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Winter 1903 near Waldron, AR - Chard Davidson estate, Scott County Historical & Genealogical Society

The Scrambler

Page 1

March 2017

ARKANSAS RAILROADS – THEN AND NOW
This issue marks the beginning of a series of articles on Arkansas railroads both past and
present.

THE ARKANSAS WESTERN – PART 1
By Mike Sypult

Nestled in the west central part of Arkansas bordering Oklahoma is Scott County. Situated on the
South Fork of the Poteau River in the Ouachita Mountains is the town of Waldron, Arkansas. In
1896, the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Railroad built southward to Heavener, Indian Territory, just
10 miles west of the Scott County Arkansas border. Considering the vast untapped timberlands of
the region, it wasn’t long before a railroad was planned to build eastward to Waldron. Incorporated
by local interests in 1899 and completed in 1901, the Arkansas Western Railroad connected Waldron
with the then renamed Kansas City Southern Railway. By 1910, Heavener became a division point
of the KCS.

At the west Scott County town of Cauthron ca. 1902 - Chard Davidson estate - Scott County AR Historical
& Genealogical Society
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From Steam Powered Video's Comprehensive Railroad Atlas of North America: Prairies East and
Ozarks

Arkansas Western 4-6-0 “ten-wheeler” locomotive #2 - Chard Davidson estate - Scott County AR
Historical & Genealogical Society
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A large crowd watches as men lay rail in Waldron in 1902 - Scott County AR Historical & Genealogical
Society

Consulting engineer Mr. J. Spencer compiled a construction report for the superintendent of the
Arkansas Western on August 1, 1902. His report gives us a picture of the condition of the early line:
1) There were too many curves located in cuts; 2) after recent rains in 1902, many original
ditches filled up with dirt to a level with the ties, making the operation of the road
exceedingly dangerous on curves in cuts; 3) there were 42 bridges on the line in 1902; 4)
ties were the worst culls taken from along the right-of-way with white oak, post oak,
chestnut and pine ties found under one single piece of rail. Many of the ties had no
holding qualities and were showing signs of rot after only a couple of years; 5) original
rail was apparently 48-lb rail bought at a cut-rate price from the Santa Fe (who used this
rail since 1880). The width of flange was only 3 1/2 inches wide; 6) the early line owned
two 6-driver Santa Fe locomotives, one passenger coach and one freight car; 7) in 1902,
freight traffic averaged $5,000 a month and passengers $950 a month. Section men (20)
earned $1.20 per day, their one engineer earned $85 a month, and the fireman earned $55
a month.
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Waldron, Arkansas depot – undated

In 1904, the Kansas City Southern organized the Arkansas Western Railway Company and the
Arkansas Western Railroad became a KCS subsidiary. Initial plans were to extend the railroad from
Waldron to Hot Springs, Arkansas and connect with other lumber mills.
By 1928 plans were being made to extend the line another 22 miles to the east to the company
owned sawmill town of Forester. Service began to the Caddo River Lumber Company’s new mill in
1930. The mill became the largest and most productive in the state, with its huge lumber shed
measuring eighty feet wide and 1,000 feet long and storing millions of board feet of kiln-dried,
planed lumber. By 1955, the timber resources would be depleted and the mill would shut down.
Forester, once a thriving town with a population of over 1,300 in 1940, would become a ghost town.

KCS Baldwin 2-8-0 520 (built December 1907) crossing highway 80 at Bluff Road - - Scott County AR
Historical & Genealogical Society
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From May 31, 1936 KCS Employee Timetable – Author’s Collection

Forester, Arkansas depot – undated, presumed early 50s

Once the line was cut back to Waldron at milepost 31.9 (from Heavener) the line would continue to
serve as an economic lifeline to this important Arkansas community. In 1960, Arkansas Valley
Incorporated built a large feed mill for its chicken operation and later a processing plant and
hatchery, which used an enormous amount of grain cars, and was later known as Tasty Bird, Inc.
Deferred maintenance by the KCS left the track deteriorated so badly, the speed limit was lowered to
5 MPH and frequent derailments on the branch were common. Former Waldron Police Chief Bill
Luttrell reports, “I was working at the feed mill back in the 70's, when the KCS was still using two
old F-units at that time. Waldron still had its depot in operation and Bill Murray was the depot agent.
At that time the train hauled a lot of freight in and out of Waldron, we still had the Furniture Factory,
pulp wood yard, chip mill, Citgo butane, pole yard and B&B Cedar, most of it was hopper cars for
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the feed mill A.V.I. Back then, usually the train had 40 or 50 cars three times a week - Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. I knew the crew and they would let me ride in the engine while they
switched Waldron.”
In 1983, the KCS received federal and state funds to complete a $4.7 million dollar rehabilitation of
the Waldron branch. Train speeds were increased to 25 miles per hour and derailments were
virtually eliminated. In 1992, the Arkansas Western Railway was formally merged into the parent
KCS. In a move to save costs, the KCS leased the Waldron Branch in 2005 to the shortline
conglomerate WATCO as the Arkansas Southern Railroad. Now serving the Tyson feed mill and
operations in Waldron, the former Arkansas Western Railway continues in 2017 serve the people of
Waldron and Scott County with regular freight train service. What began in 1901 is still
accomplishing a vital purpose 116 years later.

From April 24, 1966 KCS Employee Timetable – Author’s Collection

NEOSHO DAILY DEMOCRAT Volume 13 - NEOSHO, MO. TUESDAY, JULY 24, 1917
Changes on the K. C. S. In view of the suggestion of the Railroad War Board for the
reduction, where possible, of passenger trains where such reduction will not materially
discommode the railroad patrons, it has been decided to re-arrange the schedule of the
Kansas City Southern Railway, effective July 29th, 1917, eliminating what are known as
trains Nos. 5 and 6. Train No. 5 leaves Kansas City at 8:45 a. m., runs to Fort Smith, Ark.,
where it arrives at 9:15 p, m. Train No. 6 leaves Fort Smith at 6:00 p. m., and arrives at
Kansas City at 6:30 a. m, f the following day. The new schedule will restore the operation of
trains in effect prior to December 3rd, 1916 Trains Nos. 1, 2 and 8 running at about the same
time as at present; but Train No. 4 will leave Shreveport, La., at 8:40 a. m. instead of 12:00
noon, and reach Kansas City at 7:15 a. m. the following day making all stops as previously
made. There will practically be no change in time of trains south of Shreveport
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The schedule on the Arkansas Western Railway, between Heavener, Oklahoma and Waldron,
Ark., will also be changed so as to make one round trip per day instead of two as at present.
It is believed that the new schedule will give ample accommodation for all patrons of the
company, and, in view of the war conditions existing, it is to be hoped that all concerned will
appreciate the necessity of the railway company conserving its power and equipment for the
needs of the government.

In 1932 the railroad was extended 22 miles to
Forester which was strictly a company-owned
Sawmill town. When I was a child the train
crew would throw me a candy bar, but I was
afraid of the steam engine and would wait
until it left before I would go get it. Back
when train ran to Forester it was a mixed
daily. It went to Forester one day and back to
Heavener the next day. It always had a
passenger coach on the back, and was pulled
by an E-3 Class engine 2-8-0, hand fired coal
burner.

HISTORY OF THE ARKANSAS
WESTERN RAILROAD
(Sometimes known as the 'All Walk and
Push") by W.E. (Bill) Luttrell
Reprinted from the February 1986 issue of the
Arkansas Railroader
My name is W.E. (Bill) Luttrell, the Chief of
Police of Waldron, Arkansas and a train buff.
I was born and raised beside the Arkansas
Western railroad tracks in 1942 on the east
side of Waldron. I have wanted to do a story
on the A.W. for some time, and now that they
have dedicated our new railroad, it is time for
history's sake. This story would not have been
possible without the help of a lot of oldtimers. My thanks go out to them. It would be
impossible to write all the information they
gave me and some of it was quite humorous.
The railroad tracks were completed to
Waldron in 1902 with 80-lb steel and at one
time supported two passenger trains which ran
from Heavener, Oklahoma to Waldron, a
distance of 33 miles. One train (#2) left
Heavener at 6:00 AM and arrived at Waldron
at 8:20 AM with stops at Godman, Bates,
Cauthron, Harris, Bryan and Hun. The return
trip left Waldron at 9:00 AM and got back to
Heavener at 11:30 AM.

ca.1941 Forester, AR - Forester Historical
Society

Forester is now a ghost town, nothing left but
foundations, cemeteries and lots of memories.
Forester itself has quite a history, too much to
mention in this writing. Forester in its heyday
was a very busy place, at one time having a
population of 1,500 compared to 1,200 at
Waldron. It was built by Caddo River Lumber
Company and later sold to Dierks Lumber and
Coal Company. The town was laid out very
neat, the white folks lived in green houses and

I now live one house from where I was born
on the 33 1/2 mile marker, about a half mile
from the end of the line.
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the colored folks lived in all red houses on the
other side of town. It supported a company
store, large 2-story hotel, drug store, service
station, garage, theatre, barber shop, beauty
shop, doctor office and two schools.

project. They used quarter-mile sections or
100-1h welded steel, 43,540 new ties, 93,035
tons of ballast, 33 miles of ditching, replaced
29 timber trestles with culverts and 15 others
were repaired. The speed limit has now been
raised to 25 MPH, almost equal to the 35
MPH on the KCS main line. The entire trip
and switching operation can now be done in 4
1/2 hours, which used to take all day. They
now handle approximately 1500 cars a year.
The main line of the Kansas City Southern
runs north-south from Kansas City to Port
Arthur, Texas.
They now use SD-40's and SD 50's on the
main line, two pulling and one slave unit
cowards the end of the train, which usually
consists of 100 cars. They also have a coal
train that runs from Wyoming to Texas that
uses 7 engines, 4 pulling and 3 slaves. This is
a joint effort of Burlington Northern and the
KCS.

ca.1941 Caddo River Lumber Company Mill in
Forester, AR - Forester Historical Society

Back then all the lumber was loaded by hand
into box cars and it had the longest lumber
shed in the south. Dierks Lumber and Coal
Company kept two steam engines of their own
at Forester, which ran for miles through the
mountains to bring logs to the mill. With all
the virgin timber gone in 1952, the company
moved out. I saw my first pug-nose F-9 diesel
at this time, a red and yellow Kansas City
Southern unit.

The rebuilding of this branch line is ironic,
when 15 miles to the north, the main line of
the Rock Island from Tucumcari, New Mexico
to Little Rock is now bankrupt (and being
dismantled). The citizens of Waldron are very
proud to have a new railroad into our city,
especially when they are abandoning lines
everywhere. I believe this will surely bring
progress and new industry to our area.

Then in the years to follow, business began to
fall off in Waldron, with the shutdown of saw
mills, and there was talk of abandoning the
track from Waldron to Heavener, which is
where the Arkansas Western joins the main
line of the Kansas City Southern.
The railroad has been completely rebuilt, and
was dedicated July 11, 1983. It was a joint
effort of the KCS and Arkansas Highway and
Transportation Department, a $5 million
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THE FORESTER EXTENSION OF THE ARKANSAS WESTERN
By Dr. James R. Fair, Jr.
James Rutherford Fair PhD P.E. (October 14, 1920 – October 11, 2010), also
known as James R. Fair, was a notable American chemical engineer. His
professional career included 33 years working in a variety of industrial positions,
primarily for Monsanto Company.
In 1979, he shifted to academia, joining the University of Texas at Austin School of
Chemical Engineering, where he founded the Separations Research Program, which
he headed from 1982 until 1996. Although he officially retired in 1992, he remained
active as professor emeritus until his death in 2010.
Jim spent some of his early years growing up in Little Rock and was a notable
author of Arkansas railroad history including his 1969 book entitled The North Arkansas Line: The Story of
the Missouri & North Arkansas Railroad and his 1997 book The Louisiana and Arkansas Railway: The Story
of a Regional Line.
He was an avid book collector and his very large collection on railroad history and operations was donated
to the Railroad and Heritage Museum at Temple, Texas. He conducted research on railroad history and to
this end published a number of articles over the years. The following article was originally published in the
June 1972 issue of the Arkansas Railroader.

One of the last railroad construction projects in Arkansas produced a 23.2 mile stretch of mountain
trackage that today has been well erased from the Ouachita landscape. This was a most interesting
line that had 2.5% grades, 10 degree curves, deep cuts in rock and a monstrous wooden trestle. It
rose and fell in Scott County, near the Oklahoma line, between the years of 1928 and 1955. Herein is
its story.
This line was planned in 1928 as an eastward extension of the Arkansas Western, and resulted from
the need of the Caddo River Lumber Company to ship finished lumber from a proposed new mill.
The mill would be located near the southeastern corner of Scott County, on Cedar Creek and
adjacent to the thousands of acres of virgin shortleaf pine owned or controlled by the company. To
induce the Arkansas Western to invest in the construction of the 23 mile extension, Caddo agreed to
ship at least 30 million board feet of lumber each year for a period of 15 years (some 15 or 20 years
of cutting was available at this rate). This amounted to upwards of 1500 cars per year for the
Arkansas Western, a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Kansas City Southern.
At the time, the lumber company was operating, a hardwood mill at Mauldin, near Mount Ida in
Montgomery County, and softwood (mostly pine) mills at Glenwood and Rosboro. The latter
communities were in the northeastern corner of Pike County and a few miles apart on the Norman
branch of the Missouri Pacific. The company's Caddo and Choctaw Railroad had formerly operated
common carrier service west out of Rosboro, but by 1929 had cut back to serving the three existing
mills by trackage rights over the Missouri Pacific (Rosboro-Norman) and over a lumber company
line from Norman to Mauldin.
Construction of the extension was estimated to cost $425,000, financed by the issuance of first
mortgage bonds that were purchased by the Kansas City Southern. The eastern terminus (and mill
town) was given the name Forester, after an Arkansas Western director and prominent citizen, C. E.
Forrester (but with the spelling changed). At Forester the lumber company developed plans for a
large town complete with electricity, hotel, company stores, and some 500 houses. Investment by the
company would be over $700,000.
The Scrambler

Page 10

March 2017

Railroad construction commenced June 26, 1929, after receiving approval from the Interstate
Commerce Commission on April 23, 1929. Grading was handled under contract with the firm of
Williamson and Williams of Batesville, Arkansas. Bridge and trackwork was handled by KCS
forces. The line was well built with 85-pound relay rail, white oak ties and tie plates on curves of 7
degrees and over. Dirt ballast was considered sufficient. There were 24 bridges, all rated Cooper E29 or higher. One steel span was included, a 250-foot through truss affair over Fourche La Pave
River at mile 49.4.
From Waldron (mile 31.8) the line swung through a gap and then began a steady 2.5% climb up the
side of Ross Mountain, increasing elevation from 665 feet at Waldron to 1,020 feet at the summit
(mile 37.8). Then there was a series of ascents/descents to the summit of Dutch Creek Mountain at
1,105 feet and mile 41.1. From this point the line descended to the Fourch La Pave valley on a
steady 2% grade, crossing Hazel Creek at mile 44.4 on a spectacular trestle 686 feet long and 58 feet
high. From Parks (mile 45.8) the line followed the river valley to Cedar Creek and then up that creek
to Forester at mile 55.9 and elevation 655 feet. The approach to Forester was up a 1.25% grade with
a final short stretch of 3.0%,

1930 - The spectacular and newly created Hazel Creek trestle at milepost 44.4 - 686 feet long and 58
feet high. - Scott County AR Historical & Genealogical Society
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1930 - The spectacular and newly created Hazel Creek trestle at milepost 44.4 - 686 feet long and 58
feet high. - Scott County AR Historical & Genealogical Society

KCS (former Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf) Baldwin 4-6-0 #376 (built October 1898) crosses the Hazel
Creek trestle at milepost 44.4. This may have been the first train over the trestle in 1930. - Scott County
AR Historical & Genealogical Society
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KCS (former Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf) Baldwin 4-6-0 #360 (built February 1898) crosses the
Fourche River Bridge - Scott County AR Historical & Genealogical Society

KCS Pile Driver 097 at the Fourche River Bridge - Scott County AR Historical & Genealogical Society
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KCS Pile Driver 097 at the Fourche River Bridge - Scott County AR Historical & Genealogical Society

Service began with the completion of construction on September 1, 1930. For a number of months
the service was quite irregular, since the mill and town at Forester were still under construction and
the work force had to be recruited. Timber cutting began in the summer of 1931, and mill operations
The Scrambler
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in the fall of that year. As part of Caddo River's operations, a network of standard gauge railroads
was constructed out of Forester, and the mileage of these lines ultimately reached about 70, and six
steam locomotives were maintained at Forester by the company. Some of the locomotives and
logging cars were moved from Mauldin over temporary trackage connecting with the Forester lines.
Regular schedules were posted for Forester service on November 9, 1931, and called for the thriceweekly mixed train out of Heavener, Oklahoma, to extend its operation to Forester. The train arrived
at Forester on Mon, Wed, and Fri at 12:30PM, and left Forester on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday
at 8:30AM. Facilities at Forester included a 20 x 60 ft. frame depot (which never housed a regular
agent), water tank, wye and yards which connected with Caddo River tracks. Loading platforms at
the mill could accommodate 25 cars. The crew handled switching in the afternoon, and then laid
over at the Forester Hotel for the night. Outbound trains were limited to 10-12 cars because of the
2% grade up Dutch Creek Mountain; on occasion it would be necessary to double the grade, setting
out the cars at Callahan Spur, mile 40.8. Motive power was a light E-3 consolidation of the KCS.
The Forester mill had nominal capacity of 40 million feet/year, and after shaking the throes of the
depression managed to exceed this capacity. Operations were conventional; steam-loading of logs in
the woods, hauling to the mill with logging cars, transferring the logs to the mill pond, and feeding
the saws. Lumber was planed and dried at the site. The train arrived three times a week, after a
leisurely trip over from Waldron; in season the crew had time to stop and pick huckleberries that
would later in the day be served to them by the cook at the Forester Hotel.
When the 1940 census was taken, the busy Forester outscored the sleepy county seat of Waldron in
population, 1,306 to 1,298. But increased operations during the years of World War II depleted the
timber reserves, and by 1950 the end of the cutting was in sight. By this time, there was blacktop
road (Arkansas No. 28) almost to Forester; field operations had been converted from rail to truck;
and population of the town had declined to 818. Caddo River Lumber Co. had been acquired by
Dierks Lumber and Coal Co. on August 23, 1948. Preparations were made to bring the business to
an orderly conclusion.
The mill shut down on April 15, 1953, after having shipped only about 100 cars since the first of the
year. Some shipments of logs, posts, pulpwood billets, etc., continued for the rest of the year while
the mill, houses and stores of Forester were dismantled. On April 24, 1954 the Arkansas Western
filed application for abandonment, noting that at the time one train per week was being continued to
Forester, with essentially no business. By this time Forester was deserted.
There was no opposition to the abandonment, and on September 9, 1954, the Interstate Commerce
Commission granted the petition. Shortly afterward, rails were taken up to a point just east of
Waldron at mile 35.1, to serve local industry. Today one can find traces of the line along Highway
28, as well as foundations and the Chinese elm-lined streets of Forester. But the traces are few.
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1940 KCS Map – Author’s Collection

Arkansas Western Steam Locomotive Roster
TYPE NUMBER BUILDER YEAR NOTES
2-8-0 1
Taunton 1893 Scrapped in Shreveport, LA October 1912
4-6-0 2
??
1906 Sold 1908 to the Choctaw, Newcastle & Western
Sources: Kansas City Southern In Color by Jim Boyd, page 20, Kansas City Southern in the Deramus
Era by Louis A. Marre and Gregory J. Sommers, page 57.
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Arkansas Western Railroad (ARW) History Timeline
Compiled by Mike Sypult (arkyrail@outlook.com) March 2017
YEAR
1899

DATE
December 15

1902
1904

May 13

1904

June 1

1907
1928

November 16

1929
1930
1948
1953
1954

June 26
September 1
August 23
April 15
April 24

1954

September 9

1960
1983
1992
2005

July 11
July 6
October

EVENT
The Arkansas Western Railroad Company incorporated in Arkansas to
build a 31.7 mile line from Heavener, Indian Territory to Waldron,
Arkansas.
Construction completed from Heavener to Waldron
The Kansas City Southern Railway Company organizes the Arkansas
Western Railway Company to build a railroad from Waldron to Hot
Springs, Arkansas
The Arkansas Western Railway Company acquires the Arkansas Western
Railroad.
Oklahoma becomes the 46th state to enter the union
The Caddo River Lumber Company begins plans for an eastward
extension of the Arkansas Western to a new mill.
Construction begins on the Forester extension of the Arkansas Western.
Service begins on the completed Forester extension
Dierks Lumber & Coal Company acquires Caddo River Lumber Company
Forester Mill shuts down
Arkansas Western files application for abandonment of the Forester
extension
Interstate Commerce Commission granted the abandonment petition
and removal of rails begin.
Arkansas Valley Incorporated builds a large feed mill for a poultry plant in
Waldron
Arkansas Western rededicated after $4.7 million dollar rehabilitation
Arkansas Western officially merged into the KCS
WATCO’s Arkansas Southern Railroad (ARS- Northern Branch) leases the
Waldron Branch from the Kansas City Southern

Next Month…In the April 2017 issue of THE ARKANSAS SCRAMBLER, join us as we take a
look at the modern era of the Arkansas Western. KCS F-units, the 1983 celebration of the line rehab
and a modern view of WATCO’s Arkansas Southern.
To submit stories, photos and other information, please email Mike Sypult, editor at

arkyrail@outlook.com
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CHAPTER NEWS

Former Scrambler editor Bill Merrifield recognized at the February 2017 meeting as the 2016
Outstanding Member of the ABMT NRHS Chapter. Pictured with Bob Stark (right), chapter president.

The 2016 NWA Railway Historical Preservation Award presented to the J. Reilly McCarren Museum.
Dick Hovey (left) with chapter president Bob Stark.
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NORTHWEST ARKANSAS TRAIN SHOW
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2017
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UPCOMING AREA EVENTS
SPRINGFIELD, MO – Saturday, March 11, 2017
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FORT SMITH – Saturday, March 18, 2017
The Fort Smith Trolley Museum will host a dinner train on Saturday, March 18, 2017 to the Arkansas
River. Dinner will be served while the train sits on the bridge around sunset. The train will leave
from the Trolley Museum, located at 100 South 4th St. in Fort Smith, Arkansas, at 5:00 PM.
Boarding will begin at 4:45 PM. Passengers will enjoying a four course sit down dinner in the
Arkansas and Missouri Dining Car #109 or Parlor Car #107.
Dinner served by Chef Steven Brooks, will include a four course dinner consisting of an appetizer,
hydroponic green salad, glazed carrots, smoked Gouda mashed potatoes, bread, and choice of 8 ounce
beef filet, or herb roasted Airline Chicken Breast. Dinner will be topped off with a delicious dessert.
Tea, water and wine will be available. Please choose your entrée’ at the time you make your
reservations. The cost for the dinner in car #109 or car #107 will be $125.00 per person.
The museum will host a silent auction during dinner, and auction articles may be seen in Car #107. A
list of the auction items will available at train boarding time. Bidding instructions will be handed out
then.
There are a limited number of tickets available and tickets must be purchased by Friday March 17,
2017. Be sure to get your tickets now before they are gone! Tickets can be purchased below through
PayPal. For More Information Contact:
The Fort Smith Trolley Museum
100 South 4th Street
Fort Smith, AR 72901
Phone #: 479-783-0205
Email: info@fstm.org
JOPLIN, MO – Saturday, March 25, 2017
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PINE BLUFF – Saturday, April 1, 2017

All ABOARD!

Climb aboard and join us for the
22nd Annual Railroadiana Show and Sale
Saturday, April 1, 2017
9:00 AM until 4:00 PM
All Scales G, S, O, HO, N and Z - Buy, Sell or Trade.
Railroad Memorabilia and Collectables - Hourly Door Prizes!
See Historic Engines, Passenger Cars, Cabooses and Massive Snowplow.

Admission: $5 - Adults,

$2 – Children ages 6-12, Under 6 - Free with
adult

1700 Port Road, Pine Bluff, AR
870-535-8819
Sponsored By:
The Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society, Inc.
The Arkansas Railroad Museum

www.arkansasrailroadmuseum.org

The Cotton Belt Rail Historical Society, Inc., is a nonprofit (501)(c)(3) organization dedicated to the restoration, display, preservation
and protection of artifacts and railroad history for the benefit of past, present and future generations interested in the railroad heritage
of Arkansas and various other past and present railroads in the United States. The Society operates and is headquartered at the
Arkansas Railroad Museum.
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CHAPTER MINUTES - FEBRUARY 2017
Meeting of the Arkansas-Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the J.
Reilly McCarren Transportation Museum, A&M Depot, Springdale, AR. February 16, 2016.
Meeting was called to order at 7:10 PM by the President, Bob Stark. Twelve members were present.
Minutes of the January meeting were approved.
New business: Chapter Treasurer, Tom Duggan, gave financial report which included $9459.22 in
the investment account and $1348.95 in the checking account.
Scrambler editor, Mike Sypult, reported that we now have 50 subscribers to our email newsletter and
that he expects the number to rise to 100 or more soon.
Bill Merrifield, former newsletter editor, reported that only three members requested hardcopies of
the newsletter and that the chapter has voted to honor these requests. Because the email newsletters
can include more pages of information and photographs than was economically feasible by carrier
mail, those hardcopies will of necessity be condensed.
Chapter President, Bob Stark, such awarded Bill Merrifield the 2016 chapter plaque for his services
to the chapter for the 10 years he served as editor of the Scrambler newsletter.
Old business: Mitch Marmel presented the floor plans and positions for our participation in the Sugar
Creek train show being held on 25 February in Springdale. Arrangements were made to increase the
event participation by our membership.
Tom Duggan was to make arrangements for ordering new chapter T-shirts for chapter members and
for sale at the train show.
Tom Duggan volunteered to present the program at our chapter meeting on March 16.
Train talk: Members discussed features of a GE 70 ton yard engine from Coffeyville Kansas. Mike
Sypult mentioned that the Rock Island depot in Perry, Arkansas is in very bad condition and would
not last much longer.
The business meeting and adjourned at 7:45pm followed by Dick Hovey’s excellent program on
Arkansas shortline railroads in the 1980s.
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MEETINGS: Meetings of the membership are open to the public on the third Thursday of each
month at 7:00pm at the ADA compliant Reilly P. McCarren Railroad Museum at the Arkansas &
Missouri Depot located on Emma Avenue in downtown Springdale, Arkansas. Meetings in winter
months are not held when the Springdale public schools are closed due to inclement weather. Visitors
are welcome at all chapter meetings.
UPCOMING SPRINGDALE PROGRAMS:
March 16 – “The KCS Redland, Oklahoma Bridge” by Tom Duggan
April 20 – The Ozark & Cherokee Central Railroad” by Bob Stark and Al Kaeppel
May 18 - TBD
June 15 – Chapter Show and Tell
QUESTIONS: Call 479-419-9674 or email us at info@arkrailfan.com
WEBSITE: www.arkrailfan.com
SUBMISSIONS: Send content (articles, stories, photos) for the monthly SCRAMBLER newsletter to
Mike Sypult, editor – arkyrail@outlook.com DEADLINE for the next SCRAMBER is the 9th day of
each month.
MEMBERSHIP: Local chapter membership is $12 per year. Membership coordinator for the
Arkansas-Boston Mountains Chapter is Chuck Girard, 7510 Westminster Place, Fort Smith, AR
72903-4253. Please make checks payable to ABMT NRHS. Regular membership for the National
Railway Historical Society is $50 per annum and Family Membership is $54 per annum. Please refer
to the NRHS website www.nrhs.com for complete details.
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