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CHAPTER MINUTES
Meeting of the Arkansas- Boston Mtn. Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society at the Shiloh Museum, Springdale, AR. November 21, 2013. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by the President, Bob Stark.
23 members were present, and two guests, Sarah Mixmer and Jimmy Williams.
Minutes of the October meeting were approved.
Bob reiterated our winter policy: If Springdale schools are closed, the meeting is canceled.
Bob and Charlene got married recently, a handsome couple.
Chuck Girard, the local membership chairman, reported that renewals were coming in. If you miss the cutoff
date you will have to be enrolled as a new member and lose seniority.
Ken Eddy, the National Representative, was not present.
Tom Duggan, the Treasurer, reported our total assets as 12,953.30 (we earned $1.42 in interest). We had
1,430.78 in checking and $11,522.52 in our investment account. Deposits: $180 Christmas banquet, $1,189 renewal dues, $1.50 October book auction. Expenses: $116.16 Postage to Girard, $1,146 dues to National.
The latest issue of the Scrambler is on the website. Bill Merrifield, the editor, was absent. It is suggested that
you have the latest version of Adobe Acrobat or Adobe Reader to view the Scrambler.
Old Business: Voting on the recipient of the annual preservation award (nominees listed in October minutes).
The Shiloh Museum won by a wide margin in recognition of their regional preservation activities and support of
the Chapter.

Al Kaeppel, the V-P, said the Christmas train is scheduled for a full day of fun on Saturday, Dec. 7. Setup will
be from 8-9 AM and take down about 4 PM. There are enough volunteers, but more are always welcome. The
event is jointly sponsored by the Arkansas & Missouri Railroad and J.B. Hunt Transportation. Every penny collected goes to children's charities.
Christmas Party is on December 19th. Our train leaves at 6:30, so arrive early. We can accommodate about a
dozen more people, so get your money to Al by the week before the party. Reservations are being accepted
now at $20.00 per person. To make a reservation, you must give cash or a check (made out to ABMT) to Al
Kaeppel at a meeting or mailed to: 3831 Tara Street, Springdale, AR 72762.
New Business: Our Vice-president, Al Kaeppel, suggested that the Chapter reimburse each member the $12
local Chapter dues in view of our large net worth (see Treasurer’s report above). Chuck Girard (local membership chairman) suggested that Chapter-only members also be reimbursed their dues. Motion was made and
passed all members will be reimbursed their chapter dues for 2014.
Mitch Marmel and Cleaveland were designated by Bob, our chapter President. to coordinate with the Sugar
Creek Club details of our participation in the February 22, 2014 Great NWA Model Train Show to be held in
the Springdale Convention Center. Admission $7, ($1 off w/non-perishable food item). Children 12 and under
enter free).
Train Talk: Ray Toler had funny poem. Mitch Marmel said he planned to attend a Nov. 30 model train show in
Joplin, MO. Railroadiana show in Pine Bluff will be held on April 5, 2014 at the Arkansas Railroad Museum,
1700 Port Rd (Hwy 65B), Pine Bluff For information call 870-535-8819.
Meetin adjourned 7:30 PM for refreshments.
Malcolm K. Cleaveland Secretary

LOCALLY ON THE BEAM
Children’s Christmas Train -2013
Saturday, December 7, 2013 was forecast to be below zero in the morning. I checked the weather at 7:00 AM
on Channel 5 and noted a live broadcast from the A & M passenger train parking lot. I was jolted out of my
morning glaze by the sight of a collapsed tent segment.
The A & M had a very nice tent set up that included plastic windows. A group of tent workers aided by A & M
employees managed to lift the collapsed area and get rid of the ice. Brenda Rouse, Passenger Train Operations
Manager, put the Chapter train operations ( G and O gauge) in the Museum located on the north end of the barn.
We had electric heaters and outside the railroad operated several heaters. Later someone came up with the idea
of using a 215,000 BTU heater used by the MOW Department. It turned the large tent into a warm and cozy
waiting area for the families waiting to ride the train. Over 3.000 tickets were sold for the 100% of proceeds to
area charities event.
We had fewer children take advantage of running our trains at the tenth iteration of the Childrens Christmas
Train as most families stayed in the snug tent for obvious reasons. However all members present enjoyed their
day including Larry Cain, Al Kaeppel, Garry McCullah, Mitch Marmel, and Tom Duggan. The lower volume
meant that we were able to provide more attention to each child. Mitch Marmel’s O-gauge layout had a fourteen
month old boy (big for his age) operate the button that rang the trolley car bell. Many of the younger tots stared
at the layout as if they had been mesmerized and only a few wanted to just watch.
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Mitch Marmel shows Miss Fenix how to operate the O gauge layout.

The delight of the
children with the
big A&M train and
our smaller versions as well as
other activities is a
tribute to the corporate sponsors
and the many volunteers who joined
in the efforts to
bring the joy of
Christmas to children all over
northwest Arkansas!
Photographs by
Todd Fenix

“I Love Trains!”
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NRHS Annual Convention for 2014 in Springdale
Here is a tentative schedule for the 2014 Convention from Bart Jennings, Convention Manager.
Tuesday, June 10, 2014
=A&M Bentonville Branch trip - Springdale to Bentonville roundtrip
=A&M Photo Freight and Night Photo - Springdale to Mountainburg roundtrip
=Evening Seminar
Wednesday, June 11, 2014
=Silver Dollar City Behind the Scenes Steam Shop and Railroad Tour
=Branson Belle Lunch Cruise
=Eureka Springs & North Arkansas Coach Roundtrip
=Eureka Springs & North Arkansas Dinner Train
=Heritage Tour of Terra Studios, Botanical Garden, Shiloh Museum of History, Tontitown Winery
=Evening Seminar
Thursday, June 12, 2014
=A&M Springdale to Fort Smith roundtrip with tour of Fort Smith Frisco Station and A&M Yard Facilities
=A&M Shop Tour
=Heritage Tour of War Eagle Mill and Eureka Springs
=Evening Seminar
Friday, June 13, 2014
=Fort Smith Trolley Museum and Fort Smith National Historic Site
=Heritage Tour of Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art and First Walmart Store
=NRHS Board of Directors and Advisory Board Meetings
=NRHS Membership Meeting
=NRHS Annual Banquet
Saturday, June 14, 2014
=A&M Springdale to Monett (MO) roundtrip
=A&M Shop Tour
=Evening Seminar
Sunday, June 15, 2014
=A&M Springdale to Butterfield (MO) roundtrip [This trip open to general public]
=Arkansas Naturals Baseball Game
Ticket classes on the A&M (Arkansas & Missouri Railroad) include open and closed window coaches, dome,
and parlor class seats. All rail trips will include photo stops and runbys, as well as lunch when appropriate. The
convention will be based at the Holiday Inn - Springdale. Registration and convention details will be available
on the NRHS website (www.nrhs.com), Facebook page, or by mail by special request.
Jennings also mentioned that he is trying to get the Amtrak Demonstration Train in Springdale.
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HISTORICAL OPERATIONS
North Carolina museum announces lineup for 2014 streamliner event
November 20, 2013
SPENCER, N.C. — The North Carolina Transportation Museum’s Streamliners at Spencer event, May 29-June
1, 2014, is pleased to give its first cab unit count. The celebration of classic diesel locomotives now stands at
seven operational units. In addition to the museum’s own three colorful streamlined locomotives of the 1930s
and 1950s, Norfolk Southern’s two executive F9s, Nos. 4270 and 4271, resplendent in their Southern Railwayinspired “tuxedo” paint scheme; and Juniata Terminal Co.’s dazzling Tuscan red E8s, Pennsylvania Railroad
Nos. 5711 and 5809, will appear at the four-day event.
The museum is home to purple and silver Atlantic Coast Line E3 No. 501, believed to be among the highest
mileage passenger locomotives in the world, as well as green and gold Southern Railway FP7 No. 6133, in its
1950s color scheme, and Southern Railway E8 No. 6900 in its historic 1970s Southern Crescent scheme.
“We’re looking forward to hosting the largest gathering of these colorful and beautiful locomotives since their
replacement by more modern power 40 years ago,” said Steve Mersch, president of the North Carolina Transportation Museum Foundation, says. Additional units will be announced over the coming weeks and months.
Tickets for the event will go on sale in early 2014. For more information, visit www.netrans.org or call 704 636
2889.

Juniata Terminal Co. Nos. 5711 and 5809
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Link Museum to celebrate 10th anniversary with N&W No. 1218
December 13, 2013
ROANOKE, Va. – The O. Winston Link Museum will mark its 10th anniversary with a weekend of events on
Jan. 24-25, 2014, which will include Norfolk & Western 2-6-6-4 No. 1218 on display. The locomotive, which
operated as part of the Norfolk Southern’s Steam Program from 1987 to 1991, is normally housed at the nearby
Virginia Museum of Transportation.

Norfolk & Western 2-6-6-4 No. 1218
The “Link @ 10” event will feature free admission, model railroad displays, photo workshops, and costumed reenactors. The event celebrates O. Winston Link, a pioneer in railroad night photography whose photos not only
captured the last of N&W steam in the 1950s, but also the rural culture that vanished with the steam locomotive.
“The anniversary and activities to celebrate the milestone provide an opportunity to note the museum’s
achievements over the past decade, its place in the role of America’s museums and how Link’s work remains
timeless even in the age of instant-gratification photography,” Museum Director Mike McNeil says. “The allure
of the museum extends far beyond the spirit of camaraderie felt by lovers of old steam locomotives. The Link is
not only devoted to the historic photography of O. Winston Link, but to all fine photography that tells a story of
our heritage and our social ethos, connecting us with our past and capturing the essence of who we are today.”
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On Jan. 25, the museum will host a free celebration for the public from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the former Norfolk
& Western station featuring No. 1218. The all-day celebration will also feature model train displays, photographic workshops, tours of Norfolk Southern facilities, and educational activities. That evening, the museum
will honor its donors, supporters, and patrons at a private gala event with people who knew Link and worked
with him.
Two additional special exhibits are planned, a collection of lithographs and original sketches from famed industrial designer Raymond Loewy, and a pop-up exhibit about the many changes at the link over its first decade.
The Raymond Loewy Gallery chronicles the life and career of industrial designer Raymond Loewy, who redesigned the Roanoke Norfolk & Western passenger station in the late 1940s, now home of the museum.
Located in downtown Roanoke, the museum is situated in the restored N&W passenger station and opened in
January 2004. It currently displays hundreds of photographic prints and has several interactive displays including audio that provide information on Link’s photographic subjects. Link died in 2001, but the year before he
agreed to the creation of the O. Winston Link Museum, and was actively involved the planning at the time of
his death.

TRAINS FROM MEMORY
50 years ago: Demolition of New York Penn Station
December 5, 2013

By Steve Glischinski

NEW YORK – While Grand Central Terminal marks its 100th anniversary in 2013, this year also marks another
New York transportation anniversary: the destruction of New York’s Pennsylvania Station. Work to destroy the
pink-granite, marble-columned Beaux-Arts-style station built between 1905 and 1910 began in autumn 1963
with demolition of the head house and train shed. The station was a landmark to rival Grand Central and considered one of the one of the architectural jewels of the city, with its 84 marble columns and 150-foot vaulted
ceiling over its concourse.

Exterior and interior views of New York’s Penn
Station Photos by Wiki Commons
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A New York Times editorial from 1963 decried the demolition: “Until the first blow fell, no one was convinced
that Penn Station really would be demolished, or that New York would permit this monumental act of vandalism against one of the largest and finest landmarks of its age of Roman elegance.”
The Pennsylvania Railroad had optioned the air rights of Penn Station in the 1950s. The option called for the
demolition of the head house and train shed, to be replaced by an office complex and sports complex. The station tracks would remain untouched. In exchange for air rights to the station, the PRR would get a brand-new,
air-conditioned, smaller station completely below street level at no cost, and a 25 percent stake in the new Madison Square Garden Complex.
A point made in the defense of demolition at the time was that the cost of maintaining the structure had become
prohibitive in an era of declining passenger service. The question of whether it made sense to preserve a building, intended to be a cost-effective and functional piece of the city’s infrastructure, simply as a monument to the
past was raised as a defense of plans to demolish it.
The new Madison Square Garden arena was constructed on the site where Penn Station had stood for 53 years,
and Penn Station was forced underground. Today it remains a cramped, unimpressive station used by 500,000
people a day.
Grand Central Terminal owes its continued existence to Penn Station’s destruction. The controversy over the
demolition of such a well-known landmark is often cited as catalysts for the architectural preservation movement in the United States. In 1968, Penn Central unveiled plans for a tower to be built over Grand Central. The
plans drew opposition, most prominently from Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. She said:
“Is it not cruel to let our city die by degrees, stripped of all her proud monuments, until there will be nothing left
of all her history and beauty to inspire our children? If they are not inspired by the past of our city, where will
they find the strength to fight for her future? Americans care about their past, but for short term gain they ignore
it and tear down everything that matters. Maybe… this is the time to take a stand, to reverse the tide, so that we
won’t all end up in a uniform world of steel and glass boxes.”
Six months prior to the unveiling of the plans for the tower, however, the New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission designated Grand Central a “landmark.” The commission had been established in the aftermath of Penn’s destruction, as were historic preservation statutes. Penn Central was unable to secure permission
from the Commission to execute its plans and filed suit against the city, alleging it was taking its property.
The resulting case, Penn Central Transportation Co. vs. New York City was the first time that the Supreme
Court ruled on a matter of historic preservation. In 1978 the court saved the terminal, holding that New York
City’s Landmarks Preservation Act did not constitute a “taking” of Penn Central’s property under the Fifth
Amendment and was a reasonable use of government land-use regulatory power.
In an ironic twist, this year the New York city council notified the owners of Madison Square Garden that it has
10 years to vacate its 45-year-old premises and find a new home. Ten years should be enough time, officials
said, for the Garden to find a new location and for the city to devise plans for an expanded Penn Station, and the
redevelopment of the surrounding neighborhood.
Our thanks to TRAINS Newswire for the above historical news items.
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