FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
With the new year upon us, we look forward to new opportunities and challenges in 2017. The
County Legislature and each department are developing their goals for the coming year to ensure that as
an organization, we remain forward-thinking. We will be sharing some of these goals in upcoming
newsletters.
Our focus will be to continue to strengthen relationships with our stakeholders and partners,
along with keeping a keen eye on economic development opportunities. I believe 2017 will be a great
year for Steuben County and I wish you all the best!

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Public Health Update
Steuben County Public Health, along with the three hospitals in Steuben County – Corning Hospital
(Guthrie), Ira Davenport Memorial Hospital (Arnot Health), and St. James Mercy Hospital – and the entire
Smart Steuben team have completed the Community Health Assessment (CHA) and resulting Community
Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) for 2016 – 2018. The CHA is posted to the Steuben County Public
Health website found at www.steubencony.org/publichealth on the Community Health page. The
priority areas that rose to the top for the CHIP are decreasing obesity in children and adults, reducing
hypertension and cardiovascular disease, and increasing early childhood health. Evidence-based
initiatives included in the CHIP will be worked on by multiple Smart Steuben partners to increase the
health of Steuben County residents.
Next, January is National Radon Action Month, and Steuben County Public Health has received
funds through a New York State Department of Health grant to offer free radon test kits to Steuben
County residents. Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas that can cause lung cancer. Radon gas is
released from soil and can enter homes or buildings, and Steuben County falls in an area of the state that
regularly sees high levels of radon in homes. January is a perfect time to test homes for radon levels
because windows are typically closed, so the readings are more accurate. If any Steuben County resident
is interested in receiving a free radon test kit, they may come to Public Health in the County Office
Building.
Sheriff’s Department
Undersheriff Appointment
Steuben County Sheriff Jim Allard has appointed veteran police officer John D. McNelis to be
county Undersheriff, effective Jan. 1, 2017.
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A Hornell native, McNelis began his law enforcement career in 1988 as a county Sheriff’s
corrections officer, followed by work as a Hornell City patrol officer and state trooper. While serving as a
trooper, McNelis was assigned to the Governor’s Dignitary Protection Detail in New York City before
being appointed to the state Bureau of Criminal Investigations.
McNelis completed his career as a criminal investigator for the state police in Wayland and retired
in 2011. Since then, McNelis has been a member of the Canisteo Police Department, serving as a school
resource officer, grant writer and training director. The president of the Hornell City School District
Board of Education and the father of three children, McNelis has been married to his wife, Betty, for 23
years.
“We are excited to have a person of John’s experience and ability join the team at the Sheriff’s
Office,” Allard said. “We look forward to working with John and continuing to provide professional law
enforcement services to the residents of Steuben County.”
Animal Cruelty Investigations
The Sheriff’s Department continues to maintain a Deputy that specializes in Animal Cruelty
Investigations. To report suspected abuse, please call 911 for emergency situations, or the Sheriff’s
Department at (607) 664-3911.
Other Sheriff’s Department Updates
On December 16, “Shop with a Cop” took place. Officers from the Sheriff’s Office, Bath PD, Hornell
PD and the New York State Police shopped with children from the Domestic Violence Shelter. Each child
was able to purchase a gift for their parent and one for themselves. The children were extremely excited
to ride in the police vehicles – working the lights and sirens!
Construction on the Sheriff’s Office Law Enforcement Memorial Park at the Public Safety Building
continues to make progress. Captain Tyner and Sergeant Logsdon completed the first step of paving. The
purpose of this park is to honor all those fallen police and peace officers who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty. Donations and/or purchase of pavers can be made by calling (607) 622-3930.
You can also make donations through the Sheriff’s Office Facebook page at
www.Facebook.com/SteubenCSO . The Facebook page also features a Go Fund Me link, which is
www.gofundme.com/2htqz4bw .
Real Property Tax – Data Collector
The Real Property Tax Department is pleased to announce that we have hired Michael Ryan to fill
the position of Data Collector. Michael is a resident of Bath and has considerable experience in the
building construction field. He is currently undergoing training with the Real Property Tax Department
staff as well as representatives from the New York State Office of Real Property Tax Services regional
office in Batavia. Michael is enthusiastic about his new position with Steuben County and is looking
forward to getting out and meeting with property owners to gather accurate information relative to
structures present on the property at the time of purchase. He is also grateful for the opportunity to
provide valuable information to the local assessment community and to help ease the workload of local
assessors. This will allow the assessors more time to concentrate on analyzing market trends, to process
exemption applications, and complete other tasks critical to assessing.
There are currently 20 municipalities that have entered into a Joint Services Agreement with the
County for the data collection services to be provided by Mr. Ryan. We expect at least two more
municipalities to sign on by the end of January. The goal is provide all assessors with property sale
information that is uniform and reliable that can be used with confidence when determining market
values and establishing assessed values.
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If municipalities have questions about these services, they can contact the Real Property Tax
Department at (607) 664-2373.
Office for the Aging – Meals Program Update
The Steuben County Office for the Aging, in partnership with ProAction of Steuben and Yates, Inc,
is fully transitioned to the “cook/chill” method of home delivered meals and congregate meals serving
most of the county.
If you have not heard of this new operation, it is a streamlined process that allows us to serve a
greater number of people with nutritious meals that are critical for healthy aging and quality of life. The
meals are reheated in the home at the convenience of the recipient so they are no longer tied to the
schedule of the meal program. Another benefit is that the food is of more stable, because it is heated only
once.
Overall, satisfaction under this program is generally improved. We have greater flexibility in
scheduling deliveries, because we are not under pressure to deliver a hot meal before the temperature
drops. For some, other factors must be considered, such as their ability to reheat the meal independently.
We are able to problem-solve based on individual needs in those cases through the trained staff of the
NYCONNECTS program.
If you would like to know more about our home delivered meals program, call the Office for the
Aging at 607-664-2298.
Public Works – Tip Fee Changes
Tip fee changes for certain services at the county landfill will take effect in the new year. The new
fees are expected to help municipalities with their efforts to clean up abandoned derelict properties.
Effective Jan. 1:
Municipal Rates
 Municipal construction demolition debris: $30 per ton, down from $44 per ton.
 Municipal friable asbestos: $125 per ton, down from $250 per ton.
Private Rates
 Processed Construction Debris: $15 per ton, up from $10 per ton.
 Auto Fluff, disposal only: $12 per ton, up from $10 per ton.
 Auto Fluff, picked up and disposed of by the county within 100 miles: $23 per ton, up from $21 per
ton.
 Recycling Truck/Tractor Tires greater than 20-inches $300 per ton, up from $13 each.
Effective July 1:


Municipal Sewage Treatment Plant Sludge: $36 per ton, up from $32 per ton.

County Public Works officials said the changes in tip fees will cover costs at the landfill, and encourage
the safe and cost-effective disposal of abandoned properties.
STC Regional Leadership Conference – April 6th, 2017
The 21st Annual Regional Leadership Conference will be hosted by the Southern Tier Central Regional
Planning & Development Board on April 6th, 2017 at Corning Community College. This conference
provides excellent continuing education, training, and networking opportunities for all municipal
officials. Please save the date and visit www.regionalleadershipconference.info for more information.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
Thanks to Steuben County’s partnership with the Southern Tier Network (STN), high speed fiber and
internet will be coming to our county facilities in 2016. This has been a primary goal of mine in recent
years, and we will continue our efforts in the coming year. This fiber will connect our main Office
Building with our facilities in Corning and Hornell, and will save the county significant funds in internet
and phone costs, while also improving the sharing of information across departments.
I would encourage everyone to look at the benefits of going with fiber. The STN fiber backbone may run
in close proximity to your facilities, and connection to the network provides not only the benefit of
potential cost savings, but also lays the groundwork for future shared services in information technology.
If we are to attract businesses to our county, we must lead the charge in getting on board with high speed
internet. For more information, please visit www.southerntiernetwork.org.
Sincerely,

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Emergency Management Office – Radio System Upgrades
Steuben County recently received a New York State Office of Interoperability Emergency
Communications (NYSOIEC), State Interoperability Communications Grant in the amount of $2,946,865
to continue upgrade to the county’s radio communications system.
In the next few months, we will be moving forward on this vital buildout of the fire communications
system. If everything develops as expected, the system will be operational within the next two years.
This means that at project completion, Steuben County will be able to begin dispatching fire units on a
new VHF frequency band. With these changes, Low Band radios that are currently used will have to be
replaced with new VHF radios. It is our recommendation that local fire departments and their political
subdivisions begin to budget and plan for the transition of the County VHF radio system. Our
recommendation would be to transition fire pagers first, followed by mobiles and portables. Radio
equipment is available through state bid and it is also our plan to provide departments with optional
pricing based upon our local bids.
The County is still in the preliminary stages of this project and we have a couple of years until we get to
final completion, yet we wanted to inform everyone of where we were in this process and help you begin
planning for future development. If anyone has questions about the information provided, please contact
the Office of Emergency Services via phone at 607-664-2910, or email tim@co.steuben.ny.us.
Sheriff’s Department
Animal Cruelty
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The Steuben County Sheriff’s Department has assumed responsibility for investigating and responding to
reports of animal cruelty. Deputy Todd Terwilliger will become the lead officer for these investigations,
and training is currently being scheduled for other Road Patrol officers so they can assist in these efforts
as needed. If there are suspected cases of animal cruelty, the public should contact 9-1-1, who will then
forward the complaints to law enforcement.
The department also is providing the following Presentations/Trainings:




Saturday March 19th and Saturday April 16th Steuben County Sheriff’s Office Pistol Permit Safety
Course 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., reservations required
Wednesday March 30th Student Day - Criminal Activity, Drugs & Alcohol Seminar at PSB
Monday March 28th Noon – 2 p.m. Civilian Reaction to Mass Shooting Event training at Campbell –
Savona High School

Board of Elections Update
The Presidential Primary for NYS will be held on April 19th, from noon until 9 p.m. for all registered
Democratic and Republican voters. March 25th is the last day to register to vote for this primary if an
individual is not already registered.
If voters have moved, they need to complete a new voter registration form and submit it to the Board of
Elections. Anyone that is going to be out of the county on April 19th, is permanently disabled, or is a
caregiver of someone who is permanently disabled, they can apply for an absentee ballot. Information
and forms are available on our website www.steubencony.org/boe or they can call our office 607-6642260. Like us on Facebook at Steuben County NY Board of Elections for up to date information.
Office for the Aging - NYCONNECTS
In these days of information overload, one of the greatest challenges facing the older population is finding
reliable answers to questions about a wide variety of services. You can ask a neighbor, but their
experience may not relate exactly to your needs. Clearly, even professionals in the industry sometimes
struggle to find answers. Consumers can rest easy knowing that there is safe place to get information, a
place where no one is trying to sell you something. NYCONNECTS is a program within the Steuben County
Office for the Aging, created in 2007, to make access to aging services easier.
There’s more good news: NYCONNECTS is undergoing an expansion in 2016 that fine tunes this great
service, making it more comprehensive and more accessible. You don’t need to know all the answers.
You just need to know where to ask. We serve people of all ages in need of ongoing services. Call us at
1-866-221-7324. We give good information so you can make good choices.
Public Works – Roadside Cleanup
The Steuben County Legislature has approved Roadside Cleanup Weeks for all towns. There will be no
charge at the Bath Landfill for up to 20 tons of garbage and 10 tons of tires.
This is for roadside cleanup, not house-to-house pick up.
Choose any two weeks during the year. Please notify John Emo at our Bath Landfill, 346-5176, with your
scheduled weeks.
Deliver the garbage and tires in town trucks and weigh in at the Bath landfill entrance:
 Separate tires, appliances and scrap metal.
 Remove tire rims.
 Cut the ends off and crush containers greater than 2 ½ gallons.
 Liquid wastes and hazardous wastes will not be accepted.
5

Conflict Defender
The Steuben County Legislature, by Adoption of Local Law Number Six (6) dated October 26, 2015
established the “Steuben County Conflict Defender’s Office”.
This Office was staffed in February, 2016 and is responsible for representing those Defendants that have
been “conflicted” from representation by the Public Defender’s Office. Initially, representation will be
limited to Felony Conflicts. It is anticipated that these two (2) Part Time positions – the Conflict Defender
and the Assistant Conflict Defender – will represent approximately 80% of the estimated 180 Felony
Conflict cases annually. It is expected that this Office will provide more efficient and cost effective
representation and will result in a net savings to the county.
Public Health – Zika Virus
Steuben County Public Health, along with all other local health departments, has been given the task to
approve Zika virus testing of county residents through the state lab for the following individuals:




Pregnant women who traveled to an area with active Zika virus transmission during pregnancy
Men or non-pregnant women who develop(ed) symptoms consistent with Zika virus during or within
4 weeks of travel to an area with active Zika virus transmissions
Anyone who traveled to an area with active Zika virus transmission and who presents with GuillainBarré syndrome (GBS)
o GBS is an uncommon illness of the nervous system in which a person’s own immune system
damages the nerve cells, which causes muscle weakness and sometimes paralysis.
o In Brazil, reports have increased of people who have been infected with Zika virus who also
have GBS, but it is not yet known if there is a connection between GBS and Zika virus infection
or if Zika may cause GBS.

The best way to protect yourself against Zika virus infection is to limit unnecessary travel to areas with
active Zika virus transmission. Pregnant women, especially, should not travel to areas with Zika. If you
must travel, protect yourself by wearing long sleeves and pants and using an EPA-registered insect
repellent. Stay in places with air conditioning or screens on windows and doors to keep mosquitos out.
Veterans’ Service Agency
The Steuben County Veterans’ Agency has launched an effort to recognize all local veterans who served
during the Vietnam War.
The initiative is part of the “United States of America Vietnam War Commemoration” which extends
through Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 2025.
The 50th anniversary program also includes enlisting Commemorative Partners to commit to conducting
two events each year for a three-year period. Events and activities should be dignified, memorable
occasions that show a sensitivity and appreciation for the solemnity of war and the losses suffered by
many.
For more information, contact the county Veterans’ Services Agency at (607) 664-2528.
Public Information
The Steuben County Facebook page is a good way to keep up with current news from the county
Legislature, its standing and special committees and departmental news. If your municipality has a
Facebook page, please look for https://www.facebook.com/Steuben-County-NY-589037974528585/,
“like” and “follow” for information as it is posted. This is the official county Facebook page, identified as
“Government Organization” and by the small county office building profile pic to the left on the banner.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
Spring has arrived, and in typical fashion, it has brought many surprises from Albany with the
passage of the state budget. The Governor and State Legislature did very little to benefit counties or
municipalities, and instead placed additional requirements upon us. Most notably is the Share Services
Plan, which is discussed in more detail below. While onerous, the county will work with our partner
municipalities to develop this plan, and most importantly, document the great work we already do in the
realm of shared services.

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Shared Services Plan
The state-mandated Shared Services Panel will begin meeting in May to develop the plan, as
prescribed by state law. The Panel must consist of the chief executive officers of each municipality, and
school districts will also be invited to join. Input will be received from labor unions and the public via a
minimum of three public hearings. By the end of July, the draft plan must be presented to the County
Legislature for review and comment. The Panel must then vote to approve or disapprove of the plan by
September 15th.
While we cynics may view this as nothing more than a politically-driven show for the state, we will
use this opportunity to highlight to the state and to the public how strong our efforts are in shared
services. We will discuss the potential for new initiatives while documenting the great work we already
do. We look forward to the participation of all municipalities.
Annual Tax Foreclosure Sale
The annual county sale of tax-foreclosure properties will be held at the Campbell-Savona High
School Auditorium, 8455 County Route 125 in Campbell on Friday, July 14th. The sale will feature
approximately 125 parcels, to be sold in alphabetic-township order. The sale has traditionally been held
in Bath, but due to extensive renovations at the Bath school, the sale was moved to Campbell for 2017
and possibly 2018. Catalogs should be available in early-June, and the available properties will be
featured on the County’s web-site www.steubencony.org at the same time.
Board of Elections
Designating petition packets are now available for pick-up in our office. The first day to circulate
designating petitions for signatures is Tuesday, June 6th. Filing of designating petitions will be Monday,
July 10, through Thursday, July 13, 2017 from 9am – 5pm.
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There is a Campaign Finance Seminar scheduled for May 16, 2017, from 6pm - 9pm, at the Steuben
County Civil Defense building. We highly recommend anyone running for a county, city, town, or village
office, or anyone already a treasurer for a candidate, attend this seminar.
Did you know: that anyone with a NYS Driver’s License, or Permit, can also register to vote,
change their name, update their address, or change their party affiliation online at
https://voterreg.dmv.ny.gov/MotorVoter/
You can find a list of offices up in Steuben County for the 2017 Election on the Board of Election’s
website www.steubencony.org/boe . If you have any additional questions, or if we can be of further
assistance, please contact our office at (607) 664-2260.
Emergency Services – Hazard Mitigation Plan
Steuben County continues to work on our Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan. This
update, as required by FEMA, is done every five years. In order for municipalities to be eligible for FEMA
Hazard Mitigation Grant Funds, they must participate in the planning and development of the MultiJurisdictional Plan. The county and our contractor, Barton and Loguidice, have been meeting with many
of the municipalities over the past several months. Each municipality is being asked to provide specific
details about their jurisdictions hazards, resources, capabilities and action items. If your jurisdiction has
yet to complete their data request forms and return them to the Emergency Services Office or to B&L
directly, time is running out! All data request forms need to be completed by the end of May so that our
consultants have time to finish drafting the plan and submitting it to the State and FEMA for review. The
plan is scheduled to be completed by the end of October 2017. If you would like more details on this plan
or would like to make sure your municipality is represented, please contact Tim Marshall, Director of
Emergency Services at 607-664-2910.
Public Works Update
Steuben County continues to promote its Adopt A County Highway program, to help keep our
county beautiful. There are currently 26 organizations in Steuben that have adopted 122 miles of county
roads. For info on how organizations in your area can get involved, contact Jim Risley at the Steuben
County DPW (607) 664-2467.
As a reminder, Steuben also makes our road grinder available for rental by municipalities. The
cost is $4,000/day with an operator and ground person included. This is a great shared service that
could potentially save your municipality significant funds. Contact Public Works at (607) 664-2460 for
more information.
Finally, the county will again host Town Roadside Cleanup Days in 2018. Towns may choose any
two weeks during the year, and there is no charge for up to 20 tons of garbage and/or 10 tons of tires.
This is for roadside debris only, not residential garbage. For more details, contact John Emo, (607) 3465176.
Public Health – Car Seat Information
Have you ever wondered if your child is riding in the right car seat? Three out of four car seats are
not installed properly. Make sure your car seat is installed correctly and that your child is riding safely by
coming to one of the FREE car seat check events held throughout the county in April through September.
Ardent Solutions is hosting car seat checks from 10 am – 2 pm at the following WIC clinic
locations: May 2: Addison; June 12: Hornell; June 15: Campbell; July 13: Bath; August 24: Canisteo;
September 12: Wayland
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For more information on the above check events, contact Becky Nelson at Ardent Solutions by
calling 585-593-5223. All car seat check events are open to the public and there are no eligibility
requirements. All children will leave in safe seats. Additionally, there will be car seat check events
scheduled throughout the summer. Check the Public Health Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/SCNYPublicHealth for upcoming events.
Car seats can be checked for free by appointment through the Sheriff’s Office, Public Health,
Healthy Families, and some local police departments as well. Also, the Play it Safe Program through the
Sheriff’s Office has car seats available for income eligible families. For more information and an
application for a car seat, visit http://www.steubencony.org/pages.asp?PID=4850 .
Full Circle America
You may be seeing local ads about a new service that uses technology to connect you with your
physician, but did you know that this same technology can be used to keep you or your loved ones safe at
home?
The Full Circle America project of Steuben Senior Services Fund, Inc., in partnership with the
Office for the Aging, is transforming home based eldercare in Steuben County. By combining simple
technology with traditional senior services, Steuben’s older residents can often remain in their own
homes and communities and avoid more costly care settings.
For more information on this innovative service, please call SSSF at 607-664-2298 or by email at
info@steubenseniorservicesfund.org .
Sheriff’s Department Updates









The Law Enforcement Memorial Service will be held on May 20 at 11:00 am at the Public Safety
Building. It is to remember and honor those that have given the ultimate sacrifice.
Construction on the Sheriff’s Office Law Enforcement Memorial Park at the Public Safety Building
continues to make progress. Pavers that have been purchased will be installed and able to view. The
purpose of this park is to honor all those fallen police and peace officers who have made the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty. Donations and/or purchase of pavers can be made by calling 622-3930.
The Sheriff’s Office continues to hold the Pistol Permit Safety Courses every month. This course is a
prerequisite for applying for a Pistol Permit. The response has been overwhelming, and the classes
are full. If you wish to get on the waiting list, please call 622-3930 to do so. There will not be a class
in May due to the Law Enforcement Memorial Service.
The Kelley E. Clayton Homicide Investigation/Trial is over. The Chemung County District Attorney’s
Office, New York State Police and the Steuben County Sheriff’s Office did an outstanding job of
working together to conduct this investigation and taking it through to the end result of all three
suspects being convicted. Sheriff Allard thanks all members involved who performed beyond
expectation for the citizens of Steuben County.
If you have a loved one with Alzheimer’s, Autism, Down Syndrome or other disorder that causes them
to wander from home or care, the Project Lifesaver Program may offer you peace of mind. The at-risk
person is fitted with a transmitter that will aid the Sheriff’s Office in locating them when they are
unaccounted for. For more information, please contact Sergeant Daniel Brown at 607-664-2457 or
brownda@co.steuben.ny.us .
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
As we’re entering the heart of summer, it’s a busy time of the year for the County. We have begun
the process for preparing the 2018 Budget and will continue working on it into the fall. We’ve also
continued to work with our partner municipalities on the Shared Services Plan for New York State. The
summer months are also a great time to take advantage of the County’s Parks, which are described below.
The Birdseye Hollow Park is located on County Route 96 in the Town of Bradford. It offers fishing,
picnicking, nature trails, a playground, a picnic pavilion, and access to the Finger Lakes Trail. The
Kanakadea Park located on County Route 66 west of Hornell offers picnic pavilions, overnight camping,
basketball / volleyball courts, hiking, a playground, a 110 acre lake, and access to the Finger Lakes Trail.
Harley Mayo Park at Boyd's Corners is located in the Town of Cameron on County Route 123.
Picnic pavilions, a playground, a basketball court and hiking trails make it a great place for family
gatherings. Hornby Park is located on Kerrick Hollow Road in the Town of Hornby just off State Route
414 with playground equipment, picnic pavilions, and hiking trails.
We encourage you to take advantage of the warmer weather and enjoy the remainder of the
summer months by taking advantage of the County’s Parks.

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Public Health
Steuben County Public Health and partners will celebrate the third summer of the Bath Baby Café
during World Breastfeeding Week on Friday, August 4 from 11 am – 1 pm at the Dormann Library in
Bath. The celebration will include area organizations tabling with resources, educational materials,
games, face painting, and more. A car seat technician will be available to check car seats for proper
installation. Cupcakes have been donated by Stone Cottage Cakery in Hornell, and all families are
welcome to attend this free event. For more information on the event visit the Public Health Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/SCNYPublicHealth.
The Baby Café is open every Friday from 9 – 10:30 am at the library. Certified Lactation
Consultants are available to answer any questions about breastfeeding, transitioning to solid foods,
growth milestones, and offer support and encouragement for families. Stop by the Baby Café any Friday
for support, information, and socialization with other families.
Steuben County Public Health will also be at the Steuben County Fair from Wednesday, August 16
through Friday, August 18 in Building 2. Education and materials on a variety of health topics will be
available and free tick removal kits will be available for the first 200 families who stop by the booth.
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Public Transportation
Steuben County residents are being asked for ways to improve public transportation in the county.
A survey, conducted by the Southern Tier Central Regional Planning and Development Board (STC) asks
for recommendations on areas in need of improvement for the county as a whole.
The resulting study is expected to provide ways for local municipalities to improve the quality and
efficiency of their existing transportation programs. All survey information is confidential. The survey
can be completed online at www.steubentransportationstudy.org. Survey results will be presented at a
public meeting early in the fall, followed by a discussion on improving transportation services in Steuben.
* For questions about the survey, contact Chelsea Robertson at STC at (607) 962-5092 or via email
at crobertson@stcplanning.org.
* For general questions about transportation or riding the bus in Steuben, call Steuben Mobility
Manager, Belinda Hoad, at (607) 776-9467 ext. 223, or visit http://needaride.info.
Youth Bureau
During the summer, the Steuben County Youth Bureau shifts much of its focus to seasonal
programming, continuing to partner with other county departments and municipalities across the
county. The Youth Bureau administers Youth Development Program funding to partially support twelve
Summer Recreation programs operated by towns, villages, and agencies across Steuben County. These
programs provide critical developmental supports for all youth, including social and physical activities,
educational activities, and meals.
The Youth Bureau has again partnered with the Department of Social Services to support the
Summer Youth Employment Program, operated by Pro Action of Steuben and Yates, Inc. Over 75 youth
have been enrolled in the program this summer, and have been assigned to work at one of two dozen
local employers, earning minimum wage for up to 24 hours per week. For more information about the
Youth Bureau, contact Bill Caudill at (607) 664-2119 or via email at billc@co.steuben.ny.us.

Office for the Aging
SAVE THE DATE
Join Assemblyman Phil Palmesano and Assemblyman Joseph Errigo on Tuesday, September 12,
2017 from 10 am until 2 pm for an engaging discussion, entitled “Transforming Eldercare: One Home at a
Time” at the First Presbyterian Church in Bath.
The Steuben County Office for the Aging and Steuben Senior Services Fund, Inc. are cosponsoring
this event with special guest Greg Olsen, Acting Director of the NY State Office for the Aging as our
keynote speaker.
Linda M. Tetor, SSSF Executive Director will give an update on the progress of the implementation
of the cutting-edge Full Circle America program in Steuben County. Elisa Tobia will relate her recent
experience as the caregiver of a Full Circle member. Finally Sue Gruber, Certified Aging in Place
Specialist, will speak about making your home ready for aging in place. The event will also feature a
superfoods brunch for all to enjoy.
For more information or to reserve your seat, please call us at (607) 664-2298 or by email at
info@steubenseniorservicesfund.org.
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Community Development Block Grant
Steuben County and Arbor Development are preparing a grant application for Community
Development Block Grant funds from NYS Office of Community Renewal for well and septic repair or
replacement. We could use your help demonstrating our community’s need for the program!
If you know of homeowners having problems with their water well or septic system, please
encourage them to contact Arbor Development to see if they qualify and get added to the waiting list. For
more information please contact Georgia Stewart-Tuck at (607) 654-7487 ext. 2049.

Board of Elections
Three-hundred and eleven (311) designating petitions were filed the week of July 10 for 216
positions up for election. After the dust settled and the challenges were finalized, there will be a Primary
Election on September 12 for the following parties in the following areas:

Republican Party Primaries
Surrogate Court Judge (County Wide)
Corning City Councilman - Wards 1 & 5
Cohocton - Superintendent of Highways
Dansville - Councilman & Superintendent of Highways
Fremont - Councilman
Hartsville - Town Supervisor & Town Clerk
Hornellsville - Town Clerk
Howard - Councilman
Lindley - Superintendent of Highways
Rathbone - Councilman
Urbana - Town Justice
Wayne - Councilman
Wheeler - Superintendent of Highways
Woodhull - Town Supervisor
Legislator District #10 (Towns of Greenwood, Jasper,
Rathbone, Troupsburg, West Union, & Woodhull)

Democratic Party Primary
Town of Hartsville (Town Justice)
Conservative Party Primaries
Surrogate Court Judge (County Wide)
Corning City Councilman - Ward 5
Independence Party Primary
Surrogate Court Judge (County Wide)

Candidates wanting to run on an Independent line are out getting petitions signed now and will
file their petitions mid-August. Those towns/parties that caucus have until September 19th to file their
certificate of Nominations.
The office is still in need of qualified election inspectors, so if you are interested in becoming an
election inspector please contact Angie at (607) 664-2240. Primary Election ballots will be available to
view on our website www.steubencony.org/boe by mid-August. This allows anyone having a primary to
see what is on their ballot before they go to vote.
In early August, active registered voters will receive their Yellow Address Verification cards in the
mail. If you are a registered voter and do not receive the yellow card in the mail by the end of August,
please contact the Board of Elections at (607) 664-2260. If you do not receive the card where you
currently live, your name will probably not appear in the poll book when you go to vote.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
As summer comes to a close, budget season for the County and Towns commences. As always,
2018 will be a difficult budget year, with the anticipation of additional State mandates resulting from
Raise the Age and indigent defense. Like all of our partner municipalities, we will develop a budget that
pays for State requirements, addresses local needs, and is fair to the taxpayer.

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Shared Services Plan
The Steuben County Shared Services Panel has met multiple times over the spring/summer and
have drafted a Shared Services Plan that identifies approximately $1.9M in cost avoidance/savings to
taxpayers. The Steuben County Legislature has reviewed this plan, and the County Manager conducted
the three required public hearings, with virtually no public participation received. The Shared Services
Panel will vote on this plan prior to September 15th, and it will then be submitted to the State. We are
hopeful that the Governor follows through on his pledge to provide matching funds in the next State
budget.
District Attorney Updates
With Labor Day, we wrap up a very busy spring/summer trial season in the District Attorney’s
Office. Since April, the Office has completed 15 felony trials in Steuben County Court. The trial run was
occasioned by an Office of Court Administration (OCA) push to move cases here in the County, and we
tried/resolved these cases and many more before not only our three elected Steuben County Court
Judges, but also before four additional visiting County/Supreme Court Judges sent in by OCA to handle
our caseload here in Steuben County. The trial crunch caused an “all hands on deck” situation for the
Office – forcing reallocation of duties, a putting trials first and adding felony trial caseloads to ADA’s
traditionally assigned a full local court case load. The District Attorney personally, and successfully, tried
7 of those cases from April through August in effort avoid overburdening already taxed staff.
Highlights of that unprecedented trial run include successful prosecutions of:
Joseph and Iryn Meyers– for the arson/murder of David O’Dell in Wayland on February 15, 2016. Both
Defendants were tried and convicted, as charged, of Murder and Arson in the First Degree; along with
insurance fraud. Joseph Meyers received a 23 years to life sentence; and Iryn Meyers faces similar
sanction when she appears for sentencing in October.
Dakota Miller – for the murder of 18 month old Ian Maniski-Huff in November of 2015. Miller, a predicate
felon, was convicted after trial before visiting Ontario County Court Judge Brian Dennis of Murder in the
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Second in the brutal beating death of an 18 month old child in Hornell. This emotional trial lasted three
weeks and Defendant faces life in prison when he appears for sentencing on September 5, 2017.
Kenneth Calkins – for Criminal Sexual Act in the First Degree. This crime, which involved the rape of a 5
year old child in Bath, happened in 2006, but the victim, then 5, was too traumatized to speak, after 11
years the Victim came forward, and after trial Defendant was convicted as charged. Calkins was
sentenced to 15 years in a New York State Prison on June 28, 2017.
Ruben Bailey – for Criminal Sex Act Third and Tampering with Physical Evidence. Bailey, an escalating
sex offender with multiple prior misdemeanor convictions, was tried on two indictments, and convicted
for sex acts against a 14 year old girl in Corning and his efforts to destroy evidence of those crimes. He is
now serving a 4 to 6 year sentence in State Prison, and will be subject to 8 years of post-release
supervision as a registered sex offender after his time is served.
Bruno Langevin – for Sexual Abuse First Degree and Criminal Sexual Act in the First Degree. Here,
Defendant was convicted of committing multiple sexual acts against a child less than eight years of age.
Langevin is now serving a 12 year sentence in a State Prison, and will be supervised for an additional 10
years upon his release.
Successful felony verdicts were also obtained in a contractor fraud case involving a senior citizen victim;
burglary, bail jumping, and a number of other cases.
District Attorney Baker is thankful for the amazing effort and dedication put forth by the entire
prosecution team – attorneys and support staff alike - for the high level of professionalism and shear
effort during this period to bring these cases and so many others to successful conclusions for the victims
and people of Steuben County. The staff of the District Attorney’s Office went above and beyond this
summer, working many extra hours to prepare and try these cases – to make justice happen for the
citizens of Steuben County.
Aside from trying cases, the DA’s Office continued in its efforts to deal with the drug epidemic
threatening the County. Thru the District Attorney’s Drug Initiative and the coordinating role played by
DA Investigator Walt Mackney, the Office, in cooperation with the Bath Village Police Department,
Corning City Police Department, Steuben County Sheriff’s Office and the New York State Police –
executed Operation Street Sweeper wrapping up a three month joint investigative effort by putting 12
Bath area narcotics dealers behind bars on a total of 18 sealed indictments in mid-July. Those cases are
now pending in County Court.
The District Attorney is also pleased to announce that our successful efforts with the SWIFT,
welfare fraud, taskforce have been recognized by New York State; and, the Office has been awarded
renewal of our CARP grant – to fund, at zero taxpayer cost, our continued efforts to curb welfare fraud
through investigation and prosecution. Here in the DA’s Office we continue to make every effort to serve
and protect the People of Steuben County, as both citizens and taxpayers. We look forward to an exciting
fall combining existing strategies and efforts with new programs in the offing to enhance public safety.
Emergency Services
The Steuben County Office of Emergency Services has some new programs to assist County
residents in preparing for disasters and emergencies. The Ready Steuben App is now available for
download to Smart Phones and Tablets. The Ready Steuben mobile app is designed to keep Steuben
County citizens, businesses, and visitors prepared for and alerted to emergencies. It hosts many features
that allow for its users to give and receive information during emergencies and disasters. It also allows
users to prepare for events with important safety checklists to build their own emergency kits. The new
mobile app is available for download free of charge from the iPhone and Google Play (Android) app
stores.
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In addition, the office has recently completed work on their “Functional Needs Database”. The
Functional Needs Database will help the County identify and assist individuals with functional/special
needs during an evacuation. Local residents or agencies can enter individuals into the secure database
which will catalog individuals and their needs, map the evacuation area, which helps the County to
deploy the essential resources to those who need it. To access this important new tool click on the
following link: https://www.delta-fnr.com/steubenny
Office for the Aging – Public Input Sought
The Steuben County Office for the Aging is required by New York State to provide an opportunity
for public comment on our annual plan for services for the upcoming year. Our public hearing will be held
on September 21, 2017 at 9 am at the First Presbyterian Church on Pulteney Square in Bath. The hearing
takes place prior to of a series of workshops on a variety of topics followed by a luncheon. Those wanting
to have input on the annual plan can attend the public hearing only or sign up for the rest of the day’s
activities by calling 607-664-2298. This event is handicap accessible and special accommodations can be
made for other disabilities with prior request. Please visit the Office for the Aging tab on the county
website under News and Events for more information. https://www.steubencony.org
Youth Bureau Updates
The beginning of another school year is full of “reminders”. Of course there’s always the reminder
to be aware of school busses, and to PLEASE drive carefully around busses and around school crossings.
The start of the year is also a great reminder of the important role that “After-School” programs play the
lives of children and youth.
The Steuben County Youth Bureau administers state funding from the NYS Office of Children and
Family Services to support four youth centers in Steuben County. Located in Addison, Canisteo, Corning,
and Hornell, these centers provide a safe place for children and youth to socialize and participate in a
variety of positive developmental activities, including sports, arts and crafts, recreation, and career
exploration. Centers also provide healthy snacks and meals for participants, helping to stretch family
budgets a little further. Additional information can be found on the county webpage, under the
Departments and Services tab.
Upcoming events in which the Youth Bureau is involved include:
•

Strong Kids Safe Kids Family Festival, Sept. 16th, Bath

•

LIGHTS-ON After School Rally, Oct. 13th, Corning

•

Jack Lisi Youth Awards Fall Reception, Oct. 26th, Coopers Plains

•

Steuben Youth Leadership Summit, Nov. 18th, site to be determined

For info on any of these events, contact the Youth Bureau at (607) 664-2119.
Public Health Updates
The S2AY Rural Health Network has a Cancer Services Fund to help residents with cancer-related
expenses. Eligible cancer-related expenses include medical bills, co-pays, deductibles, prescriptions,
testing, durable medical equipment, special foods or over the counter medicines (including lotions,
supplements, etc.) and transportation costs, including mileage reimbursement for travel to medical
appointments.
To receive the funds, participants must:
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Live in Steuben, Chemung, Schuyler, Seneca, Ontario, Wayne, Livingston, or Yates County
Have a family income less than 300% of the Federal Poverty Level or have extreme financial hardship
caused by cancer.

For more information on the program or to request funds, contact the S2AY Rural Health Network at 607962-8459.
September is National Preparedness Month. Hurricane Harvey may seem like a “distant”
catastrophe, especially if it didn’t touch you personally through family or friends. Did you know that
flooding is the #1 rated hazard for Steuben County? On a lesser scale than Harvey, you most likely have
had to deal with flooding. Once a hurricane makes landfall, the time to prepare has passed. Even three to
four days ahead of the storm may be too late, since grocery stores may already be emptied of essential
supplies. Make a family disaster plan. Stock your grab and go kit with some basic supplies. The CDC has
compiled a wealth of information on hurricanes and tropical storms. See
www.cdc.gov/disasters/hurricanes . Now is the time to prepare! Consider volunteering; never selfdeploy. There are many great organizations looking for capable volunteers. See www.readysteuben.com
for a few local organizations.
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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK….
With the New Year approaching, the county is wrapping up the 2018 budget and looking to
continue other important initiatives. One effort that you’ll see highlighted below, the broadband survey,
is of critical importance for our region. In partnership with Yates County, Steuben is collecting data to
determine broadband internet coverage for our region, which will give us information needed to
advocate for additional state funds to fill in the gaps. Please read below, complete the survey, and help
how you can.
The county remains hopeful for a prosperous 2018, and wishes you all the best for the holiday
season!

Joseph Hauryski
Chairman
Steuben County Legislature
Broadband Survey – Help Needed!
Steuben County is sponsoring a six-month, online survey to collect data on broadband coverage in
the County. The goal is to determine who has service, who doesn’t, and who needs better serviceprovider options. It is our hope that the results of this survey will help expand broadband coverage to
residents who currently don’t have coverage, improve coverage for those with poor service, and increase
the number of service-provider options available.
Our preference is for residents to take the short, online version of the survey as it includes a speed
test, so residents can log the actual speeds they’re experiencing at home. For those without adequate
service at home, a paper-copy of the survey is also available. The online version as well as printable, hard
copies of the survey can be accessed at www.steubencony.org/broadband .
We are requesting help from our municipal partners in getting as many of our residents to
complete the survey as possible prior to April 16, 2018, when the survey will close. You can help by
posting the flyer in your offices, making paper copies available, announcing the survey at your Board
meetings, talking to residents about the survey, letting people know they run a speed test for their
address, and collecting completed paper surveys at your offices and mailing/delivering them to:
County Manager’s Office, ATTN: Mitch Alger
3 E. Pulteney Sq.
Bath, NY 14810.
Office for the Aging
Finding housing just got a lot easier thanks to the great work of the Steuben County Planning
Department! Through the miracle of technology, you can visit the Steuben County Government website at
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www.steubencony.org (follow the Department tab to Office for the Aging). You will then see a “Housing
for Older Adults” icon that will lead you to maps showing various options for housing that provide
different levels of care. Not sure what you need? There are descriptions included that will guide you
through the various types of housing and care facilities. Still have questions? The caring professionals at
the NYCONNECTS program within the Office for the Aging can walk you through the decision making. We
give unbiased information and never tell you what you must do. The choices are all yours. Visit us on our
webpage or call us at 607-664-2322 for confidential assistance.
Youth Bureau
Each fall, students across Steuben County begin another exciting school year, and for the past
seven years, many children and families have made the Steuben County Strong Kids Safe Kids (SKSK)
Festival a regular part of the excitement. Organized by Prevent Child Abuse Steuben, a task force in
which the Youth Bureau participates, the SKSK Festival provides free family fun and educational activities
for children from birth through 6th grade. Over 25 programs and agencies provide a wide variety of
games and activities, including the “Passport to Fitness”, which enables participants to earn a gold medal
and prize by participating in ten fitness activities.
This year, over 250 kids and their parents filled the Bath Haverling High School Gym on
September 16th, from schools and communities across Steuben County. Participants completed over 210
passports, and also received more than 100 bike helmets, as well as prizes at dozens of games and
activities. Over 50 community volunteers made the day possible, as did this year’s event sponsors:
Simmons Rockwell, Wilkins RV, Arnot Health, the Sports Fanatic of Hornell, and the Tyrtle Beach Youth
Fund.
Public Health
Steuben County Public Health was recently notified that they are being awarded $48,000 from the
New York State Department of Health in recognition of the work that has been completed to address
chronic disease since 2015. The department submitted documentation in June 2017 proving they met 16
areas of required standards in the categories of data analysis, health promotion strategies, efforts to
address risk factors, establishment and engagement of community health partners, and engagement with
the community on policies and strategies related to health. This process was made easier by the rigorous
efforts Public Health completed in May 2017 to apply for national accreditation. The results of the
national accreditation process are expected in the spring of 2018.
Steuben County Public Health held a dental donation drive in honor of October’s National Dental
Hygiene Month. The department would like to thank everyone who donated dental supplies and would
especially like to recognize the dental health providers who donated hundreds of items: Dr. Melissa
Brown Orthodontics for Children and Adults, Addison Family Dentistry, and Corning Dental Associates.
Over 890 dental items were donated, and they will be distributed to local food pantries to give to families
in Steuben County.
The third annual Baby Café Holiday Party will be held on Friday, December 8 at the Dormann
Library in Bath. As in years past, free pictures will be taken with Santa and Mrs. Claus, and tons of other
family fun activities will be available. The party is scheduled for 11:00 am – 1:00 pm, following the
regular Baby Café session from 9:00 – 10:30 am. As always, the staff will be available to answer
questions and help anyone who has questions related to breastfeeding and other baby-related items. The
Baby Café is open every Friday at the Dormann Library in the Empire Room from 9:00 – 10:30 am. Free
diapers and free charm bracelets and charms are available for moms in addition to the great support
offered by the staff of Certified Lactation Consultants (CLCs) and other families in attendance.
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Social Services
Applications for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP) will be accepted
beginning Nov. 13, according to the Steuben County Department of Social Services. HEAP applications
can be filed in person at locations listed below; online at www.mybenefits.ny.gov; or can be mailed to
applicants who call the county Department of Social Services (DSS) for the forms at (607) 664-2500.
Those wishing to file HEAP applications in person may do so starting Nov. 13, at Pro Action of
Steuben and Yates, Inc. 117 E. Steuben St., Bath or the county DSS office, 3 E. Pulteney Square, Bath.
Applications also may be filed:
• From 8:30 a.m. to noon and 12:30 p.m. – 4 p.m.at the Office for the Aging on Broadway Mall,
Hornell, on the following dates: Dec. 5 and Dec. 19, Jan. 2, Jan. 16 and Jan. 30.
• From 8:30 a.m. to noon and 12:30 p.m. – 4 p.m.at the Steuben County Courthouse at 10 W. First
St. Corning on the following dates: Dec. 7 and Dec. 21, Jan. 4, Jan. 18 and Feb. 1. Applications will
be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis in both locations.
Important Information:
1) Applicants receiving Temporary Assistance and/or Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) benefits should contact the Department of Social Services to learn if they automatically
qualify for a regular HEAP benefit.
2) If an applicant or member of their household is over age 60, or is disabled and receiving SSI or
Social Security Disability they can get help filing the HEAP application from the county Office for
the Aging.
3) Applicants may return the completed form to any HEAP location, listed above, to be seen in
person or leave the application and request a phone interview.
4) Applicants also may mail in completed applications and request a phone interview.
5) Applications may also be filed on line at www.mybenefits.ny.gov
6) Applications for emergency HEAP benefits will be available Jan. 2.: Households low on fuel or in
shut-off status may qualify for Emergency HEAP
• All households who have not received a regular HEAP benefit during the 2017 season
must come to one of the above locations and for a face-to-face interview if applying for
Emergency HEAP.
• Households facing shut-off or needing fuel that have received a regular HEAP benefit may
apply to DSS by telephone. A new application may not be needed.
Applications for heating equipment repair and replacement are available Nov. 6, and will be
accepted only at the Steuben DSS office. Only homeowners who have lived at that residence for 12
months preceding the date of application are eligible for heating equipment repair and replacement.
Those with questions regarding eligibility or the application process may visit
www.otda.state.ny.us/otda/heap or call:
• Steuben County Department of Social Services: (607) 664-2500 or (800) 346-2211 or by dialing
2-1-1.
• Pro Action of Steuben and Yates, Inc: (607) 776-2125 or (800) 553-2033.
• Steuben County Office for the Aging: Bath at (607) 664-2298; Corning at (607) 936-4661, or
Hornell at (607) 281-3635.
• New York State HEAP Bureau: (800) 342-3009
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