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THE IMPORTANCE OF MISSIONS TO THE CHURCH

There is an old joke about a pastor who arrived home just as one of his children was leaving to buy an ice
cream cone. Half jokingly he asked the boy, “Why don’t you save that dollar and give it to missions?” To
which the quick-witted boy replied, “I thought about that, but I think I’ll buy the ice cream and ask the store
keeper to give the dollar to missions.” A lot of people and churches want to “pass the buck” literally, but if
you’re a Christian, you can’t do that. You and I have a God-given, Jesus-mandated mission: The Great
Commission. (Matthew 28:18-20) One of my favorite Christian authors, John Piper, said, “There are three
options with the Great Commission. You can go. You can send. Or you can be disobedient. Ignoring the
cause is not a Christian option.”
J. Oswald Smith put it simply: “The mission of the church is missions.” Supporting missions and
missionaries is important because it is God’s plan to establish new churches and bring new believers to Christ
through the work of missions. God wants the world to know about Christ and He has chosen us as individuals
and as churches to be His instruments and share the gospel message with others.
The early church is our example. As Jesus was ascending to heaven after His resurrection He told the
onlookers to wait in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit came and indwelt them and then carry the good news to
other places. (Acts 1:8) Those early believers did just that and new churches were established in the region
and beyond. The Great Commission says to go into all the world, teaching the hearers and baptizing
believers. In the original Greek the emphasis is not on the word “go”, rather it is on the word “teach”. Jesus
knew that persecution would come to the church and believers would be scattered. He knew they would “go”.
He emphasized the fact that since they were going, they should share what they knew about Christ. Isn’t that
true about us today? A couple of generations ago people were born, lived, worked and died in the same town
or close to the same area. Today the world is a mobile place. We don’t need to be told to go, we are going!
What we need to do now is teach what we know about the Lord.
Paul wrote in Romans 10 that preachers were needed to carry the gospel. Obviously the ones called to the
ministry should be the ones preaching. But Paul follows up with another question: “Who will send them?”
The church has the responsibility to support those who are going into the world with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. An individual can only do so much to share the gospel in the world. Yet through a church mission
program we can pool our resources to help fund the spread of the gospel throughout the world. But it is not
just financial support that missionaries need. Whenever I hear missionaries speak, they always have one
request: Pray! Pray that we can accomplish the work to which God has called us. Pray that God’s Word
would be effective and glorified in the lives of the believers. Pray for protection from the world and evil men.
Pray for good health and encouragement. Please pray!
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Jesus said, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38) We are all called to play a part in the process of planting,
watering and reaping the harvest. There are many ways to be involved with this effort – encourage those who are
studying to be ministers of the gospel, pray for missionaries and mission fields and lend financial support to those
who have heeded the call to go. We have been given so much – freedom to study the Word of God and many of
us enjoy a level of prosperity not seen in other parts of the world. Are we fulfilling our responsibility as good
stewards of all that God has given us?
Each January I compile a list of missions endeavors that Parkway has been involved in during the previous year.
Many of you express amazement at the number of different projects and examples of mission support on a local,
state, national and international level. That is one of the reasons we publish the list. It shows what can be
accomplished when we work together with God. I always include a quote from Larry Doyle, former PBA
Director of Missions: “Missions is not a strategy of the church, it is the very essence of the church – not what we
do, but who we are as the people of God.”
I like the 2018-2019 watchword for Woman’s Missionary Union: “My dear friends, stand firm and don’t be
shaken. Always keep busy working for the Lord. You know that everything you do for Him is worthwhile.” (1
Cor.15:58) Support missionaries and mission endeavors locally, nationally, and globally! Let’s continue to do all
we can to influence our world for Christ!
Felicity Gordon

We welcome Dale and Gilda Riddle as they lead our worship service on Sunday, April 7,
2019. The Riddle Evangelistic Association was founded in 1977. Parkway Baptist Church
has supported their ministry as they traveled the world sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. They are now retired
and enjoy speaking and singing as called upon.

Interim Pastor Search Committee Begins Work
At a meeting on March 16, 2019, the deacons elected the following four members of the Interim Pastor Search
Committee: Susie Doss, Felicity Gordon, Ed Hubbart, and John Small. The Committee selected John Small as
its chair.
The Committee has obtained a list of potential interim pastors from the Piedmont Baptist Association. In
addition, it is seeking recommendations from members of the congregation of possible interim pastors. Please
provide any Committee member the name and contact information for any recommendation.
Because the church does not use this process very often, a summary of the Bylaw provisions follows. The
Interim Pastor Search Committee will nominate a candidate to be an interim pastor who shall serve until the
church calls a permanent pastor. In a called business meeting with a minimum of one week’s notice, the church
members must vote to call an interim pastor by a simple majority.

Susan’s Scribbles
I recently returned from ten, glorious, exhausting days of being Grandmama as our son and daughter-in-law
welcomed their third child into their family. Vivian joined her brother, Jack, almost 4 and her brother,
Everett, 2. On the morning that I left I was sitting at the breakfast table across from Dusti, my
daughter-in-law as she nursed her newborn, held an inconsolable 2-year-old who just needed his mother and
tried to eat her own breakfast. I was struck by the memories of being in similar situations myself when it
seemed that there were so many conflicting needs and problems and not enough of me.
I realized that sometimes life makes us feel overwhelmed and torn between needs and desires. Sometimes it
feels that there is not enough of us to go around. Some of the members of our congregation are experiencing
being pulled in numerous directions as they minster to others and care for their own needs. As a church, we
are trying to meet several needs at the same time. We are searching for both an interim pastor and a music
director. We are frantically trying to make sure all the immediate needs of our congregation are being met
with fewer people and diminishing resources. Sometimes all of this makes us feel overwhelmed and stressed.
In those moments it is important that we remember we are not alone even when we feel our most hopeless.
The last words that Jesus spoke to his disciples as He ascended into heaven offer us assurance that we are not
alone. He said, “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 27:20)
When we feel stretched to the breaking point and overwhelmed with our responsibilities, we need to
remember that we can rely on Jesus to help us through the difficult times. When our strength is almost gone,
we can rely on the limitless strength of Jesus. When it seems that no one really understands what we are
going through, we can rely on Jesus who understands us better than we understand ourselves. When we can’t
figure out the why of what we are going through, we can rely on the knowledge that Jesus sees the big picture
and understands how all of the pieces of our lives and relationships fit together. Jesus said He is with us
always, no matter what the situation, no matter how we feel, no matter how hard things are. Always, forever.
When you are facing more than you can manage, remember that.

Part-Time Director of Music and Worship Ministries
Parkway Baptist Church, 1411 Benjamin Pkwy., Greensboro, NC 27408 is seeking a Part-Time Director of
Music and Worship Ministries. This person would be responsible to lead Sunday morning worship and to work
with the Adult Choir and the Technology team. A good opportunity for music students or retirees. Position
offers a flexible schedule. Send your resume to bstanley02@gmail.com

THE CHURCH ON MISSION: KNOWING AND DOING MISSIONS

Prayer & Ministry Group
The April meeting of the Prayer & Ministry group will be held at 10:45 am on April 25 in the Conference
Room. Please bring $1.00 for Triad Ladder of Hope. In addition, please choose 3 items from the Baptist
Children’s Homes Food Roundup list. I will be contacting members to bring fruit donations for the
Easter baskets we will prepare for our shut-ins. Bring these items to the meeting. For our April ministry
project, we will be stuffing pillows for Women’s Hospital during our meeting. If you have sewn pillows, please
bring them on or before April 25. If you would be willing to sew some pillows, contact Becki Kellam. Lunch
will be provided by Susan’s lunch group.
All ladies who are interested in missions and ministry are encouraged to attend. Members, invite a friend!

Share the Change Update
Special thanks to all those who gave so generously to the recent Share the Change Campaign for the Greensboro
Pregnancy Care Center. Your faithful giving is much appreciated by GPCC and you are afforded the satisfaction
of knowing you support the rights of the unborn and have compassion for those who are faced with an
unplanned pregnancy.

Thank you
Dear Parkway Family,
I wish to express to each of you for the love and prayers you have given to me during these past months. I have
truly felt the prayers and love of my church family. Thank you for all the cards, calls, gifts, and meals and I
thank God daily for your support. This is what having a church family is all about and I am so very blessed by
each of you. Please continue to pray for me as I undergo my treatments.
With Christian Love,
Sarah Caldwell
Dear Parkway,
The last few months have been a hard time for the Doss Family. We have run through many bumps in the road.
With God's help and grace, we are coming out of the darkness. Praise for Bobby's good news and for Susie's
mom completing her Radiation and Chemo treatments. Thank you so much for loving on Shana during this
difficult time as well. Susie's wrists are recovering and both should be fully useable soon!
Please continue to hold us in your prayers, as this journey will continue for a little while yet. We cannot tell you
how much your love and support has helped us through this time. All the prayers, cards, phone calls, emails
and food have made such a difference. We cannot imagine going through life without God and without our
church family.
Love and Prayers,
Susie & Bobby Doss and family
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Baptist Children’s Homes Food/Supplies Roundup
April 1 – May 1, 2019
A list of needed supplies is included in the Messenger this month. Sunday School
classes and individuals may want to consider providing a gift card from Walmart,
Sam’s Club, Lowes’ Foods or Food Lion for the purchase of perishables and items
not received. Charles Stovall with BCH is really encouraging everyone to consider
this alternative. Please place any donations in the box near the missions table. Gift
cards may be turned in to Felicity Gordon or to the church office. Please bring
food & gift cards no later than May 1!

