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Arkansas Central 4-6-0 #5 in Fort Smith, Arkansas ca. 1906 ï Fort Smith Museum of History photo  
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ARKANSAS RAILROADS ï THEN AND NOW  
A series of articles on Arkansas railroads both past and present. 

THE ARKANSAS CENTRAL  ï PART 1 
By Mike Sypult 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAST FACTS: 
Incorporated: April 29, 1897 

Total Miles: 46 

Main Commodity: Coal 

Route: Fort Smith to Paris, Arkansas 

Fate: Controlled by the St. Louis, Iron Mountain and Southern in February 1899; then to the 

Missouri Pacific Railroad in June 1917; then to the Union Pacific Railroad in December 1982; 

finally to the Fort Smith Railroad in July 1991. 

Current Status: Fort Chaffee to Paris (31 miles) was abandoned in August 1995.  Pioneer 

RailCorpôs Fort Smith Railroad still runs the 15 remaining miles. 

 

Coming in the June 2017 issue of THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBER: 
A detailed history of the Arkansas Central up through the Missouri Pacific Years 

July 2017 ï The Arkansas Central in recent years as the Fort Smith Railroad 

August 2017 ï The Fort Smith, Subiaco & Rock Island 
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