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KCS’s Fort Smith Branch - Part 4 - The Diesel Era

1928 modernized heavyweight Pullman business car “Kay See” poses at Union Station in Fort Smith in September 1960. The car was later renumbered 98 and renamed “Kansas City”, now “Harry S. Truman” on display under canopy at KCS Headquarters in Kansas City, MO. - Louis A. Marre photo
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Kansas City Southern in Fort Smith - Part 4 - The Diesel Era
In this issue, we begin with a look at short-lived Pullman line 3174 into the Fort Smith Union Station in
1940. This may have been a last-gasp attempt to solicit passenger business in an era of improved roads
and automobiles. By late 1941, the KCS ceased passenger train service into the city and utilized bus
connections to the main line in Oklahoma instead. In 1965, a new, modern passenger and freight station was built south of Union Station and the 1912 structure would be torn down in 1966 to make way
for a new convention center. Also in this issue: Tragedy strikes the KCS in 1952 as a southbound KCS
switch job on Frisco trackage south of Fort Smith collides with a northbound Frisco passenger train.
ICC accident report and photos are included. Finally, thanks to the efforts of Mike Condren and Louis
Marre, we take a look at KCS motive power in Fort Smith from the late 50s to the 1980s. From black
NW2s and SW7s, to red F-units, to KCS “ghosts,” we see a great variety of power including local
switchers and Fort Smith Dodger power from Heavener via Poteau on the Frisco. - The Editor

Pullmans “Cotton Valley” and sister car “Cotton Land” operated for a very brief time from March 14, 1940 until
July 9, 1940 in KCS service between Kansas City and Fort Smith in the consist of trains 15 & 16 “The Flying
Crow.” These cares were rebuilt by Pullman in 1936 to Plan 4052 (8 sections-café-24 coach seats.) The cars were
initially assigned to the St. Louis Southwestern (Cotton Belt) Railroad running between St. Louis, Missouri and
Pine Bluff, Arkansas and were the first air-conditioned sleepers operated by the Cotton Belt. - Jim Bennett research, Mike Sypult collection
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From the April 1940 Official
Guide of the Railways - Don Bailey collection

KCS passenger train service is coming to a close at Union Station in Fort Smith, March 21, 1940. The car at the
end of this consist is one of the “Cotton” series Pullman cars. - John B. Fink photo, Louis A. Marre collection
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By August 31, 1941, regular KCS passenger train service to the Fort Smith Union Station came to a close. For
connecting service to Spiro, the KCS employed the use of motor coach service. Here we see a Flxible Company
Visicoach used after shifting the connection from Spiro to Sallisaw in 1949. ABOVE: November 8, 1969 in Sallisaw. - Louis A. Marre photo BELOW: At the modern 1965 Fort Smith, AR KCS station. - Tom Duggan collection
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TOP: The KCS Union Station in Fort Smith at 700 Rogers Avenue shortly before demolition in 1966. BOTTOM:
Station platforms now unused. Note the missing umbrella sheds due to damage from a 1952 tornado. - Mike
Condren photos
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ABOVE: The end of the line for the Fort Smith Union Station - July 20, 1966. - Louis Marre photo BELOW: One
year before the 1912 Union Station was torn down, the KCS built this modern passenger-freight station at Carnall Ave and South 7th Street . Shown here on August 5, 1972. - Gerald Hook photo
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1950s Kansas City Southern advertisement featuring the Fort Smith market. - Mike Sypult collection
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON
REPORT NO. 3499

On December 30, 1952, there was a head-end collision
between a freight train and a passenger train on the St.
Louis-San Francisco Railway near Cedars, Okla.,
ST. LOUIS-SAN FRANCISCO RAILWAY COM- which resulted in the death of 1 train-service employee, and the injury of 18 passengers, 2 railway-mail
PANY IN RE ACCIDENT NEAR CEDARS,
clerks, 1 railway-express messenger and 7 trainOKLA., ON DECEMBER 30, 1952
service employees.
SUMMARY
Report No. 3499 St. Louis-San Francisco Railway ceDate:
December 30, 1952 dars, Okla. December 30, 1952
Railroad:
St. Louis-San Francisco Location of Accident and Method of Operation
Location:

Cedars, Okla. This accident occurred on that part of the Central DiKind of accident:
Head-end collision vision extending between Fort Smith, Ark., and Paris,
Tex., 166.4 miles. Trains of the Kansas City Southern
Trains involved:
Freight : Passenger
Railway, hereinafter referred to as the K.C.S., are regTrain numbers:
Extra KCS 1304 South : 704 ularly operated over that part of this division extendEngine numbers: Diesel-electric unit 1304 : Diesel- ing between S.F. Junction, Ark., and Poteau, Okla,
located, respectively, 1.6 miles and 29.1 miles south
electric unit 615
of Fort Smith. In the vicinity of the point of accident
Consists:
10 cars, caboose : 3 cars this is a single-track line, over which trains are operatEstimated speeds:
40 m.p.h. : 45 m.p.h. ed by timetable and train orders. There is no block
system in use. At Cedars, Okla., 8.1 miles south of
Operation:
Timetable and train orders
Fort Smith, a siding 3,247 feet in length parallels the
Track:
Single; 4 degree curve; 1.0 percent
main track on the west. The accident occurred on the
ascending grade southward
main track at a point 4,830 feet north of the north sidWeather:
Cloudy ing-switch at Cedars. From the north there are, in succession, a tangent 4,110 feet in length and a 4 degree
Time:
5:15 p.m. curve to the left 744 feet to the point of accident and
Casualties:
1 killed; 28 injured 451 feet southward. From the south there are, in succession, a tangent 2,124 feet in length, a 2 degree
Cause:
Copies of train order held by the crews of
curve to the left 913 feet, a tangent 1,638 feet and the
trains involved not reading alike
curve on which the accident occurred. At the point of
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
accident the grade is 1.0 percent ascending southward.
REPORT NO. 3499.
Immediately south of the point of accident the track is
laid in a cut, the walls of which rise from about track
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INlevel at the north end of the cut to a height of 16 feet
VESTIGATION REPORTS UNDER THE ACCIabove the level of the tops of the rails at a point 900
DENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910.
feet south of the point of collision.
ST. LOUIS-SAN FRANCISCO RAILWAY COMPAThis carrier's operating rules said in part as follows:
NY
February 24, 1953
73. Extra trains are inferior to regular trains.
Accident near Cedars, Okla., on December 30, 1952,
caused by copies of a train order held by the crews of
trains involved not reading alike.

S. 87.

***

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION

Extra trains must clear the time of opposing regular
trains not less than five minutes unless otherwise provided * * *

\L. PATTERSON, Commissioner:

***
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202. Each train order must be given in the same words miles north of the point of accident and the last open
to all employees or trains addressed.
office, members of the crew received, among others,
205. Each train order must be written in full in a book copies of train order No. 56, reading as follows:
provided for the purpose at the office of the dispatcher
and with it recorded the names of those who have
signed for the order; the time and signals which show
when and from what office the order was repeated and
the response transmitted, and the dispatcher's initials
at top of each page in train order book. These records
must be made at once and never from memory or
memoranda.
206. In transmitting or repeating train orders by telephone, train and engine numbers will be pronounced,
and each figure named separately, except numbers below 10 must be spelled, in addition to pronouncing
them, the names of stations and numerals must be first
pronounced plainly, then spelled, letter by letter,

No 704 Eng 615 run 30 mine late Hugo to Fort Smith
This train departed from Fort Smith at 5 p.m., entered
the St. L.-S.F. main track at S.F. Junction and proceeded southward, and while moving at an estimated
speed of 40 miles per hour it collided with No. 704 at
a point 4,830 feet north of the north siding-switch at
Cedars.
No. 704, a north-bound first-class St.L.-S.F. passenger
train, consisted of Diesel-electric unit 615, one baggage-mail car, one baggage car and one coach, in the
order named. All care were of conventional all-steal
construction. At Hugo, Okla., 143.6 miles south of
Fort Smith, members of the crow received copies of
train order No. 56, rending as follows:

When transmitted by telephone, he must write the or- No 704 Eng 615 run 20 mine late Hugo to Fort Smith
der as he transmits it and underscore each word and
figure, including train order number and address at the This train departed from Hugo at 1:58 p.m., 21
minutes late, departed from Cameron, 13.92 miles
time of each repetition.
south of the point of accident and the last open office,
208. A train order to be sent to two or more offices
at 4:54 p.m., 21 minutes late, passed Cedars about 30
must be transmitted simultaneously to as many of
seconds after 5:14 p.m., 20 minutes late, and while
them as many of them as practicable. * * *
moving at a speed of about 45 miles per hour it collid209. Operators receiving train orders must write them ed with Extra KCS 1304 South.
in manifold during transmission. * * *
The Diesel-electric unit of Extra KCS 1304 South, the
FORMS OF TRAIN ORDERS

first four cars and the front truck of the fifth car were
derailed. The Diesel-electric unit stopped on its left
E. TIME ORDERS.
side, south of the track and under the front of the loco(4) No 1 run 1 hour late A to G.
motive of the opposing train. The first three cars
This makes the schedule time of the train named, be- stopped in various positions on or near the track. The
tween the station mentioned, as much later as stated in fourth car and the front truck of the fifth car stopped in
line with the track. The Diesel-electric unit and the
the order, and any other train receiving the order is
required to run with respect to this later time as before first three cars were badly damaged. The fourth car
was slightly damaged.
required to run with respect to the regular schedule
time.
The Diesel-electric unit and the first car of No, 704
The maximum authorized speeds in the vicinity of the were derailed. The Diesel-electric unit overrode the
point of accident were 55 miles per hour for passenger frame of the locomotive of the opposing train and
stopped about upright, with the front end on that unit.
trains and 45 miles per hour for freight trains.
The first car stopped in line with the track. The rear
Description of Accident
drawbar of this car was damaged and a separation ocExtra KCS 1304 South, a south-bound K.C.S. freight curred between the first and second cars. The Dieseltrain, consisted of Diesel-electric unit 1304, 10 cars
electric unit and the first ear were badly damaged. The
and a caboose. At Fort Smith on the K.C.S. line, 7.28 second car was somewhat damaged and the third car
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was slightly damaged.

The engineer of Extra KCS 1304 South was killed.
The fireman and the front brakeman of Extra KCS
1304 South, and the engineer, the fireman, the conductor, the flagman and the train porter of No. 704 were
injured.
The weather was cloudy and it was dusk at the time of
the accident, which occurred about 5:15 p.m.
During the 30-day period preceding the day of the accident, the average daily movement in the vicinity of
the point of accident was 8:47 trains.

Discussion
The rules of this carrier provide that extra trains are
inferior to regular trains, Extra trains must clear the
time of opposing regular trains not less than 5 minutes
unless otherwise provided. Each train order must be
given in the same words to all employees or trains addressed. When train orders are transmitted by telephone, the dispatcher is required to write them in full
during transmission in a book provided for the purpose. Operators receiving an order must write it in
manifold during transmission and then repeat it to the
dispatcher, who must, underscore in the train-order
book each word and figure, including train order number and address at the time of each repetition. The
time and signals which show when and from what offices the order was repeated, the responses transmitted, and the dispatcher's initials must be recorded.
These records must be made at once and never from
memory or memoranda.

ule time of No. 704 at Cedars was 4:54 p.m., and understood from their copy of train order No. 56 that No.
704 was due to leave that station at 5:24 p.m. They
had discussed order No. 56, and all were aware that
their train was required to take the siding and to be
clear of the main track at Cedars not later than 5:19
p.m. for No. 704. Because of track curvature, the walls
of a cut and vegetation adjacent to the track, the view
from the cab of a locomotive approaching the point of
accident from either direction is restricted to a distance of about 1,200 feet. The fireman and the front
brakeman said that they called a warning when they,
observed the headlight of No. 704. The engineer immediately made an emergency application of the
brakes and the speed was reduced to about 40 miles
per hour at the point of collision. The members of the
crew in the caboose said that the brakes were applied
in emergency immediately before the collision occurred. The conductor said that after the import occurred he immediately observed that his watch indicated a few seconds after 5:15 p.m.

The crew of No. 704 received Copies of train order
No. 56 at Hugo about 3 hours 30 minutes before the
accident occurred. All members of the crew read and
understood the order. The engineer, the fireman, the
conductor and the flagman said that they had compared time when they went on duty at Paris about
12:20 p.m., and there was a variation of only a few
seconds between their watches. The members of the
crew said that their train proceeded with respect to the
run-late order, and that the last stop south of the point
of accident was at Bonanza, Ark., 2.8 miles south of
The crew of Extra KCS 1304 South received copies of Cedars. Station work was performed and the train detrain order No. 56 from the K.C.S. operator at Fort
parted from this point at 5:10 p.m., 20 minutes late. As
Smith about 4:35 p.m. This train departed from Fort
this train was approaching Cedars the speed was about
Smith at 5 p.m., entered the St. L.-S.F. main track at
45 miles per hour. The headlight was lighted brightly.
S.F. Junction and proceeded southward. As this train The brakes of this train had been tested and had funcwas approaching the point where the accident octioned properly when used en route. The engineer and
curred the speed was about 45 miles per hour. The
the fireman were maintaining a lookout ahead from
headlight was lighted brightly. The brakes of this train their respective positions in the cab of the Dieselhad been tested and had functioned properly when
electric unit. The conductor was seated at the desk in
used en route. The engineer the fireman and the front the forward end of the coach. The flagman and the
brakeman were maintaining a lookout ahead from the train porter were on the rear platform of the coach.
cab of the Diesel-electric unit. The conductor and the The members of the crew said they observed that it
flagman were in the caboose. All members of the crew was after 5:14 p.m. when their train passed Cedars.
had read and understood, the train orders. They had
The flagman sounded the communicating signal to
ascertained from the timetable that the regular schedPage 10 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
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shut off train heat and opened the steam valve at the
rear of the coach when the locomotive was in the vicinity of the north siding-switch. The engineer said
that the fireman left the cab momentarily in response
to, the communicating signal and returned about the
time that he observed the headlight of the opposing
train about 400 feet distant. He said that he made an
emergency application of the brakes, and called a
warning. The fireman said that he, entered the forward
compartment of the Diesel-electric unit only long
enough to shut off the steam heat apparatus. When he
returned to the cab he observed the headlight of a train
closely approaching arid heard the exhaust froth the
brake valve as the engineer applied the brakes in
emergency. He thought the collision occurred before
the speed of the train had been materially reduced.
Immediately after the accident occurred, members of
the crews involved compared their copies of train order No. 56. It was discovered that the copies of the
order delivered to the crew of Extra KCS 1304 South
contained the instruction that No. 704 run 30 minutes
late Hugo to Fort smith but copies of the order bearing
the same number delivered to the crew of the superior
train at Hugo contained the instruction that No. 704
run 20 minutes late between the designated stations.

ties and he did not hear the order transmitted or repeated. The K.C.S. operator at Fort Smith said that he
used a headset receiver and he copied the order without falling behind during transmission. He said that he
immediately repeated the order exactly as he had written it, spelling out the names of stations and figures,
letter by letter, and "Complete" then was given by the
dispatcher at 4:30 p.m. The clerk on duty in the K.C.S.
office said that he observed the operator copy the body
of train order No. 56, and heard him repeat it from the
manifold copy. The conductor of Extra KCS 1304
South said that he was in the office when the order
was received but he was engaged in other duties and
he did not hear the order repeated. He said that he read
the order before he left the office and discussed with
the operator the instruction that No. 704 run 30
minutes late between Hugo and Fort Smith. He consulted the timetable and informed the operator that his
train probably would proceed to Cedars to clear No.
704.

Because the copies of the order delivered to members
of the crew of Extra KCS 1304 South contained the
instruction that No. 704 run 30 minutes late between
Hugo and Fort Smith and, those copies of the order
delivered to members of the crew of No. 704 conThe investigation disclosed that train order No. 56 was tained the instruction that No. 704 run 20 minutes late
issued about 1:30 p.m. by the first-trick dispatcher. As between the same stations, a lap of authority was created. Under these circumstances, both trains simultarecorded in the train order book, the order, read that
No. 704 would run 20 minutes late from Hugo to Fort neously had authority to occupy the main track at the
Smith. It was transmitted simultaneously by telephone point where the accident occurred.
Cause
to the operators at Hugo, Clayton and Cameron. The
order was not transmitted to the K.C.S. operator at
It is found that this accident was caused by copies of a
Fort Smith at that time because Extra KCS 1304 South train order held by the crews of trains involved not
was not ready to depart. The order was transferred to reading alike.
the second-trick dispatcher when he went on duty at 4
p.m. The second-trick dispatcher said that he transmit- Dated at Washington, D. C., this twenty-fourth day of
ted this train order to the K.C.S. operator when he was February, 1953.
informed that Extra KCS 1304 South would be ready By the Commission, Commissioner Patterson.
to depart about 5 p.m. He said that the order was trans(SEAL) GEORGE W. LAIRD, Acting Secretary.
mitted by telephone exactly as it was written in the
FOOT NOTE:
train-order book, that he clearly heard the operator
correctly repeat the order over the loud-speaker in the 1. Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate
dispatcher's office, and that he underscored, with
Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was reslanting marks across previous underscored, each
ferred by the Commission to Commissioner Patterson
word and figure of the order as it was repeated. The
for consideration and disposition.
chief dispatcher said that he was engaged in other duPage 11 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

September 2018

Page 12 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

September 2018

ABOVE - December 31, 1952 Associated
Press Wire photo showing Frisco GP7 #615
in Cedars, OK.
LEFT - Another December 31, 1952 photo
that appeared in the Hope, Arkansas Star
Newspaper.
Both photos - John Dill collection
Page 13 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

September 2018

KCS in Fort Smith - The Diesel Era (1952-1980)
PHOTO ALBUM

KCS EMD NW2 switcher works in Fort Smith - July 1952. - Harold K. Vollrath Collection

On July 18, 1956 Louis Marre caught SW7 1306 sporting white flags in Fort Smith. - Louis A Marre photo
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SW7 #1310 switches the station tracks at Union Station. April 15, 1957 in Fort Smith. - Louis A. Marre photo

NW2 #1221 spotting freight cars on passenger car tracks at Union Station in July 1957. Fort Smith. - Louis A.
Marre photo
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SW7 #1303 at Union Station on September 9, 1957. Note the unique homebuilt wooden KCS caboose used for
the Fort Smith Dodger from Heavener. - Louis A. Marre Collection

On January 4, 1958, SW7s 1303 and 1304 switch cars at Union Station - Louis A. Marre collection
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ABOVE: KCS 1303 and sister 1304 work in Fort Smith on Jan. 4, 1958. BELOW - This May 1958 view shows
1304 rebuilt in Apr. 1953 as an SW9 after the 1952 accident in Cedars, OK. - both photos Louis A. Marre collection
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TOP - SW7 #1313 switches OK Feeds on October 17, 1958. BOTTOM - It is Christmas Eve 1959 and KCS business car 99 rests at Union Station. This car is formerly Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf 200 built in August 1899.
In 2018, this car awaits restoration in Galena, Kansas. - Both photos Louis A. Marre
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ABOVE: With OK Feeds as a backdrop, SW7 #1305 handles the chores in April 1960 in Fort Smith. BELOW On September 2, 1960, KCS business car “Kay See” is parked at the Fort Smith Union Station. - Both photos
Louis A. Marre Collection
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ABOVE: KCS SW7 #1304 receives an inspection on September 5, 1961 in Fort Smith. - Jerry Pinkepank photo
BELOW: A KCS switcher arrives at GA Junction (Garland Avenue) on Frisco’s connecting track to Union Station in May 1962. The Frisco used the KCS Union Station from its opening in 1912 until moving back to their
Garrison Avenue station in 1948. - Mike Condren photo
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ABOVE: Needing more horsepower, by June 21, 1962 the KCS was using the 1500 h.p. GP7 #152 in Fort Smith.
Note the experimental Clejan TOFC flat car. BELOW: December 26, 1962 in Fort Smith. - Louis Marre photos
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ABOVE - The KCS utilized Frisco tracks to reach some of their industries in North Fort Smith. Here GP7 #164
passes Frisco FP7 5047 with passenger train #710 in May 1963. BELOW: It is June 4, 1964 in Fort Smith and we
see a KCS lashup of an E8, F b-unit and E7 that provided power for a Camp Chaffee troop train. - Mike Condren
photos
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ABOVE: Here is another view of the troop train power in Fort Smith on June 2, 1964 led by E8A #26.
BELOW: EMD GP7 #161 switches the KCS yard in July 1964. - both photos Louis A Marre
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ABOVE: In Aug. 1970, GP7 #155 works the OK Feed Mills in tandem with one of KCS’ unique new stainless bay
window cabooses. BELOW: On May 30, 1973, GP7 #162 sports the “ghost” paint scheme. - Mike Condren photos
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ABOVE: As the KCS F-unit fleet aged, many of these old workhorses would find local duties around the system.
In July 1973 Mike Condren photographed Deramus red F7A #85 with GP7 151 in Fort Smith. - Mike Condren
photo BELOW: On August 16, 1974, former KCS #159, now ghost #4159 handles the switching in Fort Smith. Louis A Marre photo
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ABOVE: Still sporting the black paint scheme, GP7 #4160 idles at the modern KCS station in Fort Smith on June
28, 1975. - Louis A Marre photo BELOW: Renumbered from 1306 to 4306 in 1973, this SW7 built in 1950 provides
the switching power in June 1975 in Fort Smith. - Mike Condren photo
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ABOVE: In February 1976 we find the old scheme along side the new in Fort Smith. These were the first two
GP7s built for the KCS in November 1951. BELOW: It is September 1976 and well worn F7A #94 teams up with
GP7 #4150 in Fort Smith. - Mike Condren photos
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ABOVE: 24-year-old veteran GP7 #4155 awaits duty in Fort Smith on August 25, 1977. BELOW: Two-year-old
EMD MP15DC #4366 serves as the Fort Smith switcher in November 1977. - Louis A Marre photos
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ABOVE: Power-short KCS purchased several locomotives from other railroads such as GP40 #761 (built as Penn
Central 3131 in September 1968.) In November 1977, the 761 switches empty boxcars in Fort Smith. - Louis A
Marre photo BELOW: Built in April 1962, former KCS “redbird” GP30 #101 now wears the ghost paint scheme
and new number. Pictured here on December 31, 1979 at the KCS station in Fort Smith. - Mike Condren photo
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KCS BIBLIOGRAPHY
To learn more about the Kansas City Southern, we suggest the following:
Lynch, Terry & Caileff Jr., W.D. Kansas City Southern: Route of the Southern Belle. Boulder: Pruett, 1987.
Hardcover.

Fair, James A. The Louisiana and Arkansas Railway. Northern Illinois University Press, 1997. Hardcover.

Marre, Louis A. and Gregory J. Sommers. Kansas City Southern in the Deramus Era. Withers Publishing,
1999. Hardcover.

Goen, Steve Allen. Kansas City Southern Color Pictorial. Four Ways West Publications, 1999. Hardcover.

Campbell, Donald G. Steam Locomotives of the Kansas City Southern. South Platte Press and Brueggenjohann/Reese, Inc., 2000. Paperback.

Boyd, Jim. Kansas City Southern in Color. Morning Sun Books, Inc., 2003. Hardcover.

Marre, Louis A. and Gregory J. Sommers. Kansas City Southern Lines. Paired Rail Railroad Publications Ltd.,
2005. Hardcover.
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ABMT NRHS NEWS

Chapter member Mitch Marmel (right) presents Bradley Martin, director of the Fort Smith Trolley Museum, with a plaque and check honoring the FSTM's work in preserving Arkansas railroad history.

COMING NEXT
MONTH: More to come
about the KCS in Fort
Smith - the branch from
Poteau, the fate of the Poteau River Bridge on the
Spiro branch, and modern
KCS operations in 2018
into the city.
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ABMT NRHS CHAPTER MINUTES ̶ August 16, 2018
Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the Reilly
McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. Chapter address: PO Box 1303, Springdale, AR 72765-1303. Website: www.arkrailfan.com
Meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by the V-P, Al Kaeppel. The Pres., Bob Stark, was absent. 13 members were present and a visitor, John Chambers from Parsons, KS. July minutes were approved. The V-P encourages those members who are “chapter-only” to consider joining the national organization as a way of
strengthening it. It is notable that one of our members, Jim Gattis, wrote the content of the current issue of the
NRHS Bulletin. Gary McCullah, Treasurer: checking $2824.19. Nat. Director, Ken Eddy attended the Aug. 9
Board meeting and reported that the Cumberland convention was profitable. There were 5,023 members at
that time and increasing. Restoration grants totaled $30,000, but they would like to increase it to $50,000.
About $10,000 came from the challenge grant. National is changing governance structure, there will be no
more districts and the Board of Directors will consist of five at-large members, the V-P and Pres. There will
be a conference the second week of September in Scranton, PA with excursions. The 150th anniversary of the
Golden Spike completion of the transcontinental RR will be celebrated in the second week of May. The
Scrambler editor, Mike Sypult, said that contributions from across the country continue as our readership expands. It was noted that although the contact button on the NRHS website does not work, just send an email to
the appropriate officer, for example, secretary@nrhs.org or to info@nrhs.org.
Old Business: The V-P has investigated CD rates at banks and found that the best rates did not apply to organizations, only individuals. Edward Jones offers 2-year CDs at 2.8% APR and money market accounts at
about 1.2% interest, both federally insured. Frisco Fest (Labor Day weekend) setup Friday at 10:00, operate
Saturday 9:00-4:00. We will partner with Sugar Creek Model RR Club.
NOTE: not the old post office, but another nearby building (Rogers Historical Museum, 322 S. 2nd Street,
with a large sign built into the building facade) with air conditioning and multiple rest rooms. Gary will meet
other members at the Depot at 8:00 on Friday to load up and take it to Rogers.
New Business: Shiloh Museum is celebrating its 50th anniversary on Saturday, September 22. They want
some trains. Dick Hovey volunteered, and the V-P volunteered his N scale model RR. The V-P opened a discussion of the Xmas train. Last year was a mess, the food was poor and barely warm, in addition to a lot of
traffic through the car. The members thought it would be desirable to move from the dining car to the lounge
car, which gives more room. Need a different catering service. Dick Hovey met Malcolm at the Nat. Train
Show in Kansas City.

Programs: September - Don Bailey, October - Nicolas Ybarra and November - Show and Tell
Business meeting adjourned about 7:40. Program – John Chambers on moving and doing cosmetic rehabilitation of KCS locomotive 1023, an 0-8-0 steam switch engine that had been exposed to the elements for 50
years at Pittsburg, KS. Moving it by road from Pittsburg to Carona with a special vehicle was a feat in itself.
Malcolm Cleaveland, Secretary
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MEETINGS: Meetings of the membership are open to the public on the third Thursday of each month at
7:00pm at the ADA compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad Museum at the Arkansas & Missouri Depot located on Emma Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter months are not held when the
Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement weather. Visitors are welcome at all chapter meetings.
UPCOMING 2018 SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS:
September 20 - Don Bailey - The Photos of O. Winston Link
October 18 - Nicolas Ybarra - Springfield, Mo Railroad Museum
November 15 - Chapter Show and Tell

QUESTIONS: Call 479-422-0401 or email us at info@arkrailfan.com
WEBSITE: www.arkrailfan.com
SUBMISSIONS: Send content (articles, stories, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to Mike
Sypult, editor – arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the next SCRAMBER is the 9th day of each month.
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year. Membership coordinator for the ArkansasBoston Mountains Chapter is Chuck Girard, 7510 Westminster Place, Fort Smith, AR 72903-4253. Please
make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National Railway Historical Society is
$50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com
for complete details.
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