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Our NRHS chapter is blessed with many talented
members. I would like to see some of our newer members step up and contribute, not just programs or Scrambler articles,
but also as leaders. In order to encourage this, I am considering stepping aside as president at the end of this year. There may also be a
lessening of my involvement in some of our activities. Not only will
this allow development of leaders for the years to come, but it will allow me and my wife to do some of the things we have wanted to do.
Some of the other officers may be thinking along the same lines. So,
start now to consider what office may fit your talents and abilities.

I want to thank Allison Lee for working with Brenda to get our
equipment to the train show and back. This was definitely a team effort.
Speaking of teams, we had a good team at the train show. Rose
Ann, Al, Ken, Larry, Allison, Garon, Robert Stark (son of Bob), and I
were there. Mitch and Malcolm were there with their layouts and Mike
Sypult was a vendor. Bill Merrifield stopped by for a few minutes. If I
missed anyone, I apologize. My memory is not always the best.
As mentioned previously, I will not be at the March meeting, so
behave yourselves and have a good time.

Visitors are welcome to chapter meetings; business session
followed by a railroad presentation.
 WHEN: January thru November, the third Thursday of the
month, 7:00 pm. Meetings are cancelled when the Springdale
public schools are closed due to inclement winter weather.
 WHERE: At the ADA compliant J. Reilly McCarren Railroad
Museum, next to the Arkansas & Missouri Depot on East Emma
Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas.
WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members!
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter member ship is $12 per year .
Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.
DIRECTORY OF 2020 OFFICERS
President……………….. Gary McCullah
Vice President………….. Larry Cain
Secretary……………….. Malcolm Cleaveland
Treasurer……………….. Rose Ann Hofer
Membership……………. Malcolm Cleaveland
Program Director……..… Hugh Harris
Dist.7 National Director… Ken Eddy
National Representative… Jim Gattis
Website Manager …….… Mike Sypult
Editor ……………...…..... Jim Gattis
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Chapter & General News
Volunteer to present a program at a Chapter Meeting! E-mail HughRHarris@aol.com or call 479-240-3004
March 19, 2020
CANCELLED

Chapter meeting: conclusion of “The Rise and Fall of Penn Station”, Mitch Marmel

April 16, 2020

Chapter meeting: Amtrak and Acela, Garon Lee (check updates to determine if cancelled)

LATE UPDATE: Due to corona virus concerns, on March 11, NRHS cancelled the March 26-28, 2020 NRHS
Spring Conference, West Chester (Cincinnati) Ohio. This includes the Advisory Council and Board of Directors
meetings.

Convention website: https://nrhs.com/convention/
Convention hotel: Knott’s Berry Farm, Buena Park, Cal. (west of Fullerton Amtrak stop)
Convention rate $119/night, parking $5/day :
https://reservations.knottshotel.com/knotts/?requesttype=invBlockCode&code=NRHS&start

 Both Amtrak and the regional
transit line, Metrolink, call at
this former Santa Fe depot in
Fullerton, Cal. From here, it is
about six road miles south and
west to Knott’s Berry Farm.
Among the facilities are a sandwich shop and checked baggage
service for the Southwest Chief
and the Pacific Surfliners.
Metrolink’s Buena Park station is about three miles north
of Knott’s.
–Photo by J. L. Gattis
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(continued)

1. Best Way to Keep Up With Time-Sensitive Chapter Information
The Chapter has an email listserv that lets you be notified – or notify others – of
time-sensitive information. Just since the first of the year, chapter members have used
the listserv to let others know of things ranging from chapter members deaths and funeral service times, to coordinating the movement of equipment to a train show.
To step aboard this useful email service, ask Mitch Marmel ( marmelmm@gmail.com )
to enroll you in ( ABM-NRHS@groups.io ).
–Editor note: I am NOT a big fan of many of the bells and whistles of the Information Age, but even I
have found this listserv to be worthwhile since I learned of it at the end of last year. Give it a try!

2. OMRA Train Show, Springfield, MO, March 21 -- Late update: CANCELLED
Ozarks Model Railroad Association 2020 Spring Train Show will be held Sat., March 21 at the Oasis Convention Center at 2546 North Glenstone Avenue in Springfield, MO. Door prizes, refreshments available,
wheelchair accessible, free parking. Admission $8 adults, children 11 & under are free.

3. Arkansas Railroad Museum 25th Annual Railroadiana Show and Sale CANCELLED
Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society and the Arkansas Railroad Museum notified us that unforeseen circumstances led to the cancellation of the show that had been planned for Sat., 4 April 2020 in Pine Bluff.

4. FRA Issues Report on Trespasser Fatalities
The Federal Railroad Administration released a report
summarizing trespasser strike data from calendar years
2012–2017 on railroad rights-of-way. The FRA data
showed 3,687 trespasser fatalities involving a train strike
during these years.
Fatal strikes seemed to more often occur during late
afternoon and night time. Ages of individuals fatally
struck are most likely to be between 15 and 34.

5. Chapter at the Great Northwest
Arkansas Model Train Show
Allison Lee and Clare McCullah coordinated efforts to make sure the Chapter’s Gscale setup made it to the Sugar Creek train
show at the Benton County Fairgrounds on
February 29.

–Photo by Gary McCullah
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(continued)

6. Regional Abandonment and Discontinuance News
January 21, 2020 -- The Surface Transportation Board approved the Union Pacific request to abandon 17.7
miles in Jackson County, Mo. (Kansas City area), “subject to environmental, trail use, and standard employee
protective conditions.” This segment (mileposts 288.3 to 270.6, in the area of Raytown and Lee’s Summit) had
been in a dispute between Jackson County and a group of abutting landowners, both of whom at times were
said to not be complying with STB rules or procedures. After the dust settled, it appears this segment may be
heading for railbanking and trail use. This right-of-way is generally 100 ft wide.
“According to Petitioners, the Line was built in approximately 1903-1904 and was originally part of the
St. Louis Subdivision of the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Railroad Company (Rock Island). The
Line was sold to the St. Louis Southwestern Railway Company (SSW) during Rock Island’s bankruptcy
proceeding in 1980. As part of its merger with Southern Pacific Transportation Company, UP received
authority from the Board to acquire SSW in 1996. In 2016, the County acquired the Line from UP, but
that acquisition and operating exemption was revoked by the Board in July 2019.”
A related item appears on page 5 of the February Scrambler.
February 14, 2020 -- The Surface Transportation Board approved the request of Blacklands Railroad (BLR) to
stop freight service over 66 miles of track owned by the Northeast Texas Rural Rail Transportation District
(NETEX), and end trackage rights over 10 miles of Union Pacific. This extends from Greenville eastward to
Mt Pleasant. However, Blacklands proposes to lease and provide local service on about 8 miles of UP.
NETEX objected, stating among other things that BLR failed to maintain the track in Class 1 condition, and
the track had been “allowed to deteriorate and all but a small segment is in excepted condition”. NETEX also
alleged that decreased customer demand was due to “BLR’s unreliable service in recent years”.
BLR headquarters has been in Sulphur Springs. Previous operators of this line or parts include St Louis
Southwestern Railway – its Texarkana to Ft Worth line – and East Texas Central Railroad, which had rather
whimsical reporting marks: ETC.

This Cotton Belt map from perhaps the 1910s shows the segment that Blacklands is giving up on. The Sherman-to-Commerce branch disappeared in the far distant past.
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(continued)

7. Sad Day for All Involved
One of a railroader’s worst nightmares happened on February 19, when an eastbound vehicle on Washington Avenue
in Purdy, Mo. collided with the southbound A&M train returning from Monett, resulting in the death of the driver and
severe injury to two grandchildren, whom according to reports were not in seat belts.
The next day, Springfield television station KSPR ran a
“live from the scene” story emphasizing local concern, and in
which the reporter used the phrase “an already dangerous railroad crossing” to describe the location. The Missouri Department of Transportation was quoted as stating it had been working
to upgrade the crossing warning devices, but it might be as long as
a year before they are installed.

One day after the incident, a person was
seen pushing a measuring wheel along
the tracks near the point of impact.

Nowhere did the story mention the emotional toll on railroad
crew members who are powerless to stop when drivers fail to yield to oncoming locomotives. Reports indicate
the same crew member was unfortunately involved in a January 2018 collision at this crossing.

IN MEMORIAM
Two who were associated with the Chapter passed away recently. The Chapter members wish to extend our
sympathy in this time of loss.
BILL USSERY - William Hunter Ussery, husband, father, grandfather, friend, known to many as Bill, Big
Bill, Dad, or Granddad, went to be with his Savior on February 24, 2020. He was personally led to meet Jesus
on June 30, 1946 under the wing of a SNJ Texan Airplane by his Navy buddy Calvin Stout at Pensacola Naval
Air Station, Florida. That one event changed the course of his life forever. “If you confess with your mouth
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the
heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. For
the Scripture says, “Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed. Romans 10: 9-11

Bill was born at Mullins Well, Mississippi on August 7, 1927 to William Leander Ussery Jr. and Sarah Mehaffey Ussery. He had one sister, Sarah, one niece, and two nephews.
After his stint in the Navy, Bill struck out for John Brown University in Siloam Springs, Arkansas where he
graduated with a degree in Electrical Engineering. It was also the place where he met the love of his life, Ernestine Walters. They were together for 69 years until she went on to heaven before him in 2019.
Bill and Ernestine raised five great kids while in Springdale, Arkansas and they were always faithful members of a local Baptist church, last at Oak Grove Baptist Church. Bill was always involved whether it was a
deacon, usher, teaching young boys in both Sunday School, and in the mission organization Royal Ambassadors, or by using his KBRS Radio voice as the narrator in many Christmas and Easter productions.
He is survived by his children Steve, Bill (Melissa), John (Pam), Nancy (Dan), David (Colleen) and grandchildren Caroline (J.J.), Jon (Meridith), Mary (Kevin), Sarah, Josh, Rebekah, Peter (Kristie), Bethani, Merri
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IN MEMORIAM
(continued)
(Laquan), Paul (Cheer), Mandy (Brian), Tim (Kat), Sally, Becky (Treynor) and great-grandchildren Hannah,
Lillian, Cadence, Callie, Jerren, Jordon, Adelaide, Rand, Avalynn, Grace, Caden, Jesse, Vivi, Emi. Bill prayed
for all of his family everyday.
On the days leading up to his passing Bill spoke these words regarding Jesus:
“He has sustained me through these many, many years. I have failed Him but He has never failed me. For
these 92 years my life has been in His hands and when He’s through with me He’ll bring me home. I’ll walk
with my friends and family and loved ones.”

Funeral services were Saturday, February 29, 2020 at 2:00 P.M. at Sisco Funeral Chapel of Springdale.

ANNIE OSWALD - Anne "Annie" Oswald, age 89, of Fayetteville, Ark., died March 10, 2020. She was born
in Long Beach, Calif., to Arthur Lemon and Anna Henrietta Drewes Arnold. She was married to her late husband Bob for 64 years. They moved to the Fayetteville, Ark., area from Houston, Texas in 1987.
Annie was a homemaker and enjoyed gardening, cooking, and quilting. She was a member of P.E.O. Chapter DA, University City Chapter No. 495 of the Order of the Eastern Star, Q.U.I.L.T., the Botanical Garden of
the Ozarks, the National Railway Historical Society, and the First Presbyterian Church of Springdale. Her
smile and laughter lit up the room.
Annie is survived by two sons and daughters-in-law, Robert and Mary Oswald of Colorado, and Andrew
and Shannon Oswald of Texas, and one daughter and son-in-law, Rebecca Oswald and Hikmet Luleci of Oregon; two granddaughters, Lily Oswald and Molly DuCharme; and companion Therese Pendleton. Annie was
preceded in death by a sister, Margaret Rose Ornberg.
Annie's family would like to especially thank the staff at Avenir Memory Care for their kindness and care
of her over the past year.
A memorial celebration of Annie's life will be held at a later date to be determined. Cremation arrangements are under the direction of Moore's Chapel in Fayetteville.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to First Presbyterian Church of Springdale, 100
South Gutensohn Rd., Springdale, Ark., 72762, or to P.E.O. Scholar Awards, 3700 Grand Avenue, Des
Moines, Iowa, 50312-2899.
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ABMT NRHS Chapter Meeting Minutes ̶ February 20, 2020
Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtns. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the J. Reilly
McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR.
Address: ABMT Chapter, National Railway Historical Society, PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303
 Call to Order and Previous Minutes. Meeting was called to or der at 7:10 pm by the Pr esident, Gar y
McCullah. Number present: 11 members and two visitors, David Bolin and Keith Johnson, both from the
Sugar Creek Model RR & Historical Society. The January minutes were approved.
 NRHS. Dir ector Ken Eddy explained the pr oposal to r educe the number of dir ector s to 11, with 9
elected at-large for two-year terms and two ex officio (Pres. and V-P). There will be an election for V-P. The
next conference is in March, and the convention will be near Fullerton, CA at Knott’s Berry Farm in June.
They just want to break even for the Convention, not looking to make a profit. .

 Treasurer. Rose Ann Hofer r epor ted a checking account balance of $1,689.57; 12 member s paid dues.
 Programs. Hugh Har r is solicited pr esenter s for futur e meetings, and the audience r esponded with
commitments through July. Since scheduled presenter Bob Stark was absent due to illness, his KCS presentation was rescheduled to May.
 Scrambler Newsletter. J im Gattis asked if everyone present was receiving the newsletter, and one person
in the audience said he was not. Jim asked Mike to look into it..
 Old Business.
(1) The NWA Train Show held by the Sugar Creek modelers will be Saturday, Feb. 29 at the Benton County
Fairgrounds near Vaughn, address 7640 SW Regional Airport Blvd. Brenda (A&M RR) will furnish a van
to transport the Chapter’s G-scale railroad; need people to load and unload it on Friday, Feb. 28.

(2) Mike Sypult has the first batch of slides from the Condren’s and is in the process of looking through them
to decide which ones are worth scanning. He needs to select a vendor to do the scanning.
 New Business.
(1) To notify those not aware of it, it was mentioned that we have a Groups.io list to exchange information;
this replaced the old Yahoo groups. To subscribe to the list, email Mitch Marmel: marmelmm @
gmail.com , and he will send you a link.
 Train Talk.
(1) Lots of storm damage in Benton County.
(2) Larry Cain asked if anyone knew where the track charts for the Combs, Cass & Eastern RR are. He has
one for the Combs area, but the rest are nowhere to be found. Larry thought Tom Duggan had them at one
time.
(3) Mike Sypult said there’s an old CSX loco in the A&M shops, where it’s impossible to get a good photo.
 Miscellaneous. David Bolin of the Sugar Cr eek club gave a shor t pr esentation about the J unior Engineer Program he encountered at Trainfest, the annual Milwaukee event in the Wisconsin State Fair Park. It
involves various activities to build kids’ knowledge about and interest in RRs. Sugar Creek will try to implement a simplified version for the NWA Train Show. Good way to swell our thinning ranks.
 Program. Mike Sypult: “A RR History of Springdale Arkansas, 1881-2020” A thorough look at the RRs
built to connect NWA to St. Louis, Kansas City, and other population centers, culminating in the Frisco and
the A&M. Some material on Orphan Trains, although Arkansas played a minor role. There is a Facebook
entity, ArkansasRailroadHistory and a website, www.arkrailfan.com .
Submitted by Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary
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If you have a news story about a railroad place,
submit it to the editor at arkyrail@outlook.com

The Frisco Depot Museum at Hugo, Oklahoma
by J. L. Gattis

-Above: This enclosure with the service counter laden with items for
sale was a concession booth back in the depot’s heyday. Opening
the exterior windows allowed passengers on the platform outside to
make purchases quickly, without entering the building.
-Below: Photographs of old depots on display at the Hugo depot.
–Photos by J. L. Gattis

Hugo’s current two-story brick
depot structure was constructed in
1914, after a fire demolished the previous station. The size and contents
of this replacement edifice reflect the
importance of Hugo to the Frisco
System. The lower floor was partitioned for express, baggage, kitchen,
Harvey restaurant, two waiting
rooms, and a ticket office. The upper
story included Frisco offices, train
crew sleeping rooms, a large meeting
area, and living quarters for the Harvey Girls. Depot museum personnel
said at one time, the operation employed over 1000 people in the area.
Passenger service disappeared in
1960.
The Choctaw County Historical
Society purchased the building in
1979. It soon was entered into the
National Register of Historic Places
as No. 80003259. The museum uses
the building to preserve and present
the history of the town and the region. Railroad items are interspersed
with a wide variety of local memorabilia. Features related to railroads
include a model train layout, train
boarding step stools, the Harvey
lunch counter, and furnished rooms
of the Harvey Girls. Finally, tucked
away to the north of the building is
an F7 behind a fence − check it out.
−continued next page −
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The Frisco Depot Museum At Hugo, Oklahoma (continued)
Acknowledgments
Norm Pence and other members of the Choctaw County (Oklahoma) Historical Society provided helpful
information for this article.
TO VISIT
Hugo, in far southeastern Oklahoma, is still a cross
roads, but now of highways: east-west US 70 and
north-south US 271 intersect here. It is also at the
southern end of the north-south Indian Nation Turnpike, which offers speedier travel to and from the
north. A few miles to the east is Hugo State Park on
Hugo Lake. Volunteers at the depot museum said
that three traveling circuses spend their winters in
the Hugo area.

The depot is on the north side of Jackson (US 70
Business route through town), at 307 North B. Normal hours are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 am to 4
pm. The depot is closed Sunday, Monday, and holidays. The telephone number is (580) 326-6630.
Hugo is the now the operating headquarters of
the Kiamichi Railroad, the regional railroad successor
to the Frisco. Shops and a yard are five blocks west
and three blocks south of the Depot Museum.

-Above: The engines of both No. 4033 and 3055 were running, while the boxcar train idled in the Hugo yard.
Even though it was mid-afternoon, in the drizzly overcast, FRED’s red flashes at the far end were quite visible.
The lead boxcar is Texas, Oklahoma & Eastern, one of the roads that Kiamichi interchanges with.
-Below: You do not see very many of these still in service.
–Photos by J. L. Gattis
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Backtracking: Hugo and the Arkansas & Choctaw
Although Hugo, Oklahoma, was definitely a
Frisco town, it was not the extension of the St Louis
& San Francisco south from Ft Smith to Paris, Tex.,
in 1886-87 that created Hugo. Hugo, then in Indian
Territory (I.T.), became significant due to the second
coming: that is, the east-west Arkansas & Choctaw
crossing the established Frisco line in 1902.
The Progress of the Arkansas & Choctaw
The Arkansas & Choctaw Railroad was organized
in August 1895. It extended from Ashdown nine
miles west to Arden in 1897, and acquired trackage
rights on the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf
(Texarkana & Ft Smith) – today’s KCS – from Ashdown south to Texarkana. Plans in the late 1890s
called for an eventual destination of Atoka, I.T. By
1898, it had progressed to Arkinda, a mile east of the
Arkansas–Choctaw Nation border. (Today, about all
that remains of Arkinda is a ½ mile long siding.) Near
the end of the 1800s, the road’s inventory consisted
of 178 cars, including four locomotives and two cabooses.

In the early 1900s, plans had morphed: the projected ends shifted to Stamps, Ark. to the east (on the
Cotton Belt), and Wichita Falls, Tex. to the west. The
road had also picked up a rather odd bit of orphan
trackage rights, over the Frisco for 19 miles from Bonanza, Ark. to Poteau, I.T.
In late 1901, the A&C announced that a grading
contractor had been at work since September, and the

Choctaw Construction Company would build from
Arkinda through, among other towns, Goodland on
the SL&SF, on its way west. It would appear that acquisition of right-of-way land had preceded construction: a court in Ardmore, I.T., had declined to restrain
the railroad from obtaining land through Ardmore.
The court determined that “when Congress gives a
railroad the right of construction across the Indian
Territory it gives the same privileges in towns as in
the country”. By year’s end, grading was said to be
“in progress along the entire line”.
A news release published in early March 1902 indicated that the actual route had shifted. It showed
that not only were rails pushing westward, but that
tracks has also been extended from Hugo eastward to
the Kiamichi River, with a 12-mile gap in between
the two construction gangs.
Norm Pence of the Choctaw County Historical Society supplied some details. The place where the
A&C crossed the Frisco initially was referred to as
Raymond, due to the Raymond Trading Company
being an early twentieth century version of an “early
adopter”: they were in the first wave to relocate from
Goodland southward to the new crossing. But when it
came time to apply for a post office, there was already a Raymond, so someone proposed to name the
town for a renowned French author of that era, Victor
Hugo. The routing of the new railroad, a few miles to
- continued next page -

This 1901 The Railway Age map with a dashed line showed a projected Arkansas & Choctaw from the border
town of Arkinda westward to Wichita Falls. The crossing of the Frisco’s Ft Smith–to–Paris line appears to be
at Goodland, about three miles north of where Hugo was to soon arise.
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Backtracking: Hugo and the Arkansas & Choctaw (continued)

Official Guide, August 1901

Official Guide, June 1902

The 1901 Frisco schedule (left) from Ft Smith to Paris, Tex., made no mention of Hugo, whereas in the 1902
schedule (right), Hugo has appeared at mile 559, while Goodland at mile 556 has been dropped.
the south of the long established east−west trail
by the A&C.
through the country, also caused other villages to pick
In mid-1902, A. N. Bullitt replaced R. W. Valliant
up and move southward in order to be on and served
as chief engineer. Valliant’s legacy is preserved with a
town on the line east of Hugo named “Valliant”. But
more important, the SL&SF had agreed to guarantee
A&C bonds, and 99 miles had been given over to the
Frisco for operation. The Frisco-controlled A&C announced the start of mixed-train service between Ashdown and Hugo in August. Rails were expected to
reach Durant, I.T. by the end of that month.
In October 1902, the A&C was reorganized. The
Frisco created the St Louis, San Francisco & New Orleans Railway, and in mid-1903 was operating between Ashdown and Madill, I.T. Also, it was building
Rand-McNally Official Railway Guide, Sept. 1902 toward once again changed endpoints, Hope, Ark. on
the east, and Lawton, Okla. on the west.
The A&C has progressed west of Hugo by the summer of 1902. Passengers needed roughly eight hours
- continued next page to traverse 100 miles.
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Backtracking: Hugo and the Arkansas & Choctaw (continued)

A 1902 map displays Frisco extensions across Indian Territory and the Red River into Texas at two locations,
Paris and Denison. The map printers have not caught up with progress, as the map shows neither the eastwest Arkansas & Choctaw (just north of the Red River) nor the town of Hugo, north of Paris.
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Backtracking: Hugo and the Arkansas & Choctaw (continued)

Left edge of the upper map (showing Choctaw lands) matches right edge of the lower map (Chickasaw lands).
This is part of the June 1903 map of the government Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, showing railroad systems in Indian Territory. In it, the A&C was completed as far west as Ardmore; the red line projected
continuation still appears to be toward Wichita Falls, Texas.

- continued next page -
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Backtracking: Hugo and the Arkansas & Choctaw (continued)
In this 1912 map, the proposed extension
is now from Ardmore to Waurika.

What began as the Arkansas & Choctaw
in the late 1800s was to eventually extend from Hope through Hugo to
Ardmore, but not to Lawton or Wichita
Falls. South of Paris, the Santa Fe line
continued on to Dallas.
Official Guide, July 1923

During the Yoakum years (Frisco–
Rock Island–Chicago & Eastern Illinois
under one tent), there were big plans for
extending what had been the A&C route
eastward across southern Arkansas to tie
in with another projected line along the
west side of the Mississippi River, but
neither plan materialized. The eastern
end remained at Hope, where it is today.
The Louisiana & Arkansas did come
from the south to meet the old A&C end
-to-end in Hope, where it crossed what
was then the Iron Mountain.
These stacks of cross ties are among the
400,000 that could be stored at the Hugo
creosoting plant. Pine ties were said to
require less time for seasoning than red
oak ties. The American Creosoting Company advertised plants at Hugo and
Springfield to serve the Frisco.
The Frisco Man, January 1911 

1907 wreck on a
Frisco trestle north of
Hugo, near Hamden,
Oklahoma.
–Photo courtesy of
Choctaw County Historical Society, Hugo,
Okla.

- continued next page -
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Backtracking: Hugo and the Arkansas & Choctaw (continued)
Commerce and Community Along the Line
Following the common practice of the day, the railroad was quick to employ any and all avenues to attract settlers and commerce to the places it served.
The Frisco System Magazine touted opportunities
abounding in the Choctaw Nation of southeastern Oklahoma. A 1902 story described the game hunting
along the Frisco line from Ft Smith to Hugo, Indian
Territory. It was said the Indian Agent would not
“molest” white hunters taking just enough for their
own needs, but did try to thwart commercial hunters.

The Frisco Employes’ Magazine reported quick actions on the part of train service employees perhaps
saving lives at Hugo grade crossings.
One summer morning in 1925, a 10 year old boy
skating in the street was about to be overtaken by a
yard engine backing at the Jackson Street crossing,
when Switchman Clark grabbed the boy and held him
with one arm until the locomotive could come to
stop.

In 1927, Switchman Kimbrough was using a lantern
A 1903 story addressed a different type of venture to protect a street crossing while Engine Foreman
in the Choctaw lands, one along the “newly opened
O'Flaherty was on the side ladder at the head of nine
Arkansas & Choctaw road”. It reported that by paying cars being shoved past the street crossing, when
a royalty of $1 per one thousand feet, one could access they noticed an automobile slowly closing in on the
the “one vast tract of fine timber land” between Hugo, crossing. Parties inside and outside of the auto
I.T. and Madill (in the Chickasaw Nation).
sensed an impending collision; the car driver was
A news item suggests that new town development said to be “greatly excited”. O'Flaherty ran to the car
did not always proceed smoothly. After townsites
and reached through the window to try to get it unwere surveyed, Indian citizens could then sell lots to
der control. Meanwhile, a passenger in the car
non-citizens. But there seemed to be an expectation by
tossed a six-month baby out of the car, which Kimsome non-citizen squatters that if they occupied and
brough was able to catch. While the final outcome
developed a parcel, their claim on a lot might be recwas not stated, the story was titled “Prevents Crossognized. In August 1902, squatters occupied a reporting Crash”.
ed 48 vacant lots in Hugo, most of them during the
night.
highways. It employed themes still relevant today, that
One aspect of generating traffic and income was to these heavy vehicles are unfairly subsidized, they derun special trains. In August 1930, the Frisco ran a
stroy roadways paid for by public taxes, and they
Watermelon Special with a “record number of excur- threaten to diminish railroads’ payrolls and taxes in
sionists” through Hugo to the Fifth Annual Watermel- the county. However, one would conclude that club
on Festival in Hope, Ark. With a reported 60 floats in activity waned, because a reorganization meeting was
the parade, this event apparently was quite an attracheld in 1934. It would seem that certainly the Ladies
tion.
Auxiliary of the club was reenergized, because in
A Frisco Employees’ Club was organized in Hugo 1935 they solicited a promise from the Hugo school
in 1928, with over 40 charter members. In 1930, the
board to ship three carloads of coal for winter heating
club took steps to circulate a petition to the Oklahoma over the Frisco.
legislature to regulate trucks and buses on the state’s

Frisco System Magazine, September 1904
Ads like this one encouraged those looking for new land and new opportunities
to head for Hugo.

- continued next page -
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Backtracking: Hugo and the Arkansas & Choctaw (continued)

Kiamichi power of old in maroon once boldly proclaimed the Native American heritage of its service
area. Now, the black and orange of parent Genesee & Western is prevalent. –Photo by J. L. Gattis
And Bringing Us to Today
The former Frisco Central Division rails between
Poteau and Antlers were abandoned. Burlington
Northern spun off the remaining south end of the
Central Division − east-west Hope to Lakeside, and
north-south Antlers to Paris, Tex. The new line, the
Kiamichi Railroad, also has trackage rights from
Lakeside westward to Madill.
The A merican Shortline Railway Guide, 5th edition, stated that KRR started operations in 1987, first
owned by an individual, then in 1995 by States Rail.

options. Wyoming coal had been arriving at its generating plant west of Ft Towson over BN and Kiamichi.
But by constructing its own line (parallel to Kiamichi)
eastward to north of Valliant, WFCX cars could be
routed via Union Pacific to Kansas City, thence Kansas City Southern to DeQueen, and finally DeQueen
& Eastern and D&E’s Texas, Oklahoma & Eastern to
Valliant. Kiamichi’s loss of traffic was reported to
have resulted in KRR layoffs.

RailAmerica purchased KRR in 2002, then Genesee & Wyoming acquired it in late 2012. BNSF
A 1997 A rkansas Railroader reported that Western named Class III Kiamichi its 2018 “Shortline of the
Farmers Electric Cooperative had decided to construct Year”, noting that “Since 2012, Kiamichi has im14 miles of track in order to create alternative service proved much of its 265-mile line to handle 286,000lb. loads of traffic...”

