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UPCOMING 2019 SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS
June 20
- Annual Chapter “Show and Tell”
July 18
- Dick Hovey - “KCS and Railroad Scanning”
August 15 - TBD

Contributing to THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER: Submissions to the newsletter are welcome. Send content (articles, stories, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to editor
Mike Sypult at arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the
SCRAMBER is the 9th day of each month. The editor reserves the
right to edit, hold or omit material at his discretion.
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From the President…
If you read either TRAINS or RAILFAN/
RAILROAD there is usually at least one news item
about a railroad rebuilding or updating some of
their motive power. Recently, ex-UP SD9043s
have been remanufactured with 710 series prime
movers and AC traction.
Various GP-38s and GP-40s have been rebuilt with new electronics,
cabs, etc. Older geeps and switchers are also getting life extensions.
Clare and I have updated several things around the house (new roof
and new HVAC system with more updates planned for the future).

THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER is
published 12 times each year by the
Arkansas Boston Mountains Chapter,
National Railway Historical Society
Inc, PO Box 1303, Springdale, Arkansas 72765-1303. Opinions expressed
herein may not reflect the official position of the ABMT Chapter or the National Railway Historical Society.
Editor…………………..Mike Sypult
Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in THE
ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER monthly
newsletters. Please send corrections to
arkyrail@outlook.com. We welcome
your input!
Arkansas Boston Mountains Chapter, National Railway Historical Society Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)(3)
educational organization incorporated
under the laws of the State of Arkansas.

Meetings of the membership are open
to the public on the third Thursday of
each month at 7:00pm at the ADA
compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad
Museum at the Arkansas & Missouri
Depot located on Emma Avenue in
downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter months are not held
when the Springdale public schools are
closed due to inclement weather. Visitors are welcome at all chapter meetings. Visit our website at:

www.arkrailfan.com
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Now, what do these two diverse subjects have in common? No matter
how much you change or update the systems, the basic structure or
chassis is unchanged. Diesel loco chassis and house frames are subject
to fatigue and, ultimately, failure. We bemoan the scrapping of Baldwin, ALCo, and early GE diesels. I should also mention EMD’s cab
and switchers. Many were lost to simple structural fatigue. Houses
wear out and are torn down.
Eventually, the only place we will see first generation diesel locomotives is in museums, mounted and stuffed due to scarcity of parts. This
may also be true of second generation diesels.
The bottom line is this, get your pictures and videos NOW. Eventually
even today’s newest models will grow old and obsolete, whether
houses or diesel locomotives.
- Gary McCullah

WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members!
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year. Please make
checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National Railway Historical Society is $50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per
annum. Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.

2019 DIRECTORY OF OFFICERS
President………………..Gary McCullah
Vice President…………..Larry Cain
Secretary………………..Malcolm Cleaveland
Treasurer………………..Rose Ann Hofer
Membership…………….Malcolm Cleaveland
Dist.7 Nat. Director…….Ken Eddy
Nat. Representative……..Jim Gattis
Editor ……………….....Mike Sypult
Program Director……….Hugh Harris
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THE RUSTED SPIKE TOUR
by J.L. Gattis and Kenneth Eddy
In early May, two members of the Arkansas—Boston Mountains Chapter trekked to Utah for the annual convention at Salt Lake City, held to coincide with the National Park Service and Union Pacific Railroad commemorating the 150th anniversary of completing the Transcontinental Railroad, 10 May 1869 at Promontory.
The Railway & Locomotive Historical Society and the historical societies of the Southern Pacific and of the
Union Pacific concurrently held their conventions in Ogden.
If you want to know why we called this the “Rusted Spike Tour”, then you will need to be at the June chapter meeting.
PART 1: THE WAY WEST

For those readers who like a sense of geographic perspective, we have included a few maps.

Passing through Winfield, Kansas, Ken spotted something far down a side street on the rails of the South Kansas &
Oklahoma, which turned out to be a refugee from another
Watco-line and certainly a finalist in the “most unusual herald”
competition.
The Birmingham Terminal is a descendent of the Birmingham Southern Railroad (with most unfortunate reporting
marks), which had been an operation of U.S. Steel. Watco acquired it in 2012 and renamed it.
- ALL PHOTOS BY THE AUTHORS
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We spotted this Frisco gem, not relabeled and almost graffiti free, in the former Burlington Route yard at
McCook, Neb. McCook was where the timetable showed the change from Central to Mountain time, and was one
of the few Denver Zephyr stops west of Lincoln.

In the big sky country immediately to the southwest of Cheyenne, Wyo., is the Swan Ranch Railroad, yes
another Watco line with an interesting herald, shown in the upper right inset. The road serves an industrial
park/logistics center located at the junctions of Interstates 25 and 80, and of the UP and BNSF (former Burlington line from Denver to Billings); the tops of a passing UP train are visible between the dip in background and
the horizon. Here, the history is not with the railroad, which began in 2011, but rather with the “Swan Ranch”
name, which goes back to the frontier and cattle baron days.
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The impressive Union Pacific station in Cheyenne, which once hosted a fleet of yellow-and-gray streamliners, stands in testimony to the importance it once held in Wyoming. At the other end of the street that terminates at the station’s front door is the state capitol, about 0.6 mile away.

Immediately south of the station are the Union Pacific’s roundhouse and shop. Among the pieces parked
in the background area are a somewhat faded C&NW diesel, an SP coach in Daylight colors, and a few cabooses.
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On the expansive prairie west of Cheyenne, the Union Pacific constructed a monument in the 1880s to the
Ames brothers. Placed a few hundred feet from the original transcontinental line, it was near the route’s highest
point, close to the town of Sherman.
Brothers Oakes and Oliver used the Ames family wealth, made by in part by producing shovels for the
California Gold Rush trade, as a springboard for greater achievements. Oliver became president of the Union
Pacific, and Oakes was influential in the House of Representatives. Both were tainted by the Credit Mobilier
scandal, involving alleged overcharges for railroad construction and bribes.
Decades later, the railroad was rerouted a few miles to the south, thus dropping to a lower elevation and
bypassing the windswept Dale Creek Bridge. As a result, both the rails and Sherman vanished into the past.
The vast open spaces near the monument that emptied after the UP relocation are now being repopulated,
this time with large-acre residential tracts.
And yes, that is snow in the right foreground, a remnant from the previous week’s storm.
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In conjunction with the Sesquicentennial, Union Pacific’s just-revived Big Boy No. 4014 led a classic consist from Cheyenne to Ogden, accompanied by much fanfare and thousands of spectators. At stops along the
way, such as this one at Evanston, Wyo., the public was allowed on property for close-up views. Hotels that normally have plenty of vacancies that time of year were booked solid, and restaurants in the small towns along the
way enjoyed booming business.
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Along those parts of the train’s route that were within eyesight of Interstate 80, normally 75 and 80 mile
per hour traffic slowed to city street speeds due to congestion. At any location where there was access, spectators
and photographers were waiting.
The Wednesday morning run from Evanston to Ogden was made in a foggy drizzle, barely above freezing.
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PART 2: IN UTAH

Once in the northeast Utah area, we shot area short lines and transit before the NRHS activities began
on Wednesday.
For the local media, the Sesquicentennial celebration was big news. For example, an evening production on the local PBS station documented the involvement of the LDS Church with the final stages of railroad
construction in Utah. According to the show, the railroads hid from Brigham Young as long as they could the
fact that they were bypassing Salt Lake City. Young wanted the economic benefits the railroad would bring,
but at the same time was less than enthusiastic about the outside influences that came with it. Both CP and UP
contracted through Brigham Young and the Church for Mormon laborers. However, Union Pacific’s financial
shenanigans included an overdue bill of almost $1 million for this work. Young finally settled for about
$750,000 worth of track and equipment to go toward the Utah Central that would connect Salt Lake City with
Ogden. In a closed-door meeting, Young told the laborers that they would not be paid.

The Salt Lake Garfield & Western presently switches industries west of central Salt Lake City. Given
that much of their trackage is not accessible from public roads, we were quite lucky to catch them switching commuter rail car bodies at the Stadler plant.
This company began as the LDS Church-owned Saltair Railway near the end of the nineteenth century,
which stayed quite busy ferrying people to and from the Saltair Beach Resort beside the Great Salt Lake. The
line was electrified during World War I.
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NRHS made use of both the Salt Lake City Trax light rail system and the FrontRunner commuter service to ferry attendees to and from Ogden on Thursday. The light rail line from the hotel went right past the former Union Pacific station, still in all of its glory. Oddly enough, even though we think of both the former SP-UP
pair in Ogden and the WP-D&RGW pair in Salt Lake City as being East-West transcontinental routes, the rails
by both of these stations as well as by the UP’s had and have a north-south orientation.
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On Thursday, May 9, all railfan eyes were on Ogden, and Ogden reciprocated by going all out. UP did its
part by having both No. 844 and the newly restored Big Boy No. 4014 head-to-head.
The theme of the UP celebration was the word “Done”, the same word telegraphed 150 years ago to
Americans waiting to hear of the completion. Speakers opined that the completion of the Transcontinental Railroad was perhaps the first national media event, in that crowds across the country were informed by telegraph
and began to celebrate.

Ogden’s once notorious 25th Street was closed to motor vehicles
to accommodate pedestrians. After the ceremonies concluded, crowds
milled among the street vendors and the historical exhibits inside and
outside of the former Union Station. The mural on the horse depicts an
earlier incarnation of the depot that a fire destroyed.

Among the attractions at Ogden was the musical group The
Altar Billies, from Santa Ana, Cal. They had written and performed
“Ballad of the Big Boy”, celebrating the return of that massive locomotive. The song can be heard on their Facebook page, or YouTube
[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AHzN7UCjki8].
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On Friday, charter buses carried Society members northward to the Golden Spike National Historic Park
at the Promontory site, whose status had recently been upgraded from that of “Site”.
In the warm sun where the Promontory labor camp once stood, well over 10,000 folks gathered. The Secretaries of Transportation and Interior were there, along with other Utah officials. The observance included
prayers and inspirational words from dignitaries, descendants of the Chinese and Irish laborers, and the native
Americans whose way of life would be forever changed. Actors re-enacted the original last spikes ceremony and
the meeting of the Central Pacific and Union Pacific locomotives, optimistically symbolizing the union of a nation
so recently battered by the Civil War. Both Ken and Jim opined that the keynote speech from Pulitzer Prize winning historian Jon Meacham was actually meaningful and worthwhile.
Band music was punctuated by a fighter jet fly-over, and followed by a locally produced musical to bring
alive history from 150 years ago. In addition to the usual assortment of food, drink, and souvenir vendors, the
Post Office offered first-day commemorative stamps.
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PART 3: THE ILL FATED EXCURSION

On Saturday, the NRHS’s Heber Valley Railroad excursion trip came to an abrupt and premature end
when the locomotive and business car No. 100 derailed, before the rear of the train had even left the yard area.
After attempts to rerail the locomotive were unsuccessful, the train was annulled and 2019 Convention riders
reboarded buses to return north toward Salt Lake City. Alas, no excursion, no runbys. Fortunately, there were
no initial reports of injuries to people. The following photos chronicle the sequence in the aftermath of the derailment, for undoubtedly one of the shortest excursions ever.

Coming to rest at the north edge of 650 South Street, both the front and the rear trucks of business car No. 100
went on the ground.
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Neither the street nor the locomotive went unscathed as No. 296 continued to the far side of the crossing.
A rerailing wedge was employed to raise engine No. 296 back onto the rails.
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Strain as it might, initial attempts to get back on track were unsuccessful.
Next, wooden blocks were brought in to help the locomotive ramp up to the rails. (According to a May 16
Trains newswire story, UP crews used the same technique to rerail Big Boy in the Rawlings, Wyo., yard.)
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A front-end loader tried to provide extra rerailing muscle, but to no avail.
Try as they might, rerailing was not to be, so the crew tied down the locomotive.
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A chain to the coupler allowed a front-end loader to move the last couple of cars off a trailing switch.
Once the cars at the train’s end were pulled away, then one of the other working locomotives moved up to couple
on and pull most of the train back into the yard.

PART 4: THE RETURN EAST

On Sunday morning, May 12, railfans, many if not most armed with cameras, formed a reception line
along the return route of the Big Boy and train from Ogden eastward to Evanston, Wyo.
Here, the train comes out of a tunnel and crosses a bridge east of Morgan, Utah. A couple of hundred
other people also though this would be a great spot to get a photo, too. The tunnel acted like a megaphone to
broadcast the “mighty rush of the engine” long before emerging into view.
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ABOVE: Train coming out of the tunnel at Morgan, Utah. BELOW: Ken took photos as Jim navigated
the congested traffic on Interstates 84 and 80, headed back toward Wyoming. These included the next to last
coach, the Little Rock, and the train working upgrade in Echo Canyon, as it passed a westbound freight.
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The train working upgrade in Echo Canyon, as it passed a westbound freight.

By random chance, we happened upon a singular event on the V&S Railway in Medicine Lodge, Kansas.
Engineer (and General Manager) Tom Ponder, who has been with the V&S for a dozen years, can see retirement
down the road, and his conductor of five years, Brittany, expressed a desire to sit on the right side of the cab. So,
after a number of months of instruction, May 13 was her first day of practice at the throttle.
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The blue No. 1001 is an EMD SW900 (V-8 engine) dating from 1957. Their other locomotive, No. 3536, is
an all-black HR412 from the early 1980s; it previously ran on the now defunct Southern Manitoba. The V&S still
makes use of the former ATSF depot
The V&S extends from the
BNSF main line at Attica to
Medicine Lodge, where it
serves a National Gypsum
plant. This former Santa Fe
line once went as far as Belvidere, where it joined another
one of the many Santa Fe
branches that once blanketed
southern Kansas. A&K Railroad Materials purchased the
line in 2000. The schedule and
map are excerpted from a 1953
timetable.
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All in all, there was a lot a great history, some missed photos, but a lot of low-probability lucky shots.
EXTRA
Not related to railroads, in the little burg of Norton in far northwest Kansas, someone has restored not
one but two “museum piece” old-style service stations, along First Avenue in downtown.
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ABMT NRHS CHAPTER MINUTES ̶ May 16, 2019
Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the Reilly
McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. Meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM by
the President, Gary McCullah. 13 members and guests present, including new attendee Raymond Anders, an
A&M employee. April minutes were approved.
The Treasurer, Rosanne Hofer, was absent, so there was no Treasurer’s report. Mike Sypult, the Scrambler
editor, is in Texas because of a death in the family.
Hugh Harris, who is the NRHS National Membership Chair said that national membership renewals now
stand more than 5,600, up from about 4,500 two years ago and the organization is solvent because of reorganization.

Old Business: The question was raised, what is the status of Alex Holtby’s attendance at railcamp? The Secretary emailed the Holtby’s and Ms. Rebecca Gerstung, the NRHS Railcamp contact, to find out. Ms.
Gerstung said that James Holtby, Alex’s father, is coordinating with the East Railcamp Director on travel
plans, so all is good. Mr. Holtby confirmed this.
New Business: Hugh Harris is our presentations coordinator. He needs help, more specifically volunteers to
make presentations. His email is hughrharris@aol.com. He will give a presentation on the history of steam
power in the September-October time frame. Chuck Girard will do a presentation on the Depots of Ft. Smith
in the fall also.
Train Talk: Dick Hovey has transferred some LP records of sounds of RRs to digital media and will give it to
anyone who provides him with a thumb drive. Chuck said there is going to be a MoPac historical event in October, stay tuned for more information. Dick Hovey said that the universe (including railroads) is ruled by the
Laws of Thermodynamics: 1st: Energy in a closed system stays constant, but becomes more distributed
(entropy); 2nd: Entropy always increases (there is energy loss, there are no perfect devices), even when there
is the superficial appearance of violation; Summarized in familiar terms: You can’t win, you can’t break even
and you can’t get out of the game. Hugh Harris contributed some interesting information about steam, including atmospheric pressure engines used before people could make boilers, that he will elaborate on in a program this fall.
Program: Mitch Marmel screened a DVD from AETN, Steel Rails in Arkansas.
- Malcolm K. Cleaveland, Secretary
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