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At the October business meeting the church voted to adopt a new committee structure. It will go into effect
in January. This plan approaches the work of committees in a less structured way and is based on the
members of the congregation using their gifts and interests to further the work of the church. Our work
groups will now be called teams instead of committees and the Enlistment team is already working to
recruit people to implement this new approach. Members of the Administrative team, the Greeters team,
the Ordinance team and the Publicity team will be recruited directly by the Enlistment team. The other
teams will be made up of a team leader recruited by the Enlistment team and volunteers.
Practically speaking, this is how the new plan will be put into place. Beginning in December the members
of the congregation will have the opportunity to sign up to be part of 5 teams that will be manned by a team
leader and volunteers. These teams are Bereavement, Hospitality, House and Grounds, Mission Property
and Sound and Technology. When you volunteer for one of these teams the commitment is for a year but
you can remain as long as you would like. There are no term limits. If you are so inclined, you may
volunteer for more than one team. You may volunteer to help with all aspects of the team’s work or you
may volunteer for a specific task that is part of the team’s work, such as changing light bulbs for the House
and Grounds team or cleaning up after Hospitality events. It is the expectation that all members who are
able will choose to serve on one of our teams. There is work for all of us.
Let’s look at each of these teams individually to better understand their work in our church.
Bereavement: This team will minister to those in our congregation who experience the death of a loved
one. The ministry of this team involves providing food for the family, sending cards and generally being of
assistance to the bereaved. Participation in this team’s work will require some flexibility since deaths are
unpredictable and the work has to be done quickly. This work is important because the Bible tells us to
bear each other’s burdens and to weep with those who weep. It is clear we need to be responsive to those in
our congregation who experience bereavement.
Hospitality: This team is responsible for our social events here at Parkway. Their responsibilities range
from buying supplies and groceries to cooking food and cleaning up after an event. There is a need for a
variety of volunteers on this team. We need people who are able to set up and take down tables. We need
people who are skilled at cooking and decorating. We also need people who are good at planning and
organizing the work. This work is important because fellowship is one of the things that bring members of
a congregation together. The early church shared meals together and Jesus shared a meal with His disciples
right before His arrest.
House and Grounds: This team is charged with the care and maintenance of the church building and
grounds. If you are a fixer this is the team for you. If you have a particular skill or would be willing to be
responsible for a particular area, you could volunteer for that. For example, a gardener could volunteer to
maintain the prayer garden. Someone who enjoys painting could volunteer for painting projects. Evaluate
your skill set and see how it can be used for God’s kingdom. This work is important because we need to be
good stewards of the resources that God has given to Parkway.

Mission Property: This team is responsible for our mission house. They schedule the stays of missionaries in
our house and make sure that the house is maintained. They also make sure the house is clean and comfortable
for our missionary guests. The work of this team will be intermittent depending on whether or not we are hosting
a missionary family. This work is important because it gives our congregation an opportunity to support our
missionaries in a tangible way.
Sound and Technology: This team provides sound and technology support for our worship services. The work
involves a number of tasks that are necessary to make our worship services run smoothly. If you have never
done something like this before, training will be available for you. This work is important because the behind the
scenes work of these dedicated people help all of us to worship more easily.
There will be opportunities to volunteer for these teams in the bulletin during the month of December. You can
also volunteer by calling the church office and telling Libby about your wish to volunteer. Think about the ways
God has gifted you and pray about how He would have you use those gifts for the Kingdom. You are welcome
to get a group of friends to volunteer so you can have the fun of working together. Youth are encouraged to
volunteer as well. It will take all of us to do the work that God has planned for Parkway. See how God has
equipped you and sign up to do your part.

December Sunday Worship Services
We have a wonderful line up of guest speakers for the Sunday worship services in December plus a great musical
program on December 16th. We welcome all to come join us as we prepare for and celebrate the Advent season:
Dec. 2: Rev. Michael Barrett will lead us in worship. He was elected the new Associational Missions Strategist
for the Piedmont Baptist Association last month after retiring as the senior pastor of Pleasant Garden Baptist
Church. In his new role, he is working to lead churches across Guilford County in fulfilling their mission.
Dec. 9: Rev. Lynn Sasser will be returning to Parkway to preach; it has been several years since he has filled the
pulpit at Parkway. He is the Executive Leader of Evangelism and Discipleship for the Baptist State Convention.
During 2018, he has been meeting with the deacons and church council to lead a discussion of the future of Parkway.
Dec. 16: Parkway’s morning worship service will be a celebration of Christmas through music. The Silver Bells
will be playing and the adult choir will present the Christmas cantata entitled “Breath of Heaven.” The annual
Christmas banquet will be held immediately following the service to cap an exciting day.
Dec. 23: Marshall Pierce will be speaking that Sunday as part of Parkway’s Lottie Moon emphasis. He and his
wife Shana are residing in Parkway’s mission house through December 28th.
Dec. 30: Rev. Brian Davis will preach the last Sunday of the year. He serves as the Associate Director-Treasurer
at the Baptist State Convention.

A Report From Your Leadership Team
Since January of this year the Leadership Team (Deacons and Church Council) have met several times with
Lynn Sasser from the State Convention to educate us on what's happening that is causing church memberships
to decline and what the options are for Parkway as one of these churches. We did find it interesting that approximately 85% of NC churches are in the same position we are.
On Sunday, November 18th we met with Sandy Marks, Senior Consultant for Church Health and Revitalization for the State Convention. We learned about the various methods of revitalization: internal revitalization,
mergers, acquisitions and partnerships.
In January, the Leadership Team will meet again to discuss what we have learned in these three meetings. We
want you to know and understand:
• these are internal discussions;
• we have not discussed merger with any other church;
• any future decision will be made with a vote of the congregation, which would be preceded by informational sessions for the congregation.
If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to talk with any member of the Leadership Team.
Nicki Dodd
Deacon Chair

Thank you Parkway Family for all the prayers during my recent
surgery. I especially want to thank the Faith Sunday School class
for the food and cards you guys are just great.
In Christ Love,
Janie Holden

From the Finance Committee: As usual, we are taking a Christmas love
offering for our church staff. Please make checks payable to Parkway
Baptist Church & specify "Staff love offering" on the memo line, or "Staff
love offering" on the envelope. We can accept gifts thru Dec 31st.
Thank you for your generosity.

THE CHURCH ON MISSION: KNOWING AND DOING MISSIONS

Week of Prayer for International Missions and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
Sunday, December 2 - Sunday, December 9, 2018
Theme: “Every church. Every nation”
Last year, as in years past, Parkway gave generously to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. The International
Mission Board wrote to express their gratitude for our partnership in the Gospel. We are asking that you give in
that same spirit this Christmas. Our goal is $5,000. If each person prays and gives sacrificially, we can help to
change the world for Christ! Let’s give over and above our goal again this year!
Lottie Moon Post Office
Don’t forget to bring your cards for fellow church members to the table in the vestibule for our WMU postal
workers to sort. Please give 50 cents per card to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for each card you bring
to the Lottie Moon Post Office. Make checks out to Parkway Baptist Church and write “LMCO” or “Lottie
Moon” on the memo line. Place all offerings in the offering plate – do not leave them with your cards! Be sure to
send cards to out-of-town members or to shut-ins by regular mail – we cannot deliver these cards for you!
Church members, be sure to check your mail slot after each service. The Lottie Moon Post Office will be in
operation from Sunday, December 2 until Sunday, December 16. Mail early! Also, if you are willing to
help work at the Lottie Moon Post Office, please sign up on the sheet on the Missions Bulletin Board.
Prayer & Ministry Group
The Prayer & Ministry group will have a combined meeting and Christmas luncheon on Thursday, December
6, at 10:45 am. We will be putting together the Christmas Bags for the women inmates at Guilford County
Jail. Ladies, please bring $1.00 for Mercy & Grace Ministries and one 3-pk of Palmolive soap & 3 Secret
antiperspirants from Dollar Tree for the Christmas bags for the women at Guilford County Jail .
We invite all women to join us for this special meeting in the Conference Room and for lunch in the Fellowship
Hall, hosted by Felicity’s team.
Christmas Bags for Women Inmates at Guilford County Jail
Each Christmas the Prayer & Ministry group provides Christmas bags for Brian Burke, Chaplain at the Guilford
County Jail, to distribute to the women inmates. Every year Sunday School classes and compassionate
individuals of Parkway give money so that we are able to provide all the items needed: soap, lotion, deodorant,
toothpaste, socks, stamped envelopes and writing paper. We also include a witnessing tract. We couldn’t provide
these gifts without the support of our church family! One person can’t make a huge impact, but together we can
minister, in Jesus’ Name, to the downtrodden and often forgotten people of society. Yes, these people have
made poor choices and are paying for it, but these are among the people that Jesus identified when He spoke
about doing for them was the same as doing it for Him! Thank you so much, everyone who gave. You are a
blessing!
Felicity

Susan’s Scribbles

As we enter this transition time without a pastor, I think it is a good time to review how the body of Christ
works. Paul used the word body to describe how the church of Christ was to function. In his passage in I
Corinthians 12 Paul talks about spiritual gifts and how they are given to all believers so that these gifts may
be used for the whole body of Christ. None of us are at Parkway without a purpose. God put us here because
He has given us the gifts that this church needs to function effectively. Of course, the key to the effective
functioning of the church is that all the members use their gifts. The statement that twenty percent of the
people do eighty percent of the work in a church is not Biblical.
If we think about the church as being the body of Christ, it is not hard for us to understand that every part of
the body has to function well for the body to be healthy. When we think about our own individual bodies, we
know that we don’t function at peak efficiency if one of our parts is not working properly. It doesn’t even
have to be one of the vital organs like our heart for our bodies to not function at its best. Have you ever
stumped your toe?
Jesus told a parable about the need for us to use the gifts God has given us. A master gave some servants
some talents and went on a trip. When he returned, he called his servants in to give an account of the talents.
The servant who had buried his talent and done nothing with it was punished. According to Jesus, just
hanging out in the body of Christ is not acceptable. He expects us to use the gifts he has given us for the
Kingdom. It doesn’t matter what you gift is, there is a need for it in the body of Christ and the body is
incomplete without your contribution.
When we fail to use our gifts, we miss the blessings that God has in store for us as we make a difference in
His church and His kingdom. We miss the fellowship of working together toward a common goal. We miss
the development of relationships that take place as we work together on a project. We miss learning from
other Christians as we share the journey with them. This is a wonderful time to get serious about using your
gifts and talents for the Kingdom. Together we can accomplish much more than a few can do alone. It will
take all of us working together for Parkway to meet her full potential.

Dear Beloved Parkway Family,
I just want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for the generous farewell love offering that
you gave to my family and I on my last Sunday with you. I will forever treasure your love for me,
the friendships gained, lasting memories, encouragement, prayers, cards, financial support that you have given
my family and I over the last four years. I especially will remember the many tears that were shed between the
two of us during the farewell service and especially the songs the youth sang and having them come to the altar
and huddle around me for a closing prayer in immense tears. It was the most powerful service I had ever been a
part of and was something straight out of Acts 20.
I truly have been blessed for the opportunity to serve as your pastor and for all the spiritual growth it afforded
me in grooming me to become an even better leader in my next endeavor. I continue to pray for the body of
believers at Parkway daily. I will never forget you.
Blessings,
Kevin VaLeu

Parkway Church
Recipe Corner

Church Wide Christmas Banquet

December 24th, 6:00pm

We are having a Christmas banquet this year on
December 16th immediately following the
morning worship service. Come enjoy a
delicious meal, lovingly prepared by the
Hospitality Committee! There will be no charge
for the meal, but you must sign up on the sheet
on the bulletin board or call the church office.
Deadline for sign up is December 12th

24.

6:00pm Christmas Eve
Service
Church Offices Closed
for holiday

31.

New Year’s Eve

23.

12-1:30pm Reception
for Liz Kimbro

30.

LMCO Ingathering

Church Offices Closed
for holiday

Christmas Day

Newsletter
Deadline

25.

18.

17.

11:00am Cantata/
Worship Service
Church wide lunch
after Cantata

Church Offices Closed
for holiday

26.

See schedule above

19.

See schedule above

12.

See schedule above

11.

5.

10:00am Silver Bells

WED

27.

20.

13.

10:45am Prayer and
Ministry

6.

THU

Evening Activities (Check Calendar)

4.

16.

10.

9.

Sunday School (Birth-Adults)

10:00am Silver Bells

Tuesday

10:00am Silver Bells

3.

2.

TUE

9:30am

Prayer Gathering

11:00am Celebration of Worship

7:45am Deacons Mtg
1:30pm Finance Mtg

MON

SUN

International Missions Emphasis and
LMCO

DECEMBER 2018
9:00am

Sunday

Children (1st-5th grades)

28.

9:30 Happy Hearts Trip

14. Winter Begins

14.

7.

FRI

29.

10:00am-12:00pm
fellowship hall reserved

22.

10:00am Choir
Rehearsal for Cantata

15.

8.

1.

SAT

Youth (6th-12th grades)
7:00-8:00pm Adult Choir Practice

7:00-8:00pm

Wednesday

1411 Benjamin Parkway
Greensboro
North Carolina
27408-4518
Phone

336-288-2710

Email

info@parkwaygso.org

Return Service Requested
Website

www.parkwaygso.org

Our Church Staff
Libby Boggs
Administrative Secretary
info@parkwaygso.org
Office Ext. 201
Amber Bolling
Financial Secretary
Chip Holden
Director of Music and Worship
Ministries
chipholden@parkwaygso.org
Office Ext. 202
Susan Small
Director of Discipleship and
Church Ministries
susansmall@parkwaygso.org
Office Ext. 209

Come join us on Sunday morning
December 16th 11:00am Worship Service
Christmas Cantata
“Breath of Heaven”
presented by the Parkway Choir.
Church Wide Luncheon after the musical.

