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How to Cultivate a Healthy Church
By Pastor Bud Parrish, February 2014

Health is the ultimate factor of growth. An unhealthy church will not grow and an aging church is often not as
healthy as it was. All through the Scripture as a church got older, they began to depend more on their strength
than the power of the Holy Spirit.
Consider the Church at Ephesus. It had great pastors, leaders and did things in a great way but they left their
first love. They did not realize they had become so self-reliant that they forgot the Lord had an abundance of
Grace to deliver them through any area of life.
We must learn or remember that the Church is not just an organization but a living organism. Every church
and Christian needs an examination to determine their level of health. We should ask at least two questions:
“What is our business and how is business?”

Three areas for every believer to examine
Worship
A Christian will never be strong and healthy by having one meal a week! Christians should start each day in
worship and praise of our Heavenly Father. He alone is worthy and He is able to renew our spiritual strength
daily to live in a messed up world. What would our Sunday morning celebration at Parkway be like if everyone in attendance had already spent their week in Thanksgiving and Praise?
Discipleship
Everyone who looks up on a regular basis will begin to grow up in Christ. We will learn to pray, study, fellowship and love one another like the Body of Christ. Are you in a process of making disciples at Parkway?
Are you even growing in Christ?
Evangelism
Every healthy organism will reproduce. As a healthy congregation we are not just “keepers of an aquarium”
but we are to be “fishers of men.” It is time to pray for our unbelieving and unchurched neighbors, associates,
friends and family members. Are they seeing Christ in us?
How healthy are we as a church?
How healthy are you as a Christian?
Are we ready to grow in 2019?
2 Peter 3:18

Susan’s Scribbles
When my daughter, Margaret was in middle school she told me on several occasions that I was ruining her
life. I was aware that there were ways that as her mother I could in fact ruin her life but not allowing her to
attend a social function that she was then too immature to handle was not one of them. In her mind this
decision on my part was a big deal. In the moment it seemed very important to her, but I knew that for her
long term growth and development, this social event was not very significant.
As we all know, our church is in a time of transition. As Rev. Lynn Sasser told us recently, it’s not the
change that gets you, it is the transition. During this time of transition there will be many challenges we will
have to face and many problems we will have to solve. It is a time of uncertainty, fear and anxiety. No one
knows exactly how things are going to turn out. Sometimes in our fear and anxiety we fail to accurately
understand the importance of a particular challenge or problem. In a time of uncertainty, it is easy to think
that something is more significant than it really is.
When we face challenges and problems as a congregation, we need to take a step back and think about how
this needs to be handled in the body of Christ. After all, that is what our church is. If we think of our church
in terms of a human body it is easy to understand that an earache, while painful is not the same threat to the
body as a heart attack. We have to carefully evaluate our issues and not overreact every time we face a
problem. Satan would like nothing better than for us to stay distracted by the small issues that are always
present in an organization. These small things are real problems and need to be solved, but they don’t require
the amount of emotional energy that we sometimes give to them. If Satan can keep us distracted by small
things, he doesn’t have to worry about us doing anything important for God.
Our primary focus needs to be how we can best represent Christ to our community. One of our primary tasks
needs to be sharing the gospel with the people we encounter every day. Our church’s mission is to be the
body of Christ at 1411 Benjamin Parkway in Greensboro, North Carolina. We need to put the bulk of our
emotional energy into the things that really matter for the Kingdom of God. Sometimes the things that we
feel like are ruining our church aren’t really of much consequence in God’s economy. What is of
consequence is how we treat each other on the journey and how we keep ourselves focused on the things that
really matter.

Just a note of Thanks
from the Backpack Ministry

We currently have seven children receiving food each week. Thanks so much for
support from individuals and Sunday School Classes. As contributions continue, please donate by putting
donation in an envelope marked Backpack Ministry. Drop these by the Church Office or place in offering
plate. The church app. is another options for donating.
Thanks again for meeting needs by showing His Love through your hands and hearts.
Always, Kathy Roberson

THE CHURCH ON MISSION: KNOWING AND DOING MISSIONS

Share the Change Campaign
January 20 – March 3, 2019
Baby bottles were distributed on January 20, Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. We ask that you fill the bottles
with change, preferably silver, and return the bottle to the church by March 3. The money collected will go to
Greensboro Pregnancy Care Center, an agency that defends the unborn and ministers to pregnant women in
our city. If you did not receive a bottle, that’s OK! Pick one up at the missions table on the first floor at the top
of the stairs. Cash and checks are very welcome also! Please make checks out directly to Greensboro Pregnancy
Care Center and write “Parkway Share the Change” on the memo line. Please note: It would be a great help if
you would include a slip of paper with the total amount on it in your baby bottle before you return it. Thank you!
Prayer & Ministry Group
The February meeting of the Prayer & Ministry Group will be at 10:45 am on February 28, 2019 in the
Conference Room. Ladies, please bring $1.00 for our long-term mission project and 2 cans of tomatoes & a
can of chili, Brunswick stew or beef stew for Urban Ministries . Our guest speaker will be from the
Pregnancy Care Center. We will present a stocked diaper bag to be given to a needy new mother being served by
GPCC. clients. Lunch after the meeting will be provided by Becki’s group.
Focus on WMU
WMU Emphasis & Heck-Jones Offering for North Carolina WMU
“Unshakable Pursuit” is the theme of the 2019 Heck-Jones Offering which supports WMU-NC’s missions and
ministries – missions and ministries reflective of that which God called us to over 130 years ago – being
followers intent on taking the message to the uttermost ends of the earth, surrendering, sacrificing and serving.
WMU-NC challenges, prepares and equips others for the fulfillment of this task, called the Great Commission,
by providing opportunities for missions engagement in our churches, associations and our communities.
If you believe in the aims of WMU and appreciate the missions education they have provided for children and
adults since 1886, I hope you will support NC WMU by giving generously to this offering. The Ingathering
will be on February 24. Our church goal is $1,000.

Do We Have Your Current Address? Do you have a new address, phone number, or email address?
Let us know...help us to be sure that you don't miss out on information from your church! Contact Libby in
the office at 288-2710 or email to info@parkwaygso.org.

[God] saved us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his

mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. - Titus 3:5 (NRSV)

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY
WORSHIP SERVICE 11:00AM

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
USHERS

3rd

10th

(Babies & Toddlers)
Donna Burton
Georgia Gaines
(Two’s, Three’s, & Four’s)
Sarah Caldwell
(Babies & Toddlers)
Darlene Daniel
(Two’s, Three’s, & Four’s)
John Small

17th (Babies & Toddlers)
Barbara Seay
(Two’s, Three’s, & Four’s)
Shana Leggett
24th (Babies & Toddlers)
Dare Tinnin
Susie Doss
(Two’s, Three’s, & Four’s)
Johannah Welch
Gina Johnson

3rd

Team 1
Jimmy Davis
Diana Davis
Ed Moody
Jim Chandler
Team 2

10th

Susie Doss
Bobby Doss
Ed Hubbart
Chad Burton

17th

Team 3
Bobby Daniel
Darlene Daniel
Ron Gordon
Paul Curry

24th

Team 4
Craig Navey
Barbara Seay

Office Door
Dare Tinnin
Fellowship Door
Sarah Caldwell
Doorkeeper
Ed Hubbart

Deacons
3rd
10th
17th
24th

Georgia Gaines
Nicki Dodd
John Small
Georgia Gaines
Norris Davis
Ed Hubbart
Sarah Caldwell
John Small

Alton Roberson
Kathy Roberson
Just A Friendly Reminder
With flu and cold season here
just a few reminders about
bringing Children of all ages to
Church. Please do not bring
your child to Church if they are
experiencing any of the
following health issues; Fever;
Runny Nose (with thick and/or
colored discharge);
Questionable and Contagious
Rashes; Tummy Troubles
(vomiting and/or diarrhea); Any
Active or Contagious Disease
(chicken pox, mumps,
measles, etc); Pink Eye or
Other Eye infections; your child
should be symptom free for 24
hours before returning to
Church. If your child is taking
antibiotics, they should be
treated for 24 hours with the
course of the medication. We
want to keep all our children,
teachers, and all others well.

2/01
2/01
2/02
2/03
2/03
2/04
2/08
2/09
2/09
2/12
2/16
2/17
2/18
2/18
2/19
2/21
2/22
2/22
2/23
2/26
2/26
2/26

Ann Yarboro
Becki Kellam
Joyce McFetters
Carolyn Evans
Jackson Kanoy
Amber Bolling
Heather Scott
Katee Kanoy
Dot Watts
Mike Swanger
Tyrnan Carter
Charles Greer
Libby Boggs
Brock Hailey
Betsy Huffine
Diana Davis
Ron Gordon
Ginger Crews
Kirby Roberson
Harriet Kanoy
Barbara Moody
Mary Anne Seay

Please notify the Church
Office if we have omitted your
name or have your birthday listed
Incorrectly.

1411 Benjamin Parkway
Greensboro
North Carolina
27408-4518
Phone

336-288-2710

Email

info@parkwaygso.org

Return Service Requested
Website

www.parkwaygso.org

Our Church Staff
Libby Boggs
Administrative Secretary
info@parkwaygso.org
Office Ext. 201
Amber Bolling
Financial Secretary
Chip Holden
Director of Music and Worship
Ministries
chipholden@parkwaygso.org
Office Ext. 202
Susan Small
Director of Discipleship and
Church Ministries
susansmall@parkwaygso.org
Office Ext. 209

Come Join Us!

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
every Wednesday morning at
11:00am in the church conference
room, facilitated by Sharon Smith

