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Missouri Pacific in Fort Smith Part 4: The Diesel Era

It is Christmas Day 1956 and ALCO PA-2 #8021 prepares to depart from the Fort Smith, Arkansas passenger
station with holiday travelers on train #126. - Louis A. Marre photo

Contributing to THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER: Submissions to the newsletter are welcome. Send content (articles, stories, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to editor Mike Sypult at
arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the SCRAMBER is the 9th day of each month. The editor reserves
the right to edit, hold or omit material at his discretion.
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From the President…
I received a copy of the Kalmbach publication
Mountain Railroads for Christmas. Many of the
most notable railroad passes are mentioned such as
Cajon, Saluda, and Horseshoe Curve.
Maybe each of you has one favorite aspect of railroads that keeps drawing your attention. If you do,
write a short article on that interest and why it fascinates you.

THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER is
published 12 times each year by the
Arkansas Boston Mountains Chapter,
National Railway Historical Society
Inc, PO Box 1303, Springdale, Arkansas 72765-1303. Opinions expressed
herein may not reflect the official position of the ABMT Chapter or the National Railway Historical Society.
Editor…………………..Mike Sypult
Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in THE
ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER monthly
newsletters. Please send corrections to
arkyrail@outlook.com. We welcome
your input!
Arkansas Boston Mountains Chapter, National Railway Historical Society Inc. is a non-profit, 501(c)(3)
educational organization incorporated
under the laws of the State of Arkansas.

Meetings of the membership are open
to the public on the third Thursday of
each month at 7:00pm at the ADA
compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad
Museum at the Arkansas & Missouri
Depot located on Emma Avenue in
downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter months are not held
when the Springdale public schools are
closed due to inclement weather. Visitors are welcome at all chapter meetings. Visit our website at:

www.arkrailfan.com
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For me, Donner Pass has been that one stretch of railroad that captured my attention. Starting with the ill-fated party of the same name
through the avalanches (City of San Francisco) to the heavy duty
steam and diesel power used to move freight and fight snow, Donner
Pass has always had a certain allure. I have ridden the California
Zephyr over Donner several times in both directions. Though changes
have been made in the track alignment, it is still the same challenge
that was faced 150 years ago. The scenery is still fantastic. Those who
have operated over it will likely have at least one interesting story to
tell about operations on Donner. I don’t have the space to present all
the aspects of Donner Pass that have enthralled me, but even if it were
to be abandoned, it would still be fascinating.
Now, it’s your turn. Write an article on what fascinates you and submit the article to Mike Sypult for publication.

I want to thank all who helped at the train show. If I tried to list the
workers, I would probably miss somebody. If you did not make it to
the train show, you missed an excellent show. The venue at the Benton County Fairgrounds was packed. We had at least 250 kids operate
the G-scale layout (we ran out of certificates) and there was always a
crowd around Mitch’s O-scale display. I am looking forward to next
year’s show. - Gary McCullah
WELCOME ABOARD all new and renewing members!
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year. Please make
checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National Railway Historical Society is $50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per
annum. Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.
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Fort Smith Railroad
Memories

[EDITOR’S NOTE: We begin this issue of THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER with a very interesting narrative written by the late Elmo Rebsamen in a letter
written to Dr. Louis A. Marre. Enjoy!]

they started building the concrete highways into Fort
Smith. The Suburban then put on a 14-car gravel train
each day. Because of the hill from Kenkead Avenue to
the brick plant, the train came to Kenkead Avenue
with seven cars in front of the locomotive and seven in
the rear. Prior to reaching Kenkead Avenue they left
the rear seven cars and pushed the front seven cars
beyond the brick plant, then returned for the other 7
cars.

I grew up in Fort Smith on Alabama Avenue near the
(Missouri Pacific) Suburban railroad tracks. My first
event was, as a kid, playing near the tracks and watching a runaway boxcar come down hill, from the brick
plant, and watch it cross Grand Avenue at speed and
not hit anything. It derailed on a curve just past “O”
Street . Then a switch engine came thrashing by at top
speed chasing the boxcar!

In the journal of the Fort Smith Historical Society
Volume 16 Number 1 of April 1992 (CLICK HERE to
read) there are two chapters of interest. The first is a
story of the Fort Smith & Western Railroad, mostly
about closing it down. The other is an article (on page
30) by Franklin Wilder about his Uncle Oscar Miles for years he was the lawyer in Fort Smith for the Missouri Pacific Railroad.

There were two round trips per day by the switchers as
at that time there was not a crossing over the Frisco
tracks. There were a lot of customers on the suburban
before trucks and the depression. About 1927-28, the
abandoned quarry at “O” Street was reopened when

In the article by Mr. Wilder he writes; “Harry Kelley
told me personally one time of Colonel Miles employing him to get all the land right of ways on which to
build the Suburban railroad in Fort Smith as a spur for
the Missouri Pacific railroad. Miles called Kelly into

By Elmo S. Rebsamen Jr. - March 17, 1997

Before the days of two man crews, a full complement of five trainmen bring the Fort Smith Suburban local past
Creekmore Park in Fort Smith where Louis Marre captured this view in July 1961. The man at the far left is Mr.
Everett Pogue, the late grandfather of chapter member John Dill. - Louis A. Marre photo
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When not chasing stray boxcars, the MoPac crew on the Fort Smith Suburban walked the top of freight cars performing daring feats of bygone railroading. July 2, 1960. - Louis A. Marre photo

his office and told him what he wanted. He didn't ask
the price or cost, he just told Kelly to buy the land.
Kelly did and later brought the deeds and his bill to
Colonel Miles. Miles had a check made out to him at,
at once, for payment in full!”
Mr. Harcrow was the foreman of car repairs at the
Frisco shops. He was called out early one Saturday
morning in 1929 for the wreck train, and I received a
call saying that the morning southbound passenger had
wrecked a couple miles north of Van Buren. We
jumped on our bicycles and went through Van Buren
to the wreck site. The switch bar had been damaged
and the points floated open. The locomotive was on its
side - with coal and the tender jammed into the cab,
killing both enginemen. The first three cars derailed
but were upright.
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My last two years at Fayetteville, before World War
II, I lived in a boarding house near the Frisco station.
The evening freight out of Fort Smith stopped and did
some switching at Fayette Junction. From a dead stop
it had to travel to the top of the hill beyond the station.
Nobody went to sleep in that area until the train
passed over the hill. Sometime after midnight, a few
times it would stall and what a long night as the crew
would have to double the hill!
I was told that the Frisco’s Fort Smith line had two
restrictions. First, the Winslow Tunnel restricted the
size of the locomotive and the Cassville, Missouri hill
limited the tonnage it could pull without helper service. I remember the helper engine stationed at Chester to haul up the hill to Winslow. When extra cars
were in the passenger train, such as at Christmas, they
were also pushed to Winslow.
March 2019

Before the cattle auctions were built in Moffett, Oklahoma, Joe Bonner had a mule auction in a large building north of Grand Avenue at the Suburban tracks.
Many a time in warm weather we kids would see a
switcher with two or three cattle cars of mules ahead
of the locomotive and would run down to watch them
unload. They had a time limit on livestock between
watering periods so sometimes this occurred after
dark.

leave, the railroad employees had a USO for service
people at Monett, Missouri where the St. Louis train
was made into two trains. It is unbelievable the number of service men the Frisco employees and USO fed
- mostly coffee and donuts. There were several trains
per day on the main line there.
When I was a kid, the Fort Smith & Western station
was at Garrison Avenue and 10th Street. Later the site
was a bus station. The FS&W track ended with a
bumper at the sidewalk along Garrison Avenue. When
I was about five years old, my father took my brother
and myself to the Fort Smith and Western station to
see Santa arrive on Christmas Eve. The train backed
the observation car to the end of track and Santa
tossed out bags of gifts to the kids.

My friend Bill Freeman's father was a mechanic at the
Frisco roundhouse. He inspected the northbound passenger locomotive each evening at Union Station, and
about 1934 he found a broken tire on one of the driving wheels. He said it must have just broken crossing a
frog in a switch track, for at speed it would have come
apart due to the centrifugal force and wreck the train.
Later he showed me the letter from the President of
When I was a Boy Scout, I remember one hike was
the Frisco commending him for finding the cracked
from Waldron Road, north of “O” Street, along an
wheel.
abandoned railroad embankment. It went through the
Cons Wilson's farm to the Arkansas River bank and
During Christmas 1944-45, while going home on
along the river bank east to Wildcat Mountain. It

The nondescript former Fort Smith & Western station as it appeared in December 1959. The FS&W was abandoned in August 1939 and the Missouri Pacific assumed operations of the FS&W Fort Smith yard a month later.
- Louis A. Marre photo
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seemed to end there but we wondered if it had gone
along the face of the Shale Bluff next to the River. I
figure the river must have washed it away. I have often wondered why the embankment was built. Did it
go into Barling?
During the Arkansas River floods of 1944, the approaches to the Kansas City Southern bridge in Oklahoma washed away when the water flooded over the
rails. Temporary trestles were built to get the railroad
back into service. The KCS decided that the bridge
should be raised several feet to clear further floods.
The superintendent of the bridge construction work
lived in my mother’s apartment in when I was discharged from the service in 1945, he told me this sad
story:
When the contractors were building the Army camp at
Chaffee and in Oklahoma, they were paid a cost-plus
fee on all labor and materials. To increase the costplus, the Kansas City Southern allowed the contractor
to dump carloads of rails off the bridge into the river.
It was so much that it created a rusty rail reef several
feet high across the river. When the floods came, the
clearances under the bridge were restricted. The water
rose above and over the tracks and the approach was
washed out.

The bridge contractors had to reinforce the piers to
hold the additional height. A caisson was flared
around a pier and was sunk to the bottom. When the
workers went down inside the caisson to dig to bedrock, they found the reef of rails. They could not easily remove the rusty rails, so the superintendent
stopped work and called his office in Kansas City.
This was unknown to the railroad Engineering Department. The railroad said, “Remove all rails to clear the
channel and to keep the army engineering core happy.” It was all covered up from any legal action.

doing a lot of damage. The old Frisco shops looked
untouched. It was a miserable looking yard compared
to how to I remembered it from years ago. What surprised me was that the furniture district is all gone, not
from the tornado. I remember the Garrison Furniture
Company the Ward Furniture Company the Lillard
Mirror Company, the Fort Smith Kitchen Cabinet
Company, Ballman Cummings Company, and the
Ayres Furniture Company - all gone now.
We followed the tornado path through north Fort
Smith and then went over Mount Vista into North Van
Buren. Over 500 homes were damaged there. North
Van Buren surprised me for when I lived there before
World War II, that area was farmland. Now it is built
solid from Van Buren to Interstate 40.
My father was upset that the Mr. Kelly of the Kelly
Real Estate Company helped keep the Ford Motor Car
assembly plant out of Fort Smith. Before the depression, the Ford Motor Car Company wanted to build an
assembly plant in Fort Smith as it was favorably located for distributing autos to the southwest. My father
said that because Ford paid high wages, the members
of the Chamber of Commerce did not want the plant in
Fort Smith. Mr. Kelly's company controlled the land
along the railroad tracks and would not sell to Ford.
Ford then went to Oklahoma City with all those good
jobs and rail traffic.
The Midland Valley Railroad had a gas electric coach
for passenger service. We called it the “doodlebug.”
The last time I was in Tulsa, I was shown the Midland
Valley bridge over the Arkansas River. It had been
converted to a hiking path.

At one time we had seven railroads in Fort Smith. The
Arkansas Central, the Midland Valley, Frisco, Missouri Pacific, Kansas City Southern, Fort Smith &
Western, and the Fort Smith Suburban (a switching
Last year I received a clipping from Fort Smith which road.)
read that the Arcola Sand and Gravel Company at Van
Buren had made an agreement with the Missouri and I hope you enjoy these memories from the past.
Arkansas Railroad for shipping for concrete work
about 6,000 carloads of sand per year from Van Buren Elmo S Rebsamen Jr. was born on October 31, 1917.
to Northwest Arkansas and Southwest Missouri. That He died on July 11, 2005 at age 87 and buried in the
order should keep the small railroad alive and proba- Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, Florida. Mr.
bly add an additional Alco to their trains to get over
Rebsamen served in the US Navy during World War
the hill to Winslow.
II.
This past July we visited Fort Smith and we followed
the path of the tornado of last Spring (1996). The tornado came down at 2nd Street and Garrison Avenue,
tore up a couple blocks of Garrison Avenue and went
north into the commercial district and railroad tracks,
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Missouri Pacific in Fort Smith Part 4: The
Diesel Era Photo Album
Photos from the Louis A. Marre collection

ABOVE: A 1939 product of the Electro Motive Division of General Motors, SW-1 #9004 assumes the duties recently
handled by 0-6-0 steam locomotives in Fort Smith, ca. 1955 - Charles Winters photo BELOW: Sleek EMD E-8 #7019
powers today’s passenger train in Fort Smith in March 1957. – Louis A. Marre photo
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ABOVE AND BELOW: Two views of train #126 on two different days in Fort Smith, March 1957. Sister units 7013
and 7014 are EMD E-7A units built in 1947 and 1948 respectively. – Louis A, Marre photos
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ABOVE: The engineer of ALCO PA-1 #8005 prepares to depart the Fort Smith station on a cold, rainy March 5, 1957.
BELOW: On April 2, 1957, train #126 has just crossed the Helen Gould bridge and is turning south on the wye before
backing in to the Fort Smith station. – Both photos Louis A. Marre
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ABOVE: ALCO PA-1 #8005 poses in Ft. Smith with train #125 in April 1957. BELOW: A few months later, E-7
#7005 handles the passenger duties in Fort Smith. - Louis A. Marre photos
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ABOVE AND BELOW: In June 1957, we find two types of early passenger diesel locomotives on display in Fort
Smith. First, E-8A #7021 backs into the station with train #125. Below, F7A #591 prepares train #125 for departure.
- Louis A. Marre photos
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ABOVE AND BELOW: These June 1957 views find E-7A #7007 in charge of train #126 at the Fort Smith station.
7007 on paper belonged to MoPac subsidiary International-Great Northern. – Louis A. Marre photos

Page 12 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

March 2019

ABOVE AND BELOW: Two views of train #125 at the Fort Smith station on different days in
the summer of 1957. Above on August 21, E-7A #7011 stands by as express and mail are being
loaded. Below, in July, ALCO PA-2 #8009 idles before departing westward across the Helen
Gould Arkansas River Bridge. – Louis A. Marre photos

Page 13 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

March 2019

Built in October 1941, elegant EMD E-6A #7002 powers this August 1957 train in Fort Smith. – Louis A. Marre
photo
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ABOVE: EMD Geep #4306 idles at the Fort Smith engine facility in February 1958. The building in the background
is the notorious Miss Laura’s Social Club, still standing today. BELOW: Train #125 prepares to depart Fort Smith in
July 1958. – Louis A. Marre photos
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ABOVE AND BELOW: Train #125 backs into the Fort Smith station in August 1958 with E-6A #7003 doing the honors. – Louis A. Marre photos
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Having just departed the Fort Smith station, E-7A #7008 hustles the varnish northward toward Greenwood Junction where it will meet the main line. Notice the Moffett, Oklahoma stock yards to the left. - Louis A. Marre photo
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ABOVE: Christmas Day 1958 is just four days away as GP7 #4280 rests between switching assignments in downtown
Ft. Smith. BELOW: GP7 #4129 brings the local into Fort Smith on September 3, 1959. – Louis A. Marre photos
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ABOVE: On December 20, 1959, GP7 #4229 works along the Ft. Smith
Suburban belt line. BELOW: ALCO PA-2 #8032 crosses over the Helen
Gould Bridge into Oklahoma. – Louis A. Marre photos
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Crossing under the “tell-tale” for the Helen Gould Bridge, ALCO PA-2 #8032 accelerates west with Train #126
on December 29, 1959. – Louis A. Marre photo

Coming Next Month in THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
Join us for Part 5 of the Missouri Pacific in Fort Smith - 1960 to the current
day with photos documenting the transition to the Union Pacific and the
startup of today’s Fort Smith Railroad.
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24th Annual Arkansas Railroad Museum Railroadiana Show & Sale
Pine Bluff, Arkansas – March 1, 2019 – The Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society, Inc., announces the 24th Annual Arkansas Railroad Museum Railroadiana Show & Sale to be held at the Arkansas Railroad Museum at
1700 Port Road in Pine Bluff on Saturday, April 6, 2019 from 9am until 4pm.
Admission is $5.00 for adults and children over 12, $2.00 for children 6 to 12 years of age and free for children under 6 with a paying adult. Please note that at this time admission and gift shop purchases are by cash or
check only. However, many vendors do accept credit or debit cards.
Railroad memorabilia, books, model trains, track and accessories in all scales will be available for purchase
from over 30 vendors occupying over 100 tables. Last years show had a record number of vendors and we
hope to better that this year.
Among some of the items on display will be the Cotton Belt Engine 819, the last steam engine built in Arkansas in the very building the show is located. The engine is over 100 feet long and weights in at 750,000
pounds. Also see historic passenger cars, kitchen car, guard car, cabooses and a massive snowplow.
See model layouts from model train clubs. Some layouts will fit on a small table, while others will fill a three
car garage. There may even be a miniature circus layout to entertain and amaze you. Door prizes announced
every hour.
Check out our webpage at www.arkansasrailroadmuseum.org and see many other fascinating things about the
museum and the show.
Join us for this fun festival, where there is something for every member of the family.
All proceeds of this show go to benefit the Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society, Inc., a 501(c)3 organization
dedicated to the restoration, display, preservation and protection of artifacts and railroad history for the benefit
of past, present and future generations interested in the railroad heritage of Arkansas and various other past
and present railroads in the United States. The Society operates and is headquartered at the Arkansas Railroad
Museum.
For information contact: Elizabeth Gaines
Arkansas Railroad Museum
870-535-8819.
Email: arkrrmus@yahoo.com

Ozarks Model Railroad Association
Spring 2019 Train Show
Springfield, Missouri
Saturday, March 23, 2019

We will have layouts in multiple scales, and our vendors will have over
150 tables of railroad related items. The show is at the Springfield Expo
Center, 635 St Louis Street, Springfield, MO on Saturday, March 23,
2019 and runs from 9am to 3pm.
Admission is $7, children under 12 are free.

CLICK HERE for website
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All ABOARD!

Climb aboard and join us for the

24th Annual Railroadiana Show and Sale
Saturday, April 6, 2019
9:00 AM until 4:00 PM
All Scales G, S, O, HO, N and Z - Buy, Sell or Trade.
Railroad Memorabilia and Collectables - Hourly Door Prizes!
See Historic Engines, Passenger Cars, Cabooses and Massive Snowplow.
Admission: $5 - Adults, $2 – Children age 6-12, Under 6 - Free with paying adult

1700 Port Road, Pine Bluff, AR

870-535-8819

Sponsored By:
The Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society, Inc.
The Arkansas Railroad Museum

www.arkansasrailroadmuseum.org
The Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society, Inc., is a nonprofit (501)(c)(3) organization dedicated to the restoration, display, preservation and protection
of artifacts and railroad history for the benefit of past, present and future generations interested in the railroad heritage of Arkansas and various other
past and present railroads in the United States. The Society operates and is headquartered at the Arkansas Railroad Museum.

In Memoriam - Chapter member Ernestine Ussery
Ernestine Ussery, 87 of Springdale, Arkansas went
to be with Jesus on March 14th, 2019. She was born
to Ernest and Alphia Connors Walters on June 8,
1931 in Kansas City, Missouri.
Graduating from Manuel High School in Kansas
City, in 1948, she attended John Brown University
where she met her Bill. They were married December 17, 1949. Ernestine enjoyed working in the
nursery at First Baptist Church, Springdale for many
years and selling Avon. She made friends with everyone she met and always had a big smile.
She was preceded in death by her parents and one
grandson, Sam Ford.
She is survived by her husband, William H. “Bill”
Ussery; five children, Stephen, Bill (Melissa) all of
Springdale, John (Pam) of Kansas City, Missouri,
Nancy Ford (Dan) of Fruita, Colorado and Dr. David
(Colleen) of Little Rock, fourteen grandchildren and
twelve great grandchildren.
Funeral services were held at Oak Grove Baptist
Church at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, March 18, 2019
with Pastor Guy Durkee officiating. Burial followed
at the Fayetteville National Cemetery.

UPCOMING 2019 SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS
March 21 - Nick Ybarra - The Frisco 4524 and Railroad Historical Museum in Springfield,
MO
April 18 - Mitch Marmell - Trolleys
May 16 - TBD
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ABMT NRHS CHAPTER MINUTES ̶ February 21, 2019
Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the Reilly
McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by
the President, Gary McCullah. 24 members and guests present.
The minutes of the January meeting were approved.
Ken Eddy, District 7 Representative, said that the March meeting will be held in Birmingham and attendance will force him to miss our March meeting.
Jim Gattis announced that he had been in touch with National, confirming that the Delaware rail camp will
take place June 30 -July 6 and the applications for those potential attendees who will be sponsored must be in
by March 1. The April 1 deadline applies to people paying their own way.

The Pres. has discussed Mike Condren’s collection of RR photos, relaying information from Mike Sypult
about the possibility of scanning them for internet access. Mike reported these potential problems: 1) not all
are good quality, so would only be scanned if the subject were unique, 2) some are not Condren’s, creating
problems with attribution.
The Treasurer, Rosanne Hofer, said that the checking account has $1,713.90 and that 22 members have paid
their dues. Chapter dues are only $12 per family or individual but we encourage everyone to join the national
organization.
Old Business: More discussion of the NRHS Rail Camp and sponsoring a camper to attend either the Tacoma, WA or Wilmington, DE rail camp this summer. A motion was made and passed at the January meeting to
sponsor one rail camper up to $2,500 depending on the cost of transportation. A motion was made to confirm
this decision. Motion PASSED. We have a candidate, Alex Holtby, who was attending with his father, James
Holtby. The Holtby’s understand the urgency to line up references and get the application in by March 1.
(NOTE ADDED: the application was Xpress mailed to National several days before the deadline.)
Mitch Marmel said that we’re going to be in the NE corner of the Benton County Fairgrounds for the NW
Arkansas Train Show on March 2. The Fairgrounds moved from Bentonville town center several years ago,
but some GPS may not have been updated. Directions: I49 Exit 85, Hwy 12 becomes Regional Airport Rd at
a filling station/liquor store. There will be signs out at the entrance. Setup is Friday starting at noon, show is
Saturday 9:00AM-4:00PM.
New Business: Chuck Girard said that there is a 1920s wooden Frisco caboose in Ft. Smith that is deteriorating at the Ft. Smith Boys’ Club. He’ll put together a plan for us to inspect it pursuant to a decision about how
to proceed. Jim Gattis suggested that we might want to submit a grant application to national for the restoration.
March program will be Nick Ybarra on moving locomotive 4524. April program will be Mitch Marmel, probably on trolleys.
Train Talk: A subway whistle salvaged from a scrap program was passed around by Phil. Jim Gattis talked
about the brake test rule where you have to test brakes on rail cars by setting the brakes, then let the locomotive drag the cars.
Program: Hugh Harris gave a program on the development of the idea of rail transportation, beginning in medieval times. Our industry has ancient roots.
Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary
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