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The President’s Observation
- Mike Sypult
Did you know: The National Railway Historical Society
(NRHS) was founded in 1935 by a group of rail historians. It
has since grown from 40 founding members to include over
5000 men and women of all ages and professions in every state and many
foreign countries, making it the nation’s largest rail preservation and historical society. Since that time, chapters throughout the State of Arkansas
have sprung up, but now, as of 2021, our Arkansas−Boston Mountains
Chapter of the NRHS is the only chapter remaining in our state.
Our chapter turns 34 years old this year, as we had our beginnings in
1987. Many of our charter members are no longer with us, but I am sure
they are cheering us on as we continue the mission of the chapter. From
our chapter bylaws: “The purpose for which this Chapter is formed, and
the business or objectives are mainly historical, educational and not for
profit. The more particular objectives are (a) to preserve the historical materials of railway transportation of all kinds; (b) to collect data on the history of transportation and to issue publications relating to this subject; (c)
to encourage rail transportation; and (d) to acquire by purchase, lease or
otherwise, real or personal property, to mortgage, sell, deed or otherwise
manage the same in a manner appropriate for museum and the abovementioned purposes.” In other words, we exist to keep railroad history
alive and pass it on to the next generation.
With this in mind, we will actively seek to recruit new members and to
encourage the next generation to be involved in leadership to move the
chapter forward. There are many young people in our area interested in
the railroads and their history. Our challenge will be connect them with
our chapter and grow our membership base. Much of this will be accomplished through modern technology which allows us to expand our reach.
So, here’s to a great 2021 as we keep railroad history alive for all to enjoy!
WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members!
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.
Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.
National Railway Historical Society individual membership is $50 per
year; more household members can be added for $7 per person.
Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.
DIRECTORY OF 2021 OFFICERS
President .......................................... Mike Sypult
Vice President ................................ Larry Cain
Secretary .......................................... Malcolm Cleaveland
Treasurer ......................................... Rose Ann Hofer
Membership .................................... Malcolm Cleaveland
Program Director ......................... Hugh Harris
Dist. 7 National Director ............ Ken Eddy
National Representative ............ Jim Gattis
Website Manager .......................... Mike Sypult
Editor ................................................. Jim Gattis
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Chapter & General News
Due to the corona virus pandemic, for now, in-person Chapter meetings are cancelled. But we are
meeting online with Zoom. If you have any business items, please bring them up on the Chapter’s
ABM-NRHS@groups.io listserv. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel marmelmm@gmail.com

March 18, Thur.

7 pm

Chapter meeting: Incentive Per Diem Boxcars, by Gerald Hook

April 15, Thur.

7 pm

Chapter meeting: Locomotive Changeover at the Four Corners Power Plant, by
Bob Bretch

1. How to Join the Thursday Evening Online Zoom Chapter Meeting
To join chapter meetings being held online, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer, smart
phone, or tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.
 If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download
 If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings
HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in time.
At meeting time, go to: https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
Depending upon your device, you may also need: Meeting ID: 359 384 4541 Password: 1Ru4np
When the Zoom screen appears, you may be asked to 1. Join with Video and 2. Join with Computer Audio.

2. Region Railroad News: Arkansas Southern Requests Lease Extension
In mid-February, Arkansas Southern Railroad (ARS) filed for Surface Transportation Board approval
to amend and extend its lease of two Kansas City Southern properties through 2034. One of these lines is
the former Arkansas Western, extending from milepost 4.0 near Heavener, Okla. to MP 33.0 at Waldron,
Ark. The other is the former Graysonia, Nashville & Ashdown, from MP 0.0 at Nashville, Ark. to MP 32.0 at
Ashdown. The filing stated that recent customers include Chemtrade Logistics, Darling International,
Phillips 66, Pilgrim’s Pride, Sand Hill Group, and Tyson Foods. The earliest this could be approved is midMarch.
Watco’s ARS has operated these lines since 2005. The sole connection for the former Arkansas Western is with the KCS at Heavener, whereas both KCS and Kiamichi RR are in Ashdown, and Union Pacific is
in Nashville. However, the filing mentions but does not describe a confidential “interchange commitment”
that may restrict with whom ARS swaps cars.

3. Region Holding Company News: What BNSF Giveth, BNSF Taketh Away
In early September 2020, the Trains (magazine) Newswire reported that BNSF would resume control
of a short line in the San Diego, Cal. area that Watco had been operating since 2008 as Pacific Sun Railroad. The 20-plus mile line had another 45 miles of trackage rights. What actually happened was the Surface Transportation Board issued a notice allowing this to proceed, but with a condition that approval
could be rescinded if valid objections were filed within a specified time window. The STB granted final
approval in early November.
Readers with a good recall of minutiae may remember that earlier in 2020, Pittsburg, Kan.-based
Watco also had to “give back” to BNSF part of its Mission Mountain Railroad in northwestern Montana
that it had operated since 2004.
In February 2021, the two roads notified the STB that Mission Mountain had discontinued service on
13 August 2020, and Pacific Sun on 5 December 2020. BNSF has resumed operating these lines.

March 2021

THE SCRAMBLER, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, NRHS

www.ArkRailFan.com

Page 4

Chapter and General News (continued)
4. Did You Remember to Renew Your Annual Membership for 2021?
To join or renew a one-year membership Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter, mail a check
made out to the chapter for $12 (include your name, address, phone number) to
Rose Ann Hofer, 5 Breton Lane, Bella Vista, AR 72715-4935

5. Old Man Weather Affected the Railroads
Our mid-February extreme winter weather not only disrupted passenger and freight trains, it also impeded the shuttle vans that transport crews over highways.

6. Chapter Display at the 17th Annual Great NWA Model Train Show
To prepare the chapter’s model train display for Sugar Creek Model Railroad and Historical Society’s
17th Annual Great Northwest Arkansas Model Train Show on Saturday, February 27, members retrieved
the model train display from the A&M museum building and set it up Friday afternoon at the Benton
County Fairgrounds.
 No, this is not Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid preparing to rob the Union Pacific Overland Flyer. This is
chapter members taking precautions to inhibit the spread of the deadly Covid-19 virus while setting up the
display for the 17th Annual Great NWA Model Train Show in Bentonville. From left to right: Mike Sypult,
Ken Eddy, Malcolm Cleaveland, Garon Lee, Allison Lee.
-Photo contributed by Mike Sypult
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ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes ̶ February 18, 2021
Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303
The meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society,
normally held at the J. Reilly McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, Ark., was conducted over the internet, due to the pandemic. The meeting, hosted virtually by Mike Sypult on Zoom,
commenced 7:05 pm.
Presentation
The presentation was by Dr. Nick Muff about his
amazing model railroad in his basement that includes two notable items: (1) the cab of a Kansas City
Southern F7, complete with all instrumentation; (2)
an incredibly realistic reconstruction of part of a
Pullman car. The amazingly detailed model railroad
is a work in progress, but what has been completed
shows amazing craftsmanship and detail. If you
missed the presentation, you can view it here:
 Dr. Nick Muff’s amazing basement layout.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFIavUTtDLo
Business Items
1. Treasurer. Rose Ann Hofer did not report.
2. NRHS. Dist. 7 National Director Ken Eddy could not establish audio, no report .
3. Programs. March and April presenters have been scheduled; will be looking for volunteers for
May and beyond.
4. Scrambler. Content is being collected to document the current operations of the A&M for editions later this year. Mitch Marmel said that A&M excursion trains will resume in April.
5. Bentonville Train Show. Mitch Marmel said that the Sugar Creek Model Railroad show has been
approved by the authorities to go ahead on Saturday, February 27, 9 am-4 pm. Setup will begin at noon
on Friday at the Bentonville Fairgrounds near Vaugh, address 7640 SW Regional Airport Blvd. Note:
masks and social distancing will be required at all times past the screening station at the south entrance. All participants should make the effort to get vaccinated before the event, preferably at least
two weeks before, but should continue to take the above precautions because most of the public will
not have been vaccinated at that time, even asymptomatic cases can transmit the disease, and the vaccines are only 90-95% effective. Plus, there is the possibility of conveying the Corona virus away from
the show on clothes, etc. if some do not maintain social distancing or not wear their masks properly.
Mike Webb will be selling a large collection of lightly used HO rolling stock.
The chapter will attend, loading out the layout on Friday at 1:00 pm at the depot. Allison Lee volunteered transport. We will not hand out certificates, due to the pandemic.
6. Joplin Train Show. Tristate Model Railroaders is planning their show for Saturday, May 1, 9 am
to 3 pm, at the Joplin History & Mineral Museum, located in Schifferdecker Park.
7. Correction. Gary said he incorrectly said that Claire wanted to step down from organizing the
Dirty Santa gift exchange during our annual Christmas train dinner; Claire only wanted the numbers to
be held in a central location.
See you next month online using Zoom. Watch your email for the link. --Mike Sypult, ABMT NRHS Web
Admin and Zoom Facilitator.
Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society
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by J. L. Gattis

Herb Shriner, the Emmy award winning purveyor of homespun humor from the mid-1900s, said
"We haven't had so much excitement around here
since that feller come through town with a dead
whale on a flatcar." Well, that wasn’t a joke – it really happened!
With the endless months of social restrictions
during the current Covid pandemic, there has been
plenty of time to reminisce about events of years’
past. Those were the circumstances that led my
mother-in-law to recall an event in small-town USA
during the Great Depression. She was only about six
years old, so she doesn’t recall many of the details.
But she does remember that in the mid-1930s, her
father took her older brother and her to downtown
McAlester, Okla., on the tracks to Oklahoma City
(that would have been the Rock Island) to see a
traveling exhibition. It sounds somewhat bizarre to
today’s ears, but the centerpiece of this show on
wheels was a preserved whale on a rail car.
Not many years past, hearing of such a phenomenon would send one to a library to learn more. I did
place a call to the McAlester Public Library. The
helpful assistant branch manager attempted to drill

down into the matter, but was not able to lay hands
on any local information. With the virus raging, it
seemed prudent to pursue the matter from the isolation of a computer laptop on the internet.
From quite a number of newspaper clippings
that surfaced, two particulars emerged. One, whoever brought the whale to Oklahoma in the 1930s
was only one in a long line of showmen who turned
public curiosity about whales into cash flow. Before
television, the exhibition of a preserved whale
counted for prime entertainment. The second is for
whatever reason, a great proportion of the mentions found in old newspapers were from the year
1930.
These whale displays could be accompanied by
some purported “sea captain” who expounded upon
the habits of whales in the ocean. Of course, for
most of those in the audience, especially an inland
audience, anyone donning a sailor hat and coat and
confidently spouting out information could have
convinced those in attendance of what was being
said. (Reflecting on that and comparing it with the
recent political campaigns, perhaps not much has
changed. But I digress.)
- continues next page -
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Whales on Rails (continued)
A Time-Honored Practice
Whale exhibits in the U.S. can be traced back to
at least just before the Civil War. In 1859, a professor displayed a live one in an immense reservoir in
Boston. From a New York Tribune article, the one
and only P.T. Barnum imported two live whales
from Canadian waters in 1861 to his American Museum in New York City. While these whales were
not displayed on a traveling flatcar, getting them to
New York City involved a long trip over the railroads.
But even before then, whales and railroads had
begun a symbiotic relationship. In 1849, the construction of the Rutland & Burlington Railroad
(later the Rutland) in Vermont unearthed a horse
skeleton in a farmer’s field. Upon further examination, it was determined it was no horse – those
were whale bones!

Two of the most famous and groundbreaking
world’s fairs in the United States were the 1893
World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago and the
1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition in St Louis.
Rail transport displays were prominent at both.
Newspaper archives relate that the curator of zoology at the National museum in Washington had a
whale cut in sections, then shipped on a flatcar on
to which a roof had been added to the St Louis fair
for display.

Hit the Road, Jack
With the development of the U.S. railroad system, it was not surprising that instead of expecting
people to travel to the whale, eventually the whale
would travel to the people. References to traveling
whales coming to town on the railroad can be found
from West Virginia to the Minnesota State Fair,
from Winfield, Kansas to Spokane, Wash.
Although little context was provided, an 1882
newspaper suggested that by that time, whales had
hit the road − the railroad, that is. Just in passing,
one article mentioned “We had a railroad whale
here a little while ago, just for show.” Another
source mentioned a photo of such dating to around
1913 in Florida.
A feature-length article in The Billboard, the
“show business” publication, asserted that the heyday of such shows was the late 1920s into the mid1930s, and the “annual take” of such a show could
easily amount to a quarter-million dollars. Although
not the first of this era to send a whale out to see
the country on a rail car, the two who organized the
Pacific Whaling Company created the pre-eminent
outfit. The company seems to have had no real connection to whaling, but the name sounded good.
With the success of their initial foray, Pacific Whaling soon had multiple shows on the railroad simultaneously.
Archives of the Barberton, Ohio newspaper preserve the 1920’s advertisement that "Moby Dick is
Coming to Town". Citizens had one day to see the
55-foot whale in a special car near the Erie Railroad
depot.
The leadoff line to a January 1930 “news of the
weird” snippet was “Whale Coughs Up Jonah”. It
seems that a 16-year-old thought he could sneak a
free train trip back to his Los Angeles hometown by
hiding on the whale car being exhibited in Denver.
After falling asleep, he awoke during viewing hours
and emerged, only to become an unexpected part of
the exhibit.
An April, 1930 issue of the Portland Oregonian
reported that “Car With Embalmed Mammal to
Leave Portland” to embark upon a transcontinental
tour. Captain Harry White was said to have lectured
- continues next page -
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Whales on Rails (continued)
 The sides of the traveling whale cars provided an ideal vehicle from which to advertise the cross-country
spectacle.

about the 65-ton creature in the glass and steel
housing to entire classes of a number of schools,
including the deaf school.
As previously alluded to, White’s traveling exhibition was not the only whale show on the road in
1930. Raising the ante − I’ll see your 65-tons and
raise you three – a 68-ton, 55-foot whale, encased
in glass and “exhibited on special railroad car”,
made its way to Indianapolis in May. To behold the
wonder, adults were charged 25¢, while children
but one thin dime. An advertisement apologized for
the size of the nighttime crowds, and exhorted
those with interest to “bring the kiddies in mornings and afternoons to avoid the large night
crowds”.
The newspaper reported that the whale that
came to Johnson City in March 1930, after a stop in
Knoxville, Tenn., weighed 73 tons and was 67 feet
long. It was displayed along with a smaller killer
whale on a spur near the Southern Railway passenger station.
On yet another front in 1930, Capt. A. Loeb, touted as the “famous whaler of the Pacific Whaling
Company”, was featuring an 80-ton version,
“Positively the largest sea mammal ever captured”.
(Editor: was anyone fact-checking with whale

weighing scales?) The Captain displayed his whale
morning, afternoon, and evening during a weeklong run in Springfield, Mo. at “Main St. and Missouri Pac. R. R.”
Perhaps not all of the exhibitions were as fastidious as those with a glass-encased carriage. There is
one report of a display consisting of a smelly carcass on a flatcar. The purveyors terminated their
roadshow when the odor became unbearable, and
then found a vacant lot in which to bury their big
adventure.
Those residing north of the border were not immune from whale-itis. The citizens of Calgary, Alberta were under the impression that there was to
be a live whale at the famous Calgary Stampede rodeo in 1930. It was reported that due to distance,
altitude, or some other factor, Brandon the whale
died before arriving. However, since the exhibitor
was one Capt. Harry White, of the same name as
with the embalmed Portland, Ore. whale, a reader
wonders if someone either reported the facts
wrong, or somewhere along the line a whale swapout occurred.
Other newspaper findings document that interest in whales on trains continued to thrive in the
- continues next page -
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Whales on Rails (continued)
 Various versions of this advertisement stirred up public interest across the country. Using the term
“captive whale” could perhaps lead potential customers to erroneously conclude that they were about to
see a live whale on the railroad tour.
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Whales on Rails (continued)
years following. Clippings record a 1931 visit in Jefferson City, Mo., and in 1932 at Neosho and
Sikeston, Mo. Whaling company representatives
would arrive in the targeted towns a few days early
to foment interest, especially at the local newspaper, and to sell tickets. The whaling company advertised that it had spent $15,000 to create the glass
covered steel railroad car.
In the reporting of the goings-on at the Springfield, Mo. Mill Street passenger station, the November 1933 Frisco Employes’ Magazine declared that
in its part of the country, the Pacific Whaling Company preferred to move its exhibit over the St Louis
-San Francisco. Spotting the whale car close to the
depot apparently caused the public to think that the
railroad was somehow associated with the exhibition. This in turn caused all sorts of public inquiries,
ranging from admission cost to whale weight, to

flood the local Frisco telephone lines. The most frequent question was “Is it alive?”
Why Stop With Just a Whale?
If you’re gallivanting across the country displaying an embalmed whale on a railroad car, why not
also present a few other oddities? A newspaper article that began with “Heralded as the greatest educational exhibition of all time” promoted the arrival
of the Mammoth Marine Hippodrome to Wellsville,
N.Y. The mid-1930s entourage included Serpentina,
a living mermaid; a lady flea trainer and her troupe
of performing fleas; and to accompany the whale,
Capt. David Barnett, who “has spent the past 50
years sailing the Seven Seas”. But why stop when
you are on a roll? The article went on to assert “The
country’s leading educators have proclaimed the
exhibit of unsurpassed educational value”. This
show and its claims were on display near the BS depot. Adult admission was 20¢.
- continues next page -

The BS (Buffalo & Susquehanna)
straddled the New York ― Pennsylvania border southeast of Buffalo.
The Baltimore & Ohio eventually
acquired it.
The clip is from a 1940’s B&O
map. By this time, the section between Burrows and Sinnemahoning,
where there had been a connection
with the Pennsylvania, had been removed.
For whatever reason, the B&O
sort of suspended these branch
lines in mid-air; i.e., it chose to not
reveal the connections with the
Erie’s main line that passed through
Wellsville and Addison, N.Y.
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Whales on Rails (continued)
The May 1936 stop at the Pennsylvania Railroad
station in Columbus, Ohio only elicited a brief mention in a city newspaper. The man in charge, Capt.
Mike Dolan, spoke at the noon Rotary Club meeting
before catching the Kiwanis Club in the evening.
The newspaper attributed this exhibition to the Seattle Whaling company, but from other articles, it
seems that Capt. Dolan had some connection to the
Capt. Barnett mentioned in the preceding paragraph.
Another article provided more insight into the
Mammoth Marine roadshow. Beneath a photograph
of three boys next to penguins, the local paper of
Hendersonville, N.C. briefly reported in April 1938
that the Mammoth Marine Hippodrome would be in
town one day only. The traveling show included a
68-ton whale on a “specially constructed railroad
car over 100 feet long”, to be positioned near the
Southern Railway passenger station.
This show, too, ventured across the border to
include Canadian stops, such as the one in Fergus,
Ontario in August 1936 on the Canadian National.
The 55-foot long, 68-ton leviathan named
“Colossus” had been caught in 1935 by the Eureka
Whaling Company of Long Beach, Cal. The purposebuilt car had sides and ends that dropped down to
create platforms on which spectators could stand. It
was equipped with lights to facilitate nighttime
viewing. In addition to the whale car, there were a
few others to accommodate the traveling show and
its crew. The tour stop had been preceded by an advanced man, who among other tasks was charged
with placing posters and drumming up interest at
the local newspaper.
As interest in the U.S. waned, one whale display
made its way to China. The whale tour was not paying its way, so the owner abandoned it in a Chinese
railyard. Officials were trying to force the owner to
remedy the situation when, in the run up to World
War II, a Japanese bombing of the railyard destroyed the whale.
In an early 1950s piece, syndicated columnist
Frederick Othman recalled bygone days in Chicago
reporting on crime, Capone, and a host of other
things. One such reminiscence was that of the man
with “the world’s most disagreeable job”. A fre-

quent summer feature in the Windy City had been
the arrival on a railcar of a dead whale enclosed in
glass. After the line of Chicagoans paying a quarter
to view the beast stopped at midnight, the man’s
chore was to don a gas mask, then enter the enclosure and spray things down with embalming fluid,
or so Othman said.
Getting Out of Hand
Extant newspaper articles show that a whale on
a flatcar was not only for public showings. It could
have another purpose.
A variant of the whales and rails theme occurred
in Eugene, Oregon in the mid-19 teens. Not too far
away (although from the perspective of townspeople, not far enough away) lived a rather cantankerous old farmer named Fullerton, whose actions may
cause one to wonder if Fullerton’s bubble was not
quite centered. Coming into possession of a whale
carcass, Fullerton did what any reasonable person
would do: he concluded that the University of Oregon (in Eugene) could make use of a dead whale,
and shipped it on a railroad flatcar to Eugene. Arriving in the Southern Pacific yard, the railroad agent
called the university business office to inform them,
but the U of O declined to accept delivery. Fullerton
then offered it to the city of Portland, only to again
be rejected. Some have suggested that Fullerton’s
pique at being spurned led to Fullerton levying, in a
newspaper, a series of sensational charges of university administration malfeasance. These were followed by a grand jury investigation, indictment,
and trial. Unable to actually substantiate any of the
charges he had espoused, Fullerton was convicted
of criminal libel and handed a one-year sentence.
In the 1950s, a whale harpooned by Danish fishermen went on a Grand Tour of Europe. Somewhere along the line, it acquired the name Mrs.
Haroy. and made its way to America and Coney Island. Now, there is a source that espouses that a
whale had been transported on the South Brooklyn
Railway − the freight operation of the transit authority − toward Coney Island, but it would not fit
in the tunnel near 4th Avenue. Was this a different
whale, or was it the same Mrs. Haroy with details
that have been blurred over the intervening dec- continues next page -
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Whales on Rails (continued)
ades? Nevertheless, the Mrs. Haroy of the story did
come to rest on a lot next to the building occupied
by Nathan’s Famous, as of the hot dogs. But nearby
vendors and businesses objected to the ever increasing smell, so the spectacle was consigned to
burial.
Today Unthinkable
Today say the words “whale” and “railroad” in
the same sentence, and you are likely to provoke a
mental image of a “rail whale”, i.e., a large tank car.
Of course, in today’s environment and sensibilities,
there would never be a whale traveling around the
country on a railroad car for public display. That is
because the big railroad companies would require a
minimum 65-car unit train, and is unlikely someone
could find that many whales to put on that many
flatcars at one time!
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 Letters to the Editor
 Response to the February 2021 issue
I enjoyed reading the February issue of The Scrambler,
especially the article about the long gone live poultry cars.
I have a 101-year old tariff showing the rental charges for using such cars, as well as a list of the participating railroad companies. The actual size of the publication measures only 4.5” x 6.5” and consists of 60
pages and a four page supplement all bound together. Being so small, it like reading the drug warnings on
a medicine bottle.
John L Huck

