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Arkansas Central 4-6-0 #5 in Fort Smith, Arkansas ca. 1906 – Fort Smith Museum of History photo

The Scrambler

Page 1

May 2017

ARKANSAS RAILROADS – THEN AND NOW
A series of articles on Arkansas railroads both past and present.

THE ARKANSAS CENTRAL – PART 1
By Mike Sypult

A
C
FAST FACTS:
Incorporated: April 29, 1897
Total Miles: 46
Main Commodity: Coal
Route: Fort Smith to Paris, Arkansas
Fate: Controlled by the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern in February 1899; then to the
Missouri Pacific Railroad in June 1917; then to the Union Pacific Railroad in December 1982;
finally to the Fort Smith Railroad in July 1991.
Current Status: Fort Chaffee to Paris (31 miles) was abandoned in August 1995. Pioneer
RailCorp’s Fort Smith Railroad still runs the 15 remaining miles.

Coming in the June 2017 issue of THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBER:
A detailed history of the Arkansas Central up through the Missouri Pacific Years
July 2017 – The Arkansas Central in recent years as the Fort Smith Railroad
August 2017 – The Fort Smith, Subiaco & Rock Island
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All 4 photos by Jim Gattis

The Scrambler

Page 4

May 2017

Submitted by member Tom Duggan:

A Hot Excursion
From the Van Buren Argus
Reprinted by Fort Smith Times, May 23, 1900, page 1
“Van Buren Argus: The writer, who in a fit of mental aberration, joined the excursion part to Eureka
Springs Sunday, is now among those classified as a sadder if not wiser man.
The Frisco, with its usual liberality, furnished a train of reclining chair cars for the Fort Smith crowd
without even whistling a salute through Van Buren. Thirty minutes later another train showed up
equipped with a miscellaneous assortment of cars carrying the colored population of Fort Smith, and
this the Van Buren delegates to the number of about 300 were invited to occupy. They did so four
deep.
After an uneventful trip we arrived at the Springs about 11 o’clock. The day was spent in eating
anything in sight and trying to drink up all the spring water and the “blind tiger” booze that could be
found. As a consequence, a majority of the crowd who gathered at the depot to start home were full,
some of booze and some of water. The time was put in at the depot while waiting for the train to start
by fighting principally. The reporter witnessed several fights and could learn of no cause except that
nature did not provide for the mixing of limo [sic] water and “pine-top booze.”
The trip home was enlivened by the occasional discharge of firearms and war hoops from half-baked
Fort Smith dudes who had become imbued with the idea that they were tough from reading “Hell on
the Border,” The good people of Rogers, Springdale and Fayetteville, catching the spirit of the fun,
heaved several specimens of limestone through the windows, leaving no doubt we wanted to preserve
them in our collection. We appreciate the compliment but our time was so occupied in dodging the
specimens and broken glass that at times we neglected to return thanks in the proper language.
We arrived home at 3o’clock in the morning thoroughly cured of the malady that was threatening us.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday & Sunday, June 17-18, 2017 – Chicago, Illinois

From TRAINS Magazine Newswire: Nickel Plate 765 heading for Chicago, Joliet this summer!
FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Nickel Plate Road 2-8-4 No. 765 will head to Chicago this June for public
excursions between Joliet, Ill., and Chicago on The Joliet Rocket.
On June 17-18, Nickel Plate No. 765 will pull two round trip excursions each day from the Joliet
Transportation Center to a private event at LaSalle Street Station, where passengers will be treated to
an extended layover event featuring live music, entertainment, re-enactors, vintage cocktails,
appetizers and awards for best dressed attendees. The trips will also feature a scheduled photo runby.
Sponsored by the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society Inc. and in partnership with Metra, The
Joliet Rocket excursions will offer economy coach and deluxe coach seating options. The society may
also offer first class and dome car amenities as well.
Special limited railfan event passes will also permit photographers to join the event during the
layover at LaSalle Street station. Tickets go on sale March 28 at 6 p.m.
See video promo HERE
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CHAPTER MINUTES – APRIL 20, 2017
Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the
Reilly McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. Meeting was called to order
at 7:08 PM by the President, Bob Stark. 18 members were present, and one guest, Michelle Sears.
We welcomed back Ellis Melton.
March minutes were approved. Chuck Girard, local membership, reported that 7 people have not
paid chapter dues. He distributed copies of a list of members. Tom Duggan, Treasurer, was not
present, so there was no financial report. Bill Merrifield, although he is no longer the Scrambler
editor, bought a new printer and printed out the Scrambler in booklet format (with color photos in
gray scale) for mailing to the four members who cannot get it off the internet. He reported that the
total cost was about $6, with ink ($3) and postage ($2.80). Mike Sypult, Scrambler editor, was
absent. Ken Eddy, National Representative was absent.
Old Business: National Train Day is Saturday, May 13. Chuck Girard said that the NPS would like
our participation with a presentation by Tom Duggan on construction of the Ft. Smith Union Station
at 1:00 and any artifacts and photos we can bring. The A&M plans runs to the bridge at 11:00, 1:00
and 3:00, prices are $20 adults, $15 children under 15. Our chapter layout will be there. We could
use George Allison's lockset entertainment.
New Business: None.
Train Talk: Programs: May-Dick Hovey ?; June- Show & Tell; Gary McCullough- Big Boy is
coming along, UP is beginning to put the locomotive back together again; Saw a retaining wall built
by the Chinese for the SP in the 19th century, dry fitted (no mortar) and still in good condition; will
ride the refurbished Nickel Plate 765 in June. Mike Sypult and Malcolm Cleaveland have proposed
teaching a four hour course on RRs for the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) NWA chapter in
the Fall of 2017. Mike would do two hours on RRs of NWA and Malcolm would do two hours on N.
American RR history and the present-day Class I RRs.
Adjourned 7:50 PM but there was no computer, so Bob's presentation could not be presented. There
was some discussion about avoiding that in the future.
Malcolm K. Cleaveland, chapter secretary
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MEETINGS: Meetings of the membership are open to the public on the third Thursday of each
month at 7:00pm at the ADA compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad Museum at the Arkansas &
Missouri Depot located on Emma Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter
months are not held when the Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement weather. Visitors
are welcome at all chapter meetings.
UPCOMING SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS:
May 18 – Dick Hovey
June 15 – Chapter Show and Tell
July 20 - TBD
QUESTIONS: Call 479-419-9674 or email us at info@arkrailfan.com
WEBSITE: www.arkrailfan.com
SUBMISSIONS: Send content (articles, stories, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to
Mike Sypult, editor – arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the next SCRAMBER is the 9th day of
each month.
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year. Membership coordinator for the
Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter is Chuck Girard, 7510 Westminster Place, Fort Smith, AR
72903-4253. Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National
Railway Historical Society is $50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer
to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.
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