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The Midland Valley Railroad in Arkansas - Part 3 of 3

In January 1948, Midland Valley Mikado #70 brings a train into South Ft. Smith. – Charles Winters photo
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ARKANSAS RAILROADS – THEN AND NOW
A series of articles on Arkansas railroads both past and present.

THE MIDLAND VALLEY RAILROAD IN ARKANSAS
Part 3 - By Mike Sypult

Here we see another January 1948 view of a Midland Valley train coming into South Fort Smith. - Charles Winters photo, Louis Marre collection

May 6, 1936 finds Kansas, Oklahoma & Gulf 225 partially on the Armstrong turntable in Fort Smith. - Jack Avery
photo, Louis Marre Collection
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In 1930, the Midland Valley became part of the Muskogee Roads, which included the Kansas, Oklahoma & Gulf.
On June 25, 1936, Consolidation 229 poses at the Fort Smith yard. - Jack Avery photo, Louis Marre collection

The tender emblazoned with the Muskogee Roads emblem, Consolidation 219 in Fort Smith on September 2,
1938. - Jack Avery photo, Louis Marre Collection
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World War II is in full swing as larger power shows up in the Fort Smith yard. 2-8-2 Mikado 75 photographed
September 15, 1942. - Jack Avery photo, Louis Marre collection

Sitting on the Armstrong turntable on June 14, 1944, Mikado 72 awaits the next assignment out of Ft. Smith. Notice the National Cemetery in the background. Today, this is the location of the Fort Smith Trolley Museum. Robert F. Collins photo, Louis Marre Collection
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The Midland Valley’s water tank in Fort Smith was somewhat unconventional, but functional. The war is over
and coal burning Mikado 72 poses on March 1, 1947. - Jack Avery photo, Louis Marre collection

The late Charles Winters found Mikado 74 in Fort Smith on July 4, 1949. - Charles Winters photo, Louis Marre
Collection
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Mikado 73 takes on water on June 1, 1952. The days of steam locomotives in Fort Smith are coming to a close. Charles Winters photo, Louis Marre collection

The date is July 20, 1952. In less than 7 months, four Midland Valley EMD GP7 diesel-electric locomotives will
replace Mikados 70-76. Fort Smith, AR. - A.E. Brown photo, Louis Marre Collection
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Midland Valley Diesel Locomotive Roster

MV

151-154

EMD

GP7

1953

to TP 106, --, --, 107

MV

152, 153 (2nd)

EMD

GP9M

1958

to TP 108, 109

The end of the steam era of the Midland Valley occurred in February 1953 when four 1,500 horsepower Electro Motive Division GP7 locomotives arrived. Mikados 70-75 were subsequently retired.
Only 5 years into their service on the Midland Valley, locomotives 152 and 153 were destroyed in a head-on
collision on February 1, 1958 in Bokoshe, Oklahoma. (See following article.) Using whatever parts were salvageable, the two locomotives were rebuilt by EMD to GP9M standards and returned to service.
After the 1964 sale of the Midland Valley to the Missouri Pacific, units 151-154 were painted in MoPac’s
Jenks Blue and renumbered 106-109. The units would later be renumbered 1696-1696 and would survive into
the late 1970s as a part of the Missouri Pacific and Texas & Pacific locomotive fleet.

Rebuilt GP9M 153 teams up with KO&G 801 in Fort Smith, August 1961 - Louis Marre photo
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GP7 154 along with rebuilt GP9M 152 rest in the Fort Smith yard, June 1962. - Louis Marre photo

Rebuilt GP9M 153 pulls a Midland Valley freight across the Kansas City Southern crossing at Panama, Oklahoma on August 28, 1962. - Louis Marre photo
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On August 11, 1960, photographer Marre along with chapter member Mike Condren took at ride on the Midland
Valley. With the Johnson #2 mine as a backdrop, GP7 154 along with 152 navigate the weed-grown rails at Excelsior, Arkansas. - Louis Marre photo

By June 11, 1964, the Missouri Pacific has already renumbered GP9M 153 to 109. Fort Smith, Arkansas. - Louis
Marre photo
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On June 29, 1964, former Midland Valley GP7 151, now 106 along with GP9M 153, now 109, idle in the Fort
Smith yard.- Louis Marre photo.

A historic day in Fort Smith 1967 as the crew poses with the final train on the Midland Valley. - Mike Condren
photo.
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Fort Smith, Arkansas - July 1965. MoPac 108 (ex. MV 152) shines with a new coat of Jenks blue. - M ik e
Condren photo.

GP7 153 hustles a southbound train to Rock Island , OK at SF Junction in Fort Smith. - Mike Condren photo.
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Tragedy in Bokoshe
By Mike Sypult
Located in Le Flore County, Oklahoma is the small
town of Bokoshe. Named for the Choctaw word
meaning “little creek,” Bokoshe was where the Fort
Smith & Western Railroad crossed the Midland Valley. It is also the location of two of the worst accidents in the history of the Midland Valley.
To begin our story, we go back to May 6, 1911. The
Midland Valley had built through Bokoshe in 1903
and by 1911, several trains a day, including passenger
trains, passed through the town. May 6 would be a
harbinger of things to come for the Midland Valley in
Bokoshe.
Trains collide; One Man Killed Five Others Hurt
In Wreck On The Midland Valley Near Bokoshe
Fort Smith, Ark., May 6 (Special)
One man was instantly killed and five injured when
eastbound local passenger train No. 43 of the Midland Valley road en route from Muskogee to Fort
Smith and due here at 11 o'clock Saturday morning
crashed into a work train of the same road one mile
east of Bokoshe, Okla., twenty seven miles west of
Fort Smith at 10 o'clock. All of the injured who were
brought to Sparks Memorial hospital here, are expected to recover. The dead: Claude Bryant, Cameron, Okla., crushed to death in wreckage; neck broken.
The injured: John Waites, married, Muskogee, Okla.,
both legs broken; C. H. Wells, Cameron, Okla. leg
and arms wrenched; John Dunovan, Muskogee,
Okla., head and body injured, Frank Hudgin, right
ankle broken, minor injuries; J. C. Downey, internal
injuries The injured and dead are members of a track
gang riding on the work train. None of the crew was
injured. The trains met on a curve in a deep cut. The
passenger train running at thirty miles an hour, coming east. Failure on the part of the passenger crew to
see the flagman of the work train caused the wreck, it
is said.

February 1, 1958 - a terrible day for the Midland Valley
as two trains collide head-on with three employee fatalities and five seriously injured. Here we see remains of
GP7s 152 and 153. Chapter member Mike Condren’s
Great Uncle Oslee Skinner was among the fatalities. Louis Marre collection

From The Daily Oklahoman, May 7, 1911, page 4
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RAILROAD ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION
Report No. 3800
MIDLAND VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY BOKOSHE, OKLAHOMA
FEBRUARY 1, 1958
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
Washington, D.C.
SUMMARY
DATE

February 1, 1958

RAILROAD

Midland Valley

LOCATION

Bokoshe, Oklahoma

KIND OF ACCIDENT

Head-end collision

TRAINS INVOLVED

Freight

Freight

TRAIN NUMBERS

41

42

ENGINE NUMBERS

Diesel-electric unit 152

Diesel-electric unit 153

CONSISTS

4 cars, caboose

12 cars, caboose

SPEEDS

30 mph

25 mph

OPERATION

Timetable and train orders

TRACK

Single, 4° curve, 0.44 percent descending grade eastward

WEATHER

Clear

TIME

10:55am

CAUSE

Overlap of authority to two opposing trains as a result of improper issuance of
train order

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION
REPORT NO 3800
IN THE MATTER OF MAKING ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REPORTS UNDER THE ACCIDENT REPORTS ACT OF MAY 6, 1910
MIDLAND VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY
August 20, 1958
Accident at Bokoshe, Okla, on February 1, 1958, caused by an overlap of authority of two opposing trains as a
result of improper issuance of a train order.
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TUGGLE, Commissioner

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 1

On February 1 1958, there was a head-end collision between two freight trains on the Midland Valley Railroad
at Bokoshe, Okla, which resulted in the death of three train-service employees, and the injury of seven train
service employees.
1

Under authority of section 17 (2) of the Interstate Commerce Act the above-entitled proceeding was referred
by the Commission to Commissioner Tuggle for consideration and disposition.
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Location of Accident and Method of Operation

This accident occurred on that part of the Eastern Subdivision extending between Muskogee and Rock Island, Okla, 88.1 miles, a single-track line over which
trains are operated by timetable and train orders.
There is no block system in use. The accident occurred on the main track at a point 20.6 miles west of
Rock Island and 1,213 feet west of the station sign at
Bokoshe. From the east there are, in succession, a tangent 1,304 feet in length, and a 4° curve to the right
1,081 feet to the point of accident and 641 feet westward. From the west there are, in succession, a 4°
curve to the right 1,054 feet in length, a tangent 825
feet, and the curve on which the accident occurred.
The grade for westbound trains is, successively, 0.37
percent ascending 491 feet, and 0.44 percent ascending 1,081 feet to the point of accident. The grade for
eastbound trains is, successively, 0.44 percent descending 1,054 feet, 0.60 percent descending 825 feet,
and 0.44 percent descending 641 feet to the point of
accident.
This carrier’s operating rules read in part as follows:

Right is conferred by train order, class and direction
by timetable
Right is superior to class or direction
Direction is superior as between trains of the same
class
S-72 Regular trains in the direction specified by the
timetable are superior to trains of the same class in the
opposite direction
S-89 Clearing time Opposing Trains - An inferior train
must clear the time (in timetable or train order) of an
opposing superior train not less than 5 minutes before
the leaving time of the superior train
FORM OF TRAIN ORDERS
S-A
Fixing Meeting Points For Opposing Trams
(1) No. 2 Eng 31 meet No. 1 Eng 25 at B

SUPERIORITY OF TRAINS

Trains receiving these orders will run with respect to
each other to the designated point and there meet in
S-71 A train is superior to another train by right, class the manner prescribed by the rules.
or direction

Midland Valley GP7 152 pulling train No. 41, still on the rails as fires burn in the aftermath of the head-on collision. Bokoshe, Oklahoma, February 1, 1958. - Louis Marre collection
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The twisted remains of Midland Valley GP7 153 smolder after the head-on with train No. 41 in Bokoshe. - Louis
Marre collection

This carrier’s rules and instructions for train dispatchers read in part as follows:

No 41 Eng 152 meet No 42 Eng 153
at Keota
No 41 hold main track at Keota

36 OPERATOR'S STATEMENT AFTER ABSENCE
- When an operator has been absent, train dispatcher
must not accept his statement that a train has not
passed and issue a restricting order addressed to such
train. Under circumstances admitting of a doubt, train
dispatcher must not attempt to restrict a train, either by
day or by night, upon operator's statement that it has
not passed.

The order was made complete at 10:34 a.m. Keota is
located 20.1 miles west of Panama and 11.4 miles
west of the point of accident. This train, consisting of
road-switcher type diesel-electric unit 152, four cars,
and a caboose, departed from Panama, the last open
office, at 10:35 a.rn., 2 hours 40 minutes late, and
while moving at an estimated speed of 30 miles per
hour it collided with No 42.

Timetable instructions provide that eastbound trains
are superior to westbound trains of the same class. The
maximum authorized speed for freight trains is 35
miles per hour.

No 42, on eastbound third-class freight tram, departed
from Shopton, 1.2 miles east of Muskogee, at 8:30
a.m., 30 minutes late. Switching operations were performed at Warner and Briartown, l9.8 miles and 34.0
miles east of Muskogee, and at Keota. This train, conDescription of Accident
sisting of road-switcher type diesel-electric unit 153,
12 cars, and a caboose, departed from Keota about
No. 41, a westbound third-class freight train, departed 10:30 a.m., and while moving at an estimated speed of
iron Rock Island at 9:35 a.m., 2 hours 20 minutes late, 25 miles per hour it collided with No 41.
and arrived at Panama, 11.9 miles west of Rock Island, at 9:55 a.m. , where switching operations were
None of the equipment of No 41 was derailed. The
performed. At Panama the members of the crew rediesel-electric unit and the first three cars of No 42
ceived clearance form A and copies of train order No were derailed and stopped on or near the track. The
27 which reads as follows:
fuel tanks of both diesel-electric units and the first car
of No 42, a tank car loaded with gasoline, were ruptured. The escaping fuel and gasoline become ignited.
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Both diesel-electric units and the first car of No 42
were destroyed by the collision and fire. The second
car of No 42 was badly damaged and the third car was
slightly damaged.

west of Panama and the next open office, was regularly assigned between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., with 1
hour off duty for lunch, daily except Saturdays and
Sundays. This accident occurred on Saturday.

The engineer and the front brakeman of No 42 and the
fireman of No 41 were killed. The fireman, the swing
brakeman, and the flagman of No 42, and the engineer, the front brakeman, and the flagman of No 41
were injured.

On this subdivision only two trains, Nos 91 and 42,
were scheduled. Their scheduled meeting point was
Stigler and the scheduled time at that station was 9:31
a.m. No 42 was superior to No 41 by direction. On the
day before the accident occurred, the operator at
Stigler was instructed by the chief dispatcher to report
The weather was clear at the time of the occident,
for duty at 10:00 a.m. on the following day to perform
which occurred about 10:55 a.m.
clerical work and the dispatcher had been so informed.
The operator said he reported for duty at the assigned
During the 30-day period preceding the day of the ac- time and soon afterward observed that the station
cident, the average daily movement over this line was clock had stopped. He requested the correct time from
1.73 trains.
the dispatcher, which was 10:11 a.m., and then asked
Discussion
the dispatcher the locations of Nos 41 and 42. He said
the dispatcher informed him that No 42 would arrive
The operator at Panama was regularly assigned beat Stigler about 10:20 a.m. and that No 41 had departtween 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., with 1 hour off duty
ed from Rock Island at 9:35 a.m. About 10:30 a.m. the
for lunch, daily except Saturdays, Sundays and holioperator at Panama advised the dispatcher that the stadays. On Saturdays the assignment was between 10:30 tion work for No 41 had been completed and that No
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. The operator at Stigler, 34.4 miles 41 was ready for departure. The dispatcher then called

Officials inspect the condition of Midland Valley GP7 152 shortly after the deadly collision. Bokoshe, Oklahoma,
February 1, 1958. - Herb Huber photo, John Dill collection
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By-standers gather around Midland Valley caboose 1550 after the tragedy in Bokoshe. - Herb Huber photo, John
Dill collection

the operator at Stigler and asked if No 42 had passed
that station. The operator replied that No 42 was not in
sight. The dispatcher then issued train order No 27
which established a meeting point between No 41 and
No 42 at Keota. This order was made complete to the
operator at Stigler at 10:34 a.m. and to the operator at
Panama at 10:35 a.m.

he became aware of anything being wrong was when
the collision occurred. He did not know whether or not
a brake application had been initiated immediately prior to the collision.

The crew of No 42 received clearance for their train at
Muskogee about 8:00 a.m. and entered the main track
from the yard at Shopton at 8:30 a.m. The conductor
After the crew of No 41 received copies of train order said that cars were set off at Warner, Briartown, and
No 27, the train departed at 10:35 a.m. The brakes of Keota. He said No 42 departed from Briartown at 9:40
this train had been tested and had functioned properly a.m., 29 minutes late, passed Stigler, where the trainen route. Approaching the point where the accident
order signal indicated Clear, at 9:55 a.m., 24 minutes
occurred, the estimated speed was 35 miles per hour. late, arrived at Keota at 10:20 a.m. and departed at
The engineer, the fireman, and the front brakeman
10:30 a.m., 20 minutes late. The brakes of this train
were in the control compartment at the front end of the had been tested at Muskogee and had functioned
diesel-electric unit, and the conductor, the swing
properly when used en route. Approaching the point
brakeman, and the flagman were in the caboose. The where the accident occurred, the engineer, the fireman,
fireman and the front brakeman were killed in the ac- the front brakeman, and the swing brakeman were in
cident, and the engineer, the swing brakeman, and the the control compartment at the rear of the dieselflagman were too seriously injured to be questioned
electric unit, and the conductor and the flag-man were
dining the investigation. It could not be determined at in the caboose. The engineer was killed and the front
what point the employees on the diesel-electric unit
brakeman, the swing brakeman, and the flagman were
first became aware that the track ahead was occupied too seriously injured to be questioned during the inby the opposing train. The conductor said that the first vestigation. The fireman said an 8-pound brake-pipe
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reduction was made some distance west of the point of
accident to control the speed of the train approaching a
grade crossing approximately 1,600 feet east of the
point of accident. He saw No 41 approaching on the
curve, immediately warned the engineer, and then
alighted. He said the engineer made an additional
brake-pipe reduction but he did not know whether or
not the brakes were applied in emergency. Trees and
buildings north of and adjacent to the track partially
obstructed the view of the track ahead from the cab of
a locomotive approaching from either direction.
No 42 was superior to No 41 by direction and, under
the rules of this carrier, No 41 was required to clear
the scheduled time of No 42 at any station not less
than 5 minutes. Without a train order, No 41 was not
authorized to proceed from Panama when it was ready
to depart about 10:30 a.m., since No 42 then was 20
minutes overdue at Keota, the next station where time
was shown. There was no open train order office between Muskogee and Stigler on the day of the accident. The dispatcher had determined from a yard clerk
at Shopton that No 42 had departed from Shopton at
8:30 a.m. but he had no further knowledge as to the
location of that train after it had entered the main track

at Shopton since the crew had not informed him concerning their location at any time. No 42 was authorized by timetable to pass Stigler after 9:31 a.m., 29
minutes before the operator went on duty at that station. In advancing No 41 by train order from Panama
to Keota, 12 1 miles, the dispatcher assumed, because
of work to be performed en route, that No 42 would
not arrive at Stigler before 10:00 a.m. when an operator would be on duty to deliver the restricting order to
the superior train.
No 42 passed Stigler at 9:55 a.m., 39 minutes before
train order No 27 was made complete to the operator
at Stigler and therefore was not restricted with respect
to No 41. No 41 was authorized by train order No 27
to proceed to Keota. Under these circumstances a lap
of authority was created and both trains simultaneously had authority to occupy the main track at the point
where the accident occurred.
Cause
This accident was caused by an overlap of authority of
two opposing trains as a result of improper issuance of
a train order.

Another view of the wreckage showing the derailed tank car that was filled with gasoline. - Herb Huber photo,
John Dill collection
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TRAIN CRASH KILLS THREE
BOKOSHE, Okla. (AP) - Two Midland [Valley]
freight trains collided and the engines burst into
flames here Saturday, killing three crewmen and for a
time threatening this eastern Oklahoma community
with a dangerous gasoline explosion.
The head-on crash occurred about 11 a.m. The wreckage burned for more than three hours and it was feared
for a time the flames would spread to several gasolinefilled tank cars making up one of the freights.
However, by about 2 p.m. the flames had been
brought under control without reaching the gasoline,
some of which spilled over the right-of-way in the
crash.
Chemical trucks were brought from Ft. Smith, Ark., to
extinguish the fire.
Bodies of two of those killed were removed from the
wreckage a short time after the crash, but a third man
was trapped in the flames and his body was not recovered until several hours later.
Seven other members of the train crews were injured,
five of them seriously. The two conductors escaped
unhurt.
Only two of the 20 cars on the two trains - 15 on one
and 5 on the other -were derailed from the track on a
long curve.
Site of the crash was about two blocks north of the
business section of Bokoshe, a town of about 300 persons.
From the Eugene Register Guard, Eugene, Oregon
- February 2, 1958
RAIL COLLISION FATAL TO THREE
Seven other members of the train crews were injured,
five of them seriously. The two conductors escaped
unhurt. The crash was about two blocks north of the
business section of Bokoshe, population 500. A dozen
homes are within about a one-block area near the
crash.
Those killed were identified O.B. Skinner, an engineer: R.K. Ferrell, a brakeman: and D.A. Hammons,
a fireman. Injured and taken to a Poteau hospital
were: Wayne Cox, Floyd Williams, Walter Grober,
R.W. Parks, and Cecil Clark. Parks, Cox and Grover
all were reported in serious condition. Suffering only
slight injuries were J. A. Brown and O.B. Gray. The
conductors who escaped injury were J. E. Wilerson
and H.E. Gruenwald.
From The Joplin Globe, Joplin, Missouri - February 2, 1958
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TRAIN CRASH KILLS THREE IN CREW
Two men killed and at least one other was believed
dead in the head-on collision of Midland Valley
freight trains in Bokoshe, Okla., Saturday. The bodies
of engineer O. B. Skinner and brakeman R. K. Ferrell
were recovered after the crash. A third, D. A. Hammons, fireman, was believed to be trapped in the burning wreckage. One train was loaded with gasoline.
From The Indianapolis Star, Indianapolis, Indiana
- February 3, 1958
Collision of two Midland Valley Railroad freight
trains near Bokoshe, Okla., last Saturday which killed
three trainmen was officially described today as resulting from "a complete man failure." The announcement
said the dispatcher involved has resigned. Six other
members of the train crew were injured. Midland Valley President Robert Lomax said a hearing conducted
jointly by the Interstate Commission and railroad official has been completed. The official announcement
said the collision "was due to an oversight and error
on the part of the train dispatcher when issuing a train
order governing the meeting point of the two trains
involved, which represented a complete man failure
on his part." Lomax said the dispatcher, D. D. Lee. of
Muskogee, was experienced and qualified. In resigning, Lee made a statement in which he said "there are
no words to express my sorrow for the employees involved. In other words, I wish it had been me instead
of them." Lomax said the announcement was made at
this time "because we feel the public is entitled to
know the cause of this most regrettable and tragic accident."
From The Lawton Constitution, Lawton, Oklahoma - February 6, 1958
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This three part series about the Midland Valley in Arkansas would not have been possible without the generous assistance of John Dill of Huntington, Arkansas, Dr. Mike Condren of Tahlequah, Oklahoma and Dr.
Louis Marre of Dayton, Ohio. Each contributed historic photos and stories that made the memory of the MV
come alive. Special thanks to Dr. Bill Pollard, Paul Strang and the late Herb E. Huber and Charles Winters as
well.
John Dill
John Dill grew up in Greenwood, Arkansas, then majored in History/Political Science at Hendrix College. After graduation he took a temporary job with Whirlpool Corporation in Fort Smith that lasted 40 years. John
never lost interest in history and continued to do research on various “local” subjects that interested him. He
has an interest in old machinery which includes things like historical coal mining and long gone railroads.
Over the years John developed a special interest in historical maps. After Whirlpool left Fort Smith, he attended UAFS for a year and a half taking courses like CAD and Land Surveying. Now fully retired, John is still
just as interested as ever in local history.

Dr. Mike Condren, left, pictured with John Dill.

Mike Condren
Dr. Mike Condren is a retired chemistry professor. He has been interested in trains his whole life. Mike grew
up in Van Buren, Arkansas. In 1963 he hired out as a summer replacement fireman on the Missouri Pacific.
He got all of his student time complete and was first out on extra board but did not get a call. Finally Mike
learned that St Louis bad ordered him because he wore glasses. When he started to college at the University of
Arkansas, Mike rode the Frisco to Fayetteville. He got to know the crew, even riding in the engine!
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Dr. Louis A. Marre
Louis A. Marre was born in Fort Smith in a year lost in the mist. Along with Mike Condren and Gordon Mott,
he was a dedicated railfan from high school days to the present. This condition, though serious, has not yet
proved fatal. His maternal Grandfather was a Frisco employee which accounts for being in Arkansas in the
first place and no doubt influenced his interest. He is presently Professor Emeritus from the University of
Dayton, having lived in Ohio for the last half century. At last count, he was author or co-author of twenty-one
books on railroad history subjects, as well as magazine articles beyond counting. He claims to have published
an average of a photo per day for the last twenty years. He also claims to speak Mandarin Chinese and win
Tango contests, as long as there are no witnesses to testify.

Enjoying a Lionel catalog, November 23, 1941
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Midland Valley’s Fort Smith, Arkansas Passenger Station

An early view (ca. 1903) of the Fort Smith Midland Valley station. - Mike Sypult collection

The old Midland Valley station was still standing on March 8, 1985. The depot faced north on Parker Avenue
where the US Attorney’s Office for the Western District of Arkansas now stands. - M ik e Sypult photo
Page 23 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

December 2017

Two views of the Midland Valley depot on Parker Avenue in Fort Smith. The top view was taken September 12,
1975 and the bottom view on October 30, 1982. - Paul Strang photos
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Top view November 12, 1985. Bottom view September 13, 1986, not long before demolition. - Paul Strang photos
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ABMT NRHS CHAPTER MINUTES ̶ NOVEMBER 16, 2017

Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the Reilly
McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by
the President, Bob Stark. The V-P, Al Kaeppel, was present. 19 members present and one guest, Patricia Dill.
Tom Duggan, Treasurer, was not present. Ken Eddy, the National Representative, reported that the NRHS has
a new web provider and payment system, with information to be forthcoming. Finances are good with 270
attending the Nashville convention and a profit of $20,000. The 2018 convention will start August 1 in Cumberland, Maryland. The 2019 convention will be in Ogden, Utah and may feature the UP Big Boy. The NRHS
finance report was passed around. The Fall conference in Kansas City featured a great tour of Union Station.
Rail Camp went well and NRHS elections are coming up. The November Scrambler has part 2 of an excellent
history of the Midland Valley RR in Arkansas. Chuck Girard, the membership director, was not present.
Old Business: The V-P passed around a signup sheet for the Children’s Christmas Train, Saturday, Dec. 2.
The Christmas dinner train payment, $20/person needs to be made to him. The train will leave at 6:30 on
Thursday, Dec. 21. Al misspoke, saying it would leave at 6:00. Mitch said that the 15th Gr eat NWA
Model Train Show has been finalized: Saturday March 17, 9AM to 4PM at the Embassy Suites Ballroom in
Rogers, I-49 Exit 83. Officer elections are coming up and the Pres., V-P, Treasurer, Secretary and Editor have
indicated that they are willing to continue to serve. If you have questions or want to volunteer, contact Bill
Merrifield. We could use a Program Manager.
New Business: Mike Sypult said that Mike Condr en has ear ly-onset Alzheimer’s and his Condrenrails
website is now offline. This is a nationally known treasure and the chapter authorized Mike Sypult to talk to
the Condrens for permission to take custodianship of the website and get it back online. Presumably the chapter would pay the provider for a period to be established. In addition, Mike will investigate downloading the
trove of RR material from Condren’s computer. We voted on the Preservation Award that gives a plaque and
$100 to the winner. The Ft. Smith Trolley Museum, Ft. Smith Historical Society, the Wheaton Depot and the
Heartland Museum were considered. The Trolley Museum won.
Train Talk: Pr ogr ams: J an.-Tom Duggan on the Combs, Cass & Eastern, Feb.-Don Bailey video on history
of the Railway Post Office service. Show-and-Tell: Jim Gattis showed railfan photos from Cajon Pass; Mitch
had an S scale steam loco he rescued; Mitch is participating in the Audio Theater of the Ozarks presentation
of a Christmas Detective play December 1, 3. Details are available at https://www.facebook.com/
NWAAudioTheater/ . Bob Oswald talked about his father, who was a RR machinist, with a group photo from
September 1925; Rose Hofer talked about a short line holding company, Pioneer Railcorp; The KCS Christmas train will run, see the KCS website for the schedule; Barb Gavron showed a poster for a Maui tourist RR;
The origin of the standard RR crossing approach alert, 2 longs, a short, a long (“Q” in Morse code) was traced
to British custom when the Queen was on board a train. Mike said there will be a presentation on the Kansas
City and Memphis Railway in Elm Springs Monday at the Heritage Center at 6:00 PM.
Malcolm K. Cleaveland, Secretary
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Recent and Upcoming Events
Saturday, March 17, 2018 - 9am to 4pm
The 15th Annual Great NWA Model Train Show
Embassy Suites Ballroom, 3303 Pinnacle Hills Parkway in Rogers,
AR located at I-49, exit 83.
For Children of All Ages! COST: $8, Children 12 and under free
For more information, visit http://sugarcreekrailroadclub.com/
Saturday, March 24, 2018 - 9am to 3pm
The Ozarks Model Railroad Association Train Show
Springfield Expo Center, 635 St. Louis St, Springfield, MO.
Admission is $7, children under 12 are free.
For more information, visit http://www.omraspringfield.org/
train-shows.html

2017 Christmas Train at the A&M - Gary McCullah
photos

Jim Gattis photo
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MEETINGS: Meetings of the member ship ar e open to the public on the thir d Thur sday of each month
at 7:00pm at the ADA compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad Museum at the Arkansas & Missouri Depot located on Emma Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter months are not held when the
Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement weather. Visitors are welcome at all chapter meetings.
UPCOMING SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS:
December 21 - Christmas Dinner Train 6:30pm
January 18, 2018 - Combs, Cass & Eastern Railroad by Tom Duggan
February 15, 2018 - History of the Railway Post Office Service by Don Bailey
QUESTIONS: Call 479-419-9674 or email us at info@arkrailfan.com
WEBSITE: www.arkrailfan.com
SUBMISSIONS: Send content (ar ticles, stor ies, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to
Mike Sypult, editor – arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the next SCRAMBER is the 9th day of each
month.
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter member ship is $12 per year . Member ship coor dinator for the Ar kansas
-Boston Mountains Chapter is Chuck Girard, 7510 Westminster Place, Fort Smith, AR 72903-4253. Please
make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National Railway Historical Society is
$50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com
for complete details.
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