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MoPac’s Paris Branch

On Sept. 3, 1959, MP GP7 #4129 brings the AC local into Paris, AR – Louis A. Marre photo
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ARKANSAS RAILROADS – THEN AND NOW
A series of articles on Arkansas railroads both past and present.

THE ARKANSAS CENTRAL – PART 2
By Mike Sypult

A
C
The Missouri Pacific Paris Branch
(1922-1982)

COAL PRODUCTION AND THE RAILROADS

On March 1, 1922, the Arkansas Central Railroad was formally purchased by the Missouri Pacific Railroad. Although having been owned by
the MoPac for many years since rail baron Jay
Gould’s 1901 control of the line, the railroad
would still be referred to as the “Arkansas Central” for years to come.

Now known as the Paris Branch - a part of Missouri Pacific’s Central Division, the line would
benefit from coal production and a connection
with the Fort Smith, Subiaco & Rock Island Railroad at Paris. (The Fort Smith, Subiaco & Rock
Island line from Paris to Dardanelle had its beginnings in 1909 and will be covered in the next
edition of THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER.)

On June 12, 1946, MoPac 2-8-2 Mikado #1524 pulls a string of coal gondolas - location unknown. - I. W. Heartsill
photo from the South Sebastian County Historical Society collection
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Jay Gould purchased the Little Rock and Fort Smith
and the Arkansas Central primarily for the coal. Jay
Gould’s other major concern was to prevent other
railroads, such as the Frisco, from building to Little
Rock. In Arkansas the Missouri Pacific System only
had one coal subsidiary, Western Coal and Mining.
In Missouri and Kansas they used three different
companies. For many years Jenny Lind supplied the
most coal of any single area into the system and almost all of it went for Missouri Pacific System consumption.
Coal was a major reason for the existence of the
Paris Branch. By 1909, Arkansas total coal production was estimated at 2,377,154 tons. 1909 just happened to be the peak year of coal mining in Arkansas, possibly because coal was being amassed in
preparation for the upcoming 1910 strike. After
World War I, mining began a slide it never recovered
from, largely from a partial loss of railroad sales and
domestic adoption of oil, gas, and later electricity for
manufacturing and home use. By 1927 production
was 1,555,000 tons and by 1936 it was estimated at
1,250,064 tons.

In fiscal 1925 Franklin County produced 15%
of the coal mined in Arkansas (much of that
from north of the Arkansas River) and Logan
contributed 9%. The largest producer, Sebastian County, produced 54% of the mined
coal that year. The 1927 Arkansas Mine Inspector’s report describes three strip mines
on the Arkansas Central in Franklin County.
First, Charleston Coal Company, 3 miles
northeast of Charleston, was operating a
strip mine using three large steam shovels.
Secondly, the W.E.B Coal Company was operating a strip mine two miles north of
Branch. This mine was connected with the
Missouri Pacific Railroad by a narrow-gauge
road over which coal was transported in four
and a half ton cars by a steam locomotive
(The Grand-Prairie Branch Railroad.) Finally,
Milltan Coal Company was operating a strip
mine 3 ½ miles northeast of Branch with a
large steam shovel and large drag-line. It
also used the narrow gauge railroad to ship
its coal to the main line “where it is loaded
into the railroad cars by a derrick.”

MoPac gondolas will full loads of Arkansas coal. - Joyce Friddle collection
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A map showing the Paris Coal Field from May 1, 1930. ABMT NRHS chapter member David Denman’s father
was instrumental in bringing modern mining equipment to the area. - John Dill collection

with small tipples…New mines
At this date, the majority of the coal production in
have been opened in the past
Franklin County still came from the field north of
decade. The main markets (in
the Arkansas River. Franklin County and Johnson
1936) for Paris coal are in MisCounty were neck to neck in 2nd and 3rd place in
souri, Kansas, Nebraska, and IoArkansas coal production. It is likely that the Paris
wa; but the fuel is also shipped to
field supplied more coal to the Arkansas Central
Minnesota, and North and South
than the Charleston Coal in 1927 but it may not
Dakota.”
have been substantially more. There were periods
when Charleston shipped more coal than Paris.
In 1939 Logan County was said to have produced 8728 “car loads of coal.” The figure for
The November 15, 1936 issue of the Southwest1940 was 10,310 car loads. This was the build
Times Record in Fort Smith published the first of
up to World War II. A “car load” was estimated
two “coal editions.” Included was a short history of at roughly 45 tons at that time. The fiscal 1944
the Paris, Arkansas coal field to that date. The fol- Arkansas Mine Inspector’s report said “Logan
lowing quotes were taken from that account:
County retains second place in production of
coal in this State (behind Sebastian). Produc“From a small beginning prior to the
tion was 823,192 tons in Sebastian and
World War, Paris coal has developed
451,430 tons in Logan. The report said producrapidly and coal men claim the fuel is
tion in both counties had dropped (each by a
now recognized as one of the best
little over 110,000 tons) - a probable reason
mined west of West Virginia. Before
was manpower for the war effort. Coal producthe war there were a few operations
tion at Charleston strip mines totaled a little
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Another busy mine during peak production of coal in the Paris area. - Joyce Friddle collection

over 12,000 tons that year.
For a while after World War II, Logan County actually led Arkansas coal production, but it was
greatly reduced all over the State at that time. By
the 1930s, railroads were converting their steam
locomotives to burn oil, so coal was not used as
much by the railroads. This was especially true
for the nearby Frisco Railroad.
PASSENGER SERVICE ON THE PARIS
BRANCH
With the growth of passenger train service and
the connection of the Fort Smith, Subiaco & Rock
Island Railway at Paris, the citizens of Paris requested improvements for their passenger depot.
From a May 10, 1923 local newspaper:
PARIS TO GET UNION STATION
Following the hearing at Little Rock
last Tuesday of the Citizen's Petition before the Railroad Commission for a new union depot at this
place, the Commission found that
such conditions existed which warranted a new station at Paris, and
have made and order requiring the
Missouri Pacific Railway and the
Fort Smith Subiaco & Rock Island
Page 5 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

Railway to build an adequate,
modern union station in keeping
with the size and necessities of
the traveling public at this place.
The station must be constructed
of brick, stone, concrete, brick
and stucco, stone and stucco,
or concrete and stucco.
The order also requires plans
and specifications must be submitted for approval of Commission not later than July 15,
1923; work must commence not
later than Sept. 1, 1923, and
finished ready for occupancy
not later than March 1, 1924.
The Commission retains jurisdiction of the parties and subject
matter herein for the purpose of
issuing such further orders as
may appear just and necessary.
No site for the building is specified by the Commission, that
being left to the railroad companies to be agreed to between
themselves.
For reasons unknown, this union station was
never built, but the Missouri Pacific did remodel and expand the Paris depot a few
July 2017

years later. From a February 10, 1927 report:

MISSOURI PACIFIC DEPOT BEING
ENLARGED AND REMODELED
Work has been started on enlarging
and remodeling the local Missouri Pacific depot, which will add greatly to its
appearance and convenience. The
expenditure will run from $8,000 to
$10,000.
The building has been moved back
north four feet, enlarging the platform.
A 24x12 foot waiting room for white
patrons is being added on the east
end, making the building 24 feet longer. The present "white" waiting room
will be used for colored patrons. The

A few years after the AC was acquired by the
Missouri Pacific, passenger train service was
economized. Timetable information shows as
of December 5, 1926, there was a mixed
(passenger/freight) train #755-756 daily except Sunday from Van Buren to Paris and return as well as a daily passenger only train
#746-749, from Paris to Fort Smith and return.
From the Paris Express, February 10, 1927:
NEW MOTOR CAR SERVICE
FOR MISSOURI PACIFIC
Beginning Thursday of last week
the Missouri Pacific passenger
train service from Paris to Fort
Smith was replaced with motor
car service, a change that had

The remodeled and expanded Paris MoPac depot as it appeared in June 1969. - Bill Pollard photo

office will be enlarged with the acquisition of the present "colored" waiting
room, while the present freight and
express department will remain its
present size.
The building will .be refinished
throughout, modernly arranged and
equipped. The outer, walls will be
stuccoed and the platform is to be reconstructed with amesite (concrete).
Page 6 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

been anticipated for several
months.
The motor car is a large up-todate model, adequate for the
present demand for passengers,
baggage express and mail. It is
electric driven, an oil engine
supplying power for the electric
generator. While it will be operated for the present on the old
passenger schedule, Conductor
July 2017

Missouri Pacific 609 - a gas electric motor car built by Sykes. It is not known if this particular car served on the
Paris Branch, but one similar to this provided motor car service. - Missouri Pacific Historical Society collection

Wahl says it is capable of better
speed and the schedule no doubt
will be shortened when the remaining 12 miles of light rails have been
replaced with heavier steel [85
pound – editor]. This improvement
is to be done at once, giving the
system heavy rails all the way from
Paris to Fort Smith. Mr. Wahl says
that a double schedule - two round
trips each day - is not contemplated
at present to his knowledge.
M. G. Wahl, who has been with the
road the past 23 years and conductor of the passenger train the past
17 years, is in charge of the motor.
G. S. Harper, passenger engineer
the past 12 years, is driving the car.
He is receiving instructions at present under Traveling Engineer
Black. Robert Goodwin, baggage,
express and mail clerk for the old
passenger run, has the same position on the motor.
As the motor requires only a threePage 7 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

man crew, Roland Stiles, passenger brakeman and a veteran of 18
years with the road, has been transferred to a local freight run. Fireman
Tom Grizzell has transferred to the
main line at Van Buren.
By February 6, 1927, MP timetables reported the
#746-749 passenger train operated as motor car.
Effective May 29, 1927, the mixed trains remained unchanged, but motor car passenger
trains #746-745-744-743 made two daily round
trips between Paris to Ft Smith. By March 1,
1929, Missouri Pacific Transportation began
three bus round trips daily between Fort Smith to
Paris. Mixed train and motor car passenger train
service remained unchanged, but by June 9,
1929, numbers of mixed train had been changed
to #793-794.
As highways were improved and private vehicle
access increased, the Missouri Pacific passenger
timetable effective January 26, 1930 showed
mixed trains #755-756 daily except Sunday between Van Buren to Paris and return. By this
July 2017

Missouri Pacific Timetable 16 effective February 2, 1941 showing a two hour and twenty minute trip between AC
Junction and Paris. - Bill Pollard collection

time all motor car passenger service was discon- the Paris branch, a man named Archibald Thomtinued and four MP Transportation bus schedules as Robertson wrote about his experiences riding
were established each way between Fort Smith & local passenger trains in June 1943:
Paris.
“It was Army pay-night at Fort
Missouri Pacific Employee Timetable #24 dated
Smith. In the tragic, swarming
October 29, 1944 showed mixed train service to
streets, the Salvation Army band
Paris on locals #755-756, operating Van Buren to
played 'There Is a Fountain Filled
Paris, daily except Sunday. The MP Public Timewith Blood,' and here and there on
table effective February 10, 1946 still showed
a quiet side street a boy and girl
mixed train service, but next issue of the Public
stood locked in desperate embrace.
Timetable cover dated June 16, 1946 shows ParThey had nowhere else to go, and
is as freight only. Employee Timetable #25 effecpassers-by looked on without comtive June 2, 1946 shows #795-796 as local
ment.
freights, also operating Van Buren to Paris daily
Early next morning, I lugged my
except on Sundays. Therefore, it is likely that the
suitcase down to the Missouri Paciflast run of mixed passenger train service on the
ic depot by the river where the local
Paris Branch ended sometime during the second
for Paris was due to leave at halfquarter of 1946.
past seven.
It didn't even come in until nine. I
Before local mixed passenger service ended on
watched a brakeman oil a boxcar
Page 8 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
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Missouri Pacific’s November 1, 1946 Central Division, Paris Subdivision Special Instructions showing the many
industries and mines in the Paris area. - Bill Pollard collection

on a siding by the river shanties built
of flattened oil-cans and scraps of
wood and tin. By one stood a rusty
automobile.
The brakeman said: 'I asked this river
rat why he didn't go down to Little
Rock and get himself a job. He says
he's got no gas. I asked why don't he
hop a freight train, and you know
what he says? - "I'm skerred of
freight trains."
My mixed train pulled in slowly and
after half an hour of tactical maneuvers in the yards, it was ready to set
forth for Paris where it should have
been by now. Rats had eaten most of
the plush from the chairs and the
Page 9 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

skeletons were covered with
dust. I was the sole passenger,
not only today, but perhaps for a
good many years. As we rattled
off through the hoboes' jungle, I
heard a whistle of surprise.
‘What in the Sam Hill you doin'
here, Mister? You ridin' on a
pass, or what?’
The conductor took my ticket reluctantly. I asked if he would
reach Paris at least in time for
dinner.
‘We got to stop at South Fort
Smith to work a smelter about
two hours. We might make Paris
by half-past three.’
July 2017

The West Coal Company mine in Paris, Arkansas. - John Dill collection

‘Two hours at the smelter?’ It was already hot.
‘Mister, they should have told you there
was a bus. Tell you, we're stopping
here a minute - we ain't been but a
mile or so. You get off and get your
money back. Tell 'ern I said so.’
We clanked to a stop.
‘Make up your mind, Mister!’
I jumped, and he tossed my suitcase
after me.
At the courthouse in Paris, it was the
general opinion that I had been thrown
by the untamed champion of slow
trains. The Farm Security Administration supervisor, Mr. Dellzell, recalled
that on his first trip to Paris he pitched
two whole games of horseshoes while
the train waited on a siding.”
From Slow Train to Yesterday – A Last Glance At The Local –
by Archie Robertson (1945: Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston) Excerpt from pages 52-53.
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CAMP CHAFFEE

Prior to the United States involvement in
World War II, the Department of War began
preparations to double the size of the US Army. In September 1941, the US Government
paid $1.35 million to acquire over 15,000
acres to establish an army training camp
called Camp Chaffee. Located at milepost
518 on the Paris Branch and built in only 16
months, the camp was activated in March
1942. During the war, the camp served as
both a training camp and prisoner-or-war
camp.
With the vast increase of traffic, including
troop trains and extra supply train movements,
Camp Chaffee required the installation of Automatic Block Signals (ABS) in 1942. These
signals were extended from Fort Smith to the
Arkansas Central (AC) Junction then on to
Camp Chaffee. Centralized Traffic Control
(CTC) was in place between Greenwood
Junction and Fort Smith. Considering the rest
of the MP Central Division down to Little Rock
did not get ABS until a few years after the end
of the war, this was a significant event. In
1942, Osawatomie to Coffeyville, Kansas on
July 2017

the MP was ABS, but Coffeyville to Van Buren was
dark territory (no signals).
Not only did the Missouri Pacific bring troop trains to
the base, but also the Frisco and occasionally the
Kansas City Southern operated trains to the camp.
The late Charles E. Winters reported the use of MP
locomotives of class 401-487 (Consolidation), 55015540 (Atlantic) or 6501-6521 (Pacific) as camp
switchers during construction.
During the war, some 3,000 German prisoners of
war were processed through the camp. In 1956,
Camp Chaffee was redesignated as Fort Chaffee
and used for various purposes including refugee resettlement. In 1997, command was transferred from
the US Army to the Arkansas Army National Guard.
The Fort Chaffee Redevelopment Authority was established to oversee a variety of industrial, residential and commercial projects.

CHANGES ON THE BRANCH

Along with changes at Fort Chaffee, and cessation of passenger service in 1946, the Missouri Pacific, like many other railroads, made
the transition from steam locomotives to diesel
in the early 1950s. Coal production was
changing as well. By 1955, Logan County produced only 33,807 tons of coal. Franklin
County’s Charleston area production was only
5,499 tons. The large underground mines
closed first – many within a few years of the
end of World War II. The last reference to an
underground mine of size operating at Paris is
in the 1962 Arkansas Mine Inspectors Report.
There was one “major” mine at Paris in 1962
and none in the 1964 reports, matching well
with the overall trend in Arkansas. Total State
production for fiscal 1964 was 241,725 tons.
Total production in Logan County was 11,599

The Paris, Arkansas freight and passenger depot jointly used by the Missouri Pacific and the Fort Smith, Subiaco
& Rock Island Railway as it appeared in June 1969. - Bill Pollard photo
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On July 2, 1975, the AC Local led by MP GP7s 235-238 have just crested a rise east of Lavaca and are ready to
transition before crossing AR96 just ahead. - Paul Strang photo

tons. Johnson, Franklin, and Sebastian ranked 1
-2-3. Logan ranked 4 with one small strip mine
(2 employees) and one small slope (3 employees). Some, or most, of this almost certainly
shipped somewhere by rail. By fiscal 1964 the
Charleston strip mine was still operating in
Franklin County and produced 78,579 tons of
coal that year. Coal was still being shipped on
the Missouri Pacific (AC), just not much from
Paris!
Throughout the 60s, 70s and into the 80s, the
Missouri Pacific continued to provide regular
freight service to Paris from Van Buren. As
Class I railroads began merging together, it was
inevitable that the Missouri Pacific would be acquired by a larger road. On December 22, 1982,
the Union Pacific acquired the Missouri Pacific.
The UP continued operations to Paris until leasing the Paris Branch to the newly formed Fort
Smith Railroad on July 7, 1991. For the last few
years of the Paris Branch, the Fort Smith Railroad supplied cars for the Tyson Foods feed mill
as well as the Arkansas Charcoal Company in
Paris. Just a year later after the Fort Smith Railroad lease, on June 30, 1992 an article ran in the
Tulsa World that would spell doom for the Paris
Branch:
Page 12 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER

LITTLE ROCK (AP) - Tyson
Foods Inc. will build a multimillion-dollar feed mill near Clarksville, the poultry company said
today. The new mill at the Spadra community in Johnson
County will replace Tyson's Paris
feed mill, the company said.
Most of the 34 workers and feed
truck drivers at Paris will transfer
to the new mill, according to a
Tyson news release. The new
mill will be on the main Union
Pacific Railroad line to improve
the rail delivery of corn, soy meal
and other bulk feed ingredients,
the company said.
"While the Paris mill has served
us well, rail service to it has become increasingly undependable
and storage there is limited,"
Buddy Wray, Tyson chief operating officer, said in a news release.
"The recent rail strike demonstrated the importance of good
July 2017

On September 5, 1991, a fairly fresh Fort Smith Railroad GP9 1791 switches the feed mill in Paris. - Paul Strang
photo

rail service and adequate storage
capacity. This move to Spadra will
improve both," Wray said.

ucts, paper products, scrap and finished steel,
lumber, peanuts, alcohol, military equipment and
charcoal.

The new mill will be capable of producing 120 tons of finished feed
per hour, have a finished feed storage capacity of 3,364 tons and
handle an additional 75 rail cars.
Construction is expected to begin
in August and completed by October 1993.
With the main source of revenue between Fort
Chaffee and Paris now removed, in August 1995
the Fort Smith Railroad abandoned the line from
Fort Chaffee to Paris - 33.7 miles, ending the
long, rich history of the Arkansas Central Railroad and the MoPac’s Paris Branch. Today, 18
miles remaining of the line is still served by the
Fort Smith Railroad, a subsidiary of Pioneer Railcorp. Current traffic includes grain, food prodPage 13 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
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Paris Branch Photo Album

It is August 1967 looking east toward Paris at Charleston, milepost 535.3 on the Paris Branch. - Bill Pollard photo

With a cable operated train order signal, the Charleston depot awaits the next train. – Bill Pollard photo
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By September 1969, the Charleston depot had been repainted to standard MP depot white. - Bill Pollard photo

In this August 1967 view, the Iron Mountain/Arkansas Central depot in Fort Smith still stands proud.
- Bill Pollard photo
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By June 1977, the Paris depot is gone and replaced with a 40’ boxcar - Bill Pollard photo

In 1975, the historic Arkansas Central and Fort Smith, Subiaco & Rock Island depot was being dismantled. Doug Harley photo
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It was a sad day for the residents of Paris, Arkansas in 1975 as the town depot was being torn down. - Doug Harley photo

Another view of the dismantling of the Paris depot in 1975. – Doug Harley photo
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The Fort Smith Railroad

On September 30, 1991, Fort Smith Railroad GP9 number 1902 heads east at Branch, Arkansas with loads for
Paris. - Steve Laser photo

Coming into Charleston is the eastbound local for Paris. September 30, 1991 . - Steve Laser photo
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At milepost 544.1 is the tiny hamlet of Ratcliff, Arkansas. The Paris local with cars for the Arkansas Charcoal
Company and Tyson Foods in Paris makes up today’s consist. - Steve Laser photo

Passing Maintenance of Way equipment at Ratcliff on September 30, 1991 . - Steve Laser photo
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It is December 8, 1992 as the Paris local crosses Highway 22 at Caulksville, AR . - Steve Laster Photo

Again at Caulksville, GP9 1791 hands the train on December 8, 1992. - Steve Laster Photo
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Passing by coal mine tailings is the Paris local at Paris, AR on December 8, 1992 . - Steve Laser photo

GP9 1791 (originally Great Northern 718) switches the Tyson feed mill in Paris in Dec. 1992. - Steve Laser photo
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At Barling, Arkansas (milepost 518), GP9 1791 hustles the Paris local back to Fort Smith . - Steve Laser photo

Milepost 521.3 is Central City, Arkansas as the Paris local returns to Fort Smith in Dec. 1992. - Steve Laser photo
Page 22 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
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At Lavaca, Arkansas, the Paris local whistles for the grade crossing at Bugscuffle Road 274 . - Steve Laser photo

Rounding the curve at Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, the Fort Smith Railroad crew is almost home . - Steve Laser photo
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The now abandoned AC line crossing of Ark 22 east of Charleston, AR on January 22, 1987- Paul Strang photo

With a new paint job, MP 2328 heads up the outbound AC local at Ft. Smith on April 28, 1987. - Paul Strang photo
Page 24 - THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER
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An eastbound military train headed for Fort Chaffee is at Fort Smith on April 23, 1991 . - Paul Strang photo

4-4-0 #623 at the water tank - looking west on the AC at Paris, Arkansas. - Jerald Rice collection
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On April 7, 2017, former ATSF GP20 2038 rests in the yard at Fort Smith. - M ik e Sypult photo

SOURCES:
Shortline Railroads of Arkansas by Gene Hull
Tulsa World
A SPECIAL THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS ARTICLE:

The late Charles E. Winters
Joyce Friddle
Dr. Bill Pollard
John Dill
Dr. David Denman
Dr. Louis Marre
Steve Laser
Paul Strang
Doug Harley

NEXT MONTH: The saga continues as we take a fascinating look at the For t Smith, Subiaco and Rock
Island Railroad in the August ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER.
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CHAPTER NEWS

From Chapter member Jim Gattis:
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CHAPTER MINUTES ̶ JUNE 15, 2017
Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the . Reilly
McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by
the President, Bob Stark. The V-P, Al Kaeppel, was present. 15 members were present, no guests.
May minutes were approved. Chuck Girard, local membership, was not present. Tom Duggan, Treasurer,
reported that our investment account has $9464.60 (interest=$0.86), checking $744.82, Total $10,206.42. Income was $60 from five chapter-only dues payments. Bill Merrifield, has stopped printing copies of the
Scrambler, so we are now all electronic. Mike Sypult, Scrambler editor, reported that we now have 87 subscribers and he has been getting lots of resources to include. Next issue will include part 2 of the history of
the Arkansas Central RR. Mike explained that he posts links on an Arkansas RR History site at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/arkansasrailroadhistory/
The Scrambler is being archived by the Univ. of Arkansas-Fayetteville. Ken Eddy, National Representative,
was absent, but intends to attend the National Convention in Nashville next week.
Old Business: National Tr ain Day on Satur day, May 13 was a disappointment because of poor attendance. Tom Duggan presented on construction of the Ft. Smith Union Station twice to small audiences. Our
chapter layout was there, but only 20 certificates were awarded, indicative of the few children. The May 20
attempt to open the museum to the public was a flop. The Ft Smith bell ringers canceled and the weather was
rainy. There was little or no publicity. This may have been providential because the parking lot was almost
filled to capacity with vehicles of people riding the train, leaving little space for museum visitors. The street
closures and detours around the station would have hindered people from parking close by. These are important lessons learned, especially about scheduling conflicts and need for expanded parking.

New Business: Mike pr oposed buying a new Sur facePr o tablet (appr ox. $700) to r un the pr ogr ams on
our new smart TV because the old laptop has VGA graphics, not compatible with HDMI. A motion was made
to authorize purchase of the new tablet, but discussion elicited the fact that there are VGA-to-HDMI converters available for as little as $30. The motion was withdrawn and a new motion passed to authorize Mike to
buy a converter to use with our old laptop. Time to get hopping on Frisco Fest and the Pres. said he would go
to Rogers and get us set up. Bob Bretch from Van Buren said that a Model Train Expo is planned for three
consecutive weekends (Th., Fri. and Sat.) beginning Fri., Nov. 24, the day after Thanksgiving (The first weekend will be two days only). If anyone from NWA wants to participate, layouts can be set up and run by volunteers since travel time, accommodations, etc. would be challenging for NWA participants.
Train Talk: Pr ogr ams: J uly-Show&Tell; There is a C636 Alco available somewhere in the NE. Mitch
showed a new boxcab loco. The Santa Fe Rwy Historical & Modeling Society convention is in Tulsa at the
Hyatt Regency. Starts with outings on Wed. June 21, main events Fri. and Sat.
Adjourned 7:50 PM, Bob's presentation was done with thumb drive direct to TV. It did not go well, there were
difficulties advancing the slides, had to start over several times. Better with computer?
Malcolm K. Cleaveland
Secretary
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AREA RAILROAD NEWS
Fort Smith Times Record
By Alex Golden / Times Record / agolden@swtimes.com
Posted Jul 13, 2017 at 12:15 AM
The Parks and Recreation Department will go forward with purchasing a $55,800 battery-powered replica of
the 68-year-old steam engine at Creekmore Park following a unanimous Tuesday vote by the city’s Board of
Directors.
The No. 999 Steam Engine, which carries sentimental value for those who rode it as kids, stopped working
more than a year ago.
Few companies are capable of making a new miniature steam engine, and the cost of doing so would be about
$240,000, according to a memo from Parks and Recreation Director Doug Reinert to City Administrator Carl
Geffken.
Operating a steam engine also requires a boilers license, and the Parks Department has one staff member who
has a boilers license, Reinert said.
The battery-operated replica, which will come from Western Train Co. of Temecula, Calif., is expected to be
at Creekmore by Sept. 15, Deputy Parks Director Sarah Deuster said at a Parks and Recreation Commission
meeting Wednesday.
“They are hand-delivering it, putting it on the track and making any final adjustments,” she said.
The Board of Directors also decided unanimously to waive the city’s competitive bid requirement and confirming the city’s contract with a Third Rock Recycling, LLC, amid accusations that Fort Smith mishandled
proposals for recycling contracts.
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MEETINGS: Meetings of the member ship ar e open to the public on the thir d Thur sday of each month
at 7:00pm at the ADA compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad Museum at the Arkansas & Missouri Depot located on Emma Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter months are not held when the
Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement weather. Visitors are welcome at all chapter meetings.
UPCOMING SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS:
July 20 - TBD
August 17 - TBD
September 21 - TBD
QUESTIONS: Call 479-419-9674 or email us at info@arkrailfan.com
WEBSITE: www.arkrailfan.com
SUBMISSIONS: Send content (ar ticles, stor ies, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to
Mike Sypult, editor – arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the next SCRAMBER is the 9th day of each
month.
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter member ship is $12 per year . Member ship coor dinator for the Ar kansas
-Boston Mountains Chapter is Chuck Girard, 7510 Westminster Place, Fort Smith, AR 72903-4253. Please
make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National Railway Historical Society is
$50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com
for complete details.
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