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The President’s Observation
- Gary McCullah
Here we are in July and still separated by Covid
19. However, we had an excellent meeting via
Zoom on Friday, June 19. I believe we had over a
dozen in attendance. Mike’s presentation, “The
Railroads of Siloam Springs”, was excellent and filled in some gaps
as to where A. O. & W. entered the city.
I asked Mike to poll the membership on purchasing a Zoom subscription for the chapter and, so far, the response has been favorable. There was a suggestion to alternate in-person and Zoom meetings once we get to have in-person meetings. I am thinking that we
could also use Zoom when the weather is bad so that no one has to
get out in hazardous weather.
We have programs for July and August, but we need programs
for the remainder of the year. I am thinking that our normal Christmas party on the A&M may not happen so we need to be prepared.
Stay safe and watch trains when and where you can.
Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings; business session followed by a railroad presentation.
In-person Chapter meetings are temporarily suspended during the virus
pandemic, but we are meeting online. SEE PAGE 3
 WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the month,
7:00 pm. Meetings are cancelled when the Springdale public schools
are closed due to inclement winter weather.
 WHERE: At the ADA compliant J. Reilly McCarren Railroad Museum,
next to the Arkansas & Missouri Depot in the 300 block of East Emma
Avenue in downtown Springdale, Ark.
WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members!
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year.
Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.
National Railway Historical Society Individual membership is $50 per
year, and Family membership is $57 per year.
Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.
DIRECTORY OF 2020 OFFICERS
President ................................... Gary McCullah
Vice President ......................... Larry Cain
Secretary ................................... Malcolm Cleaveland
Treasurer .................................. Rose Ann Hofer
Membership ............................. Malcolm Cleaveland
Program Director ................... Hugh Harris
Dist. 7 National Director ..... Ken Eddy
National Representative ..... Jim Gattis

Visit our website at:

www.arkrailfan.com
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Website Manager ................... Mike Sypult
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Chapter & General News
Due to the corona virus pandemic, for now, in-person Chapter meetings are cancelled. But we are
meeting online with Zoom. If you have any business items, please bring them up on the Chapter’s
ABM-NRHS@groups.io listserv. To join the listserv, contact Mitch Marmel marmelmm@gmail.com
July 16, 2020

THUR Chapter meeting: The Last - a two-parter (The Tulsan, Union Electric) by John Chambers

August 20, 2020 THUR Chapter meeting: The Depots of Fort Smith by Chuck Girard

1. Get Ready for the Next Online Zoom Chapter Meeting
To join chapter meetings being held online these days, download the FREE Zoom app on a computer,
smart phone, or tablet that has a microphone and camera. Do this at least one day in advance.
 If using a computer, then download the Zoom Cloud Meetings App at https://zoom.us/download
 If using a smart phone or tablet, then go to the app store, search for Zoom Cloud Meetings
To test it in advance of the meeting or to ask questions, contact Mike Sypult at ArkyRail@outlook.com
HINT: Early in the day, set an alarm clock for 5 minutes before the meeting starts, so you can login in
time. (I’m glad my wife reminded me last time!)
At meeting time, go to: https://zoom.us/j/3593844541?pwd=Z0V2OUFXRlRyV0lWOUt4a1dqK2NNQT09
Depending upon your device, you may also need: Meeting ID: 359 384 4541 Password: 1Ru4np
REMEMBER: If your television or radio is on, or other people in the dwelling are having conversations,
it will be carried over your microphone and make it difficult for everyone else to hear the program.
Please, put your telephone ringer on silent and close the door to your room if other people are around
or if the TV is on in a nearby room. If you can hear background noise where you are sitting, then everyone else on the Zoom meeting can also hear it.

2. Region Railroad News:
All of This to Get Rid of Less Than a Mile of
Track – A Primer in Track Abandonment
BNSF is finding it challenging to shed ¾ mile of
former ATSF, now dead-end track in Pawnee, Oklahoma. Pawnee, northwest of Tulsa, is where once
the Frisco east-west mainline from Tulsa to Avard
crossed a Santa Fe north-south secondary line. Most
Map labeled with former owners of the lines.
of the former ATSF route has been abandoned, but
Except for the Pawnee-Stillwater segment, all
the Pawnee―Stillwater link remains as Watco’s
are now BNSF.
Stillwater Central. The Tulsa―Avard segment is a
key piece in BNSF routing schemes, as it connects at Dashed line indicates now-abandoned.
Avard with BNSF’s Chicago―Los Angeles Transcon.
On the northwest side of downtown Pawnee (population around 2000), the former Frisco and Santa
Fe tracks are parallel and separated by about 300 feet.
A Surface Transportation Board decision in April 2019 stated that BNSF Railway had filed a “notice
of exemption” to abandon this line. A notice of exemption can generate a streamlined abandonment
process when certain criteria are met, such as no traffic has moved over a line in recent years. The filing of such a notice creates a short window of time in which other parties may file an offer of financial
assistance (i.e., another party can offer to purchase the line) or a request for
- continued next page -
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(continued)

trail use or rail banking. The filing also triggers a review of any environmental or historic concerns.
The environmental and historic reports that BNSF submitted generated few issues. One of them was
the presence of petroleum hydrocarbons on an adjacent remediation site jointly managed by BNSF
and Phillips (petroleum company). Another entailed coordination with the National Geodetic Survey
to possibly relocate two survey markers if it appears that they would be affected by track salvage operations. Later, a third requirement was added, mandating certain actions if salvage activities uncovered any archaeological sites.
The National Association of Revisionary Property Owners argued that since the subject line was not
connected to the BNSF mainline, it was not eligible for trail use or rail banking. (The owners of property on which the railroad had easements wanted the right-of-way returned to them, and not be preserved for a public trail.) But the STB decided that since no parties were pursuing trail use, the issue
did not need to be addressed.
The exemption went into effect May 25, 2019. BNSF had until April 25, 2020 to file a notice “notice
of consummation of abandonment” (i.e., notice that abandonment has been completed), else the approval expired.
On May 7, 2020 BNSF requested a one-year extension, partly based upon BNSF’s misunderstanding
of the timeline associated with the imposed conditions. The STB granted the extension.

3. Region Railroad News: KCS Leases More to Watco’s Mississippi Southern Railroad

Jackson  Dallas

Through a lease from Kansas City Southern, in 2005 the
Counce, TN  Corinth
Mississippi Southern began operating 27 route miles from
Newton southward to Bay Springs, Mississippi. This north
-south Bay Springs Branch is in the east central part of the
state.
Now in the works is an MSR lease of more KCS lines in
eastern and northeastern Mississippi. This includes the
Louisville Subdivision (114 miles from Newton northward to a junction near West Point) and the Pearl River
Industrial Lead (16 miles between Union and Sebastopol).
These lines interchange at Newton with the KCS east-west
Meridian-Vicksburg-Shreveport “Meridian Speedway”.
West Point is served by the KCS north-south route from
Meridian to Corinth, Mississippi and Counce, Tennessee,
and is also on the Columbus & Greenville Railway, a Genesee & Wyoming property.
In a filing entered on June 19, the MSR said it expects
the new leases will increase the Class III MSR’s annual
revenue over a $5 million threshold, which may trigger
additional requirements to receive Surface Transportation Board approvals.
The aforementioned KCS line between Corinth and Meridian is former Mobile & Ohio. The north-south leased
line through Newton is former Gulf, Mobile & Northern. After a merger, both were part of the Gulf, Mobil & Ohio. The 40 miles on the north end of the lease, between West Point and Ackerman, was an Illinois Central branch.
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4. New Operator for Former Cotton Belt Segment in Texas
The March 2020 Scrambler, page 5, reported the Surface Transpor- A 2014 story in Trains featured
tation Board’s approval for the Blacklands Railroad to discontinue
the Blacklands Railroad. With
freight service over 66 miles of former St Louis Southwestern line in apologies to the late singer
northeastern Texas, roughly between Greenville and Mount Pleasant. Dinah Washington, “What a
The tracks are owned by the Northeast Texas Rural Rail Transporta- Difference Six Years Makes”.
tion District (NETEX).
A NETEX website says the six-county District was formed in 1995 to purchase tracks that SSWowner Southern Pacific no longer wanted. Over time, the District purchased more miles from Union
Pacific. East Texas Central operated it for a while, then Blacklands took over in 1999.
A replacement company, the Northeast Texas Connector, has not only filed on June 3 with the STB
to serve this line, but on June 12 also requested an exemption to shorten the time before the request
becomes effective, so that there will not be a gap in service between the Blacklands’ exit and the
NETC’s service start. NETEX agreed on June 11 to allow NETC to operate the line. NETC stated it “is
currently in the process of transporting locomotives to the Line, building drop tables to perform rail
maintenance, beginning all required hiring and
training, and has completed all necessary documentation for the Federal Railway Association (sic)”. On
June 22, the STB granted the waiver for NETC to
begin service in less than the normal 30 day waiting
period.
East of Mt Pleasant, the former SSW tracks are an integral part of Union Pacific’s routes into Arkansas. West of Greenville, there are the Genesee & Wyoming’s Dallas, Garland & Northeastern leading to
Dallas on former MKT rails, and the Kansas City Southern on former Louisiana & Arkansas and Santa
Fe lines toward Dallas and an interchange with BNSF in the Denton area, north of Ft Worth.

5. Region Railroad News: Award to Upgrade Rails at Oklahoma Port
In June, the US Department of Transportation awarded over $6 million to the City of Tulsa-Rogers
County Port Authority for improvements to an industrial park in Inola, east of Tulsa, Included are
funds for railroad upgrades. The press release stated the funds would “construct a three-mile rail
spur connecting the park to the freight mainline”, but an area map shows such a track already in place
off of Union Pacific’s former Missouri Pacific line between Coffeyville and Van Buren. Is this a new
spur, wrong verb, or ?

6. Call for Photographs and Paintings − With a Short Deadline
On June 27, the Madison, Wisconsin-based Center for Railroad Photography & Art sent an email calling for submissions under the title of “Railroad Photography and Art During the Covid-19 Pandemic”.
It is soliciting “a few images of what you've been working on” accompanied by a short − 250 to 500
word − narrative. Deadline is July 15. The Center plans to publish selected stories and images. For
more information, go to http://www.railphoto-art.org/
(Ed. - When I went to this site, the information was just a few inches below the top of the webpage.)

7. NRHS National News
A. Remember to mail your national election ballot before the end of July.
B. Conventions and Conferences are cancelled through the Spring 2021 con-

- continued next page -
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ference. Milwaukee is being considered for a summer 2021 convention. A webinar is being considered
for an Annual Membership meeting in September.

ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes ̶ June 19, 2020
Address: ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Soc., PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303
Due to the corona virus pandemic, the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway
Historical Society meeting at the J. Reilly McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR,
was cancelled. Instead, there was a Zoom presentation on Friday, June 19, with 16 people participating on
15 connections. The meeting was temporarily moved to Friday because our host did not have access to
Zoom on Thursday evening.
Host Mike Sypult began the meeting at 7:00PM. In virtual attendance were 16 people on 15 connections, including guests such as Nick Muff of Spokane, Wash., a master modeler (Google Nick Muff YouTube
for a fascinating 30 minute interview by Model Railroad Hobbyist magazine), and John Chambers with
the Heart of the Heartlands museum complex in Carona (west of Scammon, Kan., in the far southeastern
corner of that state), dedicated to preserving the role of railroads in the mining industry.
Scrambler editor Jim Gattis said that he has been contacting local historical societies for information, and
in exchange will offer the article produced to that society. He requested information about the Carona
museum complex for our newsletter.
President Gary McCullah announced that he has been sheltering in place at home, reading MoPac history books, and modeling. Gary likes the idea of meeting virtually, especially during hot weather. We may
have to continue this format until a vaccine is available to stop spread of the coronavirus. Gary decided to
dispense with the business meeting and proceed to Mike Sypult’s presentation.
Mike Sypult gave an excellent presentation on “The Railroads of Siloam Springs”, showing that the
town was once a hub of railroad activity, although that is difficult to imagine now.
John Chambers will give the July presentation, and Chuck Girard will present in August on “Depots of
Ft. Smith”.
Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary, ABMT Chapter, Nat. Railway Historical Society
No, this is not a revival of the
old “Hollywood Squares” TV
show. It does show a revival of
our chapter meetings.
This screen grab contains
most of those who attended the
inaugural Zoom chapter meeting
on Friday, June 19. At this moment, Mike was giving his slide
presentation, visible on a separate screen.
And speaking of “revivals”,
the message was presented by a
minister.
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If you have a news story about a railroad place,
submit it to the editor at G4Trains@gmail.com

The Transportation Depot in Hot Springs, Ark.
by J. L. Gattis

Historic railroad photos line
interior walls of the former
St Louis, Iron Mountain &
Southern / Missouri Pacific
terminal in Hot Springs.
–Photo by J. L. Gattis
In the 1800s, Hot Springs became a major draw
for those seeking the supposed curative powers of
thermal springs. The two railroads built in the last
quarter of the 19th Century to serve these travelers
also built two fine depots.
The rails brought more than the infirm or the
well-to-do from the North and East to the Spa City.
During the 1920s and 30s, the city drew notorious
Underworld figures, such as Al Capone, Lucky Luciano, and Owney Madden. Indeed, illegal gambling
and other “vices” had a long history of flourishing
there. An 1899 difference of opinion between city
police and the county sheriff over control of local
gambling led to a shootout with five people dead.
For different reasons, the allure of both the
springs and passenger trains declined. Rock Island
passenger service ceased in 1951. Its depot gave
way to make way for a convention center; a depot
photo in a 2000 Arkansas Railroader is captioned
“in 1960, just before demolition”. Passenger trains
quit calling at the Missouri Pacific depot in 1964. A

1973 photo shows that some of the rails and the
platform canopies had been removed. The building
survived, at one time occupied by a restaurant.
The Arkansas Railroader remarked on two rail
activities at Hot Springs. One, in 1998, was the commencement of Amtrak Thruway bus service between Malvern and Hot Springs, to connect with
Amtrak No. 22, the northbound Texas Eagle. It went
on to state “Southbound travelers will use existing
shuttle service, generally running from the Little
Rock airport to Hot Springs”. The May 2000 issue
listed bus connections at Malvern with both directions of the Eagle. Also in 2000, the same group that
for a time ran excursion trains out of Flippin along
the White River was doing the same in Hot Springs.
Both have since ceased.
The structure now hosts City offices and riders
on Intracity Transit, the public bus system. Greyhound buses ended service here in 2017.
- continued next page -
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Missouri Pacific’s V-shaped depot in Hot Springs, Arkansas was preserved to now serve as the City-owned
Transportation Depot, the hub for the local bus service.
–Photo by J. L. Gattis
History Preserved
The building is No. 92000611 in the National Register of Historic Places. The
NRHP registration forms states it was constructed in a “distinctly Italian interpretation of the Mediterranean style”, and dates
it to around 1917. The current depot does
not appear on a 1908 map, but is shown on
a 1915 map. An exterior brick says 1914.
The 1913 fire mentioned on page 12 would
seem to support a 1914 date.
Some of the interior, originally designed
to spaciously accommodate rail travelers,
now displays railroad memorabilia on the
walls and in glass cases. Items include a
baggage cart, time tables, lanterns, and
photographs. Many parts of the interior exude the classic stateliness of MoPac System
depots of the early 1900s.

TO VISIT
The Transportation Depot address is 100 Broadway
Terrace, at the south edge of downtown.
From Central Avenue, take Market Street one-longblock-and-around-a-curve east to Broadway.
From Malvern Avenue, go west along Church Street
for one block. The telephone number is (501) 321-2006.
Normal hours are 8 am to 4 pm, Monday–Friday. It is
closed Sunday, Saturday, and major holidays.
OTHER ATTRACTIONS
Genesee & Wyoming’s Arkansas Midland now offers
freight rail service over remnants of the Rock Island and
MoPac. It operates out of Jones Mill, about 20 minutes
east in an industrial park on the south side of US 270.
Hot Springs offers the traditional hot springs, a family
theme park, a mountaintop observation tower, and activities at the close-by lakes. Oaklawn Park hosts horse
racing in the late winter and early spring.
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Hot Springs Special: Third Section - a few parting shots
To conclude the series in the past two issues on
Hot Springs railroad history, this Scrambler presents a few more items from the past, passenger
service in its final days, and reflections of the status
of the rails and the routes in the 21st Century.
The older photographs are courtesy of the Gar-

land County Historical Society in Hot Springs. We
are indebted to Thomas Maddox of the Society for
his research efforts to locate and convey these photos and the background information, and to Tom
Hill of the National Park Service for his assistance.

 A rare gem showing the Hot Springs Railroad from well over 100 years ago. Locomotive No. 2 is
posing in front of the station of the Diamond Jo Line at Hot Springs. A large version has been on
display at the Hot Springs Transportation Depot.
–Photos courtesy of Garland County Historical Society, Hot Springs, Ark.
 By 1903, the Rock Island had taken over the Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf and the Hot Springs RR.
To highlight the coordinated passenger service partnership, the depot of the former Hot Springs
RR now displayed “Rock Island - Illinois Central” at the end of the train shed.

- continued next page -
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Hot Springs Special: Third Section - a few parting shots (continued)

Part of a map in Lt Stevens’ 1893 report to the Secretary of the Interior showing a possible location
for an inclined railroad up the side of West Mountain, along with access roads and other improvements. The proposed base (i.e., south end) of the incline was near the intersection of Prospect and
Court. The locations of roads actually built differ from those proposed.
Gambling on an Inclined Railroad
As mentioned in the June Scrambler, page 9, a
1998 Arkansas Railroader article reported that Gene
Hull found an old newspaper story of a proposed
inclined railroad to climb Hot Springs’ West Mountain. An internet search led to a video by the Hot
Springs Broadcast Network, an online source,
showing an earth mound at the edge of West
Mountain Drive. The video asserted that the mound
was a part of the upper end of the never-finished
inclined railroad on the southeast side of West
Mountain.
The video viewing prompted an inquiry to the
Garland County Historical Society in Hot Springs.
They in turn contacted the local National Park Service office.
Tom Hill, the Hot Springs National Park Museum
Curator, responded that he had heard of such a proposed incline, but the only parts constructed that he

was aware of were concrete footings on the hillside
behind the Levi Hospital. Mr Hill also provided a
link to more history.
Volume III of the 1893 report to Congress by the
Secretary of the Interior includes the report of the
“Superintendent of the Hot Springs Reservation”.
The Superintendent’s narrative began with an inventory of the 71 springs, whose temperatures
ranged from 76O to 157O F. Referring to the Arlington Hotel, it stated “this magnificent hotel” was
opened to the public on March 25, 1893, and proceeded to opine “With each year that passes, the
fame of Hot Springs as a health resort spreads to
the civilized nations of the earth”.
The Army engineer in charge of improvements
on the Reservation, Lt Robert Stevens, began his
supplemental report by stating that the surrounding mountains were part of the “Ozark range”. (Ed.
− Labeling all of the Arkansas mountains as
- continued next page -
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Hot Springs Special: Third Section - a few parting shots (continued)
“Ozarks” was common in the 1800s. Today, the
Ouachita Mountains are considered to be a separate
formation from the Ozarks.) In mid-1892, Stevens
had begun topographic surveys of the areas in the
reservation that were being considered for access
roads, walkways, and other improvements. Addressing the potential for developing West Mountain, Stevens commented that a “system of leases
could … meet a public need by providing hotels, casinos, observatories, and parks on these high
grounds. Mountain railways located within the vicinity of the main improved grounds would be of
much advantage in this connection.” Stevens including maps showing possible locations for the inclined railway and the other improvements.

Mr Hill continued: “An act was passed by Congress (28 Stat. 21) on 21 December 1893 that
granted right-of-way and five acres of land on West
Mountain, behind the present site of Levi Hospital,
for railroad tracks, parks and other developments
to George W. Baxter, et al. Despite asking for and
receiving two extensions, the project was never finished.” A report on the progress of improvements in
1900 made no mention of an inclined railway.
When time and conditions permit, Mr Hill may
ask the staff archeologist to investigate the mound
mentioned in the Hot Springs Broadcast Network
video.

That’s A Lot of Diamonds
The first railroad to enter the city
was the Hot Springs RR, the
“Diamond Jo Route”; the Rock Island
eventually acquired it. The last to
arrive was the Memphis, Dallas &
Gulf, “The Diamond Route”.

 Play ball! It was not just the ailing that came to Hot Springs. In this April 1, 1913
article, the Red Sox would complete spring training and take the “1 o’clock train”
– seemingly Rock Island’s No. 46 to connect at Memphis with the Illinois Central.
Hot Spring Training
In the late 1800s and early 1900s, Hot Springs
was among the places at which major league
baseball teams held spring training. Big names of
the day were there, such as Babe Ruth and outfielder-and-later-evangelist Billy Sunday. Among
the sites at which ball was played was the Whittington Park area, north of West Mountain. A sign
at McKee Field proclaimed “Boston Red Sox
Training Ground”.
Late winter and early spring days in Hot
Springs can vary from balmy to frigid. Spring
training eventually migrated further south. But at
one time, the railroads would transport entire
ball clubs in and out of the city.
- continued next page -
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Hot Springs Special: Third Section - a few parting shots (continued)

 Passengers on the Iron Mountain did not have to go far to access an imposing hotel. The view was obviously captured sometime before September, 1913.
–Photos courtesy of Garland County Historical Society

 This photograph, looking from the Iron Mountain rail yard northward toward downtown, was taken after a
massive fire in September, 1913. The online Encyclopedia of Arkansas said the inferno left 2500 people
homeless. A map showed the “Burned District” covering parts or all of well over 30 blocks north of Grand
Avenue, including the Iron Mountain station; other sources give higher numbers of blocks destroyed.
For more geographical orientation, locate the “turntable” on the page 7 map in the June Scrambler.

High school

West Mtn.
Turntable

- continued next page -
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Hot Springs Special: Third Section - a few parting shots (continued)

 Indicative of how important a rail connection was to a city, a large crowd in their finery gathered on St Patrick’s Day, 1914, to greet the opening of Memphis, Dallas & Gulf service between Hot Springs and Glenwood, about 35 miles to the southwest. It would be another year before the line was opened for service to
Ashdown and Texarkana. In less than a decade, the operation went into receivership, with much of this
eastern end abandoned. The other end eventually became the Graysonia, Nashville & Ashdown, which was
later purchased by Kansas City Southern. It is now operated by Watco’s Arkansas Southern.
–Photos courtesy of Garland County Historical Society, Hot Springs, Ark.
 Although partially obscured by the fence, it’s evident that Hot Springs passenger train service was sufficiently competitive to warrant billboards alongside the streets of Hot Springs. The GCHS dated this picture
to before September 1924, when a tornado destroyed one of the structures in the background.

- continued next page -
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Hot Springs Special: Third Section - a few parting shots (continued)
The End of the Trail, the Beginning of a New Trail
As seen below, the Missouri Pacific still ran passenger trains to and from Hot Springs in 1962.
Leaving the capital city at 11:20, No. 37 arrived at
the Spa City at 12:45. The return No. 38 was carded
to depart at 2:00, arrive at 3:20. The Little Rock–
Hot Springs round trip coach fare for an adult and a
child was $4.73.
But soon, the bottom would drop out of the passenger market. A 1999 Arkansas Railroader stated
the final MoPac passenger run was in January 1964,
and that summer, MP mopped-up the rails. The

1965 state highway map showed only a few miles
remaining, on the west end of the MP line into Hot
Springs.
MP acquired Rock Island’s Malvern–Hot Springs
line, but in 1992 sold it and others to Pinsly. Genesee & Wyoming bought them in 2014-15.
In recent years, various governing jurisdictions
have proposed the creation of the Southwest Trail
between Little Rock and Hot Springs. This 60-mile
path for hikers and bicyclists may incorporate parts
of the abandoned Little Rock & Hot Springs Western route. Trail planning and design are underway.

 At the Hot Springs depot. The crew included Conductor
R.F. Muller, Fireman G.G. Floyd, and Brakeman B.F. Wilson.

 Appears that the station roof sported a
neon sign. –Photos by J. L. Gattis

 Even into the early
1960s, MP was still
running two pairs of
trains in and out of
Hot Springs. Nos.
201-202 were
timed to make connections at Little
Rock with MPs
premier overnight
passenger trains
between St Louis
and Texas.
- continued next page -
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Hot Springs Special: Third Section - a few parting shots (continued)
The Junctions
There is more than one Hot Springs Junction.
One of them is south of downtown Hot Springs and
Grand Avenue, at a wye off the through line. In the
past, from this wye was a one-mile leg proceeding
north to the MP depot. Today, there is a small yard
at the wye in which to set out cars; the north leg extends about 0.4 mile before coming to an end.
Rock Island timetables listed another Hot
Springs Junction in Little Rock that was 3½ route

miles south and west of the depot. This is where the
Little Rock & Hot Springs Western tied into the
Choctaw Route’s U-shaped routing around the older
part of Little Rock. This is now the location of the
Union Pacific Chester grade crossing.
On the east side of Hot Springs, south of Spring
Street, pieces of the former the Rock Island and MP
survived. The MP (LR&HSW) crossed over the Rock
Island (HSRR) at what became MP Junction.
- continued next page -

 There is still some junction left at Hot Springs Junction. This photo is at the west end of the wye,
which was just east of the Garland Western connection that led to the Oaklawn Park horse racing track.
 The Rock Island’s line came in from the right, while
a link to MP’s overhead line is on the left. View toward the east.
–Photos by J. L. Gattis
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Three-Photo Sequence
at M P Junction
- start at bottom photo Bottom: The LR&HSW/MP
nearing the crossing over
the HSRR/CRI&P; view
toward the west. The
switch is aligned for the
downhill connection with
the HSRR/CRI&P.
Middle: Left track is the
LR&HSW/MP main, right
drops down to connect
with the HSRR/CRI&P
Top: The MP bridge over
the Rock Island and a
creek bed.

