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ARKANSAS RAILROADS – THEN AND NOW
A series of articles on Arkansas railroads both past and present.

THE ARKANSAS WESTERN – PART 2
By Mike Sypult

WATCO’s Arkansas Southern Railroad
By Mike Sypult

by a tri-weekly turn from Heavener. Although
there was not much business between
Waldron and Heavener, Waldron still had
service to the Furniture Factory, pulp wood
yard, chip mill, Citgo butane, pole yard and
B&B Cedar, along with robust service to the
feed mill of Arkansas Valley Incorporated
(later Tasty Bird, now Tyson Foods.) Trains
would consist of 40 to 50 cars and derailments
were common. The classic wooden depot
located at Main and East 1st Street in Waldron
lasted into the late 1970s where Mr. Bill
Murray was the local depot agent.

In the March 2017 issue of THE ARKANSAS
SCRAMBLER, we examined the early years
of the Arkansas Western Railroad which was
completed from Heavener, Indian Territory to
Waldron, Arkansas in Scott County in 1902.
In this issue, we will look at the status of the
line from the 1950s to the present day.
THE KCS YEARS
In 1904, the Arkansas
Western became a subsidiary
of the Kansas City Southern
Railway and for the next 88
years would remain so. In
1930, the line was extended
eastward to the lumber town of Forester, but
this portion of the line was only in service for
24 years before being abandoned. In 1941,
William N. Deramus II became president of
the Kansas City Southern and by 1953, the
line was completely dieselized. Power on the
branch included SW-7s and later F7 and F9
cab units as well as GP7 road switchers.

REDEMPTION AND REHABILITATION
By the early 1980s the KCS was considering
applying for abandonment of the line due to
its dilapidated condition and decrease in
business. Thanks to cooperation of Federal,
State and local government, the Waldron
branch was spared abandonment proceedings.
Just north of Waldron, communities like
Booneville and Mansfield had lost railroad
service with the shutdown of the Rock Island
in March 1980. Another loss like this would
have been devastating to the economy and
people of Waldron. However, all that changed
on July 11, 1983. The article below explains:

By the 1970s, track conditions had
deteriorated badly and service was provided
The Scrambler
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The Waldron to Heavener project was
selected as the top priority for rehabilitation in
Arkansas and as such was the first rail project
let to contract by the Highway and
Transportation Department under the
Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory
Reform Act of 1976, Highway and
Transportation Director Henry Gray noted.

AHTD COMPLETES FIRST RAIL
REHABILITATION PROJECT
From Arkansas Highways
Volume 29 Number 2 – Fall 1983 – Pg. 10-11
Arkansas State Highway Commission, Little
Rock
Bill Stanton, editor

Funding for the project was a cooperative
effort involving the Federal Railroad
Administration and the KCS. The Highway
and Transportation Department's Rail Plan
Section handled the administrative details and
the project construction activities were
monitored by Resident Engineer Dale
Spencer and Resident Inspector Pete Page.
Gray told the audience the KCS had invested
nearly $3 million of its own money in the
project and had committed itself to the people
of Waldron and Scott County.

A day-long celebration marked the completion
of the rehabilitation of the Arkansas Western
Railway Company's Waldron, Arkansas to
Heavener, Oklahoma line, July 11.
The celebration started at 9:00 a.m. when the
first of about 300 people rode by bus from
Waldron to Heavener to board special railroad
cars decorated in red, white and blue for the
35-mile train ride back to Waldron. For many
it was the first opportunity to ride a train. It
was a treat for both the young and old and the
Kansas City Southern Railway Company
made numerous trips during the day for those
who wanted to ride the train.

Nearly 10 miles of the line is located in
Oklahoma and the Oklahoma DOT made
available $1.3 million of its 1979 allocation of
FRA funds, through a Rail Funds Transfer
Agreement, to the AHTD for use on this
project.

The Arkansas Western Railway, a subsidiary
of KCS has operated the line since 1902.
Scott County residents had gathered near the
same spot 81 years ago to drive a silver spike
commemorating the completion of the line.
The 1983 celebration was just as meaningful.

It took the cooperation of many - federal,
state, local and the railroad to get the jobs
done, J.E. Gregg, vice president of operations
for KCS noted. “It took almost a perfect
situation to come to the fruition of today”,
Gregg said.

Just a few short years ago this line was being
considered for abandonment by the railroad.
This would have been disastrous for the
Waldron area since many of the major
businesses depend on the railroad for
transportation of their products and possibly
would have been forced to relocate without
the services of the railroad.

Waldron Mayor Canton Roberds called the
rehabilitation of the KCS rails more important
than the opening of the section of line 81
years earlier. The dedication site was
adjacent to Valmac Industries, one of the
prime users of the Heavener-to-Waldron line.
The company receives from seven to eight
train car loads of grain weekly.

The dedication ceremony started promptly at
3:00 p.m. at the Tastybird Corner crossing.
Gov. Bill Clinton, who rode into Waldron by
rail, said the future growth of Scott County
rested with completion of the work, the first
project of its kind under the federal railroad
rehabilitation act.

The day’s festivities continued with a "FunFood-Fellowship" including fried fish, chicken,
hush-puppies and all the trimmings at the
Waldron St. Jude’s Church grounds. The 35
miles were rebuilt with 43,540 cross ties,
120,092 rail anchors, 92,035 tons of base
aggregate, 29 new timber trestles and 15
repaired trestles. Primary track work of
ditching, tie replacement, ballast rail surfacing
and alignment, and laying of continuous
welded rail was done by KCS work forces.

The $4.7 million project began during
Clinton's first term as governor and he
credited State Rep. Bud Rice of Waldron and
former State Senator Gene Rainwater of
Greenwood as having been instrumental in
arranging the railroad improvement package.
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Subcontracts for replacing timber bridges with
metal pipe culverts were let to Weaver-Bailey
Company for the Oklahoma portion, and
Hamilton-Patton Company for the Arkansas
portion.

from Springhill to east of Hinkle, La. and the
Sibley Branch from Minden to Sibley, La.; the
Tuscaloosa Branch, which includes the
Tuscaloosa Subdivision east of Columbus,
Miss. to Tuscaloosa, Ala., the Warrior Branch
between Tuscaloosa and Fox, Ala., and the
Brookwood Branch from Brookwood Junction
to Brookwood, Ala.
“With the execution of these leases, KCSR
will free up resources to focus its energies on
our core lines for the movement of NAFTA
traffic,” said Art Shoener, KCSR president and
chief executive officer. “WATCO will continue
to provide quality, customer-driven service to
our branch line shippers. We view this
transaction as win-win for KCSR and
WATCO, as well as our branch and main line
customers.”

After this substantial rehabilitation, the KCS
Waldron Branch speeds were increased and
derailments were rare. Throughout the next
two decades, KCS provided reliable and
consistent service to Waldron. With the 1994
passage of the North American Free Trade
Agreement, the 1990s saw the Kansas City
Southern expand into Mexico with the
acquisition of the Texas Mexican Railway
(TM) and Grupo Transportación Ferroviaria
Mexicana (TFM). As the self-professed
“NAFTA Railway”, the KCS would seek to
lease branch lines to shortline operators as
evidenced by this 2005 joint press release by
the KCS and shortline holding company
WATCO:

Under the lease, these branch lines will
continue to receive rail service, but from the
three railroads owned by WATCO instead of
KCSR. The three railroads are the Arkansas
Southern, the Louisiana Southern and the
Alabama Southern.
“We are very pleased to have entered into
this agreement with KCSR,” said Terry
Towner, WATCO president and chief
operating officer. “WATCO has had a long
and beneficial relationship with KCSR and we
look forward to continuing our outstanding
relationship with these transactions.”
“We are committed to continue delivering
quality rail service to our new customers,
KCSR and the communities served by our
three new railroads,” Towner said. “We will
have the people, the locomotives and the
resources ready to achieve maximum
customer satisfaction from the very first day,
and we are very honored that KCSR has
chosen us to operate these lines.”

Kansas City, MO, July 20, 2005.
The Kansas City Southern Railway Company
(KCSR) and WATCO Companies, Inc.
(WATCO) today announced the lease of five
of KCSR’s branch lines in Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Louisiana and Alabama to three
railroads owned by WATCO, a short line
railroad company. The leased lines include
the KCSR Waldron Branch from east of
Heavener, Okla. to Waldron, Ark.; the
Nashville Branch from Ashdown to Nashville,
Ark.; the Hodge Subdivision from Gibsland to
north of Pineville Junction, La.; the Minden
Branch, which includes the Hope Subdivision
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Both Shoener and Towner expect the
transition of the rail operations to begin in
September on the two Louisiana lines, with
the Arkansas and Alabama properties to
follow in October and early November.
Specific dates will be announced soon.
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WATCO Transportation Services’ Arkansas
Southern Railroad (ARS) officially began
operations on October 9, 2005. Consisting of
two branches, the Waldron line is now known
as the Arkansas Southern Northern Branch.
The Arkansas Southern Railroad’s Southern
Branch runs northeast from Ashdown,
Arkansas, to Nashville, Arkansas on the
former Graysonia, Nashville & Ashdown
shortline.

Thanks to Tony Howe for the history of the first
Arkansas Southern. http://www.msrailroads.com

TODAY’S ARKANSAS SOUTHERN

THE ORIGINAL ARKANSAS
SOUTHERN RAILROAD (1892-1906)

Today, WATCO’s Arkansas Southern
(Northern Branch) continues to service
primarily the Tyson Foods mill in Waldron.
Remaining unused track in Waldron is utilized
for excess car storage. Although track
conditions have deteriorated since the 1983
rehabilitation 34 years ago, tie replacement
and new ballast have recently been added and
regular service to Waldron continues.

WATCO’s Arkansas Southern is actually the
second railroad in the State of Arkansas to
carry this name. The first Arkansas Southern
was chartered on August 29, 1892 to build a
line southward from El Dorado 27 miles to
Junction City, Arkansas and ultimately into
the State of Louisiana. By August 1899, the
line was extended to Ruston and by June 1902
rails had reached Winnfield, Louisiana.

The long, storied history of what began as the
Arkansas Western Railroad maintains its
legacy 95 years later in 2017. With it comes
the hope of future economic development in
an area of Arkansas dependent on rail service.

On November 28, 1903, the Arkansas
Southern Extension Railroad was incorporated
to build 10 miles further south to Packton,
Louisiana to a connection with the Louisiana
& Arkansas Railroad with trackage rights to
Alexandria. Both the Arkansas Southern and
the Arkansas Southern Extension Railroads
were sold to the Stuttgart & Southern Railroad
which merged (along with the Arkansas
Kansas & Colorado Railway and Little Rock
& Southern Railroads) to form the Rock
Island, Arkansas & Louisiana Railroad on
October 31, 1905. The Rock Island leased the
Rock Island, Arkansas & Louisiana Railroad
for 999 years on January 31, 1906. The line
was then completed from Alexandria to
Eunice in 1908.
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PHOTO ALBUM - THE KCS YEARS

On January 3, 1975 KCS GP7 4151 is eastbound coming into Bates, AR. Frost is still on the grass
between the rails. – Paul Strang photo

The Scrambler

Page 6

April 2017

KCS caboose 378 is in the cut is east of Bates, heading to Waldron. The right-of-way was pretty
mucky—far too wet for trackage. Still early morning on frosty January 3, 1975. – Paul Strang photo

KCS caboose 378 and eastbound train going away at the same location. – Paul Strang photo
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KCS 71 on the business end with eastbound Waldron Turn at Hon, AR on November 28, 1975. The
fresh ballast is an indicator of a recent derailment. – Paul Strang photo

The Scrambler

Page 8

April 2017

Locomotives 71 and 91 at same location in Hon making the final approach into Waldron. No
derailments so far today, November 28, 1975. – Paul Strang photo

KCS F7s 71 and-91 moving eastbound at Hon, AR. Photographer Strang shot this trip in black and
white as well and published it in the UofA journalism magazine in the spring of 1976. – Paul Strang photo
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KCS 91 switching Valmac (later Tyson) feed mill in Waldron on November 28, 1975. – Paul Strang photo

KCS’s Arkansas Western power, F7s 91 and 71 are resting at the old depot while crew gets lunch –
November 28, 1975 – Paul Strang photo
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Facing west, locomotives 91 and 71 idle next to the classic depot on Main and East 1st Street while the
crew gets lunch – November 28, 1975 – Paul Strang photo

On June 24, 1976, at Coaldale, OK on the Arkansas-Oklahoma State line, a woodchip hopper has
derailed, spilling its contents. Chapter member Mike Condren is checking out the damage. This was an
almost normal occurrence before the line was rebuilt in 1983. – Paul Strang photo
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ABOVE - On June 5, 1976, KCS F7s 71 and 86 switch the Valmac feed mill in Waldron. BELOW - On
the same date, 71 and 86 cross the Six Mile Creek west of Oliver, AR while heading to Waldron. The
nose door is open for air flow. It was normally propped open with a rerail frog, otherwise the rocking of
the unit would shut the door. – Paul Strang photos
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It is June 5, 1976 and locomotives 71-86 are attacking a hill west of Oliver, AR The white smoke is
because the engineer is revving it up. When top speed at 10mph, there’s no chance to get a run at the
hills. The train has crossed through a couple cattle guards and is approaching a small trestle. The fresh
ballast is there because of a recent derailment. – Paul Strang photo
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It is June 27, 1976 and KCS’s Arkansas Western power, F7s 71 and 86 are in Heavener, OK getting the
carbon cleared out so that they won’t set fires along the right-of-way. This procedure was done
periodically since the Arkansas Western track was so poor the speed was restricted to 10 mph.
Locomotive 95 (which was washed and has the red lettering repainted that afternoon) is in the
background. You might barely be able to make out that shop personnel are stomping out fires in the oilsoaked ground between the units. – Paul Strang photo

From April 24, 1966 KCS Employee Timetable – Author’s Collection
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With railroad and local officials looking ahead, 5 year old KCS GP38 4010 pulls three carloads of people
celebrating the rehabilitation of the Waldron Branch. July 11, 1983 – Mike Sypult photo

The KCS used a red, white and blue flatcar to haul passengers about 5 miles west and back to the
Tastybird mill in Waldron. July 11, 1983 – Mike Sypult photo
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Federal, State and local officials were present including 2nd term governor of Arkansas and future US
President, Bill Clinton. – Mike Sypult photo
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In the early years of the Arkansas Southern Northern Branch, SKOL GP30 3002 and K&O GP38 1153
sit with their train at US Highway 71 crossing in Waldron on January 8, 2007. – Paul Strang photo

Arkansas Southern Railroad Map showing Northern and Southern Branches in Arkansas
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ABOVE - It is a rainy day on March 15, 2015 as the Arkansas Southern Waldron Turn passes through
State Line Road on the Arkansas-Oklahoma border. BELOW – WAMX GP38 3804 lettered for the
Kansas & Oklahoma Railroad is in Waldron on the same date.- Murphy Zane Jenkins-Henson photos
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January 8, 2007 looking east toward downtown Waldron. The near switch is lined for the Tyson feed
mill. WATCO’s Arkansas Southern Railroad is in its second year of operation. – Paul Strang photo

Click HERE to see a video of the Arkansas Southern at work on March 13, 2015 – credit Murphy
Zane Jenkins-Henson
COMING NEXT MONTH IN THE MAY 2017 ISSUE OF THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER:
The Arkansas Central – Missouri Pacific’s Paris Branch – Part 1
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A solitary pony keeps watch over the Arkansas Southern OK Feeds Mill in Heavener, OK April
7, 2017 – Mike Sypult photo
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A relic in time – cement whistle crossing sign and abandoned rails is about all that remains of
the 1930 Forester extension of the AW Railroad April 7, 2017 Waldron, AR – Mike Sypult photo
The Scrambler
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STEP BACK IN TIME – JUNE 1979 – Fayetteville, Arkansas – Gary McCullah photos
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Austin and Texas Central recently received former BRC 605, a C-424, from the A&M.

This SW 1500 with a fine paint job, compatible with the colors of El Dorado & Wesson, is presently
inoperable, sitting on the Lion Oil refinery grounds in El Dorado, AR. LTEX is Larry's Truck Electric,
a dealer and scrapper in Warren, Ohio. - Jim Gattis Photo
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Submitted by chapter member Mitch Marmell
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, April 29, 2017 – Carona, Kansas
Heart of the Heartlands Railroad Club in Carona, Kansas will be having their next Railroad Slide and
Media Show at the Webb Family Museum beginning at 10am and ending at 5pm. Bob Plough and
Lance Garrels will be the featured presenters. To learn more, visit
http://www.heartlandstrainclub.org/

Saturday, April 29, 2017 – Tecumseh, Kansas
The 2017 NRHS Quad-Chapter event will be hosted by the Topeka Kansas Chapter of the NRHS on
Saturday, April 29th at the C&H Railroad in Tecumseh, Kansas.

Saturday, May 13, 2017 – Fort Smith, Arkansas
National Train Day was established by Amtrak in 2008 to mark the anniversary of the completion of
the Transcontinental Railroad. The Arkansas Boston Mountains Chapter of the NRHS in conjunction
with the Arkansas & Missouri Railroad and the National Park Service will celebrate the 2017
National Train Day at the Historic Frisco Passenger Depot at beginning at 100 South First Street
beginning at 10am.
Festivities include an A&M passenger train offering train rides to the Arkansas River Bridge and
return. $15 for passengers ages 3-12 and $20 for passengers ages 13 and older. The A&M will have a
gift shop available and the Arkansas Boston Mountains Chapter of the NRHS will have train layouts
for kids to operate. At 1pm Tom Duggan will present on the History of the Fort Smith Union Station.
Within walking distance is the National Historic Site, Fort Smith Museum of History, the Fort Smith
Trolley Museum and several restaurants.
The Fort Smith Trolley Museum will celebrate National Train Day on May 13, 2017, with free trolley
rides and refreshments from 10am to 5pm. All the museums equipment will be open and on display.
Stairs to the cab of the Frisco 4003 will be in place so the cab can be safely viewed. The Indian
Territory Pistoliers will put on shows throughout the day. Mitch Marmel will set up his model trolley
layout for children of all ages to have an opportunity to operate. The Fort Smith Area Amateur Radio
Club will also be attending as well! This is a popular and fun activity for everyone and we hope to
see you there! For more information, visit http://www.fstm.org/

Saturday & Sunday, June 17-18, 2017 – Chicago, Illinois
From TRAINS Magazine Newswire: Nickel Plate 765 heading for Chicago, Joliet this summer!
FORT WAYNE, Ind. — Nickel Plate Road 2-8-4 No. 765 will head to Chicago this June for public
excursions between Joliet, Ill., and Chicago on The Joliet Rocket.
On June 17-18, Nickel Plate No. 765 will pull two round trip excursions each day from the Joliet
Transportation Center to a private event at LaSalle Street Station, where passengers will be treated to
an extended layover event featuring live music, entertainment, re-enactors, vintage cocktails,
appetizers and awards for best dressed attendees. The trips will also feature a scheduled photo runby.
Sponsored by the Fort Wayne Railroad Historical Society Inc. and in partnership with Metra, The
Joliet Rocket excursions will offer economy coach and deluxe coach seating options. The society may
also offer first class and dome car amenities as well.
Special limited railfan event passes will also permit photographers to join the event during the
layover at LaSalle Street station. Tickets go on sale March 28 at 6 p.m.
See video promo HERE
The Scrambler
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Ringling Brothers to auction off passenger cars, equipment

Two cuts of Ringling Bros. circus train passenger cars sit side-by-side in Charleston, W.Va. - Chase Gunnoe

PALMETTO, Fla. — Managers at Feld Entertainment say they'll auction the fleet of more than 120
railcars and other assets that make up the two Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey circus train
consists.
Passenger car collectors, tourist railroads, and others now have the opportunity to bid on passenger
cars, flat cars, and other pieces of equipment through a new online portal. There are a total of 127
railcars available for bid.
Interested parties will have the chance to bid on multiple pieces of equipment at once using a pulldown menu on a newly created web page. The page includes a spreadsheet-like format that shows car
specifications, builder information, and built-date, as well as reporting marks and images of each
railcar.
The deadline to bid is by the close of business on Friday, March 10.
Feld managers are also assembling a list of running gear parts for passenger equipment. That
inventory will be able for bid in the coming days.
The company’s circus trains will continue touring for another two-and-a-half months before the
equipment is deadheaded to a to-be-determined location for disposition to winning bidders in late
May.

The Scrambler

Page 27

April 2017

CHAPTER MINUTES - MARCH 16, 2017
Minutes: Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society
at the Reilly McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. March 16, 2017.
Meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM by the President, Bob Stark. Sixteen members were present,
one of them a new member, Bob Brock. He has a RR background with the MoPac and Katy.
Minutes of the February meeting were approved.
Malcolm Cleaveland, the secretary, thanked Bill Merrifield for taking minutes at the last meeting in
the secretary's absence. Tom Duggan, the Treasurer, said that our total assets were$10,264.26,
checking acct $715.04, Investment acct $9,459.22. There were major expenses, $263.91 for T-shirts
from Ink & Thread and $440 Xmas Train reimbursement to Al Kaeppel. Income was $70 from the
Train Show and $0.36 interest. Chuck Girard , local membership, reported that only nine members
have not paid up yet, and we have three new members for a total of 48. Ken Eddy, the National
Representative, reported that a new NRHS brochure is forthcoming, maybe on April 1 (no fooling!).
Mike Sypult, the new Scrambler editor, noted that the e-version can have unlimited pages and he
wants submissions by the 9th of each month to be incorporated in that month's Scrambler. We now
have 80 subscribers to the e-zine and he expects more. The Kansas City chapter has proposed a
presenter exchange. Discussion: We can send them CDs with PowerPoint presentations, but that's
lacking the presenters input. What we need is to record the presentations so we can send a DVD.
The President said that we should have been recording them all along, that much history has been lost
because we did not and some of the presenters are no longer with us.
Old Business: Mitch Marmel reported that the Sugar Creek Train Show, last Saturday in February,
apparently made some money so it should be back next year for the 15th time.
New Business: Dick Hovey, Tom Duggan and Al Kaeppel are organizing a RR show to increase
interest in the museum, to raise funds and increase our membership at the same time. Meals could be
served in the dining car, we could have excursions and a dinner train. A limited trial run with a choir
is tentatively set for May 20 and if all goes well there would be the event itself this fall. Train Day is
May 13, making arrangements with Brenda.
Train Talk: Tom Duggan said that he saw Arkansas & Western loaded coal trains. Discussion
indicated that it was "metallurgical-grade" coal for high purity coke, not intended for power
production. Dick Hovey had a Wabash banner. Mitch Marmel showed some O scale models
produced in shortened form of half their normal length for unfathomable reasons. There will be a
train slide show at the Corona, KS museum on April 29, 10:00-5:00. Car pool?
Presentation: Tom Duggan gave a presentation on a very strong Redland Launching Bridge made of
self-weathering steel, built in increments by sliding the bridge sections on rollers into place onto the
abutments.
Malcolm K. Cleaveland , Secretary
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MEETINGS: Meetings of the membership are open to the public on the third Thursday of each
month at 7:00pm at the ADA compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad Museum at the Arkansas &
Missouri Depot located on Emma Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter
months are not held when the Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement weather. Visitors
are welcome at all chapter meetings.
UPCOMING SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS:
April 20 – “The Ozark & Cherokee Central Railroad” by Bob Stark and Al Kaeppel
May 18 – “A Railfan Trip to Pittsburgh, PA in 1973” by Dick Hovey
June 15 – Chapter Show and Tell
QUESTIONS: Call 479-419-9674 or email us at info@arkrailfan.com
WEBSITE: www.arkrailfan.com
SUBMISSIONS: Send content (articles, stories, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to
Mike Sypult, editor – arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the next SCRAMBER is the 9th day of
each month.
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year. Membership coordinator for the
Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter is Chuck Girard, 7510 Westminster Place, Fort Smith, AR
72903-4253. Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National
Railway Historical Society is $50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer
to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.

AND THEN WE HEARD FROM…Dr. Louis A. Marre, Dayton, Ohio – email March 11, 2017
“Live long enough, everything comes around.
I have now seen in print, in a manner of speaking, the mighty Fourche la Fave River. Few now living
recall the highly advanced Frog Bayou, Fourche la Fave River y Pacifico, whose cutting-edge shops
developed a compound 0-2-0T. Preliminary testing, under great secrecy, discovered unusual balance
problems, exacerbated by the engineer in charge of the test run who was slightly heavier than the
locomotive, and fidgety. Further developments were lost to history when the accountant, expecting a
visit from the sheriff, burned the books. It will be up to your researchers to probe further into this
matter, I having moved out of the state permanently in 1962.
Oddly enough, I spent more time in Heavener than some employees of the KCS, and never, ever saw a
train either coming from, going to, or actually on the Arkansas Western. That was, of course, before
the upgrading let alone the leasing of the property. I gathered they ran (a term used loosely there) at
night, and that spasmodically. I did, however, not only see but photograph the pile driver in
Heavener, so perhaps that was a good omen. Always interesting reading, and I appreciate it. LAM
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