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Frisco’s Mansfield Branch (1887-1959) - Part 1

At the end of the 18 mile branch from Fort Smith, Frisco passenger trains used the Rock Island’s Mansfield,
Arkansas depot (this is the first CO&G/RI depot ca. 1898 to 1911). – Bill Pollard collection
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The Frisco’s Mansfield Branch
By Tom Duggan
Coal had been discovered in Arkansas in 1837, a year
after the state became a member of the Union. The
ability to commercialize coal production was largely a
function of low-cost transportation. While some coal
from the fields of western Arkansas was shipped via
the Arkansas River, it was relatively costly due to the
variable water depth and snags and that made river
navigation unreliable. A new advance in transportation was needed to make large-scale production possible.
By 1887 the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad, the
“Frisco”, was in a period of rapid growth. In Northwest Arkansas, the Frisco’s Fort Smith & Van Buren
bridge opened to rail traffic on February 7, 1886. On
July 1, 1887 the final spike was driven on the 302mile Frisco line between Monett, MO and Paris, TX.
It was a time of heady optimism with railroads enjoying the ability to fund new construction by the sale of
bonds to U.S. and foreign investors.

James Dunn respectively were elected President and
Chief Engineer of the new line. O’Day was the
Frisco’s principal legal officer while Dunn was Chief
Engineer of the Frisco. While the legal events were
unfolding Frisco construction crews were at work on
the new line. On November 2, 1887, the day after the
official completion of the line between Jenson, AR
and Mansfield, AR a special Board meeting was held
to authorize the issuance of first mortgage bonds at a
rate not to exceed $20,000 per mile. In December
1887, the directors of the Little Rock and Texas Railway authorized the borrowing of $367,000 from the
Frisco to cover the cost of construction. The new railroad subsequently issued $367,000 of first mortgage
bonds to the Frisco to secure the $367,000 construction loan.

The Little Rock and Texas, as built, was an 18.428mile standard gauge railroad that ran from Jenson, AR
to Mansfield, AR. As a result of elimination a portion
of the Hackett City branch, the line was reduced
by .528 miles very early in its existence and was listed
as 17.9 miles in length for decades. The line was relatively easy to construct using the standard horseOn March 26, 1887, the directors of the Frisco met in drawn earth scrapers and men with shovels. The
St. Louis. They decided to create a new railroad sub- Mansfield Branch, had a maximum grade of .7% at
sidiary called the Little Rock and Texas Railway. Like two points with a maximum track curvature of 7 degrees. The first track laid weighed only 52 pounds per
many railroads of the era, the new railroad never
yard and rested on the then standard untreated white
reached the cities in its corporate title. The new line,
with a generous and largely irrelevant authorized capi- oak ties.
tal stock of $5 million, was planned “to start near the
western boundary of Arkansas near Hackett City and In February 1899, the Railroad Gazette carried an article announcing the completion of a location survey
eastward through the counties of Sebastian, Scott,
Franklin, Logan, Yell, Perry, Conway, Saline and Pu- that would extend the Mansfield branch 113 miles to
laski to Little Rock, a distance of 150 miles.” The rail- Hot Springs, AR via Wingfield, AR. The proposed
route had a maximum grade of 1% and required only
road, if built as stated, would have connected Fort
three small tunnels. The next month the Railroad GaSmith, the second largest city in Arkansas with the
zette carried an article stating that an officer of the
state capitol of Little Rock. The new line connected
with the Frisco’s new Monett, Mo to Paris, TX main Frisco had written to advise that the line would not
line at Jenson, AR, some 12.9 rail miles south of Fort make the intended extension to Hot Springs. Railroads
often used publications as part of their efforts to proSmith.
mote themselves or to stop construction of new railroads that might take away traffic.
The Frisco plan to reach Little Rock attracted the attention of other railroads in this era of exuberant promotion. John O’Day, Vice President of the Little Rock The Mansfield branch diverged from the Frisco main
and Texas Railway, stated in April 1887 that a route to line south of the tunnel at Jenson, AR, site of one of
Little Rock had been selected down the Fourche Val- three tunnels on the Frisco. The line went southwest
ley in Yell County. However, the same newspaper ar- for two miles to Hackett City, later called Hackett. It
ticle noted that the Missouri Pacific had taken posses- then headed southwest for seven miles to Montreal
sion of a pass at Tomlinson’s Narrows and planned to and then turned south to Midland. From Midland the
construct an iron bridge. The Missouri Pacific action line went east to reach Huntington. The final two
miles of the branch consisted of a southwestward jog
may have convinced the Frisco that construction to
Little Rock was not feasible as nothing further heard to the end of the branch at Mansfield, AR. Virtually
all the branch was in Sebastian County except for a
of plans to reach Little Rock.
few feet in Indian Territory at the start of the branch.
The terminus town of Mansfield was astride the SeOn March 30, 1887, John O’Day of Springfield and
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Frisco Mansfield Branch track map ca. 1915.

bastian/Scott county boundary line and the line ended
a little further over in Scott County (much of Mansfield is in Scott County).
Coal Production
The earliest coal production in Sebastian County came
from outcrops of coal exposed by years of erosion.
The miners removed the coal and transported it over
dirt roads to local markets such as Fort Smith. A second process was open pit mining in which miners removed overburden to get at coal seams. With the arrival of rail transport, shaft mines became more common. Shaft mines required large financial resources to
exploit the coal deposits and accordingly corporations
were formed to exploit the deposits. Shaft mines were
expensive to build and maintain as water inflows were
a concern at many mines. After World War Two much
Sebastian County coal mining was of the open pit variety as more powerful earth moving equipment became available.

coal. Slack coal fetched a lower price compared to
standard-sized lumps of coal.
Mansfield Branch Passenger Traffic
On April 18, 1888, less than six months after the
branch’s opening, the Post Office Department initiated
Railway Post Office (RPO) service .It operated between Mansfield and Fort Smith, a total distance of
only 32 miles. In August of 1896 the RPO run was
reduced to only the 17.9 miles between Mansfield and
Jenson, AR on the Frisco mainline. Within a year the
short run was recognized as being impractical and the
RPO run reverted to the initial Mansfield-Fort Smith
configuration. The Fort Smith-Mansfield RPO run operated until discontinued on July 8, 1918. The RPO
likely was a victim of all-weather roads and reliable
trucks.

One important service available by rail was express
service. The express companies provided rapid shipment of packages and valuable items. The Frisco iniThe first coal shipped on the Mansfield branch likely tially offered Wells Fargo express followed at an uncame from a 150-foot mine of the Kansas & Texas
known date by United States Express. The express
Coal Company at Hackett City. The mine shipped ten companies normally offered service using daily pasto fifteen carloads daily. The Kansas & Texas Coal
senger trains. The express service likely disappeared
Company mine at Huntington was reported to ship 30 sometime after 1919 on the Mansfield Branch. Virtucarloads daily in October 1888. A contemporary really all U.S. express companies were folded into the
port indicated the typical coal deposit consisted of
American Railway Express Company in 1919 that befolded layers of coal, dirt and slate. A vein of coal
came the Railway Express Agency in 1929. The exmeasuring 6½ feet in depth might consist of two feet press business suffered a large decline in business
of coal, six inches of slate, six inches of coal, a foot of from 1913 onwards when the Post Office Department
slate, and four feet of coal. The coal mined in the area first offered parcel post service.
served by the Mansfield Branch was of the bituminous
variety. It was low in sulfur and burned cleanly. The
By April 1897 Branch residents enjoyed two daily
main problem with Sebastian County coal was that the round trips between Mansfield and Jenson where pascosts of producing the coal were high due to the exist- sengers changed trains for Fort Smith, some 14.9
ence of slate and dirt mixed in with the coal. In addi- miles north, or points south. The passenger trains option, the Sebastian County coal mining operations suf- erated at speed from 9 to 10¼ miles per hour. Altfered from a high percentage of slack coal or loose
hough the speeds might seem slow to modern readers,
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they were a welcome improvement over horse and
carriage speeds. And they operated in all types of
weather compared to frequently impassable dirt roads
in fall, winter and spring.
The Choctaw & Memphis, later the Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf began tracklaying eastward from the Indian Territory line on April 20, 1898 and reached Booneville, east of Mansfield on June 17. Sometime around
May 1898 the Choctaw reached Mansfield at the
southern end of the Mansfield Branch. The Choctaw,
Oklahoma & Gulf completed an east-west line that

later would become the Rock Island line between
Memphis, Little Rock and Amarillo. One benefit of
the new line, which became part of the Rock Island in
1904, was that Mansfield was now served by two railroads. The two railroads enjoyed common ownership
between 1903 and 1909. For many years the Frisco
and the Rock Island shared a small yard and a depot at
Mansfield. An additional benefit of the common Rock
Island-Frisco control was the ability to offer passenger
trains that competed with the Missouri Pacific, the
largest railroad in Arkansas. In 1906 and 1907 the
Mansfield Branch hosted two daily Rock Island trains

The Little Rock and Texas (Frisco Mansfield Branch) as it appeared in 1903. - Plat Book of Sebastian County, Arkansas 1903 - John Dill collection
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April 24, 1898 Frisco Employee Timetable #7 for the Mansfield Branch. Parke Spur served no obvious commercial purpose and must have been associated with construction or maintenance of the Branch. It was located in a
narrow valley on James Fork Creek. Red Rock and Prairie Creek Spurs both served early mines. The Prairie
Creek Spur would later include Arkoal Station, Mine 5 Spur, Coronado Mine etc. Red Rock would be known as
Burma Station, or Dallas Mines. The area of primary coal activity at this date is not obvious since most early
mining took place within yard limits at Huntington. - John Dill Collection

that operated overnight between Memphis and Van
Buren via the Mansfield Branch. The trains, the Western Mail and Memphis Mail respectively, offered
Memphis-Fort Smith coaches and a “Drawing roomsleeping car” between Fort Smith and Little Rock.
In 1903-1904 the Midland Valley Railroad Company
constructed two branches in Sebastian County to serve
coal districts. The Midland Valley reached Fort Smith
using trackage rights on Frisco track between Rock
Island IT and Fort Smith, located on the Frisco’s principal line to Texas. In this era of competition the Midland Valley built a depot at Hackett on its Excelsior
District Line that served Greenwood. A second Midland Valley line, the Hartford Branch, operated from
Excelsior in central Sebastian County in a southerly
Page 5 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

direction to a connection with the Rock Island at Hartford, AR. This line crossed the Mansfield branch at
Midland, AR., where the Midland Valley also erected
a depot. In January 1910, the Midland Valley operated
two daily passenger trains to Fort Smith thus affording
competition for passengers in the Mansfield Branch
towns of Hackett and Midland.
In January 1910, Frisco’s Mansfield Branch passenger
train service peaked at three roundtrips daily. Two of
the roundtrips originated at Mansfield and terminated
at Van Buren, AR across the Arkansas River from
Fort Smith. The timing of the Van Buren arrivals and
departures was closely aligned to the arrival or departure of Frisco long distance trains at Van Buren while
the Mansfield times coordinated with Rock Island
March 2018

trains. One of the roundtrips operated in the extreme
early morning while the other operated late at night,
hardly convenient times for the region’s coal miners.
Mansfield branch passenger trains still arrived at the
Garrison Avenue Frisco depot in Fort Smith that is
now owned by the National Park Service. In 1912,
trains began to use the Fort Smith Union Station
owned by the Frisco and the Kansas City Southern
Railway. Early issues of the Frisco-Man, the Frisco
house organ, provide two glimpses into Mansfield
branch passenger service. A 1911 article reported the
passenger train was called the “Slicker”. The engineer
on the train was J.M. Gates who began Frisco service
in 1880. His fireman was N.E. Ellis. A second article
in 1914 indicated that another Mansfield passenger
train engineer was George Gates of Fort Smith. Gates
was a long time Frisco employee with 34 years of service as of 1914.

ducing service on marginal branches such as Mansfield. Mixed service ran but three times a week and in
many cases may not have operated due to a lack of
business as Sebastian County coal miners and businessmen suffered from the embrace of the Great Depression. A December 1936 Frisco public timetable
showed mixed service on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays with an average speed of 7.6 miles per hour.
The mixed train terminated at the Garrison Avenue
depot perhaps in an effort to avoid charges at the Fort
Smith Union Station. Mixed train service ended prior
to December 1939.
Mansfield Branch Depots and Track

In 1913 the U.S. Congress directed the Interstate
Commerce Commission (ICC) to compile a valuation
survey of all U.S. railroads. The survey was intended
to determine whether railroad assets were properly
valued for the purpose of setting passenger and freight
In September 1919, Mansfield passenger service fell tariffs. The ICC valuation engineers visited the Mansfield Branch in September 1918. They left behind exto two daily roundtrips. The trains operated between
tensive field notes now preserved in the National Ar21 and 22 miles per hour. Of the nine stations listed
between Hackett and Mansfield, five were flag stops chives at College Park, MD. At the time of the survey
the Mansfield had had 14 stations, places where a
suggesting that passenger and freight traffic was in
decline. Passenger service declined further to one dai- freight or passenger train would make a scheduled or
flag stop. Of the 14 stations, only six had depot buildly roundtrip in February 1929. The train was now a
mixed train that carried passengers and freight. Riders ings with the remainder consisting of wooden station
on the mixed had to be patient as the train operated at signs and cinder platforms. Five of the six depots
faced east.
11 miles per hour as it picked up and dropped off
freight cars. The average speeds were only slightly
Jenson, the fir st station, was situated on the
greater than those of 1898.
Frisco’s main line to Texas. In addition to a frame depot, Jenson was the site of a small car repair yard. It
In early 1933 the Frisco implemented a policy of re-

December 16, 1906 Frisco Central Division Employee Timetable #15. The primary change from the previous
year on the 1906 timetable is the addition of the new Doubleday coal slack washer as a billing station. The Red
Rock Spur on the 1898 timetable is now Burma Station. The Williams Spur to Montreal Mining Company and
Branner (No.1) was added to timetables soon after the 1898 was published. - John Dill collection
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The Frisco Mansfield Branch and surrounding railroads past and present. - From Steam Powered Video's Comprehensive Railroad Atlas of North America: Prairies East and Ozarks - used by permission.

had a 12 by 16-foot tool house, a car repair house and
a blacksmith shop. Jenson also had a large water tank
that was fed from a dam that received water from a
700-foot well served by a steam-powered pump. The
Jenson repair yard, which probably serviced Mansfield branch coal cars, was gone by 1933.
Hackett (Milepost 431.0) had a 40 by 24 foot fr ame
depot. The first Hackett depot burned to the ground in
November 1887. Adjacent to the second depot was a
16 by 128 foot cotton loading platform together with a
section house and tool house. It also had two stock
pens. Sometime between 1909 and 1910, the second
depot burned down. A third depot was built in 1910
100 feet west of the recently burned depot. Hackett,
the last Mansfield Branch depot to have an agenttelegrapher, was staffed until 1966. Hackett was the
location of a large yard that held coal cars awaiting
movement. Every day the Hackett agent sent a telegraph message to Central Division headquarters in
Page 7 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

Fort Smith detailing coal car availability and requirements.
Doubleday (MP 433.1) was a station sign, valued at
$7.00, and a 12 by 36 foot cinder platform.
Montreal (MP 438.7) consisted of a loading platform, cinder platform and two outhouses made from
old ties.
Midland (MP 440.2) was a 24 by 57 fr ame depot
built in 1910 to the same plan as the Frisco depot at
Elkins, AR on the Frisco’s St. Paul Branch.
Burma (442.3) was a station sign as was Smokeless
No.3 at MP 442.4.
Arkoal (MP 442.5) consisted of a 16 by 12 depot
and a 150-ton track scale used to weigh coal cars.
March 2018

Central No. 3 (MP 443.3), Centr al No. 6 Mine (MP
443.0), and Central No 45 (MP 444.2) consisted of
station signs only. The Central likely referred Central
Coal and Coke Company, the dominant Sebastian
county coal producer.

mines whose name they bore entered production and
were exhausted. One interesting coal company was
the Arkansas Coal and Mining Company that owned
coal lands near the Midland depot. This company was
owned by the Frisco from the start of the branch its
liquidation in 1955. There is no information to indiNo. 2 (MP444.8) was yet another sign r efer r ing to a cate whether or not it supplied coal to Frisco steam
mine.
engines. In addition to the obvious problem of competing with Mansfield branch coal shippers, the Frisco
Huntington (MP 445.0) had an 18 by 16 foot fr ame began to convert many Central Division steam passendepot. As of 1918 it was the sole Mansfield Branch
ger and freight locomotives to oil in the late 1920s.
depot with electric lighting. The depot also had a 16
The coal fields were strike prone and discoveries of
by 49 foot cotton loading platform. Huntington was a oil in El Dorado reduced oil prices significantly.
watering station with a 24-foot diameter wooden tank,
a pump house with a coal-fired boiler. Huntington also When what would become the Mansfield branch was
had a small house for the section crew motor car.
built in 1887 the prevailing branch weight was a
skimpy 52-pounds per yard. By the time of the 1918
Mansfield at the end of the line (MP 447.2) had a
valuation survey the Mansfield branch was in im24 by 19 foot depot, a 24 by 49-foot cotton loading
proved condition. Nearly all single track main line
platform, a sand house made from a second-hand 8 by track was used 70-pound rail put down in 1915. Side
26-foot box car, a tool house, bunk house and a one
tracks grew rapidly from 9.4 miles in 1904 to 13.3
story section house. The sand house held sand used to miles fourteen years later reflecting the boom in coal
improve locomotive traction when starting and to
production. Side tracks were important as the mines
clean the locomotive flues.
needed a steady of coal cars in order to operate. Nearly 40% of the side tracks was 56-pound weight, dating
Both the number and location of station names, exto 1895 through 1902, while nearly all of the remaincepting those with depot structures, changed frequent- der was 60-pound track dating to 1897-1915. The vally during the coal mining boom years prior to 1914.
uation report noted the estimated life of new rail was
Station names popped up and disappeared as the
75 years while that of used rail was 50 years. The rails

The first Mansfield Rock Island depot and train prior to World War I. - City of Hackett, AR archives
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June 23, 1912 Frisco Central Division Employee Timetable #26. Coal production is at a peak and a number of
mine spurs have been added since 1906. With the exception of the remnants of Williams Spur which would soon
be removed, this timetable matches up very well with the ca. 1915 Mansfield Division track chart. Railroad operations are near their all time peak. - John Dill collection

rested on a roadbed of chat that likely originated in the listed as having 70-pound rail in mid-1955 so it is poslead and zinc mines of southwest Missouri.
sible the improvement consisted of strengthening the
bridge at MP 442.8. In 1952 the maximum speed was
Although the rail weights seem skimpy they likely
15 miles per hour and in 1957 it was 25 miles per
were adequate for the time. For example the January hour. The increase in maximum speed limits likely
1904 Official Equipment Register showed that the
had little practical effect since much of the work inFrisco owned over 5,500 coal cars. Only five of the
volved the spotting of cars at mine tipples, picking up
coal cars were of steel. Most cars were 34 feet long
loaded cars and assembling them into trains at the
and carried between 50,000 and 80,000 pounds of
Hackett yard. In 1971, the maximum branch speed
coal. The Frisco, which also served a substantial coal returned to 15 miles per hour suggesting that the track
mining district in southeast Kansas, had many lowstructure was worn.
sided coal gondolas. These cars were in use on the
Mansfield branch as late as 1940.
In 1949, the Frisco increased the storage capacity at
Hackett to 423 cars, a near doubling of the capacity.
The Mansfield branch likely received minimal track
The increase was followed by a reduction from 169
replacement or maintenance through the depression
cars to 97 cars at Jenson in 1952. Montreal for many
years and the World War Two period when traffic re- years had a 301car capacity followed by Midland with
bounded. One reason was that coal shipments tended 58 cars. Mansfield had 82-car storage capacity until
to be seasonal with most coal production taking place the Rock Island connection at Mansfield branch was
in the March through September period. Much coal
cut in 1959.
was destined for domestic heating in northern cities
such as St. Louis. In 1947 the Branch had a maximum Mansfield Branch Motive Power
weight restriction of 169,000 pounds per car comLittle is known of Mansfield Branch motive power
pared to 210,000 pounds for the rest of the Central
between 1887 and 1914. However, it is likely many
Division. To compound the restriction further the
track between Jenson and Midland could handle steam engines of the 4-6-0 were active on the Branch. The 46-0, the American type, was well suited for both pasengines up to 180 tons with light tender. From Midland south to the Rock Island connection at Mansfield senger and freight service on secondary branches with
the heaviest engine allowable was 133 tons with light light rail. In 1914 Engine 613, a 4-6-0 built in 1903 by
tender. This restriction probably was due to a 98-foot the Baldwin Locomotive Works, was involved in a
crash in Mansfield where the Frisco interchanged traftruss bridge at MP 442.8 that dated to 1887.
fic with the Rock Island. In 1933, a Reconstruction
Sometime between 1952 and 1957, the Frisco carried Finance Corporation study indicated the Mansfield
out improvements that permitted cars of up to 210,000 Branch was limited to 600 class engines, as they
weighed only 123 tons with engine and tender. A
pounds over the entire branch. The branch was still
Page 9 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
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Frisco Ten-Wheeler #629 was a regular locomotive on the Mansfield Branch. Shown here in Muskogee, OK on
May 24, 1940. - Frisco.org archives

February 1935 engine assignment book of L.M.
Cantrell, Central Division Superintendent, showed
Engine 629, an oil burner of Baldwin 1905 heritage,
handled the tri-weekly service. Engine 629 had
served in the Frisco St. Louis commuter service until
the early 1930s. In addition, Frisco engine assignment
sheets between 1942 and 1950 show 600 class steam
engines at Fort Smith, AR, the servicing location of
Mansfield Branch motive power.
By the early 1940s the 600 class of engines were beginning to leave the active roster due to old age that
created expensive maintenance. They were supplemented by the slightly newer 4-6-0 700 class steam
engines that weighed between 114 and 118 tons light.
Engines from this class based at Fort Smith included
709 and 715 (both built by Brooks in 1906) and 741
(Brooks- 1906), and 715 (Schenectady-1905).
Perhaps the most unusual Mansfield Branch motive
power was Engine 1626, a 2-10-0 engine built by
Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1918. The engines
became hostage to events following the Russian Revolution in 1917 that deposed the Imperial Russian Government. The United States Railroad Administration ,
a Federal organization that took over nearly all U.S.
railroads between 1918 and 1920, assigned 33 of the 2
-10-0 Decapods to the Frisco. Engine 1626 was an oil
burner and with a light tender weighed 119 tons. The
Page 10 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

ten driving wheels of Engine 1626 distributed the
weight in a way that minimized track stress. John
Furlow, a Frisco machinist at Fort Smith, recalled that
1626 had an extremely thick tread. He recalled that
Fort Smith performed only routine servicing and repairs, if any, were done at another shop location.
In 1950, the Frisco took delivery of more than 43
Electro Motive Division GP7L diesel locomotives.
Thirteen went to the Central Division at Fort Smith
and by the fall of 1950 steam was a memory between
Monett, MO and Fort Smith. The GP7L was a 1,500
HP first-generation road switcher well suited for service on secondary lines such as the Mansfield Branch.
The new engines were equipped with steam generators
so that they could haul passenger trains as well as
freight. The GP7L engines sometimes hauled the passenger train that operated between Monett, MO and
Fort Smith, AR until the end of Central Division passenger service in September 1965.
By the mid-1970s, the GP7L units were getting old
from years of service. In 1976, the Frisco ordered 25
EMD GP15 second-generation 1,500 HP road switchers. The new engines, which shared a lack of dynamic
brakes with the GP7L, arrived on the property in 1977
and began to replace the GP7L units. The Frisco became part of the Burlington Northern in November
1980. The motive power used by the Burlington
March 2018

Brand new Frisco GP7 623 shown here in Cleveland, OH in February 1952 before delivery. These 1,500 horsepower locomotives would replace steam locomotives on the Central Division and Mansfield Branch. - EMD photo

Northern on the Mansfield Branch is unknown. The
Mansfield Branch soon was only a 9.7 mile lead as
track was cut back. The lead disappeared from Burlington Northern employee timetable in early 1985
following Interstate Commerce Commission authorization to abandon in December 1983.
The Later Glory Years

Missouri Pacific. The Midland Valley, the third coal
carrier in Sebastian County, did not serve St. Louis.
Another 14% of Mansfield Branch coal shipments
went to Kansas City or beyond with the remaining 38
% destined for other locations. In 1947, the Frisco
hauled 37% of all Sebastian County coal shipped by
rail, down from 47.5% in 1945.

The increased coal activity after 1940 helped mine
Between 1940 and 1948 some 506 Frisco unit coal
operators and the miners. Prior to 1940 the mines in
trains with 22,604 cars carried a steady stream of coal the Arkansas/Oklahoma mining district operated 135
to northern markets. During the same period, the
days per year. The coal industry operated between
Branch saw an additional 9,036 individual coal car
March and September of each year. Few mines, exmovements. The Branch was a busy place with a
cept for two in the Jenny Lind-Greenwood area that
monthly average of five unit trains and 94 individual served the Missouri Pacific in the early 1930s, encar movements. One helpful factor in the volume was joyed year round steam locomotive coal contracts. Afthe 1943 establishment of a coal briquette plant in St. ter 1940, demand increased and mines in the Arkansas
Louis. It required up to 200,000 tons per annum of
-Oklahoma coalfields operated an average of 220 days
slack coal from Arkansas and Oklahoma. Slack coal, a year. By the early 1940s, the problem was one of
defined as small diameter coal fragments, had always finding miners in an economy that was vibrant with
been a problem for Sebastian County coal operators. war production.
The slack coal was unsuited for many uses and was
hard to sell. Molding the slack coal into briquettes
The post 1940 coal district prosperity was short lived.
caused slack coal to be useful for domestic heating.
Much of the demand for Sebastian County coal was
based on the fact that Sebastian County coal was a
A 1947 survey revealed that that 44% of Mansfield
low sulfur smokeless product well suited for as home
Branch coal shipments were destined for St. Louis via heating fuel in crowded cities that had smoke control
unit coal trains with another 4% moving in individual regulations. Soon after the end of World War Two, the
carload lots. The Frisco route to St. Louis from Fort
Gulf of Mexico emerged as a major source of cheap
Smith was 94 miles shorter than that of competitor
natural gas. Pipelines soon provided St. Louis and
Page 11 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
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Coming in the April 2018 issue of THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER...Part 2 of the Frisco’s Mansfield Branch. Local historian John Dill shares a
fascinating history of the line, including detailed
maps, historic photos and additional timetable data. Take a visual ride on the line in 1936 with depot photos and diagrams, and track charts. Learn
about the tragic 1914 accident in Mansfield that
In 1954, 229 miners worked at 18 mining operations sent a case to the Arkansas Supreme Court. Stay
compared to 912 miners in 32 mines in 1939. By 1967 tuned - there is much more to come!
Sebastian County had but four mining operations that
each employed less than 19 people. Aside from a drop
in demand, the nature of Sebastian County coal mining had changed. Prior to World War Two, deep
Saturday, March 17, 2018
mines, sometimes as deep as 500 feet, were an important source of coal production. After the war nearly 9am to 4pm
all production came from strip mines. While strip
The 15th Annual Great NWA Model
mines had an adverse ecological impact the average
production per strip mine employee was significantly Train Show
higher due to the use of draglines that often operated Embassy Suites Ballroom, 3303 Pinna24 hours per day.
cle Hills Parkway in Rogers, AR located
Kansas City with a clean and inexpensive alternative
to coal. The effect on Sebastian County coal production was dramatic. In the five- year period between
1950 and 1954 total Sebastian County coal production
averaged 340,000 tons. The next five-year period saw
average coal production of only 218,000 tons, a drop
of 35% over the prior five-year average.

UPCOMING AREA EVENTS

In the early 1970s, the coal mining business in Sebastian County saw a very modest revival from the depressed levels of the late 1960s. Production between
1972 and 1978 averaged 166,000 tons. The main markets for Sebastian County coal were coke plants in
Texas and Colorado, industrial plants in the Midwest
and Missouri utilities. The 1970 passage of the Clean
Air Act encouraged some utilities to blend low sulfur
coal from Sebastian County with dirty coal from
mines in Illinois and Indiana. The very low levels of
production meant that Sebastian County mining operations had to sell their output on the spot market
where prices, and profits, were volatile. The limited
volume of coal production also ruled out Sebastian
County as a source of steam coal for 1980 built power
plants such as the one at Flint Creek in Gentry, AR.
Today the e three Arkansas coal-fired power plants
typically burn more than 15 million tons of coal per
annum that comes by rail from the Powder River basin
in Wyoming.
There is relatively little information on the demise of
coal mining in Sebastian County. At least one very
small operation existed in the early 2000s. It was a
one-man operation with the output going to a charcoal
plant. Periodic plans to re-establish production have
surfaced but nothing has happened.

at I-49, exit 83.
For Children of All Ages! COST: $8,
Children 12 and under free
For more information, visit http://
sugarcreekrailroadclub.com/

Saturday, March 24, 2018
9am to 3pm
The Ozarks Model Railroad Association Train Show
Springfield Expo Center, 635 St. Louis
St, Springfield, MO.
Admission is $7, children under 12 are
free.
For more information, visit http://
www.omraspringfield.org/trainshows.html

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article is composed and
edited from a series of smaller articles Tom wrote
over the years. A special thanks to John Dill for
assistance with edits and revisions.
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Various views of the ca. 1898 Rock Island depot that served as a Union Station for Rock Island and Frisco passenger trains in Mansfield. In the summer of 1911, this depot burned down and a new brick station was constructed in its place.
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Frisco’s Mansfield Branch Timeline

Compiled by Mike Sypult (arkyrail@outlook.com) Updated March 2018

YEAR
1837
1887
1887
1888
1898
1899
1903
1903
1904
1907
1909
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1917
1917
1918
1919
1920
1926
1929
1932
1933
1939
1950
1959
1966
1967
1970
1971
1978
1980
1980
1983
1985
1986

DATE
March 28
November 1
April 18
ca. May
December 10
February 27
July 19
November 20
September 12
December 1
June 4
Summer
May 27
April 6
December 28
July 8
September
March 1
May 11
February

November

March 31
November 21
December 5

EVENT
Coal discovered in Arkansas
Little Rock & Texas Railway incorporated – St. Louis San Francisco subsidiary
Frisco branch completed between Jenson and Mansfield 18.4 miles
Fort Smith to Mansfield Railway Post Office service initiated
The Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf from Indian Territory reaches Mansfield
The Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf inaugurates service from Memphis to I.T.
Frisco and C&EI controlled by the Rock Island
Pullman line 3081 established Little Rock to Fort Smith via CO&G
Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf sold to the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
Pullman service discontinued
Pullman service resumed
Rock Island ends control of the Frisco
Pullman service discontinued for good
Rock Island Mansfield depot burns down
Rock Island builds a brick “Union Station” in Mansfield
Frisco enters receivership
The United States enters in World War I
The United States Railroad Administration takes control of US railroads
Mansfield to Fort Smith RPO service discontinued
Frisco passenger trains to Mansfield reduced to two daily roundtrips
USRA control of US railroads ends
The Little Rock & Texas Railroad officially absorbed into the Frisco
Frisco passenger trains to Mansfield reduced to one daily roundtrip mixed
Frisco again enters receivership
Mixed train service reduced to three times a week
Frisco mixed train service to Mansfield ends
End of Frisco steam locomotives on the Mansfield Branch
Frisco line between Mansfield and Huntington abandoned
Hackett Frisco agency closes
Rock Island ceases passenger train service through Mansfield on the Choc. Route
Frisco line between Huntington and Central abandoned
Mansfield Union Station torn down by Rock Island
Frisco line between Midland and Central abandoned
Rock Island ceases operations and shuts down
Frisco merged into the Burlington Northern Railroad
Burlington Northern receives ICC approval to abandon remainder of branch
Remaining line between Jenson and Midland removed
Rock Island tracks removed from Danville west to Howe, Oklahoma
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In Memoriam - ABMT NRHS Chapter Members
James Doyle "Jim" Plumlee, age 78, of Bentonville, Ar kansas
passed away on January 31, 2018. He was born February 26, 1939 to
Laura Jewell Fields and Doyle Plumlee.
He is preceded in death by his parents and his stepfather, Bob Webster.
He is survived by his daughter, Carolyn Eiler (Matt) of Fayetteville, her
mother, Kim Do of Hot Springs, dear friends Mike and Leona Webb of
Bentonville, and several members of his extended family. Jim was
raised in Bentonville and graduated from Bentonville High School in
1957. He was a veteran of the Vietnam War.
A memorial service was held on Sunday, February 11, at StockdaleMoody Funeral Services, 2898 W. Walnut St. in Rogers with graveside
immediately following at Bentonville Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent in his honor to Disabled American Veterans, P.O.
Box 14301, Cincinnati, Ohio 45250-0301. Memories may be shared at
stockdale-moodyfs.com.
Tom Duggan, age 79, of Lowell, Ar kansas
passed away Sunday February 11, 2018 in
Fayetteville. He was born December 3, 1939
in Brooklin, Massachusetts the son of Thomas
Stanley and Elinor Hall Duggan Sr. He was
preceded in death by his parents.
He worked as an International Banker and
volunteered at the Shiloh Museum of Ozark
History in Springdale as well as the Bread of
Life Food Ministry First United Methodist
Church in Springdale. He was a member of
the Arkansas-Boston Mountain chapter of the
National Railway Historical Society.
He is survived by his wife, Marion Duggan of Lowell; his son, Thomas G Duggan and his wife Vickie of
Wethersfield, Connecticut; a brother, Christopher Duggan and his wife Terri of Las Vegas, Nevada; a sister,
Martha Duggan of Hingham, Massachusetts; a grandson, Caleb Duggan of Wethersfield, Connecticut; three
nieces, Alex Duggan Maccallum (God Daughter), Kara Duggan and Maura Duggan and a great-nephew,
Easton MacCallum.
Tom was a native of the Boston area and a 1961 graduate of Boston University . After military service as a
Chinese linguist he attended the American Graduate School of International Management. He joined Mellon
Bank, N.A. in Pittsburgh and worked there for nine and one- half years including three years of London service. In early 1976 he joined the New York branch of a large West German bank where he carried out executive functions for more than fourteen years.
Tom joined the National Railway Historical Society in 1992 and was a member of the Springdale chapter
since settling in Lowell in May 1994. Tom served as editor of THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER from January 1997 to February 2006 and wrote many fine articles, especially about Northwest Arkansas railroads.

Highball Jim and Tom! May your rails be straight and signals clear to the final terminal in the sky.
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ABMT NRHS CHAPTER MINUTES ̶ February 15, 2018
Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the Reilly
McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by
the President, Bob Stark. 17 members present and nine guests, including three relatives of our Treasurer,
Thomas Duggan; Other visitors: John and Patricia Dill, Gale and Chris Hall, Lee Ross and Randy McCrory.
Announcement: It is with heavy heart we report that Tom Duggan, our Treasurer, passed away Feb. 11. Special visitors introduced at the meeting are his son, Thomas Duggan Jr., his wife Vickie and their son, Caleb,
who came from Wethersfield, Connecticut on this sad occasion. They have our sincerest condolences. Tom
was a passionate historian and a key member in the chapter. He will be missed. A dinner in his honor is to be
held at the AQ Chicken House on Friday the 16th at 7:00PM. In addition, another member, Jim Plumlee,
passed away Jan. 31. He will be missed. We extend our condolences to his family.

Gary McCullah will assume the duties of Treasurer. The Secretary will be co-signer on the accounts. Chuck
Girard, the membership director, was not present.
Ken Eddy, the National Representative, reported that the NRHS has sent two pins for extraordinary service to
the NRHS, 25 years of membership, for Larry Cain and Marilyn Sue Cain.
Old Business: The Chr istmas dinner tr ain occur r ed on Thur sday, Dec. 21 and ther e was no business
transacted. A water line froze and flooded the Museum, forcing cancellation of the January meeting, so there
are no minutes for December and January. Mitch Marmel said that the 15th Great NWA Model Train Show
will occur Saturday March 17, 9AM to 4PM at the Embassy Suites Ballroom in Rogers, I-49 Exit 83. Space
allocations have not been finalized, so we don’t know where we will set up or how many tables we will have.
The Club layout must be unloaded at the loading dock in back and can be set up the afternoon of the day before. A signup sheet was passed around.
New Business: Pr esident Star k showed the annual Pr eser vation Awar d plaque and check for $100 that
will be presented to the winner, the Ft. Smith Trolley Museum. He has asked Mitch Marmel and Chuck
Girard to deliver the award. He also showed a large reproduction of our logo to go on the lectern. The President gave two annual awards for outstanding service to the chapter: One went to Mike Sypult, our Scrambler
editor and IT guru; the other went to Gary McCullah, who always pitches in when work needs to be done and
is assuming the duties of Treasurer. President Stark reiterated our need to recruit new members. That will be a
focus of our presence at the Train Show in March.
Program: Mike Sypult gave a pr esentation on the Kansas City & Memphis Railway, that only oper ated
1910-1918, when NW Arkansas produced a lot of apples, strawberries, etc. He dedicated the presentation to
the late Tom Duggan, a diligent historian who supplied much of the information incorporated in the presentation.
Malcolm K. Cleaveland, Secretary
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AREA RAILROAD NEWS
$8.5M to help revitalize 3 spans - U.S. grant to repair railroad bridges in Fort Smith area
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, USA Mar 8, 2018 - sent in from Gary McCullah
The U.S. Department of Transportation has awarded more than $8.5 million to repair and rehabilitate three
bridges in the Fort Smith area, members of Arkansas’ congressional delegation announced.
The offices of U.S. Sens. John Boozman and Tom Cotton and 3rd Congressional District U.S. Rep. Steve
Womack said in a news release the grant award is made through the department’s Transportation Investment
Generating Economic Recovery [TIGER] program.
The grant money will be used by the Arkansas and Missouri Railroad on the railroad bridge crossing the Arkansas River between Fort Smith and Van Buren and two bridges that cross Clear Creek in Crawford County.
The railroad will match the department’s grant with $5.7 million of its funds, according to a statement from the
railroad.
The congressional members, all Republicans, said in statements that the grant will allow upgrading of infrastructure to send and receive goods and improve safety and efficiency.
“The highly competitive TIGER program recognizes projects that will have a significant impact on a region,
metropolitan areas, or our country as a whole, Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao said in the release.
Under the project, rehabilitation and modernization work on the Arkansas River Lift Bridge will be done on
many of its structural components, along with electrical and mechanical systems controlling the lift span, the
news release said.
The lift span is a section of track that is raised by a counter weight to allow river traffic to pass.

Timber trestle bridge approaches to the Clear Creek crossings near Chester will be replaced with concrete
structures that will improve their safety and reliability, the railroad said.
While the railroad will use the money, Fort Smith applied for the grant on the railroad’s behalf because a public entity had to make the application, Deputy City Administrator Jeff Dingman said.
Carloads traveling over the bridges carry commodities important to the region’s economic vitality, such as
crushed stone, sand and gravel, food products, grains, iron and steel scrap, lumber, metals, and paper and glass
products, the railroad said.
Former ALCO RS-11 Stored in Springdale on the Move
ALCO RS-11 VLIX 352 - ex SAL 102, then L&N 952, then IBCX 352 was en route via UP to the Arkansas
Railroad Museum in Pine Bluff in February. Built in June 1960, this locomotive is part of the Ed Bowers collection and will be put in display at the museum. As of press time, the locomotive was still in the UP yards in
Pine Bluff. - Mike Sypult
Wichita NRHS Chapter disbands
The Wichita Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society officially disbanded on Dec. 31, 2017. This
was announced in the latest issue of "Sparks," the monthly newsletter of the Topeka chapter of the NRHS:
"As of Friday, December 15 meeting, the members voted to disband the Chapter. This (is) because (of) a number of factors, including a declining membership, an aging membership with no gain in new and younger members, some health issues, and leadership wanting to step aside, combined with no leaders stepping forward.
This all is a sad development, but, after 63 years the Chapter has run its course and in a few days will be at the
end of the track. The disbanding becomes effective on Dec. 31, 2017."
Page 17 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

March 2018

MEETINGS: Meetings of the member ship ar e open to the public on the thir d Thur sday of each month
at 7:00pm at the ADA compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad Museum at the Arkansas & Missouri Depot located on Emma Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter months are not held when the
Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement weather. Visitors are welcome at all chapter meetings.
UPCOMING 2018 SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS:
March 15 - TBD
April 19 - TBD
May 17 - TBD

QUESTIONS: Call 479-422-0401 or email us at info@arkrailfan.com
WEBSITE: www.arkrailfan.com
SUBMISSIONS: Send content (ar ticles, stor ies, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to
Mike Sypult, editor – arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the next SCRAMBER is the 9th day of each
month.
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter member ship is $12 per year . Member ship coor dinator for the Ar kansas
-Boston Mountains Chapter is Chuck Girard, 7510 Westminster Place, Fort Smith, AR 72903-4253. Please
make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National Railway Historical Society is
$50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com
for complete details.
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