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Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings.
In-person Chapter meetings are temporarily suspended during
the virus pandemic, but we are meeting online. SEE PAGE 3
 WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the
month, 7:00 pm − chapter meetings typically include a
railroad presentation and a business session.
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The President’s Observation

THE SCRAMBLER
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Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter
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ArkyRail@outlook.com

- Mike Sypult
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Our chapter has been blessed to have some great
railroad presentations the last few months on Zoom. In
March, Gerald Hook shared a very interesting presentation about the 1978-era Per Diem Incentive Boxcars that were seen
throughout America. This month (April), chapter member Bob
Bretch will present “Locomotive Changeover at the Four Corners
Power Plant”. We are fortunate to have current and former railroad
professionals give us all an “inside-look” at seldom seen operations.
With this in mind, we are always looking for interesting and informative railroad history presentations. Because we are not meeting in person at this time, and because Zoom is a free tool to help us
meet virtually, we can enjoy presentations from presenters all over
the USA! Recently, Dr Nick Muff from the state of Washington preTHE SCRAMBLER welcomes your
sented for our chapter. If you are interested in presenting a program,
input! Send content (articles,
contact us at info@arkrailfan.com
stories, news, photos) to the editor.
As we move toward the summer, I will meet with our chapter ofWe strive to provide accurate and
complete information in The Scram- ficers to discuss once again meeting in person. I look forward to seebler newsletters. Please send correc- ing all of you again and enjoying some face-to-face fellowship! We
have a great chapter made up of great folks. We may need to considtions to the editor.
er how to have “hybrid meetings” that will continue to the use of
DEADLINE for The Scrambler is
Zoom at the same time we meet in person. The key to this will be
the 1st day of each month. The edigood internet access.
tor reserves the right to edit, hold,
Stay tuned for more developments − we will keep you in the loop!
or omit material at the editor’s discretion. Space for longer articles
may already be committed months
in advance.

The Arkansas-Boston Mountains
Chapter of the National Railway
Historical Society, Inc. is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) educational organization incorporated under the laws
of the State of Arkansas.

Visit our website at:

www.ArkRailFan.com

Possible Chapter “Group Trip” to Museum
In the April 15 meeting, we will gauge interest for a Chapter visit
to the museum at Carona, Kansas. If you did not receive the info
email but are interested, let me know - Ed. G4Trains@gmail.com
WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members!
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.
Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.
National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per
year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.
Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.
DIRECTORY OF 2021 OFFICERS
President .......................................... Mike Sypult
Vice President ................................ Larry Cain
Secretary .......................................... Malcolm Cleaveland
Treasurer ......................................... Rose Ann Hofer
Membership .................................... Malcolm Cleaveland
Program Director ......................... Hugh Harris
Dist. 7 National Director ............ Ken Eddy
National Representative ............ Jim Gattis
Website Manager .......................... Mike Sypult
Editor ................................................. Jim Gattis
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Chapter & General News
Due to the corona virus pandemic, for now, in-person Chapter meetings are cancelled. But we are
meeting online with Zoom. If you have any business items, please bring them up on the Chapter’s
ABM-NRHS@groups.io listserv. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel marmelmm@gmail.com

April 15, Thur.

7 pm

Chapter meeting: Locomotive Changeover at the Four Corners Power Plant, by
Bob Bretch

May 20, Thur.

7 pm

Chapter meeting: Anatomy of a Wreck, by Dick Hovey

1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Online Zoom Chapter Meeting
To join chapter meetings being held online, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart
phone, or tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.
 If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download
 If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings
HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.
At meeting time, go to: https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
Depending upon your device, you may also need: Meeting ID: 359 384 4541 Password: 1Ru4np
When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 1. Join with Video and 2. Join with Computer Audio.
Please silence any nearby phones, televisions, etc., or close the door to the room where you are.

2. RailCamp 2021 Cancelled
For the second year, due to COVID-19, both RailCamp East and West have been canceled.

3. National Magazine Notes the Passing of Mike Condren
Page 7 of the Spring 2021 issue of Classic Trains, which arrived in mailboxes around the first of March,
had two obituaries. One was for John W. “Jack” Barriger IV, a Santa Fe vice-president and “champion of
railroad history”. The other was for our late chapter member Stewart Michael “Mike” Condren. It said he
was “an authority on the Frisco”, and mentioned his condrenrails.com website, which Mike Sypult of our
chapter continues to maintain.

4. NRHS Iowa Chapter Monthly YouTube Slide Shows
The Iowa Chapter, along with the Cedar Rapids Railfans Association, has launched
a series of monthly YouTube slide shows. These shows are being conducted live on
Sunday afternoons. We started hosting slide shows in April 2020, and intend on continuing to host virtual meetings for as long as we are unable to meet in person. We
are currently scheduling future shows, and all previous slide shows are also archived
on the Chapter YouTube channel for viewing after the completion of each program.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1BPUOehswCUydiOQ6twZKw For links to “Upcoming” shows, scroll
down; for past shows, select “VIDEOS”. Here is the current list for upcoming shows:
April 18, 3:00 pm Central time: Sam Bolte, Hiawatha IA - Present-day railroading in Northeast Iowa
May 16: Dave Kroeger, Urbandale IA - Various fan trips, Iowa and South Dakota
June 13: George Davison, Iowa Interstate in the 1980s
June 27: Iowa Chapter Archives
Thank you, Thomas A Hogan, Treasurer Iowa Chapter NRHS iowachapternrhs@gmail.com
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Chapter and General News (continued)
5. Did You Remember to Renew Your Annual Membership for 2021?
To join or renew a one-year membership Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, mail a check
made out to the chapter for $12 (include your name, address, phone number) to
Rose Ann Hofer, 5 Breton Lane, Bella Vista, AR 72715-4935

6. Center for Railroad Photography & Art Free Conference on Saturday, April 10
To attend via computer, register in advance at http://www.railphoto-art.org/virtual-conversations-2021/
This page will also give you a link to download the Cisco Webex app in advance. This is an all-day affair.

7. Railroad Photo Contest Display
The Gulf Coast Chapter (Houston area) of NRHS recently announced the winners of its 37th Annual
Railroad Photography Contest. See the photos at http://www.gulfcoastnrhs.org/2020photos/
 Granted, beauty is in the eye of the beholder, but I thought the following black-and-white shot exquisitely
captured the moment; can you almost feel the “mighty rush of the engine”? Taken during Union Pacific’s
Big Boy tour in November 2019, as it departed from Hearne, Tex. Hearne is northwest of Houston, where
the MoPac crossed the SP’s Dallas―Houston line.
-Photo courtesy of Rose Poole
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Chapter and General News (continued)
8. KCS - Coincidence or in Anticipation?
In recent months, many shortlines affiliated with Kansas City Southern have filed with the Surface
Transportation Board to renew and extend their leases to 2034. Now, with the March 21 announcement −
and March 22 filing with the Surface Transportation Board (STB) − that Canadian Pacific Railway seeks to
purchase KCS, this flurry of applications seems to be more than a coincidence.

9. Region Railroad News:
Watco’s Louisiana Southern Lease
Louisiana Southern asked to the STB to
continue and extend its leases from Kansas
City Southern. Watco began operating the
LAS in 2005. It interchanges with KCS at
Pineville, Gibsland, and near Minden.
Much of LAS is former Louisiana & Arkansas rails; at one time, the north end extended
to Hope, Ark. Parts north of Winfield were
once North Louisiana & Gulf or Rock Island.
The stub at Winfield is the remains of Tremont & Gulf, a timber-based road.

10. Region Railroad News: Delayed Pioneer Acquisition Finally Approved
Two investment groups seeking to acquire shortline holding company Pioneer Railcorp filed with the
STB in October 2020. Among the roads owned by Pioneer are the Ft Smith Railroad, and the Garden City
Western Railway in western Kansas. However, as proceedings progressed, the STB came to believe that
the parties buying Pioneer had sidestepped STB rules and procedures. What would normally be a quick
process was delayed until March 2021, when the STB approved it in a 4 to1 vote.

11. Amtrak to Resume Daily Service on Long Distance Routes
The American Rescue Plan, which Congress narrowly passed along a near-party line vote, provides
funds so Amtrak can recall over 1000 furloughed workers and restore daily service that had been curtailed due to the virus pandemic. The resumption will be phased in during late May and early June.

12. Amtrak Asks Surface Transportation Board to Allow Gulf Coast Passenger Service
In an 826 page filing on March 16, National Railroad Passenger Corporation asked the STB to begin a
proceeding that would require CSX and Norfolk Southern to allow twice daily intercity passenger service
beginning on or about January 1, 2022 between New Orleans and Mobile.

13. A Bit of Pitfalls-of-Publication Humor
Writing-for-publication can produce “oops” moments, as in this excerpt at the right from a March 1
Trains Newswire. At about the same time, preparing this issue, I
noticed that in the context of a length-of-time, instead of stint,
my text read stent. No, I was not performing heart surgery. We
can both blame dictation software or auto-correct!
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ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes ̶ March 18, 2021
Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303
The meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society,
normally held at the J. Reilly McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, Ark., was conducted over the internet, due to the pandemic. The meeting, hosted virtually by Mike Sypult on Zoom,
commenced 7:04 pm. In virtual attendance were 20 people on 19 connections.
Presentation
Gerald Hook presented “Per Diem Boxcars”, a business strategy used to generate revenue before strangling deregulation was abandoned in 1980. An army of clerks was required to keep track of cars and
charges. There were many photos of cars in unusual paint jobs.
Business Items and Announcements
1. Treasurer. No report. Also, we need a spreadsheet with the current members.
2. NRHS. Dist. 7 National Director Ken Eddy reported that the annual convention will be held August 23-28 in Milwaukee, and he is attending. The Fall Conference will be in Ronkonkoma, N.Y.
3. NRHS RailCamp. The chapter had previously agreed to sponsor Garon Lee for 2021. Ken Eddy
related the two locations and dates.
4. Upcoming Meetings. In Mike’s absence, Allison Lee will host the April meeting; the presentation is
“Locomotive Changeover at the Four Corners Power Plant”, by Bob Bretch. Dick Hovey volunteered to
present “Anatomy of a Wreck” (a Penn Central head-on collision) in May.
5. Old Business. Mitch Marmel reported that attendance at the February Sugar Creek train show
was lighter than normal, but vendors were happy with sales.
6. Upcoming Events. Mitch Marmel reported that the A&M will resume excursions on April 3 to
Van Buren and to Winslow.
 April 10 - Greater Tulsa Area Train Show, Bixby (Okla.) Community Center, 211 N. Cabaniss
 May 1 - Model Train Show & Swap Meet, Joplin History & Mineral Museum, 504 S. Schifferdecker St.
7. Proposed Chapter Road Trip. Gerald Hook suggested organizing a tour of area depots; Mike
Sypult suggested a Decatur-to-Joplin tour. John Chambers invited us to the Heart of the Heartlands Museum complex at Carona, west of Scammon, Kans.
Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society
 A few of the many colorful and somewhat obscure boxcars in Gerald Hook’s presentation.
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The Rock Island Line Is a
Mighty Fine Arkansas Song
by J. L. Gattis

A number of months ago, traveling through northeastern Arkansas for part-time work, I happened to
be within earshot of public radio station KASU in Jonesboro as it was broadcasting a syndicated show
of a few minutes length that tells the backstory of songs with roots in Arkansas. This one and only time
I have ever heard a broadcast of “Arkansongs”, it was relating the history of the folksong “Rock Island
Line”. Those few minutes of driving along the highway piqued my interest to delve further.
The “Rock Island Line” is a staple of the American folksong collection. We have this song today
because of a short-lived but productive pairing of
two men in the roles of musicologists, John Lomax
and Huddie Ledbetter.
Born in 1867, Lomax’s hailed from rural central
Texas, where farm country gradually changes into
cowboy country. Growing up, he had not only been
fond of cowboy songs, but also learned folksongs of
the African-American tradition from a former slave
he worked alongside of and became friends with.
After obtaining a Masters degree from Harvard, his
1910 publication of a cowboy and frontier song anthology heightened a national interest in folk songs
and thrust Lomax into the cultural and literary
spotlight.
Born in 1888, Huddie Ledbetter’s roots were in
Louisiana and Texas. In one of his many prison
stints, including one for killing a man, Ledbetter encountered Lomax recording songs of the prisoners
at Louisiana State Penitentiary. After being granted

a parole, Ledbetter was employed by Lomax as a
driver and assistant as they toured the South, adding to the folksong collection.
This unlikely black-and-white duo, one armed
with a Masters degree, the other a master of many
musical instruments and armed with a resonant
voice, arrived in Arkansas in 1934 to see what authentic folk gems they could mine from areas their
works described as “the Negro district of Little
Rock”, as well as from the state prisons. Among the
many recordings from these sessions now preserved at the Library of Congress was a call-andresponse song with Christian overtones; it was given the title “Rock Island Line”. Parts of one of the
verses were as follows.
Lead voice: Well, the train got to Memphis just on
time.
Second voice: Well, it made it back to Little Rock
at 8:49.
- continues next page -
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Rock Island Line (continued)
A second version, recorded a few days later in a different locale, demonstrates how folksongs continually change and evolve.
Lead voice: Well, the train left Memphis at half
past nine.
Group: Well, it made it back to Little Rock at
8:49.
The work of Lomax and Ledbetter preserved the
song. Eventually, versions of the song went on to be
recorded commercially by many artists, including
Ledbetter.
The urban folk revival of the mid-1900s further
enhanced the status of authentic folk songs of the
past such as this. In the mid-1950s, a performer in
Great Britain whose styles included jazz, blues, and
folk, recorded “Rock Island Line”. This version of
the song had morphed to lose any references to Arkansas, and any hint of African-American spiritual.

Older readers may vaguely recall the artist, Lonnie
Donegan, among whose other hits was “Does Your
Chewing Gum Lose Its Flavour On the Bedpost
Overnight?”
It was all due to two pioneering giants in their
fields – Lomax in folklore preservation, Ledbetter in
the blues – that a railroad folksong with Arkansas
origins has taken its place with others, such as “I've
Been Working on the Railroad”, “Casey Jones”, and
“John Henry”, in the American songbook. And if you
know a few of the big names of the blues from the
mid-1900s, you know Ledbetter by a different
name: he performed as Lead Belly.
–Source: Robert Cochran. “Ride It like You're Flyin':
The Story of The Rock Island Line", The Arkansas
Historical Quarterly, Vol. 56, No. 2 (Summer 1997),
pp. 201-229. Arkansas Historical Association.

Thirty Years Ago in the Scrambler
 From the February 1991 issue
 The February program will be Chris Lord showing color slides of Arkansas and Louisiana railroads.
 Starting April 6, Boston Mountain Excursion Co. will run a pair of routes, alternating every other Saturday afternoon. One route is from Rogers northward to Exeter, Mo. and back. The other is Rogers to
Trestle No. 1 south of the Winslow tunnel and back; this run will stop at Fayetteville. The excursion
company has obtained a diesel generator, and is seeking a baggage car to convert into a power car.
 Two Union Pacific employees working on a Newport bridge signal cable spotted a 77-year old man in
the White River, holding onto a boat. One of the workers tethered himself to the other with a 100-foot
extension cord, then swam to rescue the man.
 From the March 1991 issue
 During the February meeting, Bob Oswald described restoration work being performed on old rail cars
in the Springdale yard.
 Arkansas & Missouri excursions based in Van Buren will resume on April 6. There will two options for
the round trips on Saturday and Sunday: one to Rudy, one to Winslow.
 Incorporation of the ABMts Chapter had been completed.
 After 12 years of restoration work, Ft Smith Light & Traction car 224 will be dedicated on Sunday afternoon, May 19, and then operate daily.
 From the April 1991 issue
 Photos of an April excursion showed a dome car with corrugated sides in the consist.
 Copied verbatim, without comment: “APRIL MEETING: A&M night, Artifacts and Memorabilia, so be
sure to bring something old and memorable - other than the wife that is.”
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How Well Do You Know Historic
Railroad Nicknames and Slogans ?
by J. L. Gattis

Either through frequent popular
usage, or due to a company intentionally adopting a moniker or
phrase to help it stand out from the
crowd, a number of railroads were
bestowed with shortened nicknames or with slogans. The Chicago, Milwaukee, St.
Paul & Pacific became known as the “Milwaukee
Road”. For a while, the Chicago & Alton humbly
called itself “America’s Most Popular Railroad”. In a
few cases, the nickname became the name that the
company was known by.
One of the factors that contributed to this practice was that as American states and entrepreneurs
began to form railroad companies around 1830, the
practice that took hold was to adopt a name that
reflected the geographical reach of the company.
Some company names indicated the location of the
railroad (South Carolina Railroad), while others implied aspirations (Baltimore & Ohio). As decades
passed, many hundreds of such companies were
created, and the names reflecting these geograph-

ical combinations could become lengthy and unwieldy. A nickname simplified things.
Following is a list of some of these in the U.S. and
Canada, from the later 1800s through today. (As I
was not alive in ancient days, I do not know to what
extent some of these were a slogan or were the
commonly-used nickname.) Try your hand at identifying the official name of the railroad associated
with the nickname or slogan. For a few entries below, the same railroad is listed twice; i.e, there is
more than one slogan or nickname for the same
railroad. Some of these will be laughably easy – if
you don’t know them, we will worry about you. On
the other hand, some are so arcane and obscure
that if you DO know them, we will worry about you!
The official names in the right column are in alphabetical order. The abbreviation “St” for “Saint” is
alphabetized as “Sa”, and the word “and” is ignored
in the alphabetization.
Give it a try. Answers will eventually be posted at
www.ArkRailFan.com ... click on the “Newsletters”
tab, in the blue banner near the top.

Your PDF software may allow you to mouse-click in each row, type-in your answers, then “Save” the file.
Nickname or slogan

Official name of railroad

Mt McKinley National Park Route

Alaska RR

Port St Joe Route
Serving Southern Forests
Grand Canyon Line
West Point Route (hint: two railroads)

A

Linking 13 Great States with the Nation

B

Promised Land Route

C

Spans the World (hint: also ships, airplanes)
Clinchfield Route
The Crandic Route
- continues next page -
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Historic Railroad Nicknames and Slogans (continued)

Nickname or slogan

Official name of railroad

Everywhere West
Way of the Zephyrs
Maple Leaf Route
Corn Belt Route
Monon Route
Route of the Hiawathas
America’s Resourceful Railroad
Route of the 400’s
Omaha Road
Choctaw Route
Oil Belt Line

Cisco & Northeastern (west of Ft Worth, Tex.)

Big Four Route

C

Mt Nebo Route

D

Moffat Road
Scenic Line of the World
Royal Gorge Route
Land of Evangeline Route

D

Chicago Outer Belt Line

E

The Road to Health

E

Flagler System

F

Gold Belt Line

Fort Dodge Line
Denver Road

F

Sunset Route (pre-Southern Pacific)

G

Old Reliable
- continues next page -
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Historic Railroad Nicknames and Slogans (continued)

Nickname or slogan

Official name of railroad

Suwanee River Route
Good Track Road

G

Diamond Jo Line

H

Main Line of Mid-America

I

The Orient Lines

K

Port Arthur Route
Sooner To and Through the Southwest

K

Route of the Black Diamond

L

Arkansas Valley Route (two railroads)
Route of the Dashing Commuter
Salt Lake Route
The Better Way
Henderson Route

L

Pine Tree Route

M

Diamond Route
Arkansas River Route
Peoria Gateway
Soo Line
Katy
Serves the Southwest Well

North Arkansas Line
White River Route
Route of the Eagles

M

Lookout Mountain Route

N
- continues next page -
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Historic Railroad Nicknames and Slogans (continued)

Nickname or slogan

Official name of railroad

Dixie Line
Water Level Route
Nickle Plate Road
Yellowstone National Park Route
Main Street of the Northwest
Redwood Empire Route

N

Standard Railroad of the World

P

Reading Lines
Elberta Route

P

Quanah Route

Q

Possum Trot Line

R

Cotton Belt Route

S

Kaolin Road
Through the Heart of the South
Family Lines (multiple railroads)

S

Scenic Railway of the South

T

Nashville Route
Clover Leaf Route

T

Overland Route

U

Follow the Flag

W

Feather River Route
Gateway to the Yukon
Oil Belt Route

Wichita Falls, Ranger & Ft Worth (Texas)
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