gun. Both men
mentioned on the
lid were colonists
who participated in the Siege of Boston. So I emailed her
and asked if the gun was possibly for sale. She politely
told me that it wasn’t and thanked me for my interest. I
then emailed her for two or three months and the answer
was always the same. I let about six months go by and
sent one more email. Surprisingly, she said the gun was
now available. Since she lived about 9 hours from me, I
immediately drove to her house as soon as I could. I met
a charming lady who ended up selling the gun to me.
She wanted it to go to someone who could appreciate its
history and who would get it properly restored.

what the gun originally might have looked like. It appeared
that it started out life as a rifle. It had an octagonal barrel
41.5 inches long that was bored out to .75 caliber smooth
with front and rear sights. The barrel was 1.25 inches at the
breech that tapered and flared to 1.0 inches at the muzzle.
The wood
was curly
maple.
It once had a cheekpiece but that had been shaved off.
The butt was 2 1/16 inches wide. It had a classic rifle
triggerguard, sideplate, ramrod pipes, patchbox, and butt
stock configuration with a lower butt stock molding.

She called it “The Bunker Hill gun”.

What I got from her was a rifle built gun that had a sliding
wooden patchbox cover. It had been converted to percussion
and the forestock was shortened to just ahead of the rear
ramrod pipe. The lock and sideplate were missing. But it
still had all the architectural elements needed to understand
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The wooden patchbox cover was original to the gun. The lid
also had a unique closure mechanism that consisted of a wire
that was inlet along the bottom edge of the lid to provide
sufficient friction to keep the lid in place. Fortunately, it
has worked to perfection all these years. The patchbox lid
is what makes this rifle historically important. I studied the
gun for several days and came to the following conclusion. It
had originally been made as a very early rifle.
The shape of the sideplate mortise and the butt
stock architecture suggests the Berks County area of
Pennsylvania. The buttplate configuration is very similar

Patchbox cavity

Wooden patchbox lid

to rifle No. 109 in RCA and the patchbox profile is similar
to rifle No. 85 in RCA. Steve Hench has seen the rifle and
suggests a date of 1760. He also feels that the rifle is a
frontier built gun based on some of the design details that
might have been out of place in the vicinity of a traditional
gun making school. The rifle was heavily built, with a very
heavily built fore end, had a massive barrel, and probably
had a large bore at one time. The ramrod pipes measured
out at 40 caliber in diameter, suggesting a large rifled bore.
It has a lot of characteristics of an American transition rifle
of the mid 18th century.
When I studied the gun I noted that the bore was bored
out to .75 caliber, the rear sight had been removed and
the dovetail filled in with
brass, the cheek piece had
been cut off, sling swivels had
been added, and it appeared
that there was the remains of
a fitting under the muzzle,
possibly for a bayonet. It
dawned on me that the rifle had been converted into a
musket. I don’t know when that was done but the .75
caliber bore and sling swivels suggest that it might have
been done during the Revolution. The cheek piece was

cut off and the area was dished out, similar to some of the
French muskets of the period. I have also seen this feature
on American made muskets. It still shouldered and pointed
very well, attesting to the builder’s skill.
Of course, probably sometime after the war, it was then
further converted to a fowler by cutting the stock to a half
stock with a typical New England metal rib running under
the barrel. It had also been converted to percussion, finalizing
its transformation. Luckily, the metal rib was a three sided
hollow rib that preserved the location of the barrel tenens
and forward sling swivel location, and bayonet placement,
allowing for an accurate restoration.
I chose to restore it to its musket configuration. Replacing the

It could have belonged to one of the members
of the Pennsylvania Rifle companies that
arrived in Boston in the summer of 1775.
long gone cheekpiece would have been problematic at best.
I had a lock and sideplate made to fit the mortises and no
original wood was disturbed. I had the forestock replaced and
this also did not affect the gun as I had originally found it.
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My hypothesis is that the rifle made its way to Boston
during the siege. It could have belonged to one of the
members of the Pennsylvania Rifle companies that arrived
in Boston in the summer of 1775. Even though Bunker
Hill is mentioned on the patch box lid, I do not think
it was at the battle. Perhaps it was found on Bunker
Hill after the colonists retook the hill after the battle.
It could have been found, it could have been stolen, or
lost, or bet away in a card game. One way or another
it came into the possession of Ebeneezer Wentworth.
He was from Buxton, Maine, or settled there after the
war, where the gun was found. He took it home and

that is where the gun was eventually found. The writing
on the lid, perhaps, reflects the oral family history that
developed around the gun. Since Wentworth was from
Maine, I do not believe he actually made the gun. He
was listed as a blacksmith, so he certainly could have
been instrumental in converting the rifle into a musket,
or, further converting it into a half stock fowler. But I
do think the inscription does indicate that the gun was
acquired by him in Boston during the siege. If true, then
it is a very unique rifle. I know of no other Kentucky rifle
that can be associated with a specific battle or campaign
in the Revolutionary War. It is a good study for someone

Lancaster Long Rifle Exhibit and Book Leads to Award

T

he Landis Valley Village and Museum in Lancaster, Pennsylvania has received a Leadership in History Award of Merit
for the it’s 2012 Exhibit, the Lancaster Long Rifle from the American Association of State and Local History (AASLH) .
The book, The Lancaster Long Rifle published by Eastwind Publishing was written by KRA members Patrick
Hornberger and John Kolar and accompanied the museum’s exhibit, and was a contributing factor in the decision
to bestow the AASLH Award to the Pennsylvania State Museum at Landis Valley. Both Patrick Hornberger and
John Kolar also served as Guest Curators of the Exhibit.

The AASLH bestows Leadership in History Awards to establish standards of excellence in the interpretation, preservation and
collection of local and state history. It’s a non-profit professional organization that works to preserve and promote history in America.
Seventy seven recipients from thirty two states received the award. It’s the highest honor given by the AASLH. n
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wanting to recreate a rifle of that period.
I find it most interesting that it started out life as a rifle, then
was made into a musket, and finally was made into a fowler/
shotgun, perhaps having a working life of almost 100 years.
As a rifle, it was heavy built with a large bore and is the type
of rifle that one could imagine shooting a bear, protecting
a family from marauding Indians or even killing a Redcoat
or two. It doesn’t have the fancy attributes of the golden age
Kentucky rifles but this one was actually made to be used on
the frontier, or on the battlefield. n
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Interesting Accoutrements

E

arly 18th Century salt horn from the collection of
Rich Hujsa. Scrimmed design of an unknown
heradic shield/coat of arms - possibly of Scottish
origin. It’s 7 1/4 inches long, 3 1/4 inches diameter
on wide cork plug and 2 3/4 inches diameter on
smaller cork plug. It was found in Pennsylvania a
number of years ago. n
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