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The Cairo & Fulton depot in Hope, Ark. The City of Hope website says this former Cairo & Fulton depot is the
oldest remaining building in Hope [https://www.hopearkansas.net/pView.aspx?id=6508&catid=583]. It may
be the oldest surviving depot building in the state, but not in its original location. - Photo by J. L. Gattis
Contributing to THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER:
Submissions to the newsletter are welcome. Send content (articles,
stories, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to the
editor at G4trains@gmail.com DEADLINE for the SCRAMBER is
the 7th day of each month. The editor reserves the right to edit,
hold, or omit material at his discretion.
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From the President…
- Gary McCullah
2019 has been an interesting year.
We have witnessed the return of a UP Big
Boy to active service, something that was unimaginable until recently.
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THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
is published 12 times each year by the
Arkansas Boston Mountains Chapter,
National Railway Historical Society
Inc, PO Box 1303, Springdale, Arkansas 72765-1303. Opinions expressed
herein may not reflect the official position of the ABMT Chapter or the National Railway Historical Society.
Editor…………………..Mike Sypult
Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in THE
ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER monthly
newsletters. Please send corrections to
G4trains@gmail.com. We invite your
input!
Arkansas Boston Mountains Chapter, National Railway Historical Society Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)(3)
educational organization incorporated
under the laws of the State of Arkansas.
Visitors are welcome to chapter
meetings; business session followed
by a railroad presentation.
 WHERE: At the ADA compliant J.
Reilly McCarren Railroad Museum,
next to the Arkansas & Missouri Depot
on East Emma Avenue in downtown
Springdale, Arkansas.
 WHEN: January thru November, the
third Thursday of the month, 7:00 pm.
Meetings are cancelled when the
Springdale public schools are closed
due to inclement winter weather.
 Visit our website at:

www.arkrailfan.com

I think the biggest surprise for many was
the late Fall tour to the West Coast, an area
that Big Boys were banned from during their normal service back in
the 40’s and 50’s. Two things contributed to this. One, heavier track
structure due to heavier cars and locomotives in regular freight service. Two, the technology now exists to balance steam locomotive
running gear to such a degree that the pounding of the rail that used to
occur is now almost totally eliminated.
Locally, the A&M has become a player in the locomotive refurbishing business. This is becoming a major secondary rail industry.
And of course, the 150th Anniversary of the completion of America’s first transcontinental rail route, in the desolate country on the
north side of the Great Salt Lake, is a reminder of the progress of and
changes with railroading.
Will 2020 be known as the year of the “P”: PSR (precision scheduled railroading) and PTC (positive train control)?

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members!
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year. Please
make checks payable to ABMT NRHS.
Regular membership for the National Railway Historical Society is
$50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer
to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.
DIRECTORY OF 2019 OFFICERS
President……………….. Gary McCullah
Vice President………….. Larry Cain
Secretary……………….. Malcolm Cleaveland
Treasurer……………….. Rose Ann Hofer
Membership……………. Malcolm Cleaveland
Dist.7 National Director…Ken Eddy
National Representative…Jim Gattis
Program Director …….… Hugh Harris
Editors…………….…..... Mike Sypult and Jim Gattis
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YEAR’S END MEANS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME
Time to renew your Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter annual membership, $12 per person. Please make
checks payable to ABMT NRHS, and send to Malcolm Cleaveland.
If you have not already done so, consider joining [https://nrhs.com/membership/ ] the National Railway Historical Society. The $50 annual dues lets you receive the Bulletin multiple times per year, plus the NRHS News covering preservation, railfan, and chapter news - six times per year. But as they say on the late night infomercials, wait, there’s more! Your national membership card is good for discounts at over 100 railroad and transportation museums. Each year, NRHS conducts two conUnlike commercial publications that have to
ferences and a national convention, to indulge your railroad hobby. But most of all, supporting the national organ- squeeze out content to make room for advertisization allows you to “give back”, and actually play a part ing, the NRHS Bulletin is 40-44 pages of full color,
in railroad history preservation, with activities like these. ad-free content for railfans and preservationists
alike. And because we understand our readers,
• NRHS Railway Heritage Grants. Since 1991, the National Railway Historical Society has been awarding
we offer plenty of railroad history and subjects
grants for projects which preserve, research, educate, that are off the main line, covered to a depth that
or publish railway history. In 2019, nine recipients reno commercial magazine can do.
ceived a total of $48,000.
•

NRHS Heritage Film Collection. NRHS is preserving and digitizing both movies and still shots.

•

NRHS Roundhouse Survey. An ongoing effort to identify and post a list surviving roundhouses.

•

RailCamp. Hard-working NRHS volunteers conduct two one-week long sessions, one on each coast, to
promote railroad interest among high school age campers. In 2019, the NRHS partnered with short line
railroads, rail transit operators, Amtrak, and museums to provide a railroading experience for 36 campers.

SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Volunteer to present a program at a Chapter Meeting! E-mail HughRHarris@aol.com or call 479-240-3004
December 2019

Annual A&M Christmas Train Ride and Party (catered dinner) - 6:30pm. Suggest arriving
at the A&M Depot parking lot by 6 pm.
To make a reservation, you must give $10 per person (cash or a check made out to
ABMT) to Al Kaeppel in advance. Mail it to him at: 3831 Tara St., Springdale, AR 72762;
you do not have a reservation until he has cash in hand.
Bring an inexpensive (~$10) wrapped gift for the gift exchange. People sometimes bring
railroad books they have finished reading.

January 2020

Ozark & Cherokee Central by Mike Sypult

February 2020

KCS Depots in Northwest Arkansas by Bob Stark

CREW CHANGE
At the start of 2017, Mike Sypult took on the editor job. Mike, with his deep knowledge of both computers
and railroads, moved the Scrambler further into the digital era in fine style; if the newsletter had been a train, it
would have been a limited billed as “extra fast, extra fine”. In the November meeting, Mike announced that
due to extra job duties, he would step down, and a few in the room pointed to me, so for a time I’m the editor. I
do not have the knowledge, resources, or contacts that Mike has - if someone else wishes to be the editor, the
job is yours for the asking. I can confidently speak for all that we appreciate Mike’s effort and are amazed by
the publication he compiled monthly. Mike, thank you.- Jim Gattis
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CHAPTER MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN
CHRISTMAS TRAIN EVENT
Accompanied by good weather for this time of year, the Arkansas
& Missouri Railroad held their annual Children's Christmas Train on
Saturday, December 7. This community celebration, which benefits
children’s charities, is based at the A&M excursion train depot in
Springdale, Arkansas. Before it was over, the A&M counted over 2000
riders. For the 15th year, Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter members participated in the event and displayed their portable electric garden-gauge train.
Since the event ran from 7 am to 3:30 pm, chapter members got up
early to allow for the 45-minutes to assemble the four 4 ft by 4 ft sections into an 8 ft by 8 ft layout (with two loops) on tables. Positioned
between the McCarren Museum and the A&M depot, the layout was in
a great place be noticed by the queue of people waiting to ride the
A&M train.
Chapter members provided instructions to interested children, two
at a time, about how to operate the trains; then the kids got to take a
turn operating them. Each participating child received a signed “Model
Railroad Engineer’s Certificate” with their name on it. It was reported
that chapter volunteers had a good time with the kids and their parents,
and issued 285 certificates, the most ever at this event.
Chapter members who pitched in to help were Al Kaeppel, Larry
Cain, Ken Eddy, Rose Ann Hofer, Mitch Marmel, Gary McCullah,
Bob Stark, Robert Stark, and new members Allison Lee and Garth Lee
— WELCOME! (hope that names were correctly transcribed)
- Information submitted by Al Kaeppel, Photo by Gary McCullah
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DEADLINE FOR
HERITAGE GRANTS
APPLICATIONS JANUARY 31, 2020
Do you know of any group
that might benefit from an
NRHS Heritage Grant?
(Adapted from NRHS Telegraph)
The 2020 NRHS Heritage Grants
application form, as well as more
details, are available on the NRHS
website (https://nrhs.com/programs/
heritage-grants/). Deadline for submission is January 31, 2020.
The application is a PDF form
with required sections. It should be
downloaded, filled out, saved, printed, and signed for submission. The
signed application can then be
scanned by the submitter, sent via
email to grants@nrhs.com , or
mailed via the US Postal Service.
Grant award announcements are expected to be made at the 2020 convention.
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If you have a news story about a railroad place,
submit it to the editor at arkyrail@outlook.com

THE SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS DEPOT TRAIL - Part 1
by J. L. Gattis
There are five counties between Texarkana and Little Rock (not counting the counties that these two cities
are in). Rail station structures that are over a century old remain in the county seats of four of the five counties;
in addition, there is another in a rail junction town. Five of the six stations are dated to the 1910s, and one to
the 1870s. These structures account for two operating railroad offices, three Amtrak stops, and three museums
that include some railroad content – yes, some buildings presently are serving more than one role.
The railroad that is the
common thread between
these towns – Hope, Prescott, Gurdon, Arkadelphia, and Malvern – was
first the Cairo & Fulton,
then the St Louis, Iron
Mountain & Southern,
next the Missouri Pacific,
and finally today’s Union
Pacific.
Now, Interstate 30 is
another thread connecting
these towns. It is about 70
miles along I-30 from
Hope to Malvern. Parallel
US 67 is slower, but closer to and in a few locales
adjacent to the tracks. Additionally, close to but not
on I-30, there is a depothoused display in Hot
Springs, and the former
Camden depot is a visitors’ center.
Before focusing on
these six depots, let’s first
backtrack and examine
Map of southwestern Arkansas railroads in the mid-1900s, with the five featured how the railroad came to
be.
towns in the Texarkana-to-Little Rock corridor highlighted.
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but first …

Backtracking: A Pipe Dream Became a Pipeline … Eventually
The diagonal corridor across Arkansas from near
the Missouri Bootheel thence southwestward toward
the northeast tip of Texas has been a significant transportation lane ever since westward expansion crossed
the Mississippi River. In frontier days, the northeast
end of this course was a funnel to and from centers
such as St Louis, and the Illinois town of Cairo at the
confluence of the Ohio and Mississippi. To the northwest of this diagonal line across Arkansas lay the
Ozark and Ouachita Mountains, a barrier to travel. To
the southeast, the terrain varies from flat to somewhat
rolling, and in some places swampy. The trails that
developed in this corridor reflected an early consensus as to what route constituted the optimal set of
traveler tradeoffs.

Two of the more prominent towns along what later
was termed the Southwest Trail were Little Rock in
central Arkansas, and Washington in the southwest
part of the state. Washington’s history reaches back
to territorial days. It served as one of the last stops
within the United States before emigrants entered
Texas, some to fight and die during Texas’ war for
independence in 1836. It is said that a blacksmith in
Washington fashioned a large knife for James Bowie.
Washington also served as the Confederate state capital during the latter stages of the Civil War. Another
noteworthy location was Fulton, where there was a
ferry carrying traffic on the road to Texas across what
was labeled the Big Bend of the Red River.

Langtree’s New Sectional Map of the State of Arkansas, by G. McCowan, 1866

The trails and towns of the far southwest corner of Arkansas, mapped before the railroads came.
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When the railroad fever epidemic reached what
was then The West, one of the prime targets for promoters was this corridor from southeastern Missouri
to northeastern Texas. The Cairo & Fulton (C&F)
was incorporated in 1853 in Arkansas to connect the
two namesake river ports, and Congress endowed it
with a generous land grant. But the line was pipe
dream; it was all talk and no rail. Only in the early
1870s did significant results finally appear, with con-
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struction of a five-foot gauge line extending diagonally across Arkansas. Some of the construction was
done by building northward from Little Rock.
In March 1874, the Railroad Gazette reported that
only one span of the Red River bridge remained uncompleted, and the assembly of a “Nutter patent carhoist” at Texarkana, where the 5 foot gauge shrank
back to 4 ft 8-½ inches.

The Colton company printed (circa 1871) this “Map showing the Line of the Cairo & Fulton”, implying that it
would be routed through Rockport and Washington, but bypass Archidelphia (Arkadelphia). In actuality, just
the reverse happened.
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Meanwhile, a Missouri version of the C&F had
been incorporated in 1854. The few miles of line built
in Missouri soon succumbed to either high water or
Civil War depredations. The state seized this road
when it defaulted. After private interests acquired it,
they eventually incorporated as Cairo, Arkansas &
Texas in 1872. The CA&T extended from Bird’s
Point, on the west bank of the Mississippi across
from Cairo, to Poplar Bluff. Also, the St Louis & Iron
Mountain created the Arkansas Branch to extend its
line southward to tie into the Arkansas version of the
C&F.
With the completion of a bridge across the Red
River at Fulton, there was a rail route all the way to
the new railroad town of Texarkana in 1874. The
C&F was roughly parallel to the Southwest Trail, but
shifted a little southeastward toward the flatlands. In
some cases, this meant that established towns were
supplanted by towns on the new railway line: the river town of Rockport was eclipsed by Malvern, old
Washington waned while newly-created Hope waxed.
With the progress of the railroad across Arkansas,
other lines tried to bloom. A line called the Ouachita
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Valley was reported to be proceeding with grading
from Arkadelphia to Camden in 1874.
The C&F road was barely completed before it, the
Cairo, Arkansas & Texas, and the St Louis & Iron
Mountain were consolidated into St Louis, Iron
Mountain & Southern (SLIM&S) in May 1874.
Jay Gould and his associates, having recently acquired control of the Missouri Pacific, in 1881 proceeded to purchase much of the SLIM&S stock, and
made SLIM&S in effect a part of MP. In 1917, in another reorganization after a default, the Iron Mountain lost its separate identity to that of the parent Missouri Pacific. Today, the rails of the former Cairo &
Fulton along with those of what was the Cotton Belt
are components of Union Pacific’s freight “pipeline”
between Texas and the Midwest. And the C&F is one
of the few lines west of the
Mississippi that still hosts
Amtrak service.
A 1911 combined
MP-IM herald.

Although Union Pacific now owns the rails, BNSF has running rights, so you never know what you will see
on the Texarkana—Little Rock corridor. Traffic is predominately but not exclusively northbound. - Photo by
J. L. Gattis
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Official Guide, February 1874
Even before the various roads were merged into the St Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern, they were sharing
a common listing in the Official Guides. The segment from St Louis to Belmont seems to have been the St
Louis & Iron Mountain; the segment through Poplar Bluff to Moark (near the state line) was termed the Arkansas Branch, and from Moark on to Texas was the Cairo & Fulton. The thinner line going east from Poplar
Bluff was the Cairo, Arkansas & Texas.
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These late 1873 and early 1874 timetables
included Arkadelphia and Gurdon, but neither
Malvern, Prescott, nor Hope appeared!

The November 1873 timetable presented service
only as far to the southwest as Fulton, while the January 1874 schedule showed service to Texarkana. The
Mail train required 10 hours to traverse the 145 miles between Little Rock and Texarkana, or averaged 14.5
miles per hour. Sources differ somewhat about the details; one version is that since rails reached Texarkana
before the bridge crossing the Red River was completed, for a while passengers were ferried across to continue on.
The makers of the January 1874 version failed to mention the connection at Texarkana with the Texas &
Pacific for Marshall, Longview, and Dallas. At Longview, one could continue deeper into Texas via the “Lone
Star Route”, the International & Great Northern. The July 1874 version did show schedules into Texas cities.
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Official Guide, September 1874
Although by mid-1874 the operating name was St Louis,
Iron Mountain & Southern, the map still labeled the lines as
St Louis & Iron Mountain extending from St Louis southward, then Cairo & Fulton across Arkansas to Texarkana.
The timetable noted the “Standard of Time” as that of St
Louis.
Malvern, Prescott, and Hope have now made it into the
schedule.
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End of Part 1 ; PART 2 is
scheduled for next month.

An 1881 Official Guide view of the St Louis, Iron Mountain & Southern in Arkansas.
The branch from Gurdon to Camden was extended southward to El Dorado in 1890, and later into northeastern Louisiana. Although not labeled as such, the segment shown between Malvern and Hot Springs was
owned by others, not by the Iron Mountain.
After the Texas & Pacific became firmly allied with the Missouri Pacific—Iron Mountain system, would the
Cotton Belt line extending southwestward from Texarkana have been granted a bold line weight?
And notice how Camden is incorrectly mapped. Camden should have been shown on the Ouachita, the
same river as Arkadelphia is beside.
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AMTRAK
BLACK
FRIDAY
FARE SALE
OOPS
You may have
seen this mentioned
in the Trains Newswire. In the adjacent
screenshot, the highlighted phrase “See
the California Rockies” … that is definitely an opportunity
to not miss, because
you would be the
first person ever to
see them.

WISH PAUL HARVEY WERE HERE FOR THE REST OF THE STORY
It’s been in
the news lately
that the Western
New York &
Pennsylvania has
been sending locomotives to the
Arkansas & Missouri shop in
Springdale for
rehabilitation and
repainting. It appears that
WNY&P No. 6005 already had fresh paint when seen at Billings, Mo.,
west of Springfield on November 19. This six-axle unit was positioned
just behind the four leading BNSF four-axle units pulling what seemed
to the be Springfield Local LSPR8171, a day train which runs from
Springfield to Monett and back, interchanging cars with the A&M at
Monett. At the moment captured, the train was one of two trains on the
line waiting in sidings.
But why was an already-painted locomotive being transported westward toward Monett and back toward the A&M?

HIT ME WITH YOUR BEST SHOT
(with apologies to Pat Benatar)
Did you get a good snapshot of
Big Boy when it came through in
November?
Send the editor your best Big
Boy photo from November
2019, for publication in the
Scrambler. G4trains@gmail.com.

