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The Missouri & Louisiana Railroad - 1902-1914

M&L Mogul #114 builder photo at Baldwin Locomotive Works in August 1912. – John Dill collection
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The Missouri & Louisiana Railroad Arkansas
Branch
By John Dill

well, a well-known Kansas City Banker. Stilwell was
already in the railroad business by this date and his
railroads all needed a reliable, relatively inexpensive
supply of coal. Stilwell and his associates were then
How do you write about a virtually unknown railroad in the process of assembling what would become the
that does not fit well into any category that would nor- Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Railroad, the predecesmally be used to classify a railroad? The Missouri
sor of the Kansas City Southern. Within only a few
and Louisiana Railroad is the railroad in question.
years, Central was heavily involved in the regional
Have you ever heard of it? Few have. This article is coal business, mostly in Kansas and Missouri. Lumas much an appeal to readers for information as a re- ber operations began near Texarkana in southern Arcital of the painfully limited knowledge of the author. kansas in January of 1894. A large amount of this
Don’t get me wrong, the Missouri and Louisiana was lumber business soon became the production of raila very interesting, small but semi-important railroad in road ties and bridge timbers. On August 31, 1895 the
the early years of the Twentieth Century. In some re- Arkansas & Choctaw Railway was organized in Arspects it was a hundred years ahead of its time. It is
kansas with Richard Keith as president and Central as
now common practice for a large company to operate virtually the sole stockholder. Initially a small lumber
small railroads that are scattered over a state or the
“tap line” it kept expanding until it became something
entire country. In the late 1800’s when the predeces- else altogether as we will see in a moment.
sor of this railroad got its start, that practice was, perhaps, far less common.
The Missouri and Louisiana only operated (under this
name) for about a decade or so in the early 1900’s. It
was scattered over four states, Missouri, Louisiana,
Indian Territory/Oklahoma and Arkansas. The division of the railroad in Arkansas/Oklahoma was known
as the “Bonanza Branch” or “Bonanza District.” In
Arkansas, it lay entirely within Sebastian County
where it owned no track, hauled no passengers, and
generally was not particularly well known to local residents. The Oklahoma portion of this “District” lay
entirely within upper Le Flore County where the railroad utilized Frisco track from the state line to Poteau.
What this branch did, and did well, was haul coal with
a passion.
The story of the Missouri & Louisiana begins with an
only slightly more well-known predecessor, the Arkansas & Choctaw Railway. Arkansas & Choctaw
was a creation of the
Central Coal & Coke
Company of Kansas
City, Missouri. The
primary force behind
Central, which would
one day become the
largest coal company
it the southwestern
United States, was its
first president, a gentleman named Richard
Keith. Central was
organized on May 1,
1893 with the encouragement and financial
Richard H. Keith
support of Arthur StilPage 2 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

Missouri and Louisiana ad from Railway Guide,
1909, describing the railroads four “districts.”

In late December of 1896 construction of the first
Central Coal & Coke Company mine (No.10) at Bonanza, Arkansas began. Arrangements were made at
that time for the Arkansas & Choctaw to use trackage
rights over the Frisco Central Division to haul coal
from Bonanza to Poteau, Indian Territory, for ship
January 2018

Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf coal cars are being unloaded on the Bonanza tracks near Mine No.12 in this undated photograph (looking west). Mine 10 can be faintly seen in the background. South Sebastian County Historical Society photo. (Below) Town of Bonanza and Mine No.20 in 1903. - John Dill collection
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ment over the KCP&G or “PeeGee” as it was locally
known. Although it may seem unusual that the Frisco
would aid a competitor in this way, Central was rapidly becoming a very important customer and coal supplier for them by this date, apparently with a “lot of
clout.” The wye and mine tracks at Bonanza belonged
to the KCP&G. They were leased to the Arkansas &
Choctaw – consideration, $1014.78 per year. This is
interesting since the first scheduled KCP&G train service into Fort Smith did not occur until June 7, 1898 –
roughly a year and a half later. This speaks volumes
about the importance of coal to early railroads.
An article in the Fort Smith New Record on December
14, 1897, quotes James Orr, general claims agent for
the PeeGee as saying “From these (Bonanza) mines
Sebastian County is supplying every ton of coal that is
used on the Houston and East and the West Texas railroad today. We are about to close a contract with the

Texas Pacific and have contracts with other roads…”
This doesn’t even mention the substantial amount of
Sebastian County coal that PeeGee was, itself, consuming. An account in Transactions (Mining Engineers) Vol. XLVIII 1898-99, discussing “Bonanza
Mine,” stated “The coal is delivered to the Pittsburg
and Gulf railway at Poteau, 20 miles south-west, by
the Arkansas and Choctaw railway which has running
power on the St. Louis and San Francisco railway, but
is owned by the coal company.” In 1900 Stilwell was
forced out as president of the KCP&G and the railroad
renamed the Kansas City Southern. The operation at
Bonanza continued almost unchanged.
On June 11, 1901 control over the Arkansas & Choctaw was passed to a new company called the Choctaw
Construction Company which was organized by Central Coal. This new company was controlled by Richard Keith, president of Central, George Madill, a di-

Bonanza showing the locations of Mine No. 10 and Mine No.12 east of town from Plat Book of 1903. - John Dill
collection
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June, 1906 payroll records for the Missouri and Louisiana at Bonanza, Arkansas. The voucher (below) contains
the month’s pay sheets for all the railroad’s branches. - John Dill Collection
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1943 Army map of Sebastian County showing the Bonanza branch at the top of the map. - John Dill collection

rector of the St Louis and San Francisco Railroad
Company (Frisco) and John Scullin. At this date the
railroad extended, completed, from Ashdown, Arkansas to Arkinda, Arkansas (about 24 miles) with announced construction planned or underway from Ashdown to Stamps, Arkansas and Arkinda to Wichita
Falls, Texas. On June 21, 1902, the stockholders of
the Choctaw Construction Company announced the
sale of the company to the Frisco. Newspaper reports
put the selling price at approximately five million dollars. Transfer was to take place on July 10. In late
1902 the Arkansas and Choctaw reported having
102.23 miles of track, 40.25 of which were in Arkansas and the rest in Indian Territory. The Arkansas total included “one mile of track at Bonanza and rights
over the Frisco to haul coal to the KCS at Poteau”,
Page 6 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

both not included in the Frisco deal. The number of
operating coal mines at Bonanza was now up to three.
In 1903 a KCS publication, Mineral Resources Contiguous to the line of the Kansas City Southern Ry.,
stated “It is reported that the Central Coal and Coke
Company are contemplating opening mines near Pocola, I.T., and extending a branch road from Bonanza
to a connection with the Kansas City Southern Railway, a distance of ten to twelve miles.” Another KCS
publication from approximately this same time said
that Bonanza was supplying all of the coal used by
KCS on its “southern half” while mines along the railroad in Kansas supplied the “northern half.”
The largest fuel supplier for the Frisco at this time was
the Kansas and Texas Coal Company, widely reputed
January 2018

as a “front” organized to evade Kansas law. K&T
Coal was an “albatross around the neck” for the
Frisco. A major UMW strike in Indian Territory and
Sebastian County, Arkansas in 1899, blamed at least
in part on policies of K&T, had badly disrupted fuel
supplies for a time and created a lot of adverse publicity. A respected book, The life of a Miner in Both
Hemispheres, published by a mining engineer at
roughly this time, described K&T’s Arkansas operations as “badly laid off, and poorly managed.” The
Frisco couldn’t seem to control its fuel supply. In
April of 1902 Central Coal dramatically increased its
capital stock and purchased the Kansas and Texas
Coal Company, no doubt with at least a nod from the
Frisco. With the purchase of K&T, Central also obtained the Kansas and Texas Coal Railway in Missouri (two (or more?) locomotives and around 13
miles of track from Excello, Missouri to Bevier, Missouri). The Kansas and Texas Coal Railway became
the Missouri and Louisiana Railroad in July of 1902.
The earliest located description of the M&L is found
in an article about Central Coal & Coke Company in
American Lumberman, November 1, 1902. The rolling stock of the Missouri & Louisiana railroad consists of seven locomotives, standard gage, 200 logging
cars and 200 coal cars, all of which are in active operation. The mileage, embracing a total of about 100
miles, is divided as follows: The line from Bevier
Mo., where connection is made with the Burlington
railroad to Excello, where the Wabash is reached,
gives a total of thirty miles in north Missouri. The
trains on this road are run on special schedule, the line
having been built and operated for the purpose of handling the output of the coal mines in that section. The
railroad company operates a line from Poteau, I. T., to
Bonanza, Ark., a distance of twenty miles, including
branches. This line handles freight business only and
was constructed for the purpose of hauling the coal
from the company’s mines in the territory traversed.
From Neame, La., to Camp Folk, La., a distance of
twenty miles, including branches, the company operates a logging road which was built for the purpose of
supplying the Neame mill with timber. This road connects at Neame with the Kansas City Southern, and in
addition to supplying the plant at Neame with logs is
used in handling lumber into and out of the territory
mentioned. The railroad company has under course of
construction fifteen miles of road from Burt to Carson,
with five miles in operation. Trains are run on special
schedule and connect with the Kansas City Southern
near Carson. This line is being built for the purpose of
handling timber and lumber from and to the mill located at Carson.
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A decade later the financial basis for the railroad (at
least the logging portion) was badly damaged by the
U.S. Supreme Court’s “tap line” decision so, in September 1914, Central divided the Missouri & Louisiana up. This created the Bevier & Southern Railroad,
which Central would control until they went bankrupt
in the early 1930’s, and the Neame, Carson, & Southern Railroad in Louisiana, which lasted until the timber was exhausted in 1929. Coal operations at Bonanza, Arkansas continued at this time as well, but it has
proved to be difficult to determine exactly under what
name the Bonanza railroad now operated, and even by
whom. Some of these later records still refer to the
Missouri & Louisiana, others only to Central Coal &
Coke. This condition continued for about four more
years until Central discontinued most of its Bonanza
operations in 1918. At some point after this, the
Frisco assumed physical control over the Bonanza
spur and operated it to serve mines until around 1950
or so.

1920 Central Coal & Coke advertisement. - John Dill
collection
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Just how large was the entire Missouri & Louisiana?
This is a very difficult question to answer. Part of the
problem is that Central Coal & Coke conducted most
of their Louisiana logging operations, and some Kansas coal hauling, under their own name. Equipment
(and job responsibility) was sometimes shared or
swapped between Central and the Missouri & Louisiana. The small amount of available information is
scattered over records in four states and the Federal
government. Clearly very few changes in the operation of the company occurred between 1902 and 1907.
Louisiana state records reflect the following for the
M&L Railroad in 1907 - Carson- 1 mile of track, 1
locomotive, 54 cars, 1 loader. Neame- 25 miles of
track, 3 locomotives, 65 cars, 1 McGiffert, 1
Lidgerwood. The coal operations at this time are unknown. (The logging tracks and cars were now obviously attributed to Central Coal & Coke.)
The ICC conducted an investigation of the company’s
logging operations (but not the coal operations) in
connection with the “tap line” investigation and came
up with the following results in 1912. “The entire
capital stock of the Missouri & Louisiana Railroad
Company, amounting to $150,000, is held by trustees
for the Central Coal & Coke Company; and the two

companies have the same officers. The tap line is
composed of four separate properties, one in Missouri
(Bevier), one in Arkansas (Bonanza) and the two logging operations in Louisiana. The Carson Division
connects with the KCS at Carson, LA where Central
has a lumber mill. The tracks are not owned by the
Missouri and Louisiana, but by Central, and are operated by a verbal agreement. The M&L maintains two
locomotives but no cars here. The logging cars belong
to Central, which also owns one locomotive and uses
one of the M&L locomotives. All logging work is performed by Central. Logs are hauled from the assembling track to the mill by the M&L.” Outside traffic
was insignificant and the logging trains ran on an irregular schedule. “The Neame Division connects with
the KCS at Neame, LA. The mill at Neame is on KCS
tracks which spots empty and removes loaded cars.
The M&L owns two locomotives, one of which is
used by Central. Central owns all the logging tracks.”
Operations here appear to have been similar to those
at Carson.
The amount of track at Bonanza varied from year to
year as mines were added or removed from production. The 1905 KCS annual report lists the “Bonanza

February 21, 1911 entry from the Official Guide of the Railways - John Dill collection
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Spur Arkansas” as 2.52 miles of mainline track and
3.96 miles of secondary track (6.48 miles total). It
was owned by KCS and operated, under contract by
Central Coal and Coke Company. The 1912 KCS annual report lists “Bonanza Coal Mine Spur: operated
by Central Coal & Coke Company under contract
(Main branch 2.79 miles, Sidings 3.62 miles – total
6.41 miles).” In 1917 Poor’s lists “Bonanza Mine
spur: 2.83 miles, .45 miles sidings, operated by Central Coal and Coke under contract.” This was after the
abandonment and removal of the Mine 26 tracks. The
remaining track ran to the only operating mine at that
date, No. 135. The annual report for that fiscal year
also gives 2.83 miles of main track and .45 miles of
branch track, totaling 3.28 miles “operated by Central
Coal and Coke under contract.” After 1917 Central is
no longer mentioned in connection with Bonanza in
KCS annual reports.

Frisco employee timetables contain warnings to watch
for Missouri & Louisiana trains operating in Poteau
Yard. As early as 1932 (probably much earlier) and
as late as 1952 Frisco rules list restricted speed limits
on the Bonanza track (10 mph in 1936 – 15 mph in
1952) which was known to the Frisco as the mine 135
track.

How did the Bonanza operation work? In the earliest
years, the locomotives and other equipment are believed to have been based at, and operated from Poteau. In later years (sometime after 1903) they were
apparently based at Bonanza. The few published references to Central Coal & Coke maintaining an engine
house and keeping at least one locomotive and caboose at Bonanza never give dates. The 1913
Sanborn map failed to show the area near old Mine
No. 20 where it was believed to have been located. In
1905/06 Central Coal constructed a large coal slack
To completely confuse the issue, the following quote washing plant on the Frisco Mansfield Branch south
is from an ICC opinion on joint rates at Bonanza, de- of Hackett and the trackage agreement apparently was
cided 14 Apr 1913, “Since our final order in the tap
amended to include additional M&L operations on the
line case the St. Louis & San Francisco has taken over Mansfield Branch, through Hackett, to and from that
and is now operating, under some arrangement not
facility. What makes the entire Bonanza District,
disclosed on this record, this line of the Missouri and Missouri & Louisiana operation appear especially
Louisiana railroad.”
noteworthy is the fact that the trackage rights covered
a very busy (and extremely dangerous) section of the
Frisco Central Division. On 16 December 1906 the
The fiscal 1918 to 1922 KCS annual reports show
2.83 total miles of track owned at Bonanza. After this St. Louis & San Francisco Railroad Company’s ETT
date there is no mention of the Bonanza spur. Early
15 shows 28 daily, scheduled trains (Frisco, Midland

Prairie type 2-6-2 #115 new at the Baldwin Locomotive Works in Philadelphia, June 1913 - John Dill Collection
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Valley and Rock Island) running (through the tunnel)
between Jenson and Bonanza. This number, of
course, does not include any of the numerous Frisco
coal extras or any of the Missouri and Louisiana’s
trains. On the Poteau end of their trackage rights the
Missouri and Louisiana had to remain on Frisco track
until they reached the KCS-Frisco connecting track on
the south side of town, so within Poteau they had to
navigate through Frisco, Fort Smith, Poteau and Western Railway and KCS trains.
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How much coal did the Bonanza Division of the Missouri and Louisiana handle? Shipment quantities
could not be located for most relevant years. The
highest figure was for 1916 when it was credited with
hauling 415,556 tons from Arkansas, (approximately
10,375 car loads – over 190 cars a week). This report
may be an error as the figures are much too high for
production at Bonanza and it seems doubtful that the
railroad was even still in existence at that date. A
more normal year might have been fiscal 1906 when
production figures
for the two operating Central Coal &
Coke mines at Bonanza totaled 91,363
tons. Department of
the Interior figures
for 1906 credit the
Arkansas branch of
the Missouri and
Louisiana with hauling 176,277 tons of
coal – a large figure
which must have
included (at the
least) Mine No. 135
and much of the output from the new
coal slack washer at
Hackett (it is known
that much of the
slack coal was
shipped to Kansas
City meat packing
houses). Shipment
figures fell off significantly as production volume at Bonanza dropped – and
was replaced with
coal from new Central mines in Le
Flore County, Oklahoma. The Arkansas figure for 1911
is only 16,151 tons
of coal (which
seems low). In 1912
the Department of
the Interior gives
M&L figures for
Missouri, but none
for Arkansas.
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Missouri & Louisiana Railroad Locomotive Roster
NO.
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110

111

NOTES
Mogul 2-6-0 operating in Missouri in 1904, later to Neame, Carson & Southern after the Missouri & Louisiana broke up.
Conflicting information – one source says Pittsburgh 2-6-0 (former Arkansas & Choctaw), another source says 2-8-0 transferred to Neame, Carson & Southern when the Missouri & Louisiana
broke up. An engine with this number was operating at “Keith” Louisiana in 1906.
Pittsburgh 2-6-0 built 1896, later operating on Bevier & Southern.
Unknown type operating at Bevier, Missouri in 1913 and scrapped in 1936.
Originally owned by Kansas & Texas Coal Railway, never operated on B&S.
Originally owned by Kansas & Texas Coal Railway, never operated on B&S.
Originally owned by Kansas & Texas Coal Railway, may be the #106 operating at Carson, LA in
1906, never operated by B&S.
Was a 2-8-0 (?) destroyed in an engine house fire at Bevier, MO. “along with a Burlington yard
engine” on February 7, 1908.
Originally owned by Kansas & Texas Coal Railway, may be the #108 operating on “Keith
Branch” in 1906, never operated on B&S (This number MAY have also been given to a Central
Coal & Coke Shay)
Unknown – a later #109 was Brooks 2-6-0, built 1900, purchased by Bevier & Southern in 1946
from Illinois Central.
Unknown – a later #110 was Baldwin 2-6-0, built 1907, purchased by Bevier & Southern from M
& St. L in 1943.

2-6-0 Baldwin, purchased new in 1907 – operated by Bevier & Southern in Missouri in 1914.

113

Shay operating at Neame, LA built in 1912. A later #112 was a 2-6-0 purchased new from Baldwin in 1920 by the Bevier & Southern in Missouri.
Unknown

114

Baldwin negative 4057, 2-6-0 type 1912, to Neame, Carson & Southern, never operated on B&S?

115

Baldwin negative 4543, 2-6-2 type 1913, to Neame, Carson & Southern never operated on B&S?

116

Shay operating at Neame, LA built in 1914.

112

An attempt by the author to create a system wide
locomotive roster for the Missouri & Louisiana ended largely in failure, but did produce some scattered
results. It seems impossible to completely distinguish M&L locomotives from Central Coal & Coke
owned/operated locomotives with available information.

tions at Bonanza, Arkansas and Bevier, Missouri,
although limited to operating one locomotive each
during the “off season” (summer), probably operated
more at times during the much busier winter months.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mr. Tony Howe of Mississippi
Rails has an article on the Missouri & Louisiana
Railroad at his website which includes a partial rosIt is known that Central owned at least one Shay
ter: http://www.msrailroads.com/
(probably more) operating in the Kansas coal field at Neame_Carson_Sou.htm
an early date. It/they may or may not have belonged
to the M&L. One or more of these lower numbered
locomotives were probably used at Bonanza. The 26-0 (?) that operated at Bonanza in summer of 1906
is identified in accounting records as BB (Bonanza
Branch?) rather than a by number. The coal operaPage 11 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
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Fourche River Valley & Indian Territory Railroad The sawmill area had buildings painted gray, hence
By V. Andy Anders, Russellville, AR
local reference as Graytown. The mill depot and office
was a two story building and included a vault with 18
The Fourche River Valley and Indian Territory Rail- inch walls of brick and concrete. Logs were floated
road, originally named the Arkansas River and South- down the river or off-loaded from the train into the
ern Railway, was built in 1905. It was a tap line serv- river and held in place until removal by conveyer into
ing the Fourche River Lumber Company, with conthe mill for sawing. Present day sawmill experts exnection to the Choctaw, Oklahoma, and Gulf Railroad plain logs were held in water ponds to prevent crackin Esau, later renamed Bigelow, AR. The Chicago
ing and checking.
firm of Bigelow Brothers and Walker Company purchased 9,000 acres of timber from Niemeyer Lumber Timber reserves were largely depleted by 1920, and
Company in 1902 and a year later established a
by 1921 the sawmill and rail tap line were closed.
sawmill on the banks of the Fourche River, just southwest of present day Bigelow. The purchase of an addi- To cross the Fourche River, the FRV&IT RR built an
tional 45,000 acres in Perry County necessitated a rail iron bridge. Steamboat traffic farther up the river as
line. After crossing the river bottoms to the base of
far as Perryville necessitated a center column swing
Wye Mountain, the line made its way up the consider- bridge. The 200 foot single track thru pin connected
able incline by following Rankin Creek and utilizing swing truss span rested on one large cylindrical center
Shay locomotives. It rode the top of the mountain
pier and pairs of cylindrical piers on each end. Total
westward to present day Thornburg. It then dropped
cost for construction was $20,439.
into the Maumelle River Valley to the south, encompassing about fifteen miles of track. All equipment
After closure of the mill and removal of the rail line,
was leased from Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific
wooden decking was placed on the bridge structure
Railroad, having taken over the Choctaw, Oklahoma, and the old roadbed utilized as a county road. Current
and Gulf Railroad in 1902. The route crossed lands
locals relate the story of certain individuals being disowned by bitter rival Bryant Lumber Company, and
satisfied with traffic and the subsequent willful burnfriction over right of way and billing, including sabo- ing of the wooden deck. An individual financed retage of the railroad, continued until settled by a 1913 placement, and residents again enjoyed use of the
U. S. Supreme Court hearing. The charter required to bridge until about 1975, when an accidental fire again
cross Bryant Lumber Company’s land stipulated that destroyed the decking. Neither the county, nor any
one passenger coach be included with each train up
individuals, stepped forward to finance repair, and the
the mountain.
iron structure sat unused. Sometime afterwards,

Arkansas’ own Bridge to Nowhere. The missing end of the bridge over the Fourche la Fave River. - Andy Anders
collection
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Current Google Earth view showing the route of the FRV&IT in light blue.

thieves accessed the bridge from the southwest end
and began stripping metal for salvage. Before being
caught by the county sheriff, they had removed the
entire end of the bridge, leaving it as is seen today.
Sources:
Nutt, Timothy G: Bigelow in
www.encyclopediaofarkansas.net , University of Arkansas Libraries
Brand, Marvin Jr.: Fourche River Lumber Company
Made a Lasting Impact on Perry County in Pulaski
County Historical Review
Interviews:
Leroy Williams, Thornburg
Jeff Starks, Bigelow
Douglas Harley, Russellville
Lee Caldwell, Hector
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"Tap Line Case" Summary of Fourche River Valley & Indian Territory Railway
Abstracted from "Tap Line Case", published in Decisions of the Interstate Commerce Commission, 23
I.C.C. 277, 23 I.C.C. 549, and in Decisions of the
United States Supreme Court, 234 U.S. 1.
The Fourche River Valley & Indian Territory Railway
Company and the Fourche River Lumber Company
are identical in interest. The mill is at a company town
known as Graytown, less than a mile from the line of
the Rock Island, and was erected in 1903. Before the
machinery was installed a track was built from a point
on the Rock Island then known as Esau, but now in
the town of Bigelow. When the mill was opened this
track was extended south and west for the purpose of
reaching the timber, and in August, 1905, when the
railroad corporation was formed, was about 9 miles in
length. There is some obscurity in the record, but apparently the track was operated previous to 1905 in the
name of the Arkansas River & Southern Railway,
which purported to be a common carrier. When the
Fourche River Valley & Indian Territory was incorporated, capital stock to the amount of $220,000 was issued in exchange for the equipment and tracks then
laid and in operation. Subsequently an additional 6
miles was constructed at an expense of about $80,000,
January 2018

100 pounds.

The tap line operates two logging trains daily in each
direction with a coach, but its passenger revenues for
the fiscal year 1910 were only $1,100. Its principal
tonnage is forest products, amounting for the year
1910 to 142,359 tons, of which 31,176 tons was lumber. It moved during the same period 3,825 tons of
miscellaneous freight, including nearly 2,000 tons of
coal. The record indicates that 6,082 tons of freight
moving outbound and 448 tons moving inbound were
furnished by others than the proprietary company, or
an aggregate of about 5 per cent of its traffic. It does
not participate in through rates on articles other than
forest products, and its local charges on merchandise
are not filed with the Commission. The joint rates on
lumber, staves, etc., from points west of the mill at
Graytown are 1 cent per 100 pounds higher than the
rates from the mill; and the allowance made to the tap
line on movements from west of Gray-town are increased by that amount. There are said to be two or
three small mills in the vicinity that team their lumber
to the tap line. The Neimeyer Lumber Company has
extensive timber holdings in the vicinity of the
Fourche River Valley tap line, but it has a tap line of
its own, known as the Little Rock, Maumelle & WestFourche River Lumber Company vault, now in
ern, reaching that timber. An effort is being made to
someone’s side yard. - Andy Anders photo
colonize the cut-over lands and new settlers are comand bonds were issued to the lumber company there- ing in. It is hoped that it will develop into a farming
fore in the sum of $100,000. The tap line, as described country.
of record, is standard gauge, laid with 56-pound steel
and having substantial bridges. It extends from Bige- The operations of the tap line have been unusually
low, a town on the Rock Island, to Bellevue, a disprofitable, and it has paid dividends aggregating more
tance of 15 miles, with about 2 miles of side track. At than $100,000. The assets on June 30, 1910, amounted
a switch known as Wye, about 9 miles from Bigelow, to $341,000, including a surplus of $17,000 remaining
unincorporated logging tracks connect with the tap
after the payment during that year of a 16 per cent divline and reach out into the woods. The tap line has 1
locomotive, 1 combination passenger and baggage car,
1 tank car, and 61 freight and logging cars. The lumber company itself owns two locomotives, which it
operates on the logging tracks. The tap line has a twostory building at Graytown, used as a station and office, with small sheds and a loading platform at one or
two other points. It apparently uses the Rock Island
station at Bigelow, and it weighs carload shipments on
the lumber company's track scale at Graytown.
The logs are loaded by the employees of the lumber
company on the unincorporated tracks and are taken
by the tap line from Wye to the mill; a charge of 2
cents per 100 pounds is made for this service. The
manufactured product is subsequently moved by the
tapline from the mill to the Rock Island, less than a
mile away. The Rock Island allows out of the joint
rates, which are the same from the mill at Graytown as
from the junction, a division of from 2 to 3 cents per
Page 14 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

Base to one of the legs of the water tower.
- Andy Anders photo
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idend amounting to $35,200.

On August 9, 1904, a contract was entered into by the
Rock Island lines with the Arkansas River & Southern
Railroad, and this has been assigned to the Fourche
River Valley & Indian Territory. It provides for the
payment of divisions to the tap line, and requires that
not less than 50 per cent of its traffic shall be given to
the Rock Island.
In this case the Rock Island may lawfully allow the
tap line a switching charge of $1.50 for moving the
products of the controlling mill at Graytown to the
junction point, a distance of nearly 1 mile.

No Chapter Minutes submitted for December
2017

Page 15 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

Upcoming Events
Saturday, March 17, 2018
9am to 4pm
The 15th Annual Great NWA Model
Train Show
Embassy Suites Ballroom, 3303 Pinnacle Hills Parkway in Rogers, AR located
at I-49, exit 83.
For Children of All Ages! COST: $8,
Children 12 and under free
For more information, visit http://
sugarcreekrailroadclub.com/
Saturday, March 24, 2018
9am to 3pm
The Ozarks Model Railroad Association Train Show
Springfield Expo Center, 635 St. Louis
St, Springfield, MO.
Admission is $7, children under 12 are
free.
For more information, visit http://
www.omraspringfield.org/trainshows.html
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MEETINGS: Meetings of the member ship ar e open to the public on the thir d Thur sday of each month
at 7:00pm at the ADA compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad Museum at the Arkansas & Missouri Depot located on Emma Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter months are not held when the
Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement weather. Visitors are welcome at all chapter meetings.
UPCOMING 2018 SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS:
January 18 - Kansas City & Memphis Railway by Mike Sypult
February 15 - History of the Railway Post Office Service by Don Bailey
March 15 - TBD

QUESTIONS: Call 479-419-9674 or email us at info@arkrailfan.com
WEBSITE: www.arkrailfan.com
SUBMISSIONS: Send content (ar ticles, stor ies, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to
Mike Sypult, editor – arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the next SCRAMBER is the 9th day of each
month.
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter member ship is $12 per year . Member ship coor dinator for the Ar kansas
-Boston Mountains Chapter is Chuck Girard, 7510 Westminster Place, Fort Smith, AR 72903-4253. Please
make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National Railway Historical Society is
$50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com
for complete details.
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