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CHAPTER MINUTES
April 21, 2011
Meeting was called to order at 7:00PM. 16 members were present which was unusually good
since the weather was so bad.
OLD BUSINESS
The Treasurer reported that the money market account has $12604.43. Checking account has
about $306 and $326 was expended to reimburse Scrambler expenses and $30 honorarium to the
chapter logo designer since our last meeting.
Bill Merrifield, Scrambler editor, printed 53 newsletter copies and mailed 51.
The National Director, Chuck Girard, reported that all renewals were in, although he had to pay
for several people in anticipation of repayment.
Vice President David McDonald reported he has presentations lined up through next December.
June and November will be “show and tell” programs.
NEW BUSINESS
Arkansas and Missouri Railroad will celebrate National Train Day, May 14, in Van Buren.
(Actually, the event is May 7 or 8). They want us to participate; it will require commitment from
at least six members. Signup sheet was passed around.
Shiloh Museum has an open house on June 11 (Saturday) from 10-2. They requested us to set up
our model train displays. Electricity will be available.
Quad Chapter Meeting June 25-26, details are in April Scrambler. We will get $309 from the
Chamber of Commerce Advertising & Promotion Committee.
Motion was made to award A&M Railroad an honorary or complimentary membership in the
Chapter. Motion passed without dissent. At present A&M has a membership with payment
pending. We will inform them that no payment is expected.
Operation Lifesaver program will be held July 2 in the Jones Center. We could have our model
train layout there.
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We were asked to investigate helping scouts get the railroading merit badge. It was noted that
such undertaking was labor intensive; it takes all day and 5 or 6 people if done properly.
The Secretary, Malcolm Cleaveland, discussed OLLI (Osher Lifelong Learning Institute) railroad courses given by Mike Sypult. A promised to bring literature to next meeting was made.
For information, googling olli.org was recommended.
Meeting adjourned for the presentation, “C Trolley Museum”.
Malcolm K. Cleaveland, Secretary

LOCALLY ON THE BEAM

This made up little pixie enjoyed the trains. We had a number of girls who enjoyed train operations.

Toy & Game Day at Shiloh Museum June 11.
Al Lord would like us to help with this Kids day outing with our G Scale and other model trains.
Of course they do much for us. Signalman Tom Duggan will give us much details on this one.
Dispatcher Bob.
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OLLI
During the April Chapter meeting mention was made of OLLI. Here is information from the
OLLI website:
“You can take a wide variety of courses and special events through membership in the Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Arkasnas (OLLI - UA). A grant from the Bernard
Osher Foundation enables the University of Arkansas to provide these affordable educational
experiences.
Who Can Participate?
Adults over 50, who come together in a lively learning environment to explore intellectual and
cultural topics of interest, share their experiences and talents, and make new friends.
What Subject Areas are Offered?
Courses and events cover thought-provoking and wide ranging topics from global events to the
arts, from history to health science research, to important local and worldwide issues of the day.
There's no pressure of tests or grades and no papers to write.
Who Are the Instructors?
Workshops and special events are led by current and retired University of Arkansas faculty and
community experts.
What Is the Cost?
Four levels of membership are available:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Couple Membership (Any two people sharing the same home address) - $75.00
Single Annual Membership - $50.00
Arkansas Alumni Association Members - $40.00
Single One-Semester Membership - $25.00

Where are Classes Held?
Classes will be held on the University of Arkansas campus, Fayetteville, and other sites throughout Northwest Arkansas.
How Do I Get Involved?
OLLI relies heavily on volunteers to make the program a success. We welcome volunteers to assist with the smooth functioning of courses, recruiting new members or suggesting new course
offerings. You can also make donations to the program. To learn more about these opportunities,
call 479-575-4545.
University of Arkansas Global Campus | 2 East Center Street, Fayetteville”
Chapter members have been active as class leaders. Malcolm Cleaveland will present a talk and
eat program May 9 program on US Railroads Today: Reality and Model Railroading. Mike
Sypult will present a two- part study program on the Eureka Springs Railway that includes a
meal trip on the ES&NA. It takes place on May 13 and May 20.
I have attended a number of OLLI programs in the past three years. The classes are pleasant and
you will learn something.
Tom Duggan
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TRAINS THROUGH MEMORY
Along the Frisco Central Division
Woolsey, Arkansas

Photo credit- Special Collections Division, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

Woolsey, Arkansas was a small community. In September 1918 the ICC Valuation survey stated
the Woolsey depot to be 31-feet by 20-feet. This depot may be a post 1918 replacement as the
proportions do not seem to match those given in the ICC Valuation reports. The hip roof style
was popular in small towns depots. The Frisco depot at Combs on the St Paul branch appears to
be identical.
In September 1919 one southbound and one northbound train made scheduled stops at Woolsey.
In addition, two conditional stops were made for northbound passengers whose journey began
south of Paris, TX. This may be another way of saying passengers from Dallas/ Fort Worth wishing to get off at Woolsey would be accommodated. A one way ticket to Fayetteville cost 41 cents
while a one way ticket to St. Louis cost $11.01.
The wooden barrel probably holds apples as Arkansas apple growers were conservative and did
not adopt cardboard boxes for some years.
I believe the Woolsey depot closed in 1925 perhaps due to the tidal wave of unregulated motor
truck carriers that took business away from the heavily regulated rail carriers. Tom Duggan

HISTORICAL OPERATIONS
Union Pacific releases steam trip schedule
May 3, 2011
OMAHA, Neb. — Union Pacific has released a detailed schedule of 4-8-4 No. 844’s trip from
Cheyenne, Wyo., to Little Rock, Ark., and back. The circle tour departs later this month. Details
are available at http://www.up.com.
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BRASS POUNDING DOWN THE LINE
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